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AT W148 ancient conſtitution in l(ra- 
ell.that abroth:r dying without :{/ur,, \ 
Sl the next brother ſpould doe the of- 

| fceof'a kinſemin,and raiſe wp ſeede 
ES 10 hs brotherdeceaſed, tocontinue hy 
= ne that it might not bee put out of 


Ifrae!l. The Lordhauine not long ſince taken out of 11s 
vineyard a faithful libourer,& from my ſelfe a lowing, | 
and deare brother , Ithouzht that in {ome manner the | 
| equity of this conſlitntion, now antiquated and 4+ eli- 
| ſhed, 4i1 lay hold«/pon me. Anathutbeeing the next 
brother, I was todothe office of abroth:r, to continue, 
and eternize hy bleſſed me» oriall in Gods Church by 

brinzing tolig/t ths preſent treatiſe. He himſelfe w hi. 
lei hee lined wrote it , and had perfeited ut before his 
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{ death,1haue but onely raiſed it ont of hu priuate ſtuaie 
| to the publique w/e of Gods Church. The ehildren, 
{atde Hezrkith, are come tothe birth , and rhere is 
no ſtrength to bring forth. Thus 1t fared with this au- 
thour. Lee hai fin ſhed and perfected this worke, and 
brought it even tothebith , but there was no time to | 
bring it faorth. God prenenting him,and, by his death, 
bringing hm to the end of his faith, bus tranſlation :nto 
the heauens)before he came to bring this work to the end 
of his deſire, ( the publication therof to the benefit of Goa's 
"4 Church:)1I thought it great pitty that ſo hopeful aniſ/ue | 
{bould prriſh for want of « littl: helpe inthe birth, And 
I thong/1t withaincaſe of my negl:zence , or refuſallof 
his brotherly office , how mjtly 1 mizht haus deſerued 
th: 1gnominions ceremony of the ſpittle in my face. H.re 
upon 1 mullinzly performed this taske of peruſing and 
Zacharian ct m [etting farth this treatiſe. Lach ary when hee could not | 
[peake he wrote : So 1defired that his pen might make 
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mm we [ome ſupply of the want of his tongue; that as Abell by 
| hisfaith, ſo he by bs works, being dead might yer 
ſpeake. 
Mbos.s; 7 hs in briefe hath your Ladiſhip , the reaſon of my 
preſent endeauours. 


| Formetoſay anything in commendation of this work 
is net happely (o fitting. It beetng both hard for one bro- 
| thr tocommend another without beaitiny , and the 
younger andinferinur his commendation adaing little 
5D credit or grace to the worke of his elder and ſuperionr, 
Hede7. 7. For asthe lefle js bleſſed, /o alſo prayſed of the grea- 
ter, /meane therefore heercin to bee ſvaring. Onelie_> 
| th: 1 wil but as the widows which (bewed Peter the 


| ; coates and 72rments wh ch Dotcas made, while ſhee | 
Was 
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| was with them. $9 onely will 1ſhew,1nd (et forth [ome 

part of his labours which hee p:r formed whileſt bee was 

, with vs. Andler his owne workespraile im inthe | 

' Bate. And ſarely thisworke will doe 1t, if ther matter > | Provjr.21. 

| 07 41 er, argument or art will ace it. 

| The matter and argument of it « ſuch, as yet bundled 
at large b; none before him that I know of. 

And beſides it & excellent by 1e1ſon of the daily 1 oe 
which occurres in practiſe. So that of the title inal ar- | 
| gument of this booke may 1 ſay as Gellius ſpeakes of 4 
| good t1t/e which Melifſus had given to a book of his own | "ES | 
which i ſeemed (carſe deſcruedit, That the very title | ,7 eg: 
had a great alluring & entiling force to draw men | »»/4-m tece- 
to the readmgp of it. Such i the araument of thu "2m, _O 
worke,of ſuch ſpecialiſe in our pradtiſe, that it may ea- | depre;1ietate 
'/ ily perſwade any,both toread, and likeits It cont.um:s Le ROENS 
' the rightſ:3% ovautis, the art of knowing «a mans ſelfe_; Suray *+ = 
| it diſcowers vnts v5 the infinitcly intricate windings, & | 
' kurnings of the darke Labyrinths of mans heart. Indeed 
| 94:ntimes the diſcoueryezaf couſenages, and deceits in 
F the worlde make many, before honeſtly 1 tenerant to turn 

couſeners and decciuers. But heere needes no ſuch 
| feare, for hecre we are tauzht no new deceit or conſe- 
| ning trickes , which yet wee practiſe not: but rather are 

| conninced of that conlenage, with which we deceiue our 
| 0mne ſoules, and yet will not be borne downe to be guil. | 
| ty of 1mpoſi are. T his point u worthy our beſt wits, and 
knowledge. That heathen Philoſopher nener thought 
him(elfet to begin to know Philoſophy , till he began to 
| know himſelfe. But ſurely wee never biginre to know 

Diuinitic or Religion, 1:4 wee come to know our 
ſ[elues : our ſelues wee cannot rnow, till wee know our 
| A} harts, | 
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| | hearts. 1 but , our hearts are deceitful bone all thine, 
| ' whocan know them ? They whowith dilizerce ſhall pe- | 
| ruſeth preſent treatil ſhall with Gods bleff ng be able | 
inſome 5o0d me4/ure to know them, Het e ſhall they find | 
that danzerous Art of (eite-Sophiltry d [played , by | 
| wth millions of ſoules are emwrapped in th: ſnares of 
| Satin, And [ by ſeems their ſe!fe-eceit, ſhall come to 
| their ſelfe-know/edge. 4 knowiedoe nener more neele- 
© | Fed. Vt neino in ſeſe tentat deſcendere, nemo. | 
| | Men care not for knowing themſelues , whoare often. | 
' times 00 too curiouſly greedy of knowing allthings elſe, 
vein? heerein lik: tofooliſh tranellers, that loue to tra- 
' well into, and talk of other ſtrange countries, ftrangers 
in the meane time in the rarities, ſecrets and wonders of 
' therr owne, As for the Art , and manner of handling 
| this argument in this treatiſe , 1 leaue it to the readers 
 indgement aiuenturing notwithſtanding my (*lfe ts [ay 
' thus much, that had thu treatiſe but 1ge and antiquitte 
| 4n/werable to the ſuffictency, it (bould eaſily find anſwe- 
rab/e acceptance. Nothing preices writer; more ghew 
either mens knowledge of their perſons,or their want of 
antiquity. May not a man ſpeake of many of our nt wri- 
ters as Gellius ſpake once of a good ſpeech that Fauori- 
nus made? Nonne, ſaith he,f1 id Antifthenes, aut Di- 
ogenes di: ifſer, dignum memoria viſum eflert ? Jf | 
| 
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Diogenes or Antiſthenes had but ſpoken that which 
Fauorinus d:d, the ſpeech had gome for ha'fe an oracle, 
now happily the more reſpettles bicauſe from Fauori | 
nus, that was inferior, 1t may be jn nothing to Dioge- | 
,nes but tn ſtanding. How many worthy moderne wri- | 
ters amongit vs neglefted , ontly becauſe mode: ne ? | 
| Nonne 1 hazc Auguſtinus, aut Chriſoſtomus, &c. | 


| Had | 
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Had but Auguſtine,or Chryloſtome or {ome auncient 
| Father wrote them, how had they beene admired , now 
| negletted, orely becauſe as Bildad peakes they are but 
; of yeſterday! Moſt mens indgement of writers is the | 
' ſame that of wine. Lnk.5.39. Theolde is better. And | 
yer of. enitimes, the old ts bard and tar t, and neercy vi- | 
 neger then wine , whenthe » ew #6 ſweet and pleaſant. 
| How mar» j workes of ſore of t'c Father s which have (1}- | 
tle worth tiſe in them belides a ntiquity, ana the credit © 
' of an ancient Fathers name? How woulwewvilifie thoſe 
| [ame things in wew; which wee [0 magnifi: in olde wri- 
| ters? 7 ſbeake ut not toderozate 0:7 from the worth of | 
| *Yoleanciert worthies, and reweren.?  ſager,( 1 g1me them 
a. due reuererc and reſpet? )but only to meet with that 
| fond hamour, which meaſures worth onely by age, as if 
| .othing could br good, but that which u olde: And from | 
a meane conceit of wriersperions knowne, are ready to 
| premage their workes unread, and nhuowne. 
' But as for your Ladiſhip ;, Iperſwade my ſclfe that 
| your knowledgeof the Authors perſon, parts, anden- 
| dowments wherewithall God hadgrac d him, will be the 
| greater means towinne your Honourable acceptance of 
' thus worke. Ando much the rather ao Ipreſume wpon | 
' your La "iſhips fauour heerein, becauſe whileſt this Au- | 
thor lined(out of a lone to his graces, ond honowrabled [- 
poſition ) he entended ths worke taxhaue bene honoured 
| | by the Patronage of yeur woorthy and robe noble bro 
' ther who new alſs together with this Author ts at reſt, | 
| ſngin7 h:auenly Halleluiahs 1m the preſence of the 
Lambe. | 
Pardon me co0d Madam , if | 1: new your oriefe with | 
the mentjon and remembrance of (9 great a loſſe. Giue 
A 4 a 
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perſonage, And as inhbi loſſe there is great cx 


good is taken trom vs, we may fear becauſe ſome 
euillis comming vpon vs, The righteor: periſhet 


that ts tocome. Surely when good men,eſpeciallyt 


full preſaze of much anger, an1 euill to rome. T he 


plagues to hide our ſclues. 


vs leane to teſtific our fellowfeeling of your ſorrowes. 
Pwubl:ck loſſes may n0t paſſe without publicke heauines.1t 
is a loſſe that yeelds 15 argument both of great griefe co 
44 great fear : Can it be a ſmall griefe toſec our ſelues de- 
priued of the ſe benefit of ſo many rare veriues,e bo- 
norableinclinations,of ſo great learning in [o few years, 
of ſo great grace holines, and religion inſo young yearcs, 
as were {weetly met x5 combined in him ? His rare ex- 
dowments, hu noble diboſition, hu religious converſa- 
ton, his repefull ſeruice to Gods Church,and tha king - 
dom conſidered, I may ſay of th: Church and Commons- 
' wealth, as on? Valcrius ſpake of Cornelia n the loſſe of 
her loving husban2, Corneliamneſcio an tzliciorem 
dixcrim quod talem virum habuecrit, an miſeriorem 
quod amilerit : 1 « hard to ſay whether we were bap-! 
prer in the imtoyment, or unhappier in the loſſe of ſuch a 


i ſo noleſſe of feare, Wee may grieue that ſo great 


no man conſrdereth that be % taken away, from the enill 
Tre:t men,Cy you! gmentos, aretaken awayg't is a fear- 
make vs all wiſe tocon tider the deaths »f ſuch men that 
the feare of enills 10 com*, may make vs [erhe yo auoide— 


entl{ preſent and make v5 prudent in the foreſ1ght of the 


But ye: in 1h: mitdeſt of this greefe and ferre , your 


| 


fe of 


Ireat 
4 and 


being 


Lord 


' Ladiſh'p ts not left altog ther comfortles, 131t is 8com- 
fort that Gol honoured your fam te with ſuch an one, 
| ſo is this alſo none of the leaſt comforts to you , that you 
| mhurne 
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mourne not alone, but hae the hearts of all good men | 
heauy with yours. 1t makes our 105 the greater to haue | 
| others reioyce with 5, hen wee retoyce : but it makes | 
our ſorrow the leſſe when we haue others, to weepe with | 
| 5, when we weepe. Did Abner, /ai4 Dauid, dye asa | | 
foole ? Ss of him it may be ſaid. Did h: dye as 1m immes- | 
riting, 4s an ignoble perſon? without tcares ? without | 
| lamentation ? ]thinke I may boldly ſpeakeit, that newer | 
| any of his place,and of his yeares, left more beans hearts | 
| behinde him then hee hathdone. Theſe ire miſerable— | 
| eriefes indeede, when others find matter of 1oy in the— | 
matter of our eriefe, and langh at our reaves ;, tut then | 
may we grieve comfortably, when we ſee others toyne_ 
with 1s, and lay to heart our loſſes, as well as our 
ſelues. 
Iwould willinzly both inlarge his commendation and 
| ear griefe, but theſe require rather a Volume then an E- | 
'piſtle. And 1may fpeake of him as Auguſtine of an 9- | 
| ther , Illa quidem anima in ſocietatem fidelium et. 
 caſtarum recepta,laudesnec curat , nec quzrithu- | 
' manas,imitarionein tantum quzcit: He deſires more | 
' the imitation then co*vrendation of h:s vertuesz, © the 
imitation rather of his lie, thn a lawentation for his 
| | death. 
Tet may 1 not altogether paſſe oner mn ſilence his holie 
and religious cour(e; which was,to kerpea c talogue or 
| diary of his finnesaguinſ! God: and eu:ry meht.cr no ie 
next morninggto reviev the faults of the day pait: Eue- 
| rie Saboth morning 01 nig\t before to reutew the fault; 
of the who'e we ke : end atthernde of cuery moneth 0 
furuiy the while moneths tranſoreſiions. This did hee 
daily, weeke.y, and monthly, thereby the better to hums- | 
ble 
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ble ble himſelfe for his ſinnes, and renew hs prefiiſe bf re- 
pentance. And the day before his receiuing of the holie 
Sacrament did alwaies w/e to humble himſelfe before 
the Lord with faſting prayer ,an1 confeſron thereby the 
better to prepare himſelfe for the more worthy and com- 
fortabierecetuing of the h ly communigr. 

I ſay nothing ;, -f his religious obſeruatio » of the Saba- 
9th by himſelfe alone, & wit 1 hu people about him bath 
before and after tht publickeexerciſes , im meditation : 
reading, prayer, a" d repetitions. Hu carefull expenſe of 
time,hs keepingof [et houres of ſtudy. Thus did he with 
good lofiah, while he was yet a child ſecke the Lord. 
By means of which | is holy & conſtaxt courſe in ſeeking 
the Lord, in fewe yeares he became wiſer then his aunct- 
ents and teachers, and preſerued hi young yeares,gn 
2reat honour and reputs tron,free from all the blemiſhes 
and [tayns of you:h, notwithBanding the manifold occa- 
ſions to the contrary in regard of h1s place & condition. 
The truth is,the world was not worthy of him. Hu wver- | 
twes and his graces were fitter for heauen, then this im- 
pure earth, 

Let vi now that are behinde , turne our griefe into 
care, /et our care bee to follow th iſe holy ſteps hee hath | 
trod before VS.T rue is is you can neuer recouer his per- 
ſon, his eyaces you may :7 he greefe mill bee the |:ſſe ſor. | 


the leſſe of his perſon, ir you make areconery of his gra-| 
| ces, IWhileſt his ſpirit is doubled pon your Honour and | 
| his graces ſh:1l (urnive in your rehgious imitation , ſo | 
' lone we ſhall count himliuing in your ſelfe. 

And now Right hano1ra ble 1imtreat you byth- loue , 
that he bave to this Author," > by the loue th.t you bare 
to his honourable Patrones, your deceaſed Fath:r , and. 
Fro ather | 


© Lon 
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Brother(both now glorified Saints )to teftifi: your loue | 
to this Author by your honourable , and fauourable ac- | 
ceptance of this work. | 
| May your Ladliſhip but ple:ſe to vouchſafe the rea- | 
ding,and diligent peruſall thereof, and 1 dare pre(ume 
wpon as much. Thus as I have raiſed this to light, ſol 
| comm:nd it to your Honors patronage, andprotection : 
| and your Honour ts the patronage and protetiion of the 
Lord leſus, May.s. Epping in Eſſex. 


Your Honours 


in all ſervice 
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| T he heart is deccitfull above all things, and euill , whocan 

know it ? I the Lord ſearch the heart and try the reines, 

that I may giue to euery one accoraing 10 hs Wwates ac- 


cording to the fruit of his workes. 


Cnapy, I. 


The Text opened ; A preparation to the trea- 
tiſe following, thewing the originall of the hearts 
Jeceirfulneſls, the diffcultie, and yer the meanes 
of A it. 


STRAY HE prophet having grieuouſly| 
a HRT menaced the Iewes in the be- 

| ginning of this Chapter ; be- 
Py cauſe he ſaw , how much they 
Rag bore themſelues out againſt 
NEE, theſe threatnings, vpon hope of 
= be «£eyptian his helpe ; there- 
fore in the fifth verſe hee curſeth all ſuch, as rely 
vpon man , and make fleſs theer arme, contrarily blel- 
ng ſuch, as intheir dangers ſhroud and thelter | 


[an what thenis all t 


chemſelues vnder the wing ofthe Almighty. 


Bur heerethe Jewes hauing madearovenan with | 


bell and death , would be a ha obicR againſt rhe 
$ threatning to vs ? 
\Vee 


Coher. 
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| The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
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; Weeare none of thoſe that withdraw their hearts 
from God. Vſe of meanes doth not preiudice truſt 


A 


| 


| 


inGod. Truſtin God as it cannot ſtand with rru# | 
in meanes ſo neither without w/c of meanes when | 
they may be had. Wee repoſe our ſelues on God | 


as much as thy ſelfe, or anyelſe : and we repaire to 
the ſecond caules, only as {eruiceable, and ſubord:- 
[nate tothe hrit. Therefore as the ſparrow by wan- 
' dring , and the ſwallow by flecinz eſcape, (o this thy 
| cauſeleſſe curſe ſhall not come: neither are we ſuch chil- 
dren to beskarred with bug{-words. 


this obietion,and keepeth them trom this {tarting 

hole,ſaying, The heart & deceitful, as it he thould ſay: 
 Flatter not your ſelues ina vaine conceit, that you 
with-drawe not your heart from God, and ſo God 
will not with-drawe his from you. Nothing more 
ealy than for a man to deceiue himſelfe : for the 
heart by re:ſon of the great wickedneſle thereof,is 
a bottom-leſſe and vnſcarchable gulfe of guile ; in 
ſo much as none can know, not only anothers, bur 
not his owne heart, The Lord only hath reſerued 
this asa prerogatiue royallto himlſelfe, exatly ro 


The prophet theretore 1n this verſe preuenterh | 


know the depth of our hearts : that ſo, though * 
men conceiuing well of themſelues, may conceiue | 
| amiſſe of God, as one that by his doings will not | 
juſtifie the prophets ſayings ; yet hee tudging of 
men according to the ſecret diſpolition and conſti- | 
tution of their hearts, may deale with them accor- | 
dingly, bleſſing thoſe thatin truth do truſt in him, | 

| but curling fach as with-drawe from him, though | - 
| not their tongues, yettheir hearts. Thus is the or- | 


der | 
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| The deceitfulneſſe of an beart. | 


der and generall purpoſeof the wordes. 

They containe in them a propolition concerning 
the hearts deceittulneſſe. Heere twothings are to 
be conſidered : what is meant by heart, what by 
deceitfwll. 

By heart, mans heart is meant, as appeareth by 
the context. And now becauſe mans heart is one 
of the principallſeats ofthe ſoule ot man, theretore | 
by a Metonymy of the ſubie?, it is viually in the | 
Scripture put ſometimes for the whole ſoule,ſome- 
times (and that more frequently ) for ſuch ſpeciall | 
faculties in the ſoule, as more ſpecially belong to 
the heart, as the will and afteQions. But heere 1t 1s 
to beetaken for the whole ſoule and all the parts ! 
thereof , the vnderſtanding , the will, theafteRi- 
ons: tor all are deceirtull. 

The word deceitful is ſignificant in the Hebrew, 
comming of a verbe which i1gnifieth to ſupplant, 
as runners inthe race vſ{eto do; and from this word 
| had Jakob his name, becauſe he caught Eſaw by the 
heele when he was comming forth of the wombe: 
So doe our hearts cunningly, as it were, trip our 
heele, when weeare to runne the race which is ſet 

before vs. Though heere allo that reaſon of the 
| name which Eſas talſely gaue to 1akeb, may truely 
agreeto our hearts, __ 
becauſe they cozen many , and doe their indeuour | 
to cozen all of Gods blefhng and the heauenly in- 
' heritance. But it may be asked, Is this deceittul- | 
neſſe giuen vntoall men indifferently, or only to | 
ſome ? Anſw. Toall, ſaue Chriſft,in whoſe month (and | 


may they be called 7akobs, | 


ſo heart) was ſound no guile. By nature all our hearts 
B 2 are 
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 arealike, And the changethar grace makesin this | 
life is not ſuch, but thatin ſome lorrt,the heart of the - 
beit may [til] be {aid to bedeceitfull. Chriſt indeed | 
giues Nathimaelthis praile, that there was no guile | 
Pol.zz:, [inhisheart, and Dawidſaics the like of cuery witi-| 
fied man : burthisis true only of rhe 77, ot thc 
new, Or yowng mm that is created by God in the re- 
generate, and not of the fleſs, that olde man, an oldc 
toxc indeed, that by reaſon ot his age 1s often too 
hard for the yong man : for yourh 13 but trmple 
| regard of old age ; Howbcrt as yong men grow 
| ſtill ro further perfection, and are on the increating | 
| hand, whereas old men decreaſc, till ar length az<- 
brings dotage : fo heere the craft of this old wanis | 
daily » weakened, the rather for thoſe man y wounds , 
| which the ftronger yong mans arme gies him 
| in the braine, wheres the ſpiritual! wiſdone of the 
yonzman increaſeth daily. Thus then we interpret | | 
theſe words of the prophet, The heart of man is | 
deceitfull, cuenthewhole heart of the wicked, be-! 
cauſe it15 wholly fleſh ,and part of the heart of the 
godly , namely the vnregenerare and flethly part, ' 
| The heart of the wicked is decerttull witha tall, 
| ſtrong, and reigning decenfulnelle, the deceitful- 
nefle that is in rhe heart of the godly is weaker, as 
being diſcerned of them , and ftronen againſt by 
them, The heart of the wicked ſhewes it deceirtul- | 
| neſfe in the wholecourſe of their lines, The godly on-, 
| ly in ſome particuler nttions. As't is faid of Dawid he | 
| was VDrioht in all thinss, ſave only in the matter of V/r1- | 
ah, T he gencrall current of his life was free” from, 
| deceitfulneſle , though notrhe perriculer ation ; 
Contrarily' 


| 
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Contrarily the heart of the wicked may be vpright 
| in ſore particular actions, as Abimelechs in the taking 
' of Sarah. 1know ſaith God thou haſt done thi im the wp- 
' righteſſe of thy heart : yet not in the mane of their 
lives. This is proper only to the godly that they 
are 7/pright in their way, that is the conſtant tenor of 
their converſation. Now tis deceittuinetle heere 


| giuen to the heart, 15 ſet torth, Firlt,by the grearneſ/e * 


| of it : aboue all things . Secondly, by the caſe of it: 

and euill. Thirdly, by the <1/earchableneſ/e of t,fuch 
| that none can know it, tigured with an interroga- 
tion who canknow it ? that 15 nonepthimlelte by his 
owne mother wit, without a higher and clearer 
I:ght. 


| Tobezinfirſt with the deceirfulne//e of the heart, 


| and then to come to the illuſtrations of it after- | 


ward ; It may be asked for the better vnderttan- 
ding ehercot, How comes this deceittulneſle into 
| the heart? Is not the heart Gods creature ? and did 
| he not make it ttmple, plaine, and true ? whence 
then this traude ? Lord thou ſowed{t in this held 
' of mans heact the good corne of taith, truth, ftnce- 
| rity ? whence then theſe tares ? Sa/omoy tels vs, 
| Ecclef, 7.31. God made man righteous : but they haue_ 
( [ou2ht out many muentions : tor howloeuer theſe in- 
wentions ang deceits (as Moſes ſheweth Gep.3.) were 
| firſt torged inthe Deuils braine, & came our of his 
{hop ; 'et becauſe they were (o readily apprehen- 
ded, & asit were bouzht vp fo fait by our firſt pa- 
rents, therefore Salomon alcribes them to man. So 
that howſocuer heere allo the queſtion concerning 
theſe cares, yea thiſtles of treachery , and a pertidi- 
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ouſneſſe in our hearts may truly be anſwered with. 
The enuious man bath ſowen 
them ; yet withall it may iuftly be ſaid, becauſethe 
ground did fo open hir mouth tor chem, that the 
held it felte did bring them torth. It at the lrlt, 
when as this field was as the plealant Eden ot God ; 
how much more now, when, h: auing the /al: as1t | 
were of Gods curſe ſowen vpon it, it 15 become as a 
barren wilderneſlc ? It Adam and Eve might bee 
charged as the hrit tarhers, and tounders of rhote | 
deceitull inuentions ſuggelted by Sathan, bec: ule] 
of their ready, how much more wee, becaule ot our 
greedy apprehenlion oft them, whereby wee drinke 
them in .zs the fiſh doth water ? It they for milling 
_— to, how much more wee, for w/full conſþ1 - 

withthe deuill? Sothat,wharſoeuer the Scrip-/ 
tures ſhall rell vs concerning the temprers wiles, 
wee may lately draw ithither, and apply it to our 
ſelues, partners, and practizers with Sathan in his 
{tratagems againſt our owne ſoules. 

Weeſecethen the rocke, whereout this deceitful- 
nelle was hewen- _ A pigge it isof our owne ſowe, 
a flower (weede rather) of our ownegarden. [tre- 
maineth, that, more particularly , wee ſhould lee 
whatitis, wherein it conliſts, and ſhewes it ſelfe. 
A labour ſurely full of difficultie. For as the wo-| 
man of Samaris ſaid of her Well to Chriit, TheWell 
us deepe, and thou haſt no pucher, the ſame may wee lay 
to our ſelues of this pit, this puddle, this den, this 
dungeon. Itis very both darke,and deepe. Who | 
can ſee it ? who can ſoundit ? Andalas where are 
vur buckets to empty it ? Who hath not cauſeto 
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' complaine with $S*. Auſten , Iuit cauſe hane 1 to be-| 


£47 Z+> (wit 
\ waile that darkneſ/e, m wh:ch that power that is within | fe ng S 
Me, ts bid from me ; ſo that my ſoule asking it [elfe con- | rb regngut- 
| bel 7 15 0 Cit Tf fe 
cernin? it owne /trenzth, cannot ſafe!y beleene it ſelfe 3 be-| \,,,_. 


| | Cauſe © ex that which indeede 15 in v8, 15 kept ſecret from| 11m of, v: a 

| <'6,1Hl exrerience manifeſt it ? O ye many blind cor- | vs fr = 
' ners, the (ecret turnings and windings, the perplex | 7,7 1. 
 labyrinthes, thecloſc lurking: -holesrhatare heere! | "-/« «7 


TX 27 Ke 
| who would thinke that within the compatle of © "—_ 


| mer i4 


ſo [mall a piece of fleth, there [ſhould be roome e-| ed 
nough to harbour ſuch {warmes oft vaine and vile |. 4 alum "fre 
thoughts, de'tres, attections ; and that farre more | -x»-1cn1;a ma 
ſecretly from being eſpied by vs, than the largeit| "7 Fer. 
and valtelt Cities can doe any skouting naughty E- 
'P ck? Man isa great deepe,whoſe very hires are num- pI. —_ 
| Lred before thee © Lord. And yet eaſier it is to know the | ſundum of ho- 
mumber of his haires, then of the motrons and affect ions 0 RAY 4 
| of his heart , as excellently Saint Asften. For asin| , , uwnruss 
Hercnle ; monſler {till freth heads, one {pringing » vp | {4c Fr rms 
| akcer the cutting off of the other, and as in Ezekrels| TT OO 
' temp'e, aticr the ſighr of ſome abominatt ns ſtill} 7 ,q am of- 
| moe : ſoheereinthis lo intinite a receptacle of de-| (harem 
| ceirfull thoughts, one deceit ſucceeding, and prel-| | | 
| 11ng hard atthe hceles of another. Many muentions 
| aid Salomon ſpeaking f thoſe ar the hrit, inthe 
| heart only of Adam and Ewe. How then is the 
number (thinke we) increaſed ſince, there being 
' none, whoſe braine or brett hath not calt in his wr 
| dowes mite at lealt into the common treaſury! [tthis 
{tinking riuer were (0 great where hrit it roſe, how 
then thinke we hath it inlarged it ſelfe, being runne 
' thus farre ? No marucile then it the prophet, as it 


| x B 4 Cre 


kOULE 612, 


—— > 


8 The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


— CONES ' "#1" EAROR 
wereamazed to ſee ſuch ltters, yea legions of deceit- 
full diuvels couching cloſe in this their [tinxing tte, | 
'crie out, as heere wee heare him ; The heart & deceu- 
 fuil abowe all things , who can know ut ? So mſticall are | 
| theſe hearts ot ours. So deepe and abitrule arc hir 
; mylteries of deceic. \Vhy then will ſome ſay, doe 
| you trouble your (elfe in vaine ? for it none can 

know this myſterie of inquity, how then can you 
| know it ? howcan you make vs know it ? 


—  — — 


The meanes | [anſ{wer, though no man know itas oft himlcite, | 
MEE = yet /the Lordknow; and it weplow with his heyfer,we | 
ceits. [hall know the darkeſt riddles. There is a myſteric | 


ludg.14-18. | of tin (faies one) lying in the foldes of our hearts, 

| which wee ſhall neaer ſee vnleſle the ([piricot God 
enter in, and giue vs light : for this /prrtt ſearcheth 
the deepe things of God 1. Cor. 2. much more can it 
ſearch the deepneſle of Sathan,and of mans deceit- 
tull heart. If then we conſult with the Lordes (pi- 
rit, wee may learneof him,what theſe deceits bee, 
ſo far forth,as hee hath reuealed them,in his word ; 
which isa light, whereby we may ſee in this , cuen 
more then «&gyptian darkeneſſe. Theretore our S4- 
wiour counſelleth vs to take the benefit of this 
light, and notto letit ſtand vnder the bed,and that 
ypon this grounde, for there 15 nothing hid [ namely 
in our hearts,though neuer ſo cloſely ] but it ſhall be | 
opened, namely by the power of « word, moſt | 
1.Cor.t4. |plainly. And this Paw/exemplifies in his /drer,com- | 

ming into the Chureh aſſemblies, and in hearing | 
| the word opened,ſeeing himſelt and his own heart-/ 
| opened, and the ſecrets thereof diſcouered. Counſel 

Pro.26.5.in- [l vnderſtand it of crafty counſel }is in the heart of man: 
terpreted. but | 
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but a wan of wnderſtaniimg (vnderitand it ſpecially 
| of ſpirituall vnderitanding our of the worde) Wl 
| fetch it eut, ſaith Salomen. Hcere the holy Ghoſt ma- 
| keth the wiſedome of the word to be a bucket, able 
to bring vp the fhithy mire our ot the deepelt pits 
' of decentull hearts. And 1t the wiſe man haue $k1ll 
' to let down this bucket into other mens hearts,and 
drawe it vp tull againe, much more then into his 
owne. Though then naturally wee are ail blinde, 
walking in the darke Cloylters ot our hearts ; yet,it 
the Lord go betore vs with his torch, it hee take vs, 
as once Ezecnel,into this corrupt temple (table ra- 
ther) and lead vs a long by his word and (pirit, wee 
ſhall then cieerly lee the [cuerall rankes, and orders 
. of the abhominable deceits therein : tor inthe 
word of God there are many wonders to be ſeenc, 
as Dawid conteſleth , in that his prayer , Open mine | Plal 119.18. 
cies © Lord, that Imay ſee wonders out of thy law, A- 
 mong the which this ot our owne hearts Txborrel- 
led and anatomiztd, 1s not the lealt. Indeed when 
our dead bodies are whole, wee cannot ſee what is 
within, They will caſt forth an euil fauour,and we 
may ſee ſome filthineſſe and deformity in them. 
The which yertis bur ſweetneſle,and beauty tothar | 
| wee ſee, when the body is cut, opened, and intrals 
| taken out. Surely the noſes and eies, eucn of ſome 
' naturall men, haue diſcerned in mans heart Vnope- | 
| ned, vnſauoury naſtineſſe, odious ouglineſſe. But 
| alas all that was not enough to humble them, nei- 
ther wasitany thing to that they might haue ſeene | 
inthe heart broke vp by God,the only skiltull ana-' 
tomizer thereof. Who,as he ſeeth all things there- | | 
in, | | 
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in,lying naked as in an anateme,as the Apoltle ſpea- 
ke:h, /eb.q.13. loallo hath helaid it open in his 
word vnto vs ; as in the verle betore,the ſame Apo- 
fM>.412.1- | ftleſheweth, The word of God is linely, ſharper then the 


LE Soon on EE EEE 
. , — 5 & , 


4 rcrpicted, ; . : 
. fans two edged (word, a diſcerner of the thoughts , and ſecret 
8 | intents of the heart, neuther is there any creature , which 
oF * | 1£ not mmnife/t mit ficht, namely of the word before 


| ſpoken of : torſo Lthink,without any violence ot- 
| ' tered to the words, may that text be interpreted 
| And the word | creature | I take for the creature of 
| the heart, namely the thoughts and intents there- 
| of betore mentioned. That the ſenſe thould be 
this. The word diſcerneth the thoughts of our 
heart; not ſome, but all. Nothin3 1s there,that the 
heart forgeth,framerth,and as it were createth with- 
in it ſelte, which this word taketh not notice of. But 
| ofthis let the learned1udge. 
| > Per 1.19, Well then, fincethe word is that ught which jh;- 
| retreted. | meth inthis darkneſſe, hauing it with vs, venter we to 
| deſcend downe into thus deepe dungeon, and to 
launch our into this vait Gcean, having this plum- 
| Pul.107.23. | met to ſound the botrome thereof. They that oe 
| downe mio the deepes, laith the prophet, they ſee the 
| workes and wonders of the Lord. Burt they that goc 
| downe into this deepe are not now like to ſeeany | 
We, thing , butthe deepneſſe of $.1chan , the workes and 
{| *** | wondersof the Divel, the Ziu:athanthat ſporteth 
| 


: him{elfe in theſe waters, or rather a Neptune trium- 
; phing heere, as in his kingdome : which f1ghr, 
| ' though haply not ſo pleafins, yet profitableit will be, | 
|  forto thameand humble vs : tor heere in the word | 


| arethoſe cleere waters, which it wee trouble them | 
nor, 


; 
b 
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not, with the mudde of our owne afteftions, like 
the Elephant ; cleerely wee may lee our owne de- 
| tormity-Hercis a glaſ/e,wherin we may behold the 
taces ot our hearts,& elpy euen the (malleſt wrinkle 
of deceit whatſoeuer. And that not fo, as our na- 
turall taces in common glaſſes, where we forget, as 
ſooneas our eye 15 out of the glafle, what was the | Iames ». 
talhion of our face ; but ſo that ſtill che (1ght ſeene 
{hall ſticke by vs, preſenting it lelte ro the eye of | 
our vnderſtanding. When {ome cunning deceit- 
tull cheete hath ſtollen ought trom thee, thou run- 
nelt preſently to the cunning wizard, a worletheet, 
a worſe deceiuer, to (ee in his deceiveable glaſſe, I 
know not whatphanlie,the theefe it ſhould be,that 
hath robbed thee. Loe thy heart, the moſt cratty | 
and colening theete that can be,hath robbed thee, 
and doth daily hich from thee thy richeſt treaſure. 
Andcanſt thou in thy little loſſe run to the Diuels 
lying glafſe, to tinde out alittle theete, and wilt 
thou notin thy greater loſſe come to Gods true 
glaſſe, to tinde out the great theefe ? If thou 
thinkeſt there is no ſuch theefe that ſteales ought 
from thee, doe bur come hether to this glaſle and 
thou ſhaltſee him, and all the trickes and my- 
ſteries of his cony-catching trade. 
Come I ſay, and ſee him « fort, 
acting ofthem. 
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Canary, IT. 
| Of the aecertfulneſſe of the heart ins 


rezard of others. 


| Aking then the anatomizing knite of the 
| word, and ripping vp the beliy of this mon- 
ter, I tndeſuch an infinite number of the veines of 
 decerttulneſſe, and thoſe fo knorty and intricately 
; Infolded together, that hard it is diſtin&tly, and 
; cleerely to ſhew them all. Neuertheleſſe, God a(- 
{ (iſting, wee ſhall doe our beſt endeauour. Ithinke 
| therefore that all the deceittulnefleoftthe heart,dil- 
| Couered to vs in the word,may be reduced to theſe 
| two heads. Firſt,the deceitfulneſſe, whereby we de- 
| ceiue #thers only : Secondly thar, whereby alſo we 
; deceiue our ſelues, 

| The formeris nat that, which heere the Pro- 
pher fo muſh aimeth at. And therefore we will 
not ſo much inſiſt vpon it. Tt thewes it ſelfe (pecial- 
ly intwo things ; in difſmmmlation, and ſinmlation, in 
diſſembling and concealing that which indeede is, 
and in feigning, and countertciting that which 1n- 
 deede is not. Difſirealationis either of exill or 2007. 
| The diflembling of ewiff is threefold : Ot euill r- 
| bee done or indoin? : ſecondly, from being done :thirg- 

ly already done. a 
The hearts deceitfulneſſe in hiding that eu1l! 
which ſhee purpoſeth to doe or 1s in doing, 1s to 
make faire even of the quite contrary. And there- 
fore in hir witty wickedneſle, [hce inuenteth ſome 
colourable 


— 


— — 
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colourabley pretence t> t ſhadow kir maliceand mil | | 
chicte. When A4erod intended wo!luſhly ro worrie | 
| Chrilt, he pretended yet reli27ouſly ro warſi1p him. | | 
' Smmcon and Lewi cloked their purpoſed maflacre of | 
| the Sichemite*, with the conſcience of circumcali- | 
' on : Abſalom his creaſon, with the religion of his | | 
row : 194uþ his perfidioutnetſero Abner, and Ama- | | 
' z4 with friendly words, and liren-like falutations : | 
| | 1/macl his murtherous minde toward choſe eightic 
men, with hts Crocodile teares :; Wnd.xs his conctoul- | ler.41.6; 
' nefle, with a thew of a liberall and mercitull attec- | 
| tion towards the poore : andthe ewes their exme | 
: againtt Chriſt, with their datze to Ceſar. Thimke ye 
| chat the Ives cared for C £/ar ? No, none {o impa- 
| tient of his yokeas they: Bur the had murtherous 
| hearts, thirttingtor our Lords blond ; that was the 
| true cauſe ; and thecauſc of rheir malicious heart 
| was their exil eye, that could not mdure the glori- 
| ous brightneſfle of his grace. Burt it they thould 
| havealleaged rhar, all che world wontd have cried | 
| thame on them: theretore ro hide the 0dioutneſle 
of therr ta, rhey {cr on it the tairemaskeof loyal- 
tie to Ceſur. Thus alwates in theperſecaions of | loſcphs coare, 
loſeph , his coate thall be brought forth, as ir was | ©” PE aq 
once by his ennious brerhren, that ſold him ; ; by |” 
his whor.th mittreſſe, thar llandered him. Some 
| one ſpecious and plautible pretence or otherthall | 
' bedeuiſed bythe wicked, to fauetheir credit i the | 
' world. Sol.kerowers in the boare,whiteſtin rheir | 
 pretence they looke one way, in their ozentthey 80 | 
| the cleane contrary. This trick of deceirfalnefle | 
| the heart hath learned of vhat arch-maſtcrof de- | 
 ceits, 
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ceites, the Diuell. Who ſometimes will necedes be- 
comea Preacher ofrhetruth, as when he (aid, Theſe 
are the ſeruants of the moſt high Gol ov. leſus of Naza- 
ret,1 know who thou art, euen the holy one of God : but 
yet he then plotteth miſchiete, thinking by one 


| rruth, to conuey and windinto our minds an hun- 


dred lies. Thus truth is made to vſher falſhood:for 
euen in thoſe his ſugredglozing words ,wherin he 
preacheth Chriſt the Sauior of the world,it is eaſy 
ro ſpy out war in hs hart,for it is to be marked, how 
he calleth him leſus of Nazarer, thereby to nourith 
the error of the multitude, that thought he was 


| borne there, and fo not the Mefah, whoſe birth 


they all knew ought to beat Bethblem. leſws then, 
and the holy ewe of God are butter and oile , as was af- 
terward,Good maſter thou regardeſt no mans perſon; but 
leſus of Nazaret, that is a ſword, as was afterward, 
Is it lewfull to give tribute ? And ſo that which Sals- 
mon (peaketh of the flatterer, that he readeth a net 
before his brothers feete, is true in thoſe flattering 
ſpeaches. The diuel ſometimes giueth the truth:in- 
- he doth but ſera ſnare to catch the truth in. 
As Saul, a good ſcholler in this ſchoole did for Da- 
id, in giuing him Michel to wife : 1will gzwe him bir, 
faith he, that fhee may be 4 ſnare unto him, and that the 
hand of the Philiſtims may be pon him. Heere is a 

oodly ſhow of ſpeciall ftauour and good will,cuen 
Ge ; fimple David was ina manner rauiſhed with 
it, to thinke that his meaneſſe ſhould be honoured 
with ſo great a marriage. But it is but a baite coue- 


ring the hooke, honie, poyſon. Theſe of all other 
arethe moſt ſecret deceits, which are thus mantled 


and 
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1nd masked with the diſguiſed pretences of ſpeci- 
all loue and kindnefle. And theretore Sa/omon not 
| ignorant heereof, when he commends bounty and 
| munificence in a prince, he aſſociates :ruththereto. 
| Bountie and trath doe gard the King, that 15 to lay a 
| true (not atrecherous bounty : tor there isa talle 
| and lying bounty , deceiuing thoſe on v/hom it13 
| beſtowed. And asin the prouerbe there are gi/i- 
| leſſe 2ifts.Such as was that of Sau!to Dawid; bread in 
| one hand, aſtone inthe other. Intinice were it to 
ſpeakeall that mighr be ſpoken heere. It is ſo com- 
mon a practiſe inthe world, yea and it is counted 
wiſedome for men thus tovayle their intents with pre- 
tences, their meaning with their words,that the truth may 
be thawght falſe, and falſchood true. When they meane 
to /{rike the head with one hand,they wil firſt froke 
it with the other, or, as he faies, with one hand they 
willclaw on the head, with the other [mite on the cheeſe. 
Thetale-bearer when he comes to ſet his brothers 
good nameat fale, how cunningly, how artificially 
will hee traduce ? meaning to brce his brother, hee 
will firſt k///e him. But well did Salomon preferre a 
' friends wounds before ſuch kiſſes : for theſe kiſſes are 
. in145 kiſſes. They wound mortally : the other me- 
; Aicimally. Theretore excellently doth Sa/omencha- 
'r1Rer him, The werdes of the whiſperer (as Tremellims 
 reades it,, are like to the words of thoſe thit are often 
knocked : but they goe downe into the bowels of the belly. 
S9 deepely doe they pierce. When he begins firſt 
to open his packe, he will fetch a deepe fighe, pro- 
teſting that becauſe of his grear loue to the party, 
heis very ſorrie for him;and fo at length with a ſad 
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16 The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
Vehementer do- | COUNTENAance, with cies calt downe, with a {[low,and 
les quis vele - 


lamenting voice, as though the offence of his bro- 
ther were to him as a blow with a cudgell, out 
comes the {launder :loea cunning cranke ot deepe 
and diuilith decetttulnefle, ſo to difguile murtherime 
malice, that it ſhall be taken cuen for wotherly mercee, 
to lament & crie as it himſelte were beaten, whileſt 
he, with the ſcourge of his viperous tongue vnmer- 
cifully lalheth othets. 

So allo vnder the colour of zeale and hatred a- 
gainſt ſinne, doe ſome couer their hatred againſt 
mens perſons in their bitter cenſuring ot them. 
And others vnder the colour of erm? thankes to 


+ | 

' God hidetheir vaine oftentation of ther owne ver- 

Þ | Luk. 16. tues,as that Pheri/ce,that ſaid, Lord Ithanke thee [am 

= | Sed ne bx qui- | not 4s thas publicane . But as Chryſoſtome (aies , thu 

'Þ jm gee Would nat [erue hu turne : for it is no thinkſ-gimms to 

F- enim gratiaroms | 10 Upbraide athers with their fawults,and boaitimmzly to in- 

. | «Froeffalys | ſult ower theſe which hawe done ami(ſe. 

'* "= 9 But heere wee ſhould do the Church of Rome 

> - q«peccaverwnt | 1NUTIE £O leaue hir out, who indeede carrieth away 
7 namang '» | the bell fromall others inthis kinde of deceitful 


painting and colouring: vnder the name of Chriſts 


— — 


{poule playing the filchy barlor; vnder the title of 


the Church hghting againſt the Church ; vnder 
the colour of Religion taking away the wigoxr of it, 
andin a worde making the /hrw of godlineſſe to be 
only a cloake of wickedneſ/e. 1 would rather ſet our 


this in Maſter Foxes words, then in mine owne, he 
hath ſo lively and in the right colours daftribed,or | 
rather deformed this monter, thus writing of hir. 
,»» As ndottrine, fo in order of lite, and deepe hy-. 
» pocrilie , 
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pocrilie was thee corrupted,doing all things vnder | 
| pre;ences and diftlembled mities, V nder the pretence 
of Perrys chanre,they cxerciicd a maiclty aLouc enm- 
perorsand Kings: V nderthe viſour of their vowed 
chaltity reigned aduiterie:\ nder the cl0ake oft pro- 
teiicd pouerty,they polictied the good. of the tem- | 
poraltie:vnder the titic of b&ng dead tothe world, 
| they not only reigned in the worid , but alſo ruied 
the world: vnderthe colour: tthe keyes of Heauen 
to hang vnder their girdle, they brought all rhe e- | 
ſtates of the world vnder their girdle,and crept,not 
only into the purſes of men,but alſo into the:r con- | E 
ſciences : they heard their contethons, they knew | 


i 33 


their ſecrets; they diſpenſed as they weredifpoſed, | ,, 
and looſed what them liſted. And ſo much tor the | ,, 
firſt deceitfull diſhmulation of euilito be done, |, 
Theſecond 1s, when the euill which wee arerea- | Thefecond 
| dy to doe, is yet, by aſubtill kind of violence kept | from b<ny 
in, ſo that it comes not forth into the outward aR. | © 
Thus many thereare that politiquely,by a ſmooth ' 
and cloſe carriage, ſmother , and preſſe in many of 
their vices, which if they ſhovid break torth, might | 
| hinder them intheir deiignes or deſires. An exam- | 
| ple wee haue in Hamman; who though inwardly bee | 
| {welled with malice againſt Mordecaie, becauſe of 
his itifte knee, and ſtout heart : yet,as the Scripture 
laies, he refrained himſelfe ; he brake not forth into 
any diſtemper of words, bur craftily concealed and 
| confined hisanger within the bounds of his owne 
| boſome; lealt otherwiſe the ſucceſſeof his bloody 
lot, already afſented to by the King, might have | 


, beene hindred ; when as by this meanes, the groſſe 
| 


& C abuſe 


_ 


Eiter <.10; 


—_ 


| 


— ——  -— 


— — — <w—_—— —- _ _ 


” [ h. decua ;fulneje of mans heart. 


| | abu! Ce ofrnc RIngin his falle ſugoclt: ons 1 wwainlt tC 
' lewes, and tigned pretences of the pub! que 2o0d 
' would 100ne haue come to light, and that the truc 


\ cauſe was bur a marter of priu; _ [plcene againlt 


#+ 2am fart 1 A4 3rdecaie. Thuzm ny ,w hilcit ct ney are 1n petit!- 
5p 4 bom, ”, ic | » 
$ merem ba%t, j On Of 10Me 0! Hic,or In expectation of lone Prot 


SF v+- "0 relcrment, how witty,how wily are they in ti: 
ove; | difſembling of their greedy, gripinz cruell, ambi- 


\ 1mÞ/ty ant - 14 

'Y ant : (ed; wh ious, auaritious , and other vitious diſpoſitions, 
3% tooth tiornng 3 hich might maxcany rub In their way? There 
. ; mr: > ran {em are not lo m:; Iny, nor 6 cunning » deuiles tor the [11- 

b Wa] Kone ding Or #4 Ural infurmilies of the body (as the CrOO- | 


| kedncilc ot the legges, or back, want of a tooth, or | 
aneye, orſuch like) as in ſuch caſes the deccittull | 

| heart wil tiad out tor the hiding of the Tmaaturall 
deformities of the loule. Bur ier once their delires be 
granted, then they inew themfelues, then the wa-' 
ters before {topt, and damned vp run ouer, and! 
rage turioully. Hence it was that the propher wel] 
| acquainted with the craft ot theſe foxes ; praies, Let 
| int: zhecned, not the wicked haue his acjare 0 Lord , perfor me mot his 
thouzht, leaſt he be proud. \N by ? was he not proude 
before ! yes, in his very wiſhes he was proude, but 
_ def any then pride was locked vp, and imprifoned ; now ; 
afre.-man, | his delire being (atished, it would walke abroad 
and play reakes. The meaning then of the pro- 
phet is, that the wicked, that before the obraine- 
ment of his purpoſe, was proud inwardly, but yet 
in policie reprefſed it, would now be proud out-| 
| wardly, and open the flood- gates, that the current 
might raxnneamaine. And (urely foit is often times, 

| that as Saul hid himlelte in the ſtuffe, when he was 
to 
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to be cholen King, ſothe wicked inthelike caſes, 
whe they look,cither by election,or other means,to 
{ get this or that, very cloſely hide, though not with 
| Saul,themſelues, yet ther tilthy (tuffte and baggage 
within ? And that with no lefle ſubrill 1leights, | 
| then once Rake hid the idols, Rahab the ſpies. They 
' wilmakeeuenthole, thardo morenirrowly marke 
| them, beleeue, that they haue diſcarded,and (ent a- | 
way packing thoſe corruptions, which yer le ſe- 
| cretly harboured in thecloſers ot their hearts. As 
| Rahab bore the [erichuntines 1n hand the Lfraelites 
| were gone away , when as they lay hid vnder the 
 {talkes of flaxe, vpon theroote of the houſe. Such 


| ſtalkes of flaxe , ſuch cloakes of ſhame , as the Apoſtle | *17s ms 


 ſpeaketh, as it were the torne ragges, and worne |\ TC... | 
. hoes of choſe guiletull Groconttes have all ſuch that | loſl..g 4 | 
walkecraftily, to hide their hlthinefſe from theeies 
ot the noel In which regard the Scripture very 
ticly hath called cthgh generations of wipers: tor as the | Math 3-7- 
viper hath his teetk.buried in his gummes, ſo that | "5037 
one would thinke it werea harmeleſle beaſt, and 
| could not bite, ſoallo hauethele deceitfull hypo- 
 crites their ſecret corners and conuetances, wherein 
they ſocunningly couch their wickednefſe,that one 
would take them ot all others, to bethe moſt inno- 
cent. Tothis appertaineth that fimilitude of our | 
| Sautour Luk.1 1.44: Woe be to you Scribes and Phart- | Lik.11.44. 
| ſees, hypocrnes, for ye are as eraues which appeare not and | v2 d. | 
| the men that walke oner them perceive not, As the | 
deepe graue hides the ſtinking carcaſe, and keepes | | 
inthe ſtench from offending any mans ſmell, that | 
men walke ouer them and yet neuer perceiue the 
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\length diſcouered, whcn Abimelech ſaw him ſpor- 
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 cuil] {auour that is within : ſo rhe deepe, and dil- | 
'ſembling heartof manisacunning digger of ſuch 
' &raues , Ne 1t lelte, as it were, 15 a gratie, waercin | 
their rottenneJe and corruprion lics fo clolcly co- | 
ucred,that hardly the ſharpeli noſes ot fuch as con- 
| ucrſe with them thall be avle ro ſmell them out. So 
| powertullis police in the wicked to reltraine their | 
' corcuption trom ſcandalous eruption : moreby | 
firre lometimes than is grace in lome thatare true- | 
lyrcligious + Forlooke how J1ſaack made {hewe of | 
| {trangencfle with Rebecca his wife, when the know- | 
ledge of that necrenetle might haue hazzarded his | 
lite; lo do euil men counterteit a kindof [trangeneſle | 
cuen with their belt beloued l1nnes, where open la- | 


| miliaritic might be dangerous. Butas //aack wasat 


'ting with hir : ſotheſe cloſe companions let them 
be heeded continually, but with ſomething more | 
,attentiue an eye, andit will be hard, but ſometime 
' or other, wee (hall takethem napping, and (as beg- 
gers feigning lameneſfſe without their crutches ) 
' without their veyles,cuen oy familiarly (porting 
| themſelues with thoſe linnes, by the cratty torbea- 
'rance whereofthey formerly deceiued vs. 
The third decert in diffonulation 1s todifſemble and 
conceale euill already. done. Theſtrumper when 
thee hath eaten /follenbread, yet (hee hath ſuch a dex- 
terity in the wiping of herlippes, that not the leaſt 
crumme (hall hang on to bewray hir, notthe leaſt 
| [igneof hir wantoneſle ſhall appeate. Andthcre- 
tore boldly {hee ſaies, 1hawe done wo wckedneſſe. And 
this thee caries lo cloſely from theeyeof the world, | 
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that Salomon {hewes it to beas hard to finde it our, 
as thoſe things which are hardeit ; namely, as the 
way of an Eagle in the aire , not to be {eene atrer once 
flowne away z the waze of 4 Serpent on a ſtone, gliding 
away, without leauing any impreflion of hir body 
behind, and afterward creeping into ſome hole of 
theearth ; the way of a Ship zn the Sea, (wittly caried 
away with the windes ; and laſtly .zs the way of a man | 7 ROY 

with a maide that is a cloie and chaſt virgin, that 1s | Meſſe _—_ 
kept cloſe from the acceſle of ſtrangers.Looke how | i«c«m. - 
hard it 15 for a man 1adged vnworthy,to getan ho- 
neſt modeſt virgin, keptcloſe in her parents houſe 
(which is made no leſle difficult then to get afly- 
ing Eagle) ſo hard it is to diſcouer a whore, to con- 
uince hir ofhir wickedneſle. Thus s the way of an a- 
dultereſſe , that is as hard to find out as any of the 
foure forementioned things. Her deceittull heart is 
ſo truittul a hatcher of thifrs and eualtons. And this 
is naturall toall the ſonnes of Adam, after the ex- 
ample of their Father, when they haue doneeuill, 
preſently to runne into the thickets to ſecke out co- 
uerlets to hide their nakedneſſe . Sometimes by 
groſle and palpable lying, otherwhile by the nea- 
ter and finer kind of lying ; I meane thar ſophifticall, | 
leſuiticall equiuocation : atricke the Deuill their ma- | 
iter hath taught them by his owne example; bur (o 
much the worſe in them than in him : for that hee 
equiuocated to hide his ignorance of that which hee 
could notreueale : Theſe equiuocateto hide their | Th P'vcls 
| — ofthat they canand oughtto reueale:for | {31,145 | 


ms 


not lo bad as 


being ometimes poſed with ſome queſtions con- | th: leſuir:s, 
 cerning future euents, and not knowing well what 
| C 3 to 
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-| anſwered , Ge, the Lord will deliner it into the hand of 


his confeſhon, is ſufficient to diſcover; for (beſide 
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to anſwere, and yetnot willing to looſe his credit | 
with his blind worlhippers either by ſilence or 
plaine ſpeech,he [haped his anſweres in ſuch an am-, 
biguous hovering manner, that which way ſocuer 
theeuent ſhould tall out,it could not fall our amiſle 
to his anſivere ; becauſe, being vpheld with this 
prop of equiuocation, it would (tand true euen in 
contrary euents. Thus when in his Prophets he was 
demaunded by Ahab concerning his going to war 
againit Kamoth Gilead and the ſucceſſe thereof, hee | 


the King. Yea, but of what King, thou lying equi- 
uocating ſpirit? whethier into the hands ot the ad- 
werſary King to be ſubdued, or of it owne King ro be 
reſcued and deliuered ? This hee determines nor, 
but ſpeaketh ſuſpenſely & vncertainly to gul Ahab, 
and make him runne headlong vpon his owne de- 
ſtrution. And yet heere once againe marke, how 
the Diuels equiuocating is not all out ſo bad,as the 
ſeſuites : for he confeſſeth his equiuocating to be 
plaine lying ; I will go faith he and be a ly;me prort 
inthe mouthes of the Prophets. He was only an 
equiuocating ſpirit in their mouthes: for the words | 
in ſome ſenſe, and as the Devil might interpret 
them might bee true, and yet hee grants that his 
wordes, though neuer ſo qualified with equiuoca- 
ting quirks, were no better then lies. But the Jeſu- 
res, not hauing ſo much as the Deuils ingenuity in 
the, ſtick nottoiuſtifie their equiuocations as iuſt 
and lawfull. 'The wicked deceitfulneſſe whereof] 
the Diuells praiſe, euen of it ſelfe alone, (beſides 


the| 
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the examplealready mentioned, and his daily pra- 
Aiſe in his crooked: Oracles among the Heathen ) 
thus dealt be at the firlt with our firſt parents , tel- 
ling them that by cating the torbidden fruit, cher 
cies ſhould bee opened, and they thould bee as gods, 
knowing good,eand euil. Now the knowledge ot cuill 
is ewotold: firſt, a pareand /mple knowledge of it, 
in it ſelfe. 2. A feeling, and experimental knowledge 
of it, in our lelues, The Diucllindeed meant onely 
this latter,poſletſhing yet the minds of Mdam and 
Ewe , with an apprehenlion,and expeRation ofthe 
tormer. Now itthe diuell ſhould haue bin chalen- 
ged tor decewing, had not his detence beene ready 
with this ſhield ot equiuocation;might he nothaue 
{a1d,cuen that which Moſes hauing reterence to this 
his ſpeech ſpeaketh ver.7. why ? are not my words 
true? are not your e:es now opened to ſee your er- 
ror, which before you ſaw not ? do not you know 
your ſelues to be naked, and ſo haue not you that 
knowledge oteuill which I promiſed,cuen a know- 
ledge axis out of your owneexperience?and yet 
tor all this, Paw! for this fa& calls him a coſener,and 
our Sauioura Murtherous Iyer. This wont of his 
hee kept with Chriſt himſelte ; when ſhewing bim 
onely the ſhadowes, & imaginary repreſentations 
of things hee aide, AY#trheſe will 1 gine thee. A 
great catch ſure; euen iuſt nothing. Thus alſo plai- 
ed he with Sexl, taking vpon him to foretell future 
euents in the hands of God, T o morrow thou and thy 
ſonnes ſhall be with me, that is ſhall dye. How came 
the deuil to be of Gods counſell, that he can fo cer- 
tainly determinetheende ofany mans daies which 
4 are 
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arenumbred with God ? no, he doth not define 1* 
certainly, but [peakes darkly, and deceittully ; for 
[10 marrow | doth not only lignifie the day 1wmed - 
ately following ;, but allo the t1197: 10 come indefinitely , 
and at large,as in that of our Sautour,Care not for 10 


” fallbeto morrow, and, 1 care onely for to day, who 
knowes to morrow'? Now indeede Saul did not dye 
' thenextday atter this conference, as will appeare 
to the more diligent peruler of the whole context 
- ofthat hiltory. Yer Satenlceing ſome likelihood 
' oft, ventred {o to ſpeak,as it the next day he {hould 
| hauedied: but wichall, becauſe hee was not ſure of 
| it,he ſo tempered his ſpeech with the ambiguity of | 
the word,tomorrow,that his credit might be ſaucd, 
' though Sal had not dicd til a yeare after. Thus we 
ſce how the Diuel as he 15 the Father of lies in genc- 
rall, ſo alfo ot this more handſome,and cleanly mi. 
. ner of lying, wherewith the deceittull heart ofman 
| vſethtoditlemble,and hide it ſhame. Nor but that 
it aboundeth with variery of diverſe other ſuch 
lixe knacks,and deuiſes: for we {ce how Danid could 
: goeabout ro cloake his adaltery, firſt by ſending 
tor Yriah home, and then commanding him to goe 
; to his wife. 2. Whenthistooke not , by making 
| him drunke, thinking Wine world perſwadehim 
| better then wordes. 3. When neither this would 
tadge,by murthering othim,'and marrying of his 
wife : but ofall other ferches none tothis of the ar- 
tificialt te, iſguiled by equinocation , All other lies 
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ire the Diuels brats, ob». 8.44. butthis is his hr ſt 
borne. And this 15 mottin requelt with tus $chol- 


larsar this day , and theretore wee haue the longer | 
inlilted vpon it, And lo much tor dilkmulation of 


euill. 

Diſſembling of good is, when wee conceale, and 
{mother that grace, and conſcience which is in vs, 
beeing in ſuch places, and companies, where ſuch 
things may bee pretudiciall vnto vs. Thus many 
Proteltants, being _— ot 1dolutry honour the 

ence. Thus many of the con- 
ucrted Corinthians ouertaken with the hamane 
tem;t.tion as Paultermerh it, that 1s a temptation a- 
ri'inz from humane trailty;too much fearing men, 
gractiiied their 1dolatrous acquaintance with their 
preſenceatthe idols feaſts. And fo by an outward 
thew ot 1dolatry they did hide that inward hatred 
of idolatry , that the Lord had wrought in them. 
Taus alſo did Peter himſelte, ouercome with the 
lame temptation, ledaizein the preſence of the 
lewes, contorming himlelte ro their ceremonies , 
contrary to his owne,both knowledge As 10.15. 


' 28. and former practiſe, Cal. 2.12.And thus ſome 
 protetlors, beeing inthe company of the prophane; 


will not iticketogame, to gufle, and fweare with 
them: eucry way lo carrying themſclues, that they 


' feeme to care for nothing more in fuch companies, 
then thatchetr language may not bewray them to 


bee G1lilea15, or their countenance to bee fuch as 
thoſe whichare going vp to /zruſalew]O my bro- 
ther whata (ſhame 1s this tor thee, to be aſhamed cf 
that which is thy crowne, thy glory? How vnawor- 


thy] _ 
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thy artthou ofthe Grace of God, who offereit it, 
and {God himſelfe fo vile and indignity ? Itit be a 
ſhame among men for a childe, though neuer lo | 
much aduanced aboue his poore Father, to bce a- | 
ſhamed ofhim, in regard of his meannes, what the | 
for vs to be alhamed of our heauenly Father,ſo tull 
ofglory and maieſty ? Itit were a (hame tor Dauid 
to play the naturail foole, much more tor a Chri- 
{tian to play the prophanefoole, to make {hew ot 
wickedneſle. Surely yer ofthe two decetts, this 1s 
farrethe worle, to make men belccue wee are not 
religious when wee are, then contrarily, True in- | 
deede; The lip of excellency doth not become a foole , it 
is naught when wicked men will be viing gratious 
{pcech, to ſeeme religious : but much leſſe doth yin 
beſeeme a worthy man : it is farre worle when +. 
men will v{e the faſhions of the wicked. For in the 
diſſembling of vice,and feining of godlines,though 
wedo hurtto our ſelues,yet we may do good to 0- 
thers by our example; cauſing them to doe that in 
truth, which our ſelues doe onely in hypocrilie. As 
oftentimes Rage plaiers, by feinedmourning,wring 
torth true teares out of the ſpe&ators cies. Bur in 
the diſlembling ofour grace, & making ſemblance 
of wickednes, as we hurt our owne, ſo alſo the ſouls 
of many others,fleſhing and hardning themſelues 
in {inne,by ourexample. 

But here, ___ willy, that it is impoſh- 
ble for any to taine himſelfe to bee wicked ; foraſ- 
much as nonecan counterfeite wickedneſſe by do- 
ing that which is good: & kethat doth that which 
1seuill,it is no counterfer, buta wicked man indeed. 
Anſ. 
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' _Anſw. 1 Thereare many indifferent ationsin 


themlelues, which yer haue an appearance ofcuill, 
by che doing whereota man may teine wickednes. 
2 In many euill actions there 1s a twotold cuill. 


Firit, the euill it ſeite chat 15 done ; Secondly, the e- 
uill that is Iignihed by that which 1s donne. Asin | 


Joſephs (wearing by the lite of Pharaoh, in Peters lu- | 


daizing, in /eo/hapars joy ning with Ahab in athni- | 
tie, and ſociety of warre, beltdes the euill of the | 


| , * - % 6s | 
' ations themlelues,there 1s a further euill iignihied, | 


I 
| 
: 

| 


' 
' 
, 
: 


: 
: 


' namel y thar 7oſeph 1s as prophane as the «&gyprians, | 


icho/)apat as idolatrous as Ahab ; Peter as ſuperſtiti- 
ous as any of the Jewes. Now howloeuerthey thar | 
do euill are indeed cull in regard ofthe tirtt kind of 
cull, yet not in regard of the ſecond. Whena pro- 
teflour weares long haire, he doth euill, but yer he 
'snotcuillin that kinde of wickednefle, which this 
action (cemes toimporte. For to weare long haire 
is commonly a badge of a royiter, or rufhan, yet 
the proteflour is not fuch a one indeed. And ther- | 
tore he makes ſhew of chat euill to be in him, which | 
indecd15not. Foras aman may bely himſelte in 
wordes, as heethat told David hee had (laine Sawl, 
when indeede he had not ; fo alſo in his deedes, 
which alſo haue their language. And this is, when 
we do ſome leſſer euill, that caries with it a foule 
note, and ſhrewd ſuſpition of a greater euill, of the 
which yet we are innocent. If aſeph with his mouth 
ſhould haue (aid , I care for the true God as litrle,as 
the £gyprtians, who ſceth not, but that he ſhould 
haue teyned that wickedneſſe to bee in himlelfe, 


whichin truth was not ? Now by (wearing by Pha- 
raohs 
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raohs life in efte& hee ſaid as much. 

Theſe be the deceits of d:fſmulation : The deceit 
of ſimulation is ſpecially , that whereby men make | 
| ſhew of that grace and godlineſſe which either they 
haue not at all, orelfe not in that meaſure they 
make ſhew of, being ſpecially ſwayed with the 1in1- 
| ſter reſpe&s of gatneand glory. To make thei of 
' more grace then indeed is , may beincident to the 
' godly: but to make ſhew of grace when there i5 not 
'any arall, no not ſo much as the leaſt liking of it, 
| this is peculiar to the wicked. With whom that 
miſchieuous Machiauilian precept ſo much preuai- 
leth ; That wertue it ſelfe ſhould not be ſought after , but 
only the apparance ; becauſe the credit is a helpe , the je 
cumber. Wheretoreas Jakob, to get Jacks blefling, 
put on E/axescloathes ; ſo do theſe hypocrites, to 
get the bleſſing, and praiſe of men, in outward ha- 
bite apparrell themſelues like Chriſtians. And as 
lakob thereby deceiued Jack, ſo doe theſe often- 
times the moſt iudicious Chriſtians ; like az the 
figge-tree with her leaues deceiued Chrift , and as 
the empty boxes in Apothecaries ſhops, with their 
fairetitles written vpon them, decciue the igno- 
rant commers in. Though their hearts be baſe,and ! 
vilecarthen pots, yet they mult be ouerlaide with 
the (1luer droſle htcaing , and glorious wordes. | 
Thus hypocrites ſpeake not out of, but contrary to 
the abundance of their hearts. When their lips, 
like good mens, ſcatter knowledge, their hearts ar | 
the ſame time, naughtineſſe- They knowe them- | 
ſclues to haue lions teeth, and yet womens hare muſt 
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on, to be dra, — ind yct the /uxves hornes mult ON; 

 andthat, as once among the lewes manv rude \vn- 
| lettered, and vnnurtured ruſtickes wore ther ough 
| garment ofthe Prophets ; namely ro decerue SOmC 
painters haue had ſuch a gitt in the lively exprel- 


— A —— — 


ling of the tormes of birds and © ther bealts, that ' 


true bird; and wing bealts have beene deceiued in 
' taking them tor their m: tes. Burt the hypocrite puts 
downethe painter : torby his glozing and guite- 
ring ſhewes inal! outward wo: kes hee doth loper- 
| tectly relemble the true Chriſtian, that hee drcads 
| ueth not, as the painter, illy birds, but realonable 
men, yea learned and experienced Chriltians. 
\Vhence it commeth to palle, that as the horſe 
neighed at the picture of a horle as 1t it had beene a 
truc horle, and as the calte in the epigramme,went 
ro ſuck the teats of painted cow; lo cuen {ome- 
time the wiſelt Chriſtians, alike deceiued with the 
counterteits, timbrace and intertcine them as their 
| tellowe;,thinking to ſucke ſome [weetneſle of grace 
out of them : for as the &gyptian iuglers outward- 
ly repreſented Moſes miracles, and lo deceiued Pha- 
raoh : lo do hypocrites the pietic and zeale of Chri- 
 ſtians, and thereby bleare the eic3 of the godly. 
nay otcentimes, as talle go!d in glyſtering goes be- 
 youd true, and once ther hired mourners in la- 
; mentation beyond the deceaſed parties owne 
triends, and fawning flatterers in outward com- 
plements ot friend(hip, beyond true triends them- 
| ſelues; ſu may hypocrites in outward workes ſeem 
| tO Carry it aw ray fromthe ſoundeſt Chriſtians. Hy- 
| pocriie though it be buttheape of Chriſtianity, 
and 
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and propoundeth it only tor outward imitation ; 
yet hecre, tor al that the mutation exceederth in ſome 

points the ſample, the pritnre the palterne. Is the true | 
Chriſtian hot in praicr?he will /veat : I; he ſomething | 
more ſorrowfull ? he will weepeand blubber, In prea- | 
ching crzes he ? he will roare. [n hearing doth he but 
lift vp his hand ? hee will lift vp his vozce. Doth hee 
but /agh ſoftly ? he will cry out a maine. Doth he run? 


Luk.1s, he will gallop. Doth the true-hearted Publicane look 
with his cies on the ground ? the hypocriticall 
Ef.ct. | ewes will hang downe their heads [ke bul-ruſhes, 


| when yet their hearts itand vprightenough. Doth | 
Timothie weaken his conititution by ablitinence ? | 
The Pharilee will neuer giue ouer till his complex1- 
on be wholly withered and wanzed. Doth Paul 
correct his body with milder correction, as it were 
1.Cer.g.33. | a blow onthe cheeke ? The Jeſurte will martyr his 


Tomy” | lides with the ſeuerer diſcipline of /corprons : whe- 


$ 


Math 6, 
£2411 /e07; 


568 ther will not pride & wain-glory ſpur on the hypo- 

crite? Gods glorie carries the tincerc Chriſtian no 

turther then to martyrdome. There is the higheſt 

pitch of outward workes,performeable by a Chri- 

| {tian and yet vain-glory driues the hypocrite the- 
Hypocrites 


ther alſo. As S*. Auſten notably ſhewes, writing v- 
may ſuffer J - 
marfyrdome. | POn thole words of the Pſalmift : T hou knoweſt the 
Palg4.2122-| /ecrets of the heart : That for thy ſake wee are ſlaine con- 
#4 BR ,» {1ally. What meanes this /ſaith the learned fa- 
«cults? &c, | ,, ther) he knoweth the ſecrets ot our hearts? what 
| ,» bethele ſecrets ? Surely theſe, that for thy ſake 

| ,, weeare (laineall che daylong. Thou and | may 
'»» (cea mantobe ſlaine: butwhy he 1s ſlainethou | 


'» canlt not tell, This God xnowes : it is hidden | 
| w | 
| i from 
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ftrom-vs. Lucenin the very Cartol1que Church \, | : 
nx yeerthere ncucr were any Catho!ques, Or ,, | bn am: 1a-re | 
that now there may not bee lume, thar would ju 
{ulcer only for the praiſe of men ! It there Were 6 i a Ee wend 
not ſuch kinde of men, the Apoitlewould not ,,1 be 2H 
have fd, Though | giue my body to be burned, ., (083 
ang haue not charity, [am nothing. There may ,, - +47, | 
ve lome theretore that may doe this, rather in the | >} 
vanity of boaſting , then in the iincerity of loue. | ,..... 1, m. 
So tarre Auſten, whereby it may ealily appeare | ++ 
how itrange are the teates, and teinings of mans 
| deceittull heart. Jugglers deiuiions are more cail- 
i:&clpiablethen theſe of a talfe, and teining heart. 
| Hence 1t 15 that in Scripture hypocrilic is compa- 
red to leauen; which our ezes cannor diltihguith trom 


dowe by thecolour ; but onely our palate by the taft. | 14 12 1, 


| 
| Qur handes are more competent judzes for thele | 
| deceiucrs, then our eares ; which will foone be be- | 
| witched with their goodly, and glorious wordes. | 
| Dur let vs begin to handle them buta little, & pre- | 
{ently wee thall teele fuch a roughnes, ſuch a thor- ' 
1:netſe, that we may truly lay,The werce of Jakob ; but » 
tne vandes of E[an. | 
' And thus much brietly tor the firſt brancheot 
this doctrine of the hearts decentuineſſe. Thevie / 
whereot 15 ewo told. | | 
t 1r{t, to teach vs wiſedome and warineſle wn g1- | | | 


, U3Ng 1ntertainement 1n our hearts to others ; thar | 
'wee do not preſently fet open the dores to ict in | 
all. No, though they be ſuch as come commen- | 
| ded vnto vs, with al the grace that outward ſhowes | 


, can lend them. Otherwile,it we be negligent heere- 


7), 


| 
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111,45 ONCE the Porriarkes by their readineſſe to ho{- 

Pitality ,in !tcad of men receiued holy Angels ; lo 

wecontrarily, by our re1dinefle to beleeuc,making 
"ur bearts common Innes for cuery one to lodge 


| 1n,1n itc; id ot holy An gels, may quickly reccluctmic 


| Gras and hlthie -+ fail gſt 
(clues, as Chri? reis vs, come mbheepes clo. ubms, and | 


tor tulle Propacts them- | | 


{0 the Diucl himlelt rran/froured 1970 an Angell of light. 
' How humbly did thole Captaines preſent them- | 


{clues betore leremie deli irity his praier,h:s coun{el, 
and promiling obedience ? afid yer they bad reſfol- 
| ued before hand what todo, & did but diflemble 
' 1ntheir hearts, intheir (0 religious a ſhow ot com- 
| ming to the Propher. How ealily may good Jere- 
| mies be deceiued with luch fire thowes? In the A- 
poſtles times did not the falle ſeducers which (er- 
ued not the Lord /eſws, but their owne bellies, yer 
with faire:1nd flattering ſpeech deceive the hearts 
ofthe {imple,and make merchandiſe ot their ſouls? 
; Did they not make great ſhews of more then ordi- 
nary humility & mortihcation? or what auſterity 
\15there among the Papitts,or what zeale in wooing 
(and winning of Proſclites, with which that ofthe 
| Phariſees may not compare ? Try wee then the 


compole their taces-and falhions to neuer to great 
[howes of piety , yet for all that ſeauen abominations 

may lye couched 1n their deceittull hearts. And 
\theretore when our Sautour tels vs that by their 
/ruites we ſhall know talſe Prophets, hee meaneth not 


 apparance,and inthe indgement of men,may be as 


i 
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good | 


es 


ſpirits betore we truttchem , tor though men may | 


| {ſo much the truits of their liues, which in outward | 
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ood, asthetrue Prophets ; (for they come in 
Re clothing ) as of their doArine. That wee 
mult heed ſpecially, trying it by the word, andnot 


be carried away with the pompous oltentation,e1- | 
ther of their words or works. 
So alſo among our ſelues,wee muſt not preſently | 


' reach foorth the right hand of fellowſhip to cuery | 


one that beginneth to cry Lord,Lord; but firſt we | 
muſt weighthem in the ballance ofthe Sanctuary, 
to ſee whether they becurrent metcall, or no. /c- 
hues queſtion is fic tor all good Chriſtians to pro- 
pound to ſuchas cbs was, before they admit them 
into their ſociety , 1s thy heart wpright ? As Chrilt 
would not truit ſome that ſeemed to truſt him, be- 
cauſe he knew them well enough,ſo neither ſhould 
we, becauſe wee doe not know them. See how ſcru- 
pulous the Chriſtians werear firſt to receiue S.Paw/ 


- 


miceneſ/e, as init cantelouſneſſe, whereto the deceipt- 
tulnefſe ofmans heart doth neceſſarily vrge vs. Itis 
not good indeed to wrong any man with ground- 
leſſe ſuſpitions, lo neither 1s it good to wrong our 
ſclues with #ver eaſe credulity. The ſame (pirit that 
ſaich,Charity beleeneth «ll things, ſaith alſo thar a foole 
beleeveth all things. And charity is no foole. As itis not 
eajily ſuſp1tious,lo neither lightly credulous. 

Secondly we muſt all take notice ofthis corrup- | 


bling. As Saint Job» ſpeaketh of iinne in general),ſo | 


ion of cur hearts, wherby weareready todeceiue 


' our brethren, what by fe:z-ing , what by difdem- | 


into their company,which was not ſo much dainty | 


| 


Tofthis particular, if we ſay we haue no deceitful. 
_ of hart, we decciue our ſelues,&c. We arerea- | 
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dy to take notice otthis in others, and wee may | 
heare foulemourhed perſons calting the aſper:ion 
ot hypocrilic vpon ſuch asdeſerve it tarre lefſe then 
themſelues. For thele carnall and looſe Goſpellers, 
they,ot all others, are the grofleit hypocrites, that 
in their outward profe!hon they make in the pub- 
lique worlhip of God, haue a forme of goalrneſſe, but 
indeed hauc denied the power thereof beeing reprobate 
to entry ood worke, that by making conenant with 
God in facrifice, feeme to be Saints, yet by breking 
couenant, in their {landers,thetts,adulteries, ſhew 
themſelues to bee Diuels;and theretore as the Di- 
uell in the Goſpell was commanded filence, when 
he began to take the name ot leſus into his mourh, 
ſo alſo theſe. hat hiſt thaw to dee to take my name into | 
thy month? &c. And yet thele hypocnres, that can- | 
not ſee the huge beame of hypocrite, in their 9wn 
eye, mult needs be tampering with the little more | 
in their brethrens. O thar once we could learne to: 
leaue this prying into others, and turn our eres vP- | 
on our ſelues ;tor the Propher heere ſaith, The hear? | 
notofthis kind otmen, or rhat, but in generall cha- | 
lenging vs all, The near! x decertfnll. Either then de- | 
ny thy (elte to be a man,or confeſſe they deceitful- | 
neſle. And indeede whoſe heart is there thar can | 
plead guiltlefſe? who can with good conſcience be- | 
tore Gods tribunall{iy, Iam nor ſowred wich this | 
\eauen? nay how true 15 Selomons complaint? Fwery | 
man boaſteth of his ovne gooan's ;, bat who ſhill finde a 
Futhfullman? as in thar one particu'ar of hbevalrey, 
[0 inthe generall of Chrittianity , thar pertormerh | 
tall our as much in works,as he maketh ſhew of m | 


words.' 
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words, Such aone isa blacke (wan, an ogde man, | 
(caric one ota thouſand,to ve wondred at with gur | 
Sauiours Ecce, Behold atrae {[raeltte,g5c. How mir | 111p 
ny couers and curtaines hath euery ones heart | EA | 
| drawne betore it to hide it lelte ? Theeies, the tore-| "0 
' head,the countenancelye often , the rongue how | «4.» | 
| often? who can lay otall chap cuer he hath written , | —_— 
| that S, Pas of lusepiltles to the Cornth, wee wrwe | we. te 

no other things then theſe you read ? that is, that which | v7 47 «1, 
you read written ts indeede written, as wellin our! nt 

hearts, asin this paper; and fo of his ſpeeches , and | raw vers (en 
countenance] ſpeake no other things, then thoſe | "+7 tae 
you heare, I haue no other tace then that you ſee; cots, 
which as the painted firupet cannor ſay, ſo neither | merprered. 
can the guiletull difſembler, that painteth ouer his 
malicious and dogged countenance with laughter, | 
and (weet (milings, and ſuch like ſemblance of faire | The beti + 
and louely lookes; Ranſacke we thertore our owne | (28720! the 
hearts, and finding any of the vizors of deceitful- | Whom 
| neſle, let vs take them off by repentance. This is the | {5 bim(elfc, & 
| beſt vncaling ofthe hypocrite, namely when hee | \QFiountls. 

(hall vncaſe hamſelte : not when God ſhall vncaſe | 5n-. 
| him by wdging him,burt when he ſhal vncafe him- | 
| ſclfe by iudging, and humbling him{elfe:nor when | 

; God (hall doit by condemnation, but himſel/c by re-' 

formation: not when God (hall wath our thy pain- | 

tings with the daſhing rempelts of his indgements, 

but when thy felte ſhale wath them out with the 


— | 


| rrultns Prrſepe | 


[weet deweofthy repenting,and weeping ejes, be- | 
ing angry with thy ſelte for thy tormer deceit, and | 
now turning ſhowes into ſubſtance, ſhadowes into 
' truth,a double heart and clouen tongue, into1hart 
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J29levit om1zs Of itmplicity,and lips of lincerity. Po/ws an actor on 
non rae ain U.Citage in therepreſentatid ofgricte remembring 
Alle yz, Fhedeathof his owne ſonne,tell trom his perſonate 
(lamevc rs telned mourning, to weepe In goodearnelt, and to | 
ho {prone Cry ut amaine, in the bitterneſle of his ſpirit: fo 
ts. + ſhoaldeſtthou, who hitherto, as an actour on the 
itage, onely ro picaſe men, haſt made ſemblance ot 

| repentance; fall from thy tictions, ro repent lc- 
riouſ]y,and in good ſadneſſe. Burt alaſſe how ma- 

qv am 4 nyofvsdoquitecontrary tothat of Folws ? for hee | 
tar, dolor aft. | performed the truth of that, whereotonly the mi- | 
Lats oft fation,and reſemblance was expetted;we onely the | 

Amblaxce of chat , whereot the very truthit lelfe is | 

 expetted, He wept indeede, when he was thought | 

| Onely to counterfeite: we counterteite griete, when 

weare,at leaſt would be, thought to grieue indeed. 

| Burit {hall be beſt tor vs to imitate him, and in the 

' middelt of our hiftrionical and hypecriticall repen- 

' tance, to turne tothe true practiſe of repentance, 

. plucking of our vizors, and making our owne faces 

as faireas our vizours. Itis fearful, which ſomtimes 

' 1s -eported to have fallen out, when among a com- 

pany of counterteit Diuels, on the ſtage, the true 

| Diuell ſhall come in and chaſe away theſe fained : 

| - but itis comfortable, when among thecompany 
| | of many painted, and gilded graces, thetrueth of 
grace it ſelfe at length commeth, cauling all thofe | 

{howes to goeaway,asthe bqdy the ſhadow. 

' Thus if thine owne hand {hall vnmaske thee, 
| it ſhall bee for thy credit, and comforte , if 
not, but thou wilt rather ftay, till Gods hand 
| cometo vnmaske thee, (for certainly euery hypo- 

crite, 
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| 
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crite muſt be vnmasked cither by God or himlclte; 
O happy he thatby doing it hiraſeltecan ſaue both | 
God a labour,and himſelte paine! Thou ſhalt tinde | 
how fearetull a thing it is to fall into the hands ot | 
God,which ſhal pluck thy mask trom thy tace,and ! 
thy head from thy body, both at once;ie will vn- ) 
uizour, and vncolour thee thou coloured hypo- | 
crite, he will ſtrike rhee thou painted wail, to thy | 
{hame and confuſion. It may beinthis lite, by gi- | 
uing thee ouer into the hands of Sathan, and the | 
power of his temptations , that thou ſhouldeſt tal} 


world. For (uch as proteſle onely in hypocrilie,and 


receiue not inwardly the lone of the trueth , vnto 
ſuch the Lord ſhall ſend the efficacy of error that they 
ſhould b:leene lies.But if, in this lote, God thus detet 
not thine «ſ/es eares vnder thy Lions ckinne, aſſured- 
ly he will do it throughly,inthelife tocome, atthe 
laſt day, when he ſhall ſtrip thee ſtarke naked of all 
thy cok x of craftimes, wherewith thou veiled(t 
thy ſhame heere, and preſent thee before 


into Apoltaſy » and with Demas imbrace the preſent 2. 


that generallaſſembly, as it were 
on the ſtage, a laughing 


Angels, 
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Of th deceit wh:reby we iudge our ſelues rot to be ſo 


euil as inadecd Weate. 
VV |: haue breefly runne ouer the tormer | 
part ofthe hcarts deceittulnetſe, where- 
| by it decetueth oters, not & {elfe, with the {enerall 
' parcels thereot:now we come tothe ſecond part of 
; de.cittulncfle, and hat farre more deepe, and dan- 
F gcrous then the tormer, namely that which wee | 
| may call ſe{fe-deceit, whereby wee deceiue euen ow 
| ſelues, lomctimes together with, ſometimes againe 
| withour decetuing athers belides. 
| This deceittuineſſe may be conlidered either in 
the mind or ate tions 19:#th rogether,or in theatte- 
tions ſep,rately,and by themſelnes, 

The former cas pres. lhewes it ſelfe ſpecial- 
ly in q. things : 1, in jndgeng, 2.in perſwadung, 3.1n | 
pronuſing, 4.1n fon #1/1ng. For the firit which « 1n 
iu@zmg , though it may ſeemethat 1udzement be- 
| lon; 25 properly toche mind, yer becaule heerethe | 
aJe:tions interpoſe themſelves, and the erroneous , 
1dzement of che mind commonly receiueth | ictin- | 
| ure fromtheafe:tions,l dothe:etore equally in-| 
terclt both the mmd and affections in this firlt decezz. 
Now the deceit ofthe heart in iudging is either in | 
:udging of ourpeyſons, or of our acttors. | 

In iud ung of our perſons thereare ſpecially three | 
decrits; whereof thefirff is, when wethink,through 
pride, and ignorance, that weare not ſo bad, as in 
truth 


I ee 


| 
| 
| 
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eruch we are. And this deceit is not only inregard 
of that wee iudge of our ſelnes tor the time preſent, 
bur allo p1ſt, and to come. : | 
For the time preſet; how many are there gre l[c- | 
| ly tamted with many horrible tinnes, which yer 1 
| nocaſe they wil be brought to fee, or acknowledge, | 
; nay ſo tarare they blinded through /elfe-{one, and | | 
| ſclfe deceit , that they will bee at daggers dtawing | 
| with any that (hal otter to lay ſuch matters to their | 
| charge The Pharilce cackles and crakes in the Gol- | Lu. 18.11 
pell,that hee is not 2:uſt, nor an extortroner , hee | 
thought himſclte tree cnough trom thole linnes,&! 
yet our Sautour, who could not be decciued, falte- 
neth this impuration vpon that whole tribe, thar 
howlocuer the outltde of the cup, and platter were 
very exquilitely mundihed, yer the inlide was full 
of ranenings and wickedneſie. \\herenupon he exhor- | Lok 1.39. 
teth them by almes to make cleane thoſe diſhes, | © 
| which euen ſwimmed with bloud, in regarde the 
| meates in them, were gotten by eni] mennes, as by 
| deuQuring of widdowes houſes, through colour of 
| long prayers; by teaching children cuen to fterue | 
' their owneparents, to ofter to the altar , that is in- | 
| deedeto their paunches, and : w-7 Was not this | 


U Þ; « \ Ik, | 


| vntuſtice and extortion ? and yer becauſe it was 

; ſomething more cleanly carried, and not lo groſſe, | 
| and apparant,as that otthe Publicares, or common | 
|thecnes,theretore he bleſſeth himſe e ina ſuppoſed | 
\treedometrom that linne, and triv-npherh (aying, 7 | 
am no extoritoner,no vninſt perſon ; Nay out of thine | 
| owne mouth thalt thou be indged, thou deceitful! | 
 Phariſce. That ſhall caſt thee, for when after thou 
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| fait, #or a4 thu publicanz 1s not this th unctull iniu- 
| ſtice for thee to 2udge awather mans /erwant, 1h fiuw- 
author faieth to bu owwe maſter * And wien atter- 
| ward thou gloriclt jnthine 0w ne vertues,of faiting 
. & paying ofithes,asthouga by thele things thuu 
hadit delcrued to be kept by God , trom breaking 
| out into the {candals ot adultery, and extortion, 
' are not thou 'n extortioner 1n the hiphelt degree, 
that goclt about to extort,, and v/ring trom Gud 
| limlc!te his molt prettoustrealure,his glory, which 
he will not give to another? Thus many with the 
Phariſee thinke themlelues innocent enough ot 
 thetr,and ſuch like crimes, and will withrhey could 


no more be touched with other 1innes, when in- | 


deeyſe they haue their hands very dcepe in thele 


 trankgrethons, viſually robbing their brethren of | 


their good name, whica being aboue liluer& goid, 


bouerhe theft of .iluerand gold which is puniſhed 


with the gallowes ; nay robbing God himleltc of | 


bis worlhip: of his Sabbath, the time, and of his 
tithes,theprops ot his worlhip. What a mockery 1s 
1tthen for thee to taike of paying man k1s dues, 
when thou deniclt God his ? Or 15 itthettrorob 
thy tellow {ubiett, and nonero robthy King, and 
Joueretzne ? Zo agane we may heare others purge 
; themſelues of coueroulneſle, az though they were 
; notat all giuen that way, onely vpon this ground, 
' becauſe they are no miching, and fcraping nig- 


; gardes, but rather walttull, and riotous prodigals. 
, Not conlidering rhat their prodigality cannor be | 
' vpheld, bur by couctouineſle, in ſecking for more 
| then 


_ 


' 
! 
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the theft thereof mult needs, proportionably, be a- | 
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then God hath alorted , and that by vngodly, and 
| vnmult practiſes, $0 others free themlelues ot pride, 
only becaule they exceede nor in their apparrell, as | 
| others, when yer inwardly taey arc [wollen w: ith 
| ſelfe-conceit, and no men thinke: Letter ot them- | 
| ſelues, then they doe. Ourruttling, , and [wathing 
| cutters, with whoma worJand a blowe, alieand 4 | 
| tabbe, thinke themſclues of an herowalltpurit,an. 4 in | 
no hand would indure the imputation of Puitilant- 
mity, ot baſencſſe ot mind, and cowardize. Yet 
| | the! truth is they are mol? b; he , and vile cowardes, 
| lainſhly yee! ed! ng to their owne vile a Tections, 
{ which to Ouercome, and by repentance to be re- 
| ucnged of, is a tarre oreater argument of a noble & 
| gener ous ſpixit, the to purſue lo egerly the reuenge 
| ot euery petty iniurie, which the Apoltle difgra- 
| ceth by a word that tigniticth infirmizy , and loſ/e of 
wittory. It it were true valour, why (hould not 1.Cor 6. 7. 
they be as hazardous of their eltates, and lives for |" 
Chriltes ſake, and the gofpell, when occation re- | 
| quire; ? But then none o taint hearted , & datitard- 
' ly as they. Infinite were it to follow all the parti- 
cularizies, wher eby this deceit might be exempli- 
hed. Ot all others this is the mott generall branch 
| thereof,when men thinke they have not{uchand | 
ſuch corruptions , becaule they teele nor the | 
; powerfull operacion oftacm, by reaſon of Gods re- | 
'| ayning hande. Many naturall men there arc 
whom God: ncuerrenewed by h's grace, in whom 
yet he ſo moderateth, and br idlech many corrup- | | 
* tions, az pride, luſt, cruelty, Cc: that they breake | 
not forth. Hence ſuch men decerttuliy imagine 
thae har | 
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that they are tramed of fome purer mould , and are 
of a betrernature, and diſpolition, tree alrogether 
from ſuch corruprions,becaule free trom theannoy- 
' anceof them. As though a Lion were no Lion, 
when fettered, that hee cannotrampe, or atheefe 
no theete when manacled, that he cannot ſteale,or | 
the ſtone no ſtone, when lo bedded inthe bladder, 
that it cannot greatly vexe : Leſt theretore wee de-| 
cciucourſelues ithis point, it ſtandeth vsin hand} 
diligently to examine whether the reſt and lence of | 
our corruption be from the reſtraining, or the remew- 
inz ſpirit, trom the Grace of God /uppreſsing 1t,or op- | 
' preſs1ng it, from want of a mind diſpoſe? or of an oc-! 
caſion ro be propeſedtor the drawing forth of the cor- 
ruption ? | 
| 2.Palt. As thus we are deceiucd in iudging cf our ſclues 
for thetime preſent,ſo allo paſt and to come : tor the 
trme paſt,yve have an example inthe Phariſees, that 
FREED ſaid, itthey hadliued in the dates of their Fathers A 
| " . | they wouldnothauenurthered the Prophets,when | 
| yettheir bloudy perſecutionof Chr? , that taught | 
' n»other dodtrine, then that which the Prophets of: 
| old had done, might ſufficiently diſcover rhe deceit- 
| fulneffe of their harts in this kind. Thus what wick- 
| ed milcreant is there, that will not bee ready to cryc, 
vur vponthe high Pricſts, the Iewes and trecherous' 
| 1#das with the reſt, that had their hands in Chriſts | 
| blouds and as for them, it they had then liued, they | 
| ' ſhould haue taken Chr;ſtspart againſt the lewrs,and 
| . | ſo Hooper , and Bradfords part againſt Bonner & Gar- 
| | dener ? Alikely matter: they now make fo much of| 
| thoſe, in whom the piety, and zcale of thoſe holy 
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martyrs isreutued. Aſlurecty, hee that now, vnder | 

the Golpell,ſhewerh a ſpitetul, and malitious mind | 

to a-goud,and holy Chiittan, well inay he deceive 

I1nſcltc, hee ſhall never Ceceucmec io tarre,as to 

| make ine thinke otherwile,then that it he had lived 

in holy //2opers dates, hee would hauebeenercadic, 

with the ftorwardelt, to haue carried a tagot to [15 

ftake,ycait he had lived in Chrilts daics, hee would 

hauc bcene ready to haue dren in the tult nayle 

into his body. Certainly , an ered and //croa1as to | 

lchn Baptiſt would have beene an Abb and /ezat ell 

to Eltzs. And yet I make no queſtion, but if one had 

asked either Uerodor Hrodigs, what they thought | 

of Aba%5 & [ezabels dealings toward Elzas,and witat | 

| they would haue done 1n like calc] doubtnot Lay , 
but they would haue condemned the tothe very pit 

ot hell, and made many goodly proteltations, that | 

{ if they hadthen liued, they would have done farre 

otherwile:But inalmuch as they did the ſarae things 

to anew Elzas,the Baptift,that came rm the [pirit and 

| power of Elias : ix was thereby evident what tlicy | 

would haue done rothe old ELas, E 

Laſtly.wedecciue our (clues in regard of the time | 3 * * 9 

#0 come,when we wil not take that notice of our cor- 

ruption, astothink we arc in danger of falling heer. 

atter into thoſe grolle and ſcandalous linnes, which 

hetherto we haue auoided: thus, many wil not ſtick 

Thraſonically to boaſt,thar if Poperr: aad perſecution | 

of the truch (hould againe reenter, yer they ſhould | 

neuer (hrink, Bur anocable exarple for this purpoſe 

is that of Peter , who had fo opened his eares to the | 

Yoyce of his owne deccitfull and lying heart, that [x 
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| hee could not beleeue Chrift himſelte, the God of 
truth, forewarning him of his threefold deniall , hee 
could notbe perſwaded there was ſo much wicked- 


2 Kings. 13. nefle in his heart. So Hazael,when the Prophet told 


Luc.1.34. 


| him he ſhould cruelly rip vpthe women with child, 
' and daſh their children againſt the ſtones , as thin- 
king berter of himſelfe , then that euer hee ſhould 
| breake forth into ſuch outrage, anſwered, not with- 
| out ſome indignation, #/hat a» 1a dogge ? Yea that 
, thou art, Hazel ;zand ſonaturally are al the ſonnes of 
| Adam, in their vitious qualities worle then dogges, 
beares, tigers, And thus,ifour own harts deceiue vs 
' nor, ſhall we indge of our ſelues, that there is no {in 
ſo odious vnto which of our ſelues we arenot ſuffici- 
ently inclinable.For or1g1ne/{/ia, in which we are all 
' bred & bom,conteineth init ſelfe the ſeeds of all fins, 
| that fearful (in againſt the holy G. it ſelfe not excep- 
ted, And therefore by reaſon of this ſo corrupt &rot- 
| ten anature,wee have a diſpoſition,cuen the beſt of 
| vs,to the vileſt & moſt loathſome ſmnnes.One would 
haue thought that the Diſciples , in regard of their 
educato & nurture,both vnder their perenres,in ho- 
[neſt & frugal trades,and vnder our Seurewr,in holy & | 
fpirituall learning ſhould have bin farre enough fro | 
' ſarfetin2 & drunkennes, the (ins of ſwageercys, & not | 
of ſober,civill men, much lefſe godly & zealous mi- | 
' niſters. And yer vntothem our $4#ronr addrefſeth 
| this admonition, Take heede wnto your ſelues that 
| your harts be not made heaxy with ſurfetirig and arun-. 
| kenneſſe. For they bad inthem the common poiſon | 
of nature, andſo were obnoxious euen tothe moſt | 
| ſhametull and roproach!ull euils. And yer, for all. 
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thinking himſelfe free enovgh,and far enough from | 


murther, theft, —_—— and (uch | 
| like ? Would not David, thinke we, as well as Petey | 
' admoniſhed of hisfuture denial, haue made (trange 

| of it,ifit had bene told him before hand, thou ſhalt | 
: defile Be!hſheba, murther Yriah? Would he not haue 


ceitis exceeding dangerous,and therefore take wee | 
heed of ir. For whence is it,that men o'renrimes , as | 
it ſeemeth ofmild and gentlenatures,breake foorth 
| into great rage,cuen vnto murther,and againe men 
of cha(t behauiour into filthy and brutiſh vnclean- 
neſle : whence is this I ſay, hs from this deceirful- 
nefle ofourharts, whereby we perſwade our ſelues, 
that our nature isnot fo far venomed, that it thould 
be likely to bring forth ſuch peſtilent euils? and ther- 
fore growing ſecure,and remitring of our watchtul- 
| nefſſe,, we are che mIre ealily overthrowen. Indeede 

ſome (innes there are ro which wee are not ſo much 
; tempted, as others(as Lath:y ſaide of himſelfec, that } 
| he neuer felt himſelierempred to couetovines: )yet | 
f 


there is no ſinne,but we my both betempred to, & 
through tempration fall into, if Gods vnderprop- 
ping hand withdraw itſelfe. Asrhe 4peſtle notably 
tcacherh, exhorting to moderation rowards our 
brethrenfallen cue into fouler fins,vps this ground, 
| Comnſeaerimethy ſelfe that thou maiſt bee aatirnny | even 
with a powerfull andpreuailing temptation, ro fall 
iato thy brothers (ine. The vſc then of this point is 
to take heede of this deceit, and knowing our ſclues 


this, whoſe heart is there free from this deccitof | 


many ſpecially hatefull,and 1gnominious linnes , 25 | 


what 


[Gal.6. I. inter- 
anſwered with Hazael, what am Ie dogge ? This de- prered, 
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— | what wee are, to tremble and to feare even thole 
| tines, which wee leait luſpet, and whereto wee! 
"R  tind not our ſelues lo pronely carried, as to others. 
| | \Vee would be loath to trult a beare or wolte, or a- 
| ny ſuch like beait chough by culture and manu- 
rance in their youth their 1inborne herceneſle bec 
ſomething mitigated. Still their naturall diſpoliti- 
| on {ticks to them, and that will teach them to doe 
p miſchicte Why then (hould wee repole any ſuch 
f conhdence in our felues, that wee thall neuer laſh 
out into ſuch and ſucheuils ? Wee haue a Schoole- 
' malter within,that naturall corruption that cleaues 
{0 talt vnto vs,that will bereadie to teach vs, yeato 
| vrgeand torce vs to the very height of in1quirie. 
| Few will fo truit thetr bodies, though neuer {o | 
ſound and healthy, butthat they will tearecuen 
the molt dangerous dilcafes,as the pox, the plague, | 
1 and ſuch like infections tor that they know that e- 
| yen the bodies of the belt conttitution hane marrer 
within, euen for the vileſt diſeaſe ro worke vpon. 
Afluredly thy /owle ts a farre more fruittull /emmary 
of ſonnes, then thy beay of diſeaſes. Why then 
| (houldeſt cou lufter thy lelfe to be deceived more 
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'in theonethenin ctheother ? The heathen Phtloſo- 
pher commended this meditation to his ſchollers in 
the hearing of others faults, have 1done any ſuch like 
N»mqwd 7» | £4427 A good meditation ; bur yet,in caſe this que-. 
| [tio greatly trouble vsnot,ket vs add this other, may, 
Pro.28, I zot do the like, or why{e? This is the holy feare Gods 
| children (hould have of them(elues continually. 
Such as was that in the eleven diſciples, who hea-, 
ring Chrilt toretelling, One of youfbull betray me, cue-| 
OF TV; 
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| ry oneina godly realouſieand filpition of his owne | 

| naughtie heart,cried out, Ma/ter w it 17 Maſter i it 1? 

| heerecuen Peter himlelte, that a littic betore could | 

' notthink his hzart {9 vnſound, as to be ht to-brins? 
forth the mhapen brat of fearefall dentall, now (hap- | 
ly ſomething (chooled and cooled by the former to. 


| vchement and contident prediction of Chr:ſt) tca- ' 
| reth the only and terrible monjter of fearelej/e and 
 fatthle;/e betraym?. In this lanes teare imnate wee | 


once we {ball intertaine this deceit, that rhere are a- 
ny linnes, which wee neede not greatly teare , then 
are wee ncercft tailing into them. And lo otren it 
commeth ropalle, that while(t we caretully watch 
againſt thoſe .linnes , wee ice our felues by [trong 
remprations'daily drawen vnto, and wholly neg- 
let others wee thinke not our (clues fo fubiect vn- 
ro; elcapingby watchtulnefle the gremes, through 
this deceithu[ncfte ofour hearts, and the frair cher- 
ot, 0ur (euurity, wee tallinthelefler dangers. Sure- 
\ty £08 was in greater danger of vnclcannefle , liwmg 
' among the impure Sayers, than folitarily inthe 
Mount, and Neeh was int greater-danger of drun- 
| kenneſle, ltuing among the drunken (ors of the old 
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Peter,and not in bis former preftumption: tor when | 


_— 


; world, that did nothing elſe but &rui/hly eate and | 


' drinke,then when there was none aliue to conuerſe 
| N 5 
; with, bur his owne family. Burt yerthey werein 


withinthem, without which the en1i!! example vt 


mong the wicked , euill example indanzered them : 
when from them (till their owne corruption threate- 


ned 


the wicked could not haue corrupted them . A- | 


| danger alſo in their (olitarineſſe, as hauing rhar | 


| 
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[ned danger, Bur lo (examples for euer to be rc- | 
| membred) becauſe in their ſolitarineſle, this deceit 
' of heart rooke place, that of themſelues they were 
' not ſo frameableto ſuch linnes, and ſo ftood not,as | 
in times paſt vpon their guard, hence it came to | 
paſſe, that they who got the victorie in the greater, | 
| were {hametully foiled in the lefler conflict ; they 
that ouercame two aduerſaries together, the fleſh | 
| and the world, were milerably ouercome by one of 

them alone, the fleſþ without the ayde of the 

world. O then deliucr wee our foules from this de- 
ceit, and poſleſſe wee them continually with this 

meditation, There is no baggage fo filthy but my 

heart is a fit ſinke to receive, no monſter ſo hideous | 
but itis a fit wombe to conceive, no weede (o poiſon- 

full but it is a fit /oyle to bring forth, Hardly (hall he 

be caught that thus feareth the ſnare. Indeede in e- 

uill of panybment that of Job is often true. That which 

I feared i come ypon me. Butin the cuill of (inne, that 

of Salamon, Bleſſed « be that feareth alwaies ; how ble(- 

{ed,bur in eſcaping the ſinne feared? as the op- 
poſition there ſhewes - but bee thas 
{ not fearing ] bardens bu bears 

ſhall fall mtoenil, 


| 
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Cure, III, 


Of the deceits of three fſonrrall ſorts of men, the rich 
worldling, the ciwill inftittary, the looſe libertine. 


ans. The ſecond followerh, And that is when 
wee thipke our ſalues in good and happyeltare be- 
fore God, being indeed miſerable; when with the 
Church of LZaodices wee tudpe our felues rich and 
wanting nothing, when indeed wee are poore, na- 
ked;blind and beggerly wretches. 1/ any man, faith 
Paul, thinke himſelfe formewhit, whew he is nothing, hee 
deceiucth himſelf in his imegmation.Now what grea- 
ter /omewha then tor a man to be happy ? what 
greater ##thins then to be miſetable ? and ſo. what 
greater deceit then this, for x man beitts miſerable 


pleaſure to account himſelte ro be highly in his fa- 
your ? A deceit indeede very common, but alſo 
very danigerous:for in this cafe thans deceitful and 
| drearning heart makes him like thit dreamer ofthe 


his ſIcepe thinkes he hath mear 2nd drinke ; but as 


he awakened ſees his error and feeles his hunger, ſo | 


ſhall che heart arouſed by God, at leaſt at the day 
of 1wdgement, ſee herdeceit and feele hir miſeric. 
Surely as in the natural} dreames it is better, when 
they be falſe, they ſhould be of fearefull things, 
then of ioyfull, as better for a King ro dreame him- 
ſelte ro bee a beygey, then contrarily tor a beoger to 

Y E dreame 
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| 
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O much of the ff deceit im indging of our per- | 


ro iudge himſelfe happy, being in Gods deepe dil-| 


The ſecon |! 

Deceit 18, that 
our bad « {ta:c 
1s good: whert 


there arc 


Reuc! " 


Gal.6.z. 


Prophet, who thonagh hungry and thirſtic, yet 1n | Elay 29.3, 


[ 
| 
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dreame that hee is a Xing : for the King, when hee 
wakens, his gr ete is gone and his ioy is redoubled, 
ſkeing the vanitie of his dreame, bur the begger 


waen he awakez,his former griete that ilept with 
him awakes, and returnes ſo much the hiercer,in re- 
| gard of the talſe ioy of his dreame : ſo is it in theſe 
dreames and deceictull dotazes of the heart. Farre 
better is that deceit, whereby the ſonne of God 
thinkes himſelfea tlaue of Sathin, than ths contra- 
ry, when the limme of Sathan deemes and dreime; 
| himſclfea member of Chri#. Better itis for Nebu- 
chadnezer being a man, through hus braine dittem- 
pered with melancholly to-thinke himfeltea beatt, 
then for a beaſt to thinke ir ſeife a man : tor this 
deceitis nothing {o vſuall, nor ſo perilous, A mans 
talleconceit of miſery, when indeede heis happy, 
| may ellen his happinelle: it cannot make him mi- 
\ferable : But; amans talſe apprehenlion of happi- 
 nefſe beinzmiſerable, is ſo tarre from making bim 
| happy hat it, makes him twiſe, yearemedilcſſe mi- 

ſcxab.c; irbeingrthe firit itepro Cninelh to know 
| our awſerie, Lamentable theretare is it, rjzat rhis 

deceit bging.ſo pernitious Jhovid be ſo vmuerdail 
| Our Sauioxy tels vs thatthere are bur tew that (hall 


be ſaved. And yerif all they (hould be faued, thar | 


' thinke they (hall beſaued, lurethen there are but 
| very few that [hal be damned, &then the /tra:r and 
| narrow Way iz that which leadeth to Heil, the vro.14 | 
wayis Reauen way : For who is there almoſt thar 
| peffwadeth not himfelte hee ſhall be, ſaved ? 
And hcere Iobſcrue more {pecially thedece't of 
toure ſeucrall ſorts of: men ; the rich worldlmz, the 
cruill 


—_— 


\ brought into this fooles _ ot thinking them- 


doings. That we may tree theſe men trom this de- | 


; (according to the fooliſh phraſe men vic when ſuch * 
| things befall one,0 he © male !)) how then comes it | 
|topalle, that Heauen the cheefe and royall ſeate of | 
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cnul ruftitiarie , the looſe libertine, or carnall goſpeller, 
and the temporarie beleewer ; all theſe vpon their ſe- 
uerall, but all of them deceiuable grounds,perſwa- 
ding themſclues, they are mm the fauour of God, 
Firtt, rhe men of this world, whoſe bellies God 
filleth with the hid treaſure of theearth , ypon oc- 
calion of their outward proſperity , are quickly 


I, 
Rich world. 
lings deceit, 
Ptal. 17, 


tes to be the ſpeciall darlings of God : tor it the | 
vdly rhemſelues haue oftentimes their eies ſo da- 

zeled with the outward glittering and flouriſhing | 
eltate ofthe wicked as thereupon they are ready to 
lay of them, The generation of Gods children, which 
was once Dauids error fora time : how much more 

then, thinke wce,will the wicked thinke ſo of them- 
ſclues ? He that mikethgaine, (a'th Dauid, bleſ/eth him- 


ſelfe, namely in this talſe opinion of his owneteli- |, 


citie. And elſewhete hee theweth that when God 
heldeth his peace, and doth not by his wdgements 
dilturbe them in their pleaſures and prohts, then 
preſently their deceitfull heart thereon inferreth, 
that God is like to them, he alloweth ofti:e n and their 


_— 


mult be conlidercd. 


ceir,and diſcouer the groſleneſſe of it,dwers things | 
Firſt, If riche; be that that makes men happy, 


| 


bleſſledneſle, is ſo empty of theſe treaſurers ? for | 
there grow no minerals, the veineof (ilyer & gold 
is not tO be found there. And yet Go whothe c | 

E 2 ſhewer.1 | 
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lob 28,14, 


Lukes, 


Feclel. 9.17. 
t K&rpietcd, 


{1ntheecarth, andſo, whuch 1s {tcange, it is negrex | 


The decenfuleſſe of mans heart. 


(heweth the brightelt lultre of his gloric, the holy 
Saints and Anzels, that dwell chere with him, want 
nothing-that may ſerue to make them comruplecely 
bleſſed, Surely belike happinelle mult be digged 
out ofthe bowels ofthe carth,it growes below,not 
abouc. Theearth can no longer lay, when it is de- 
manded of our happineſle, as it js 1n 1ob, 4 i wat in 
mee; if lilucr and gold beour happineſle, cthenjt 18 


hell (which the (cripture ſeemerh to place below. 
the deepes) then heaven, which all knowe to be a- 
loft, and lo neerer the Pawel, then Ged let me have 
beayens miſerie, take thou bels happineſſe, 

2 [this deceit be true, happineſſe ſhould rather 
be found in the wilderneſſe of India, Twkep, and ſuch 
like barbarous, and brurtilh places, then in the faire 
Edenotthe Church. Is ig likely, that, if riches were 
ſuch pearls, the. Lord would cait them to fuch 
ſwine? it ſuch happie things, he would throw them 
to ſuch dezges ? it the childrens bread , hee would 
teed whelpes with them ? 

3 Riches indeed themlclues are the good blel- 
linges of God, and arenotable inſtruments of ver- 
tue, as we ſee in Salomon, Abraham, Zot, and other | 
holy rich men in the ſcripture, in al whom that ; 
ſaying was true, | ;/edome i's good with an inheritance. | 
Wiſedome 1s good without an inheritance to the | 
owner, but it is not ſo good to others, it cannot (0. 
cleerely ſhew, and manifelt ir felte to them, with- | 
out the helpe of this in{trument. As how could |, 
Abraham haue ſhewed his hoſpitall, and bountitull | 
minde, 11 intertaining ſtrangers, if poore ? How 


could 
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| 


could ob haue declared his mercy,and liberality to | 
the poore, without his riches ? how could Salomon 
haue witneſſed his munificence , & roy.uil magnih- 
cence, yea his zeale, and piety in building the tein- 
ple, together with his wiſedome and kill in nitu- 
rall philoſophy, had not the Lord ſo abundantly 
furnilhed him with theſe helpes ? what then? ſhall 
wee ſay, becauſe riches arethe inſtruments, where- 
by vercue declareth it {elte, therefore they make 
| men vertuous ? that, becauſe a good pen is the in- 
ſtrument of writing , therefore it will make onea | 
good writer ? nay rathera good writer makes the 
pen good, and to beea fit inſtrument of writing | 
well. Forfurnith an vnskilfull writer with neuer fo 
good a pen, yer his hiſt remaines ftill as vaskilfull. 
So a good man knowes how to make vie, and ad- 
uantage of riches, for the praiſe of vertue ; as $4- | 
lomon (aies, The crowne of x 2 wiſe « their riches : but | Pre. 14 24. 
yet giuethem a foole, and you put aſword into a | «4: 
mad mans hand, ſtill hee is as wicked, naie worſe 
then before, as Salomon addeth in the ſame place, | 
the folly of fooles, namely rich ones,is fooliſhnes; why, 
was it not tooliſhnes before they were rich? yes, 
bur not in compariſon ofthat it is now, (ince they 
became rich. That as ws/edome ts 7004, that 1s, bet- | 
rer, ſhines brighter, fo folly is nauoht, thar is, farre 
worle, more palpab!y diſcouers it ſelte, nh an m- 
heritance. That which Salomon ipeakes of ſilence in 
bu toole, may as truely be ſaid of poverty ſometimes. | Pau, 17.28. | 
A toole is accounted wiſe while poore, but lethim | 
| 
| 


once be rich, then his follie is fooliſhneſſe indeed. 
'Riches then declare whether wee be good, or no, | 
FE $ as; 
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45 a (word in a mans hand whether he be lober, or 
drunke, but they make vs not good ; becaule, as! 
{1id, they are only in{truments of goodneſle. And 


” —- > 


| 1c inttrument alwaies receiueth it torce trom that 
| which v{cthir, giueth none vnto it. Were it not 
' 1bſurd for 4 man to thinke himlelfe a good ſcholer, 
becauſe he hich many bookes ſtanding 1n his clo- 
(ct, or a good mu.ition, becauſe he hath many mu- 
1call initruments hanging vpon his wals , when he 
knowes not how to vie cither bookes, or inltru- 
ments? And yet riches are no ſuch neceſſary inl{tru- 
ments of grace, as bookes are of {carnmz. For a man 
may thew as much , naie ( as Chryſo/tome bath wel] 
noted in the example of /9b) more of ſome obedi- 
ence namely that which we call paſeve in pouernie, 
then in riches. 

4 Riches, though they be the giftes of God, yer 
we muſt conlider, with what hand hce recheth 
them forth vnto vs, whether with the right, or the 
left, with what mind he giveth chem, whether in 
lone, or in anger. For God often giueth men riches 
a5 he gaue the Iſraelites quayles, eucn tobe thornes 
ro choake them. Herein being like that King Eu- 
trapeles, that heaped vp molt riches vpon ſuch as he 
moſt bated, ſaying that together with rheir riches 
hee ſhould crulh them with a heauy burden of 
cares. Pharaoh himſclife was not ſmitten with ma- 
ny of thoſe judgements, wherin others periſhed, 
but 1t waz not from any (peciall reſpe&t God had of 
him 2boue them, but God hiinſelfe , leaſt he ſhould 
m1itinterprete it, tei> him the reaſon for thee cauſe 
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haue Ireſerue thee, namely from being ſtroken with 
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the tormer judgement, not for any louelI beare A 
thee, but, that I may [hers my power in thee. The Pal- 


7 7p the crooked, he loweth the V1; ables, To rc; ie as 
la the Lord may diſpenle thele outward bleſ{inges ro | 
the wicked, butnort in loue , ſauc only ro the! righ-) | 
reous. \V heretore our rich w orldlin; hath little caulc | 
ot retoycing 1a his riches, vnleſle hee knew that the | 


bleſſing of hir fruirtull wombe, in the giuinge ot 
chem, cuen with a {weete, and amiable counte-| 
nance, ready together with his riches to deale his 
owne ſoule vnto him. But it is otherwiſe : The Lord 
rurneth his backe vpon him, cuen then when his 
hand reacheth forth theſe ourward thinges vnto 
him. In his anger he giueth theſe ſuppolcd tlici- 
ries ro the wicked, which in his mercy he denieth to 
the godly. He putteththem into the fatter paſtures, 
becauſe he meaneth to kill them , and cauſeth theſe 
to feede on the bare commons, becauſe he will haue 
chem live (till. Itthe ſtalled oxe had reaſon, would ! 
he be (o (enſeleſle as to thinke his maſter loued him | 
| better then his tellowes,becauſe of his more liberall 

| foode ? know it then thou rich worldling God on- 

| lie facteth thee for the (laughter. Hee thus ladeth | 

thee with theſe bleſhnges that by this meanes ag- | 


, grauating we dan.Pc -nvak and impenitency , hee | Rom-3. 4 


{might ladethee with a heauier weight of condem: | 


nation, Yea by this meanes in his 1uſt judgement, 


as by an outward occalion, he pronoketh, and {tir- 


Lord looked upon him , as Elizabeth ſpeaketh of the | {© 5-35- 


reth vp that corruption of pride, couectouſneſſe, 
| E 4 cruelty, 


| 
mijt theretore excellently couples theſe thinges to- | »- 1 IS 
gether. The Lordgmeth fioht to the blind, hee raiſer! i | 
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cruelty,opprefſion,and ſuch like,which before were 

; inthee,bur for wantof occaſion could not fo plainly 
ſhew themſelues.Thattherfore this ſecret corruprio 

' may bediſcouered,he offrerhfitmatter forit roteed 
vpon,toworke vpon. Judas was couetous before hee 

' cametoChriſt:therfore Chritt gaue him the bag to 
fecd that his humor, to miniſter fuell ro it,that ſo his 

' rotten heart might be dete&ted, ſhould not now 1#- 
d1s haue deceiued himſelfe much, it hee had appre- 
hended the ottice which Chriſt aſſigned him, as an 
 argumentof his grearer reſpe&, asthough hee had 
repoſed more confidence in him for fidehty ,whome 

; indeed he knew to be moſt vnfaithtul? /udas bag was 
; anetto catch his ſoule. The wickeds teble,though 
| {\wimmin-7 neuer ſoinuchwithdainties, is his ſnare & 
| hy proſper:ty his ruine.God giueth them theſe things 
| no 0:t1crw.{c then Hel gaue Syers milke, and lod- 
| "Ss that by thys means caſtingrheminto the dead 
cep ot ſecurity, he might ſtrike them rhrough with 

' the naile of his iudgements,or as Ehud gaue the pre- 
' ſent to Ezlon, onely that he might haue an occafion 
to ſheath his dagger in his bowels: wherefore looke 
how Hamen decciued himſelfe in conſtruing the 
Queenes inuitation of him to the banquet,as a mat- 
ter of (peciall grace:for indeede ſhee d:d it onely ro 

' accuſe him; zlike doe theſe fatte worldiingsdecciuc 


| . , . ' . 
| theinſelues, imputing their outward proſperity to | 


+ rheſc things to furniſh their inditemact our of them; 
like as once /oſephcauſcd his cup to bee put into one 
of his brethrens ſacks,that he might picke a quarrel 
with thew', andlay theftratheir charge: for God , 

how. | 


| the tauour of God, who indeede onely giueth them | 
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howſoeucrhe hauc giuen the wicked theſe carthly | 
bleſſings,yer will he chalenge them of thetr,and vn- | 
| 1uſt vſurping of his creatures,tothe which being out | 
of Chriſt,they hauenoright and title. See then ye 
miſerable mucke wormes of the earth, how groſlely 
yeedecciue your (clues, that are ſo fearefull of be- | 
ing decciucd by others, and know that as in other | 
| regards,ſo in this hath our Saurour befeoled you,thart [Luk A 
you thus lull your ſclues a _ in a falſe conceit of 
your owne happineſle, and {ing a requrem to your 
| owne ſoules, /oule take thine eaſe; and yet /innelics 
| | b fore th: doores 1 this night 0 foole ſhall they tike away 
thy ſoule : and then though with Dzzes ye haue bin 
rich in this world,yer with him alſo ye ſhal be poore, | 
| enough in the World to come : ſo poore that 
| yee thall bee driven to begge « droppe of water of |Luk. 16. 
lome L1z4rws, to whom heere you denied crummes 
of bread, O extreame and more then beggerly po- 
uerty when thou cant not commaund alittle drop 
of water! Softly did the Apoſtle ſay,charge them 
| thatare rich inthis world , intimating that there is 
| one riches & pouerty of this world, &of the world 
| to come another, as Lazarw , poore in this warld, 
| becamerichinthe other world, and Dines, rich in 
this world , became exceeding penurious inthe 0- 
, ther: withall teaching that theſe riches , whenth 
| laſt ongeſt, laſt no longer then this life, they folloy 
| not alter vs when weearedead, tomake vs rich in 
that other wor1d;Gonoiv and bleſle thy ſelfe in thy 
| riches, and profperous eſtate as badges of bleſled- 
nes; from which holy A4gvr defired to bee bleſſed; 
fearing leaſt his ſhoe being ouerwide for his foote it 
| would 
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| would but hinder him in his tourney, and his ouer- 
| ample ettate would be as cumberſome to his ſoule, 
| as Sun's armour would have beene to Danids body. 
| The Apoltletels thee, God chaffeneth en'ry child hee 
| hath,and none but baſtards goe yncorreed : what 
| an idle conceit then is this for thee to take that for a 
| note of thy ſonneſhip, namely thy oyled and buttered] 
| paths, thy long caſe and freedome from croſles, for 
' which the Holy Ghoſt, hath reproached thee with 
| the brand of ba/tardi/me? Our Sautour cries out , woe 
| be to yourichmen, for yee ſhall weepe. What a mad- 
| nefle for thee to bleſſe where Chriſt curſes? He tels 
thee that thy riches are as great burthens,hindering 
thy entrance in atthe ſtraitgare , andasthe bunch 
onthe Camels backe,hindring his paſſage through 
the needles eye, and therefore cries out, how haraly 
ſhala rich man enter into the kingdome of heznen? what 
adotage is this ro account the barre of heauen dore 
(hurriog it vp againſt vs, to bethe key opening itto 
| { vs, rotake werghrs, prefſing vs downe to hellto bee 
wings, lifting vs vp to beauen? 
Cai 1iria- | 2+ Sort of men deceiving themſelues in this 
16:14, | kind are our crull tnſtitraries, who therefore judge 
; themſelues to be in good ſtate to God-werd,becauſe 
| they live withour (candall honeſtly , quietly paying 
| cucry man his owne &c. It they had hence conclu- 
dedthey had beene in good ſtate toman-ward, the 
| deceit had beene more tolerable; for men cannot ſo 
| | well chalenge thoſe that can with Samnel ſay, whoſe 
oxe or a/ſe haue I ſtolen ? whom haue I wronged?bur 
the deceit is fond,to thinke therefore God can haue 
no action againſt thee. Alike as if thou ſhouldeft| 
p rhinke 
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thinke the King cantouch thee 1n nothing, becaule | 


thou halt not failed in any point, the Law tyes thee 
rothy tellow-{ubiefts, with whom thou leſt, and 


yet happily haſt many waies faulced againſtthe king | 
himicle: Thou talkelt of paying men cheir dues; wel | 
let it be {o: what can follow hence, buc that among 


menthou ſhalt go for an honeſt man ? what with 


God too? yes, if thou canſt truly ſay, thou paiſt him | 


his dues; the due of prayer,hearing, reading, & me- | 


dicating in the worde,lanRihing of the Sabbaoths, 
the which our ciuillman never paieth, and thertore 
as thou wouldſt account him vahonelt,*'that paies 
thee nor thy dues,fo will God account thee, fornot 
paying him his. T/& i true religion (aith /ames to 
the looſe profeſſor (cuering ſome outward dutics of 
rcligion inthefirſt, from rightcouſneſle in theſe 

cond table, ts viſit the Fatherleſſe avd widdow &c. 
which are duties not of religion properly , but of 1- 
ſtice and rightcouſneſle : and this hee doth becauſe 
this is the triall of the truth of our religion. By like 


reaſon and proportion may 1 ſay to the Crarl man, as 


vareafonably diuiding the works of righteouſnes, in 
the ſecond table, from thoſe of religion,in the firſt, 
This is truerighteouſneſle, this is truc honeſty, to 
ſanCtifc the Sabbaoths, to call vpon the name of 
the Lord,to conferre, to meditate of the word : For 
looke what kind of Religion that 1s, which is nor at 
tended with honeſty to men, alike is that honeſty 
which is not toyned with Relz2ionto God. Now the 
former religion none ſo ready to condemne for 
"aught as the ciuill man himſelte : for zeale and de- 
uotion inno caſe canhe away with : thereforc , his 
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owne mouth being iudge, his owne honeſty which 
| he ſo magnifies and makes the only prop of his hap- 
| pineſſe muſtneeds be rotten, and vnlound. Yahoneft 
| relig on isas good as irreligiou honeſty. Andifin thy 
iudgement, the former benaughr, lurely the latter 


|Renounce then thine own righteouſneſle euen /þ1r1- 
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cannot be good.Religion, orthe tcarc of God Selo- 
”encals the head of all goodneſle : honeſty then 
withoutreligion is as a body without a head, cuen 
arotting, and ſtinking carrion : and wilt thou - be 
ſo fond as to thinke it is a ſweet ſmelling ſacrifice in 
Gods noſethrils? Heare Chriſt telling the Phariſees, 
ſuch as thou art,thatthe harlsts and Publicines, as if 
I hould now ſay to thee cut-throats , and cur-parſes, 
ſhould go before them into the kingdom of heauen. 
And againe, Except your righteouſneſſe exceed the 
righteouſneſſe of the Scribes and Phariſees , ye cannot 
enter into the king/ome of heaw'/n. Andit this cannot 
ſtop thy mouth,yer let Eſayes forule cloath,all our righ- 
teouſneſſe, even our righteouſneſſe , the Prophet in- 
cludes himſclfe,holy Efares owne righteouſneſſe the 
righteouſnes of grace, 2 menſtruow cloath, that vil 
rather foule our faces, then wipe away the filth of 
them. What then is the righteouſneſle of nature ? 
Surely Chriſt muſt both waſh, and wrpe his diſciples 
feet. His bloud muſt bee both water, and #owe!l roo. 


ua#, much more C:a1l, and rruſt onely to his. 


The third fort of theſe ſelfe-deceruers are our com: 
mon and carnallGoſpellers,Goſpelſpilters rather, being 
indeed looſe liberttnes that doe turne the grace of God | 
into wantounes: Thele alſo iudgze theinſclues to be in 


| 6900 calc before God; and why? becauſe they haue 
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beene borne inthe Church , and ſtill enioy the pri- | 
uiledges thereof; they haue becne waſhed with ho- | 
ly water,and are daily fed with the ſpiriguall Mayne 
of the word, and Sacraments. This was the viual de- | 


ceit of the 1ewes,who cricd,thetemple of the Lord ghe \"* 7 
temple ofihe Lord : and had nothing elicto bleſlc | pubs. 


themſclues withal, but the cognizance of circumci | 
ſon. And our Sauior ſheweth how many atthe laſt | 
day (ballook for eternal life,onlybecaule they haue | 
eat and drunk in his preſence, which I vnderitand of ; 
the ſpirituall cating and drinking in the hearing ot | 
the word, and receiving of the Sacraments : bur for | 
all this, with the raan that wanted the wedding gar- | 
ment,they may be taken from the very feaſting ta- 
ble to the gallowes with Hamann. And though they 
| fig never ſo much with 194b to the hornes of Gods 
altar, yet it ſhall not defend them from Gods ſword, 
for the very trueth is this, the man that wants 
the wedding garment isno otherwiſc bidden tothe 
feaſt by the king, then Himan was to Queene Eſters 
feaſt, hee ſhall chere inde God noleſle angry with 
him,then Z/ames tound Ahaſhuersſb, and hearethat 
fearctull ſentence, Take him, bind him,e*c, Of this 
deceit S.lamys\ſpeakerh,when hee ſaith, Be yee doers 
of the ward,e+ not hearers only, decciuing your ſelues. 
Shewing thereby that many, as the milercable ex- 
perience cuenof theſe times allo ſhewe:h, did ther- 
| fore repute themlelues inthe nnmber of Gods peo- 
| ple,onely becauſe they came tothe Church, heard 
the word and preſented him w.th the ovtward ſacri- 
fices of their praiers, and praifes, howſoeuer their 
liues otherwiſe were moſt vile a1.d vitious. But Saint 
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Plalm.26. | r,9e5 afterward telleth theſe deceiuers, 1f any man 
| | ſceme religious and refrain: not his tongne deceiuing 
| his owne heart, his religion i in vane. And lo doth 

' S. Paul tell the Tewes that reſted in the law, and the 
outward letter thereot, that their circumciſion was 
nv betrer then vncircumcifion; as a man may ſay to | 
| a baſe player, apparelled like a Kings ſonne, that his 
Princes coat isno better then a beggers. It ſhall doe 
him no more good,procure him no more honour or 
reſpe&.For circumciſion, bapriime, hearing, recci | 
uing,and all tuch like badges of ourward proteiſion | 
they are but as the outward garment of Chriſtians, 
which may caſily bee put on by thoſe that are none. 
And therfore howſocuer theſe by manyare thought | 
ſufficient ro make them good Chriſtians , yer Salo- 
mon ſticks not to make them the marks of fools, when 
there are no better then they , as when hee calleth 
Gods owne acrifices, the ſacrifices o/ fc. les, bee more 
Eccleſ.y, | ready to heare then to offer the ſacrifice of fools becauſe 
of this foolith concceit which many ground vpon 
them. bur notably doth God ſhake thele decerners 
inthe fifticth Plalme, who tor all their lying,flaun- 
dering,whoring,theeuing, would yer needs goe for 
Saints, becaulec they were diligent in the outward 

| ſeruice of the temple. They thought they were very | 
careful] rememberersof God, whenthey plied him | | 
lo taſt withthe ſacritces of the Law, both morning | | 
| and euening : and yet God teileth them that none | 
were ſo vamindfvll of him as they,and therefore ve- 

ry fearctully rhundreth againſt them: 0 conſeder this + 
ye that forget God, leaſt 1teare you 1n peeces: For when | 
the trueth of Obedicnce,and power of godlineſſe is | 
wanting, | 


+ 
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wanting,ſurely there is ſmall difference betwixt an | 
IG aelite, and an ſneeze, a circumciſe] Hebrewe, | 
| and an vaciccumaled eh:/1ftim, a baptiſed Engli/ſh- 
| m4n,and an vawaincn Twke, Neither 1s the bar- 
ren fiz-iree in Guds orchyard in any better calc, 
then 1; the bramblc tn the wilderneſſe, In which re- | 
gard Daui/'5 not attaide tocallthe Eiphums ſfren- | 
| gers,and Sauis courticrs heathen, and Saul himſelte 
Cnſh!, or an A:th. op:an, thoughall ot them huing in 
| the viitb!/e Churchas members thereof ; to thewe, | 
that God vill lappe them vp in the ſame bundle ot 
condemn tion, together with the heathen, and vn- 
| circumciſed, {angers, trom the eonenants, and com- 
| mon-weale of Iſracl. This therefore will be but a 
' tilly plea before God, wee haue gone to Church, 
frequented the praiers, heard the ſermons ; nay the 
plea of preaching ſermons willnot bee admitted. 
\Vhen thou bringeit to God the ſermons thou hatt 
heard, thou bringeſt Y-14hs letters ; the matter of 
; thine owne death , and damnation, For therefore 
| ſhall God adiudge theeto fo much forer, and ſeuc- | 
| rer conderanation, by how much thy meanes of | 
| repentance haue beene greater. Therefore ſhall 
' thecearth be curſed, becauſe hauing beene watered | 
with the dewe ot hewen, it bringeth forth nothing | 
| but bramb'es, and bricrs. But here our libertine,, 
; beitdes his outward tor mal Church-ſeruice,vrgeth 
his fa1th in the merit; of Chri/t | 
Anſ. His faita 13 meate fancy : tor, 1. Faith com-!, 
meth hy hearin?, and fo allo is it novrithed by hea- | 
' ring ofthe word, prayer and the ſacraments. Bur 
theſe mencannorrtell how they cane by their faith | 
An. ' 
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cannot tel how they came by them:afſuredly oy 
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And it is ſuſpitious when men have goods, and 


cannot ſay they came to their faith by any ſuch 
meanes : for they deſpiſe the powerfull minilterie, 
and to prayaright they know not , whereas true 
faith the daughter of the word, cannot but with al 
humility and thankfulnes acknowledge her father. 
2. Truefaith is cop#/atine, it ioyneth together the 
whole wordeof God : it beleeneth one promiſe as 
well as another,the promiſes of this lite, as well as 
thoſe of the life to come. But our Libertines faith 
that ſeemeth very ſtrong in beleeuing ſaluation by | 
Chriſt, in temporalldangers,that concerne the out- 
ward man onely, cannot vphold ir felfe : thereaſon 
is, for that,as their faith is a fancy it ſelfe,fo 1tappre- 
hendeth erernall iluation as a fancie, and ſo there 
can bee bold enough, bur cemporall /alnation becing | 
apprehended as a matter of trueth, theirfantaſticall! 
taith cannot lay hold of the promiſes thereof: theſe 

men that ſo confidently proteſle, that they belecue' 
God hath prouided f perabundant riches of glo-' 


ry heercafter for them, cannot yet beleeue that hee 
\ will proutde competent neceflaries of maintenar.ce 


| 


for this preſent lite: whence they ſotremble in their 
dangers. Againe faith belceveth the threats of the 
word together with the promiſes : now thou who 
pretendelt beleefe of the promiſes, ſhew me thy be- 
leete ofthe threatnings : diddeftthou beleeue the 
truth ofrhoſe menaces , which God hath denoun- 
cedagainſt vncleane,couetous, ambitions, proud, 
enutous, malitious perſons, and ſuch lke liners, 
how durſt thou then ſo wallow in theſe finnes, tha 
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Godin icad ofhell, had promiſed heauen, as a 
reward vnto them, thou couldelt not doe more, 
then thou doeſt ; Why ſhouldelt thou deceive thy 


belceue!t not {p much as the Diveil ? tor hee be- 
leeves [namely the threatenings otthe word | and 
trembles tor arrour; but thou goelt on in (1n, ma- 


ſelfe with an opinion offaith, when indeedethou | 


king a mocke of the menaces , and in the infidelity | 
of thy heart givelt them the lye, ſaying no ſuch 
thing (hall betallthee. And ſo much tor the three| 
former ſe!fc-deceruers. 
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Cnay. V. 
Of the deceits of the temporary beleeeuers Faith and 
feelings. 


Fe come now tothe fourth ſort of theſe 
VVaRSE temporarie beleeuer, deſcri- 
bed by our Sawtenr inthe parable of the ſtony and 
thorny ground, and by the Apoſtle, Heb,s. They 
heare the word,and are inlightened 1n their vnder- 
ſtandings, yea rauithed, one would thinke,in their 
afteftions: tor they heare it ſaith our Saviour with 
toy: where by one of the cheefeſt affetior.s, wee are 
by like proportionto vnderſtand all the reſt, cuen 
the afteftion of greefe it ſelfe ; that as they re- 


toycein hearing of the comforts , and ſach like do- 
&; ine, which requireth ioy , ſo when thenatnre of 
doftrine requireth griefe, they are alſo affeted 
with ſorrow, and therefore at the hearing of the 
word, with thoſe Jſraehites,do often euen draw buc- 
F kets 
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| kets of water and (hed riuers ofteares.Euen this a ſo 
is to be vnderitood by their hearing the word with | 
| i0y, becauſe they retoice even in this griefe, taſting 
| | ot the ſiweerneſle of the word, & hindinga comfor- | 
table reliſh therein. Theſe men we ſee go very tar,ſo 
' that , as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, they are in ſome ſort, | 
made partakers of the holy Ghoſt,they taſte of the powers-| 
#f the world ro com:,&exprelſe their inward grace by | 
outward obedience, bringing torth truit very ſpee- | 
| 
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 dily, tar ſooner than others, as the {tonite ground 1s | 
more quicke & torward than other ſoiles. And yer ' 
tor all chis theſe alſo, being rotten atthc heart,are to | 
be ranked inthe number of ſelfe-deceruers, as fallcly 
| indging themſclucs to be in the ſtate of grace. The 
| deceitfulargument wherby they thus iudge,is this. | 
Whoſocuer hath true faith, repentance, obedience, 
isin the (tate of grace, : 
| ButIhauethele three, ſaith the Temporary: There- 
tore I am in the ſtare of grace. 
This deceit is fac more deepand dangerous,then 
any of the former three : tor their error was in the 
ground,whereon their argumet was built, not inthe 
application thereof, as inthe argument of the r:h 
, worldling; Whoſocuer hath outward proſperitie is in Goas 
| ' fauony. But Thaue outward proſperitie. Heere the de- 
| Ceit 15 inthe propoſition, not in the a{/umption - for he 
| | truely 4//umesto himſelfe outward proſperitie ; but 
| his propsſitionis falſe, that Outward proſperitte is an ar- 
| gument of Gods fawour, $0 the Ciuil man erres not in 
his applicztion of ciuill and outward righteouſneile 
| to himſelfe ; burin his growxd, that this ciuill righ- 
teouſneſle is enough to get ſaluation.. And forthe 
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. | not perfectly diſtinguith betwixt them. Hence 1#- 


I eons 


looſe Proteſtant rightly appliesto himſelfe ourward | 
| protel{ion, hearing ot the word &c. but his ground | | 
| 15deceirfull, that this is ſufficient to make one a | 
 g00d Chriſtian. But heere it 3s otherwiſc . The ; 
| oround ot the temporarie belecuers argument 1s | 
' molt certaine and agreeable to the ward, namely, 
that whoſoeucr hath true faith , repentance and 
obedience is inthe {tate of grace; ail the deceit 1s | 
| inthe application : tor the Temperarie, when he aſ- | 

| /xmes thoſe thingsro himſeife, preſumes. His a//ump- | 
| ton: But I haue true faith &c 1s nothing but mcere 
[pre '«mption. And therefore he is harder to be deli- 
 uered trom this his deccit,than the other : tor with | 
| them their needed no more adoe, than tolhew the 
talſeneſlc of their grounds, which might calily bee 
| done; bur heere the falſencſle of the application of 
| their grounds muſt be diſcovered ; which 1s ver 

| hard, becauſeofthe neereaffirarie and likeneſſe be- | 
 ewixt thefaith, repentance, obcdience of the true | 
and remporarie belecuer: which is ſo great, that euen 
| the molt judicious, and diſcerning Chrittians can- 


| 45among the diſciples, and Annantzs and Saphira | 
| and A'col.cs the Deacon, among them in the Primt- | 
| tive Church, till God detettcd them, went for true 
; beiceucrs : for this difterence of theſe two faiths 
 howlſoeuer ingererall we know it,as 1t 15 reucaled in 
the word ; yetin fpectall wee know it not, as 1tis in 
men, that wee can ſay, betorethe event declare ir, 
This man 1s 4 Temporavie ont), This 1s diſcernible on- | 
ly to him, that 18 greater then our hearts , and there- 
tore knoweth our hearts better then our | elves. 
| F 2 Ncver- 
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Neuertheleſſe the Temporarie, if he would deale vn- 
partially in the trying of his owne heart, by the 
rule of the word, hee ſhould ealily come to eſpic 
out the deceit thereof. 

And firſt as touching his faith, it is eutdent it 15 
not ſound : tor Chrit dare not trult it ; as wee ſee in 
them thar are ſaid in the Goſpel to beleeue in Chr:/t, 
and yet could not be beleeued by him. Many (faith 
lobn) beleeued in hu name when they ſaw hu myracles, 
but Ieſus did not commit him{elfe unto them, becauſe hee 
knew themall. Bur of the true belecuer Chriſt ſacs, 
that hee reiefts none that comes vntohim. Jud.zs 
was an arch-temporarie, and yet, that he neuer true- 
ly belecued, appeareth by Go ſame Ezangeliit thus 
commenting vpon thoſe words of Chriſt | But there 
are ſome of you that beleeue not | for Ieſus knew who they 
were that belceued not, and who ſhould betray him. Marke 
how the Euangeliſt rankes the zraytour among the 
non-beleeners; and how, being to giue a reaſon why 
Chriſt (aid all of them beleeued not , he faith Chr:/t 
knew who ſhould betray him. And moreplainly 
doth this appeare afterward in Chrits an{were to 
Peter, profeſhng in the name of the whole twelue, 
Wee beleene $&c. Haxe not 1choſen you twelue, and one of 
you x 4 Denill? As it he ſhould fay,no Peter,al of you 
doe not beleeue, though thou ſpeakelt generally of 
all. Oneof you is a Dewall. Let vs ſee then how this 
temporaric deceiueth himſelfe, in thinking hee hath 
that faith which hee wants. The deceittull argu- 
ment whereby he would conclude tiirhto himſelte 
is drawen, firſt from the partes of faith : ſecondly 
the ſignes. Theparts of faith are two, firit knowledge 


— 


of 


-  —_ 9 


ſ 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


of rhe word in generall with aſſent : ſecondly appli 
cation of the promiles in ſpeciall to ones (elte. Both 
thee the temporariethinkes hee hath, and therefore 
allo faich. Firſt for knowledge ie cannot be denied, 
but he may hauean excellent meaſure thereot ; in- 
ſomuch as hee may not onely apprehend all the 
points of Religion himſelte, and beable to talke of 
them, butalſo teach them vnto others;as wwdas did, 
and many others,whoſe plea ſhalbe ar the laſt day, 
Lord haue wee not taught in thy name ? And inthe pa- 
rable the lampes of the foolſp wirgins blaze as much 
as the wiſe ones. Yettvrall this, there are deceirs 
inthis knowledge whereby ir is difterenced ſrom 
the knowledge of true faith. 

Firlt, the knowledge of the Temporaree is not ſo 
wel groundedeither vpon the teftimenie of the Scrip- 
twres, Or vpon experienceas is the knowledge of the 
true belecuer. T'o which may that ſeeme toapper- 
eaine, which is ſaid inthe Goſpel, that they haue no 
roote, their knowledge is nota reotedand well ferled 
knowledge - for neither haue they that care which 
thetrue belecuers haue, to build themſelues on the 
ſure authorities ofthe Scriptures, neither yet at all 
doethey nouriſh their knowledge with a holy pra- 
Aiſle, thatſo they might hauca prattical,a feeling 
an experimentall knowledge ; wherein indeede the 
knowledge of faith excelleth the knowledge e- 
[ven of the Deuill himſelte: for though hee excell 
'vs, aSinall other knowledge, ſoalſo in dwine, yet 
he knowes not the chiefe points thereof, ſuch as are 


(f ith, r:pentance, lowe, the preſence of the | wr what 
the mea- | 


has! be, by his owne experience, as dot 
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neſt and poorelt Chriſtian. Herein the poorelt 1d1or, 
being a ſound Chriſtian, goeth beyond the pro- 
toundeſt Clerkes that are not ſandtihed, that hce 
hath his own heart in ſtead of a commentarieto help 
him vnderſtand euen the moſt needfull points of 
the Srripture. The knowledgetherefore ot the Terms 
porarie is but ſhallow to that of the true Chriſtian : 
whoſe priuiledge itis,not only to know thethings 
ha vttered, butalſo that intenrand mea- 
ning of God therein. The ſecret of the Lord, ſaith 
Dawid, i rewealed to them that feare him. Thus ſecret 
is hid from the wicked. 

Secondly, the knowledge of fairh is a through 
heating knowledge, which warmes a man at the ve- 
rie heart, working loue of the truth knowen : for 
trathand goodneſſe difter no more than the ſeale and 
the print. Truth,truly knowne,[tampes goodneſle 
inthe heart. Bur the tempotaries heart receives no 
(uch impreſſion, ſtill itremaines an euill & vnſound 
heart, anourcerie of many ſecret corruptions, in 
which no goodneſſe. Therefore his knowledge is 
only a flame that giues /izht by blazwng, but no 
ſound and durable heat by burning. 

Thirdly , the knowledge of faith is an humbling 
knowledge. Now mine eye hath ſeene thee, ſaith Job, 
therefore 1 abborre my ſelfe m duſt and aſhes. But the 


ledge, pufhing himvp in theconceirot himſelfe. 
Secondly, for application, which indeede the ve- 
ry pith and marrow of ſaving faith ; no doubt but 
the Temporary dottvin his own conceit apply Chreſt: 
for Chriſt bringeth him in chrearnine kendvre(ſe _ 
im 
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him & ſo chalenging entranceinto his kingdome, 
euen at the day ot wudgement , which theweth thar 
he might vorh lueand die1n this perſwation, that 
he was the memoer of Chriſt, and ſo in the apphi- 
cationot the promiles : But this conceit of hus 1s 
meere deceit : tor in truth he applies nought but 


———— 


an #41, a taniie,a ſhadow : for as the diſciples, when 
they ſaw Chriy on the Sea, were deceiued taking 
him for a walking ſpirit: ſo contrarily, theſe tempo- 
raric beleeuers, when they ſee & heare nothing in- 
decd but the diuel!, ( haply transforming himſelf into 
an Angell of iyht,yetthey thinke they ſee, & heare 
Chrijt himelte. I tus applicatio of Chriſt is like tothe 
aphication of bread & drink ina dreame. Doth the 
dreamer theretore eate bread or drinke beere,doth 
he truly apply theſe things to himfelfe, becauſe hee 
thinkes ſo ? No more dolt thou eate Chriſts fleſh or 
drinke Chriſts bloud, becauſe thy doting braine fo 
dreameth. Azax in his frenſte tooke ſimple ſheepe 
for his craftic enemies. And when hee had ſlayen 
the cattell, thought verily hee had ſlayen his ene- 
mies. His deceit was great to take ſheepe for men : 
thine greater to take a ſhadow for a ſubſtance, nay 
Sathen tor Chriſt : for that thou doſt not apprehend 
true Chri/t may appeare by this, that true faiths ap- 
779 lon of Chriſt is mutuall. It doth not ſo lay 
old on Chrjft, as wee take hold ofa tree, or ſome 
ſuch like ſenſeleſſe thing, bur as wee vſeto do in our 
lalutations, when wee imbrace one an other, tkerc 
15a mutuall hold on both fides. \V hence the at of 
the Patriarches faith in apprebending the promiſes, 
15 clegantly let out by the Apoſtle, by the meraphore 
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of ſaluting ; They ſalted, kifſed or 1braced the promi- 


| ſes. So that true faith, kiſſing Chr /f, is kitſed of 


| him, embracing Chrift is reumoraced ot him, and it 
| ſoapprehendes Chriſt that atthe ſame timethe be- 
| leeuer is apprehended of Chr:;/f,as Paul theweth in 
' his owneexample. Now thole whum Chr!ſt hath 
| once gript with his hand, predeſtinating them ro 
 eternall ſaluation, ſuch no power can euer wring 
| out of his hands. No mancan take my ſheepe out of my 
| handes. Whence that , He that beleeucth hath eternall 
| life, and ſhall newer come into condemnation. And a- 
| gaine , He that commet!) to mee 1 Caf! not away. For 1 
| Came downe not to doc mine owne will, but my}athers,and 
| chis is his will, that of all he hath gintn me 1 ſhou.d looſe 
nothing, but ſhou!4 raiſe tt op at the liſt day. It any lay, 
though Chri/t calt them notaway thar belecue, yet 
they may calt away tzemlelues ; I anſwer, neither 
| can that be : for in the 3g. verſe he ſaith, that hee 
| ſhall looſe nothing that is giuen him. But, if the 


 beleeuer might caſt away himſelfe, Chrij? thould | 


| then looſe ſomething given him. As theprodigall 
| child, though of himſelfe, heleft his father, yer 1s 
| called the ls? child. Chriftthen cannot fo looſe any 
| true belecuer, burtthar he (hall raiſe him vp at the 
laſt day to eternall life. But temporary beleeuers, 
as we fee in 1ud.vs, may fixally fall awaie trom Chriſt, 
and goto their owpe place; ergo they were no true 
belecuers, they apprehended onely an io! that 
could not hold them, and not Chriſt , whoſe hand 
isa ſnre hold-faſt, neuer letting go that which once 
it hath ſeized on. The true belecaer is rooted in fa'th, 
but of the temporary Chriſt ſaith, be hath no rooting, 
and 
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and therefore his faith is nought. 
Obiect. Why then is it ſaid Luk. 8.13, theſe men 
doe belecue, ifthey doenot? 
Anſw. i The Scripture in many things ſpeaketh 
according tothe probable and common 1wudgment 


great lightes, when indeed the leaſt of all. Thus 
the Divellcalled Samwel , becauſe in his likeneſle, 
| and io thought of Saul. And thus the ftancie of the 
temporary, is called faith , becauſe, hauing ſomere- 
ſemblance of true faith, it goes for true faith both 
with him that hath it, and with others. 2. They 
hue indeed true faith in therr kinde,namely a ioytu! 
aſlent to the truth ofthe Goſpel: but nor the 2u/tsfy- 
mnz faith ofche ele& which they thinke they have. 
But you will ſay, (hew vs then the decerrs of this 
faith, Jo both the true beleeuer may be deliucred 
trom falſe feare, and the temporary from fau/e toy. 
IJanſwere. 1. The true belecuer belecues with 
much conflicting,as in him in the Goſpe/!thar cried, 
Lord Ibeleeue, belpe my unbeleefe. The combate was 
not ſo great betwixt Michael, and Sathan concer- 
ning Moſes dead body, as it is bet wixt Sathan, and e- 
| uery true belecuer, concerning —_— ling body. 
| When faith goes about to lay hold of it, the Diuel! 
; ſtriketh at her handes, and would plucke them a- 
; waiefrom it, Hence faith is faine to tugge, and 
wreſtle, cuen till it {weate agnine. And thereforc 
| Paulcals it the 4rfficult worke of faith ; becauſe the 
beleeuer hatch ſuch adoe to beleeue; notonly in re- 
gard ofthe oppoſition made by rhe fleſh ( full of 
infidelity) which as 1n all good things, fo ſpecially 
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in beleeuing, we muſt beate downe with Paul; but 
alſo ia regard ofthe violent aſlaulrs of Sathan, im- 
pleading our faith, as naught, and ſo often purring 
vs to Our ſhiftes, making vsto ſearch, and trie our 
faith,to pray earneſtly tor our faiths confirmation, 
and fo with much feare and tremblin2 to worke out onr 
owne ſaluation. It is nothing lo with the temporary 
belecuer in his faith. He hindes it very calle to be- 
leeue. Sathantroubles not him. for then he ſhould 
be diuided againſt himſelte , who begat that pre- 


firmes him in this his deceit. And therefore our 
Temporary doth not ſo ſuſpeX himſelſe, doth not 
ſo trie and examine himſelfe, doth not ſo worke 
out the worke of his faith with thoſe ſtronge cries 
of feruent praier, with that feare, and ielouite, and 
with thoſe bitter bickerings with inhdelitie, that 


2 Faithes application of Chriſt to the belecuer 
is with application ofthe beleeuer to Chriſt. For 
faith hath as it were 2. hands, Onerecciuing Chr!/t 
from God : the other giuing the belecuer to God. 
And both theſe wal a itexerciſeth at once. At 
the ſame time the belecuer applies Chri/t to his 
owne heart, he applies his heart ro Chriſt, and 
cleaues to him with tull purpoſe of ſoule. This was 
notablic ſhadowed out vnder the ceremoniall law, 
in the coniuntion of the ſinne-offring which nored 
Chriſt, and the burnt-offring which, as Paw/ hath in- 
terprered it, more ſpecially ſignified the ſacrificing 
of the flelh, the crucifying of old Adam. True au] 


ofers both theſe at once. But the temporaries faith 
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is lame on that hand , which ſhould offer the burr? 
offering he onely takes Chriſt, hee giuesnot himſelte 
roChriſt : hee offers the ſinne rFering without the 
burnt offering. And therefore applying Chr:/t to 
himſelfe,and not himſelfe to Chriſt, hee miſapplieth. 
Indeed h: e may make ſome ſhewof giuing himſclte 
to Chrift,bur in trueth hee reſerues himfſelte ro him- 
ſelfe, hee nouriſhes ſome ſpeciall finne or other in 
himſelfe,and ſo giues himſelfe to Sathan, to (in,not 
to Chriſt, As Herod gaue himſclfenorto Chri#f, bir 
to Herodias, to his luſts & udas gaue himſcitenor to 
Chriſt,butto the bagge, andto the baggage ot his 
couctouſness 
3- Achird property of true faiths apprebenfion is 
ſer out in Abrabems example, who is ſaide #9 hope 
4eainſt hope: when the belecucr is in heauy agonies, 
and fecleth a very be/n his conſcience, yer then can 
he apprchend henen,& with ones in the whales bel- 
ly cal vpon Godin faith : for faith « the ſubſiſtence cf 
things that are not, much more the of things,which 
indeed are,though not in appearance : If it can giue 
ſubſiſtence to things that are not ſubtiſtent, much 
more then apparance, and uifibilicy,cothingsthat 
arc not viſible & apparant : ſothatfaith can ſee one 
contrary im another,in the yery depth of hell, hea 
uen, m the vory extremity of miſery, happmele, in 
the very midJeſt of anger, mercy : and the Woman 
of Canaan, Aat.15. can picke comfort out of rhe re- 
proachfull name ofdogge : and whennothing bur 
 warto be ſeene in Gods face: yetthencan ir pierce 
through all thethicke clouds, and behold the ſiveer 
lanſhine of Godsfauor ant gracein Chriſt:chrough 
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the bent browes of the irefull indge canit ſee the 
earning andrelenting bowels of the compaſhonate 
Father : the eye of true faith can looke vpon God 
not onely ſmiling , and inuiting vs to himſelte by a 
ſweet and gratiows, but alſo lowring,and driuing vs a- 
way with a darke and cloudy countenance: but then 
is our #emporaries faith cleane daſhed our of coun- 
tenance. willthe hypocrite pray alwaies? ſaith Job, and 
ſo, will he belecue alway? No, a little wind blowes 
downe the ſpiders webbe of his hope: VV hen Gods 
hands are full of gifts ro beſtow,then his faith is rea- 
dy to lay hold on ther. Hee is like ro children that 
come running to their Father when there is anapple 
m his handtotolle them, but nor when the rod is in 
his hand to corre@ them : or rather like to dogges, 
which ifthey ſee a cruſt inyour hand,come fawning 
and glaucring ; but it they fee a cudgell , and that 
you come toward them to ſtrike, eithcrthey fearful- 
yu_ away,or deſperately fiye in your " 9 Bur 
etrue belecuer goes further, and when there is a 
naked drawne ſword in Gods hands, yet heedares 
venter and preſſe towards God: though the Lorde 
«ſer never ſo ſterne a countenance againſt him, hee 
will not bee outfaced , but in a holy kinde of impu- 
dency hee will outlooke him, and ſay, Lord though 
thou looke vpon mee as though thou wouldeſt (lay 
me,yet ſtill willllooke vnto thee for helpe, 1thongh 
thou kill me, yet will truſt in thee : But in ſuch a caſc 
the temporarics former iolly confidence vaniſhcth » 
heere is the triall of faith. 
Thus the temporary deceiues himſclfec in the parts 
| of Faith. The ines of faith arc thoſe feeliwes , _ 
C- 
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2: Andthe 


delights &ioyes which are felt in hearing the word, | |... 1. 
inpraier, in meditation of the promiſcs:tor as infe2- | and frelmes, 
| ding vpon ſweet and pleaſant meare there is a naty- | © 09te? vy 
| rall,ſo allo in taiths feeding vpon the promiles there 

is a/þiritual/gladneſſe: and in this fpirituall food allo 

that coniunctionof filing the heart with food ex glad- | As 14 
neſſe istrue, Therefore Peter ioynes both thele to- | ''t? 
gether, i: belreue and reioyce : now theſe comforts. 

and ioyes the temporary in ſome fort feeles. Chriſt | 

ſaies, rhey reccine the word with ivy. Paul (aies, they | lot 13; 

taft of thegood worde of God , and of the pow: rs of the | 466-k 

| life tocome. The lewes are faide ro retoyce inthe | © | 
light of lohns miniſtery. Herodis ſaide to heare John | 
willingly or cheerefully : and hence hee concludes | 
faith to himſelfe; bur the truth is,there is exceeding 
much deceitinthis ioy,and feeling : it isnot ſolide, 
but onely ſuperficiary,only a taſt as the Jpoſt/e ter- 
meth it,no cating to any purpole , a /zpping,no /o:- 
| king,no through digefting, a floting aloft inthe river 
of Chriits bloud, no diumme downe to the bottome , 
| and as it were buryin? asthe Apoſtle ſpeaketh : And 
| this may appeare by 4. prop-rties of the ioy of true | rom,s, 
| faith which donotart al agree tothe rem ovaries joy. 
| 1. Property1s /incerity, whereby the belecuerre- | 

| toyceth in the word,becauſe of the worde it ſelfe,& | '>Vniovnencs, 
| the goodnes,& holinestherof, but thedelight which | 
| the temporary belecuer taketh in the word, israther | 
for the nouelty of the dofrinedeliuered,or for ſome 
afkeRtio they carry tothe Preacher, for ſome comon 
& outward gifts, either of life, or learning, or for his 
clocution,a@ion, words, phraſes in delivery, or any 
ſuch likereſpe& : This was Saint Auguſtmes delight 
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' which before his conuerſion hee tooke in Saint Am: 
| bro{{x ſermons, more for the eloquence of the words 
then the ſubſtance ofthe martrer: and this allo was 
the delight which Ezrchrels audirours tooke in [15 
' preaching. He was vnto them as the plealant voice 
' of a muſition, and they commended him much, bur 
vet their hearts ran aſter their con:tonſueſſe,as did He- 
rods aftechisinceſt, for all hee delighted ſo much in 
' lohnsminiſtery. If hisi toy inthe word had beene {in- 
cere,he would haue reioyced as well inthe doctrine 
of the lenenth commandement,as in any other: but 
this galled him. Thus is it withour temporary , hee 
can delight mthe worde, aslong as ittroubles him 


!notin his beloued finnes: butletit once touch him 


| there, he ſpurns preſently, and flings away. There- 
force he delighreth not in the word ſincerely be- 


cauſe it isthe word of God, for then one part therof 
| would be as welcome to him,as another. Now the 


true belceuer cuen when the word crofleth his 
corruption can yet then ſay with Paul, 1delight in 
the Law , concermne the inncr man. 

2. Truc toy isafullioy , as our Sauronr (peaketh 
ro his Diſciples, T hat your i toy may bee full. Thetruc 
| beieeuer ſorcioyceth in things ſpirituall, thar hee 
| wholly deſpiſerh thetoy ot things temporall, & in 
them reioycerh /trghily and owerly,as though he r eey- 
ced not. His ioy is a ſhouting ioy,ſuch as ts the 7oy of 
harneſt. T hou haſt gtucn me more toy lauth David, ther 


' when their corne and ole abounded. But the 10Yy 


—=— — _ 
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which our Temporary tindeth inthings ſpirituall 1s | 
nothing comparableto that in temporall. Judas ioy | 


inthe bagee wasaboucthat he tooke in Chriſt, and | 
his | 
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his Doctrine. Her9d tooke greater deizght and con- 
tentment in Herodras then In /ahn, and inthe pro- 
' phane damſc!s dancing, then inthe ho!y Prophets 


| preaching.For among rthole many powertull Ser- 


mons which he heard him preach, when was heee- | 
uer ſo affected, as to ſav, /obn aske what thewwilt, 
it ſhall be einen thereuen to halfe of the kingdome? || | 
the ſpirituall ioy ofthe Temporary were full, what | 
nced he then to fit vp withthus carnalland lintull | 
ioy? Hee that is full lth Salomon loatheth the hon; - 
combe. So hee thar is full of this [weet (piritual 10y, | 
loatheth the ſweeteſt and moſt delicious hony- 
com bes of the fleth,or the world. But the Tem ora- 
ries reeth waterafter them. Hee is like thoſe toule 
that as they flycalott, ſo alſo they ſwimme in the 
waters: which as they were vnclcane vnder the law, 
ſo alſo 1s hee,tor that ſeeming to mount vp in ſpirt- 
tuall ioyes, he yer withall ſwimmeth, yea batherh | 
himſelte in the waters of carnal delights. Hence it is | 
that the ioy of the temporary is but an obſcure & | 
muddy ioy:tor carnall toyes mixed with fpirituall 
areas 4 4impe to putouttheirlight, and as mud to 
| trouble,and diltempertheir cleere rivers; whereas | 
the ioy of the true beleever, beeing free from ſuch | 
, diſtemperature is farre morecleere,and lightſome. 
' 3. Truetoy,is aflrongioy, according to that 1n 
| Nehemiah,T he toy of the Lord u your ſtren:th. And 
this frengrh it (heweth (pecially in three caſes. 
| 1. Inourpaſs.ueobedience, in induring afflicti- | 
| ons. S, Paul giueth this reaſon, why the faithfull | 
are {v0 vnconquerable in their afflictions, ſtill by | 
meane of their patience poſſe{ling their ſoules , b-- ! 
caxſe 
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cauſe the loke of God tu ſpred «bread into our harts by the 
holy ghaſt. Lo the power of true,and liuely teelings 
of Gods ſweetneſle in Chriff: it.can make vs hold vp 
the head in the greateſt deietions : Except thy Law 
had beene my delight (aith the Prophet, 7/hould now 
he periſhed in mine affiict ions: beeing ouercome by 
theextremity of my tribulation, I ſhould haue 
done that which in eftett Sauls perſecutions bad 
medo,namely renounce the true God,and goe, ana 
ſerue other Gaas, Where then there is a (ound de- 
light in the word,it keepes a man from ſuch kind of 
periſhing tor as the Apoſtle excellently faies; The 
peace if God guardeth our hearts in Chriſt Teſus , that 
though our troubles, and crefles would plucke vs | 
trom Chriſt, yer where thereis true peace, true ioy 
intheholy Ghoſt, it is ſo ſiyeere, and comfortable, | 
that it holds vs faſt to Chrift, & for al our troubles, | 
niakes vs to ſay with Peter, It & goodbeing heere, we 
know not where ro mend our ſelues: but the tempo- 
rary beleezer is not alwaies thus kepttrom periſhing 
inafflition : for our /au#vur of one kinde ofthem 
faith, that /h-7 perſecution for-the worde commeth, 
then he us offended , and inthe time of tentation depar- 
teth away.Now true ioy,as we law, isas a fountaine | 
of water to refreſh and releeue vs inthe greateſt 
drought,andin the molt ſcorching heat ofperſecu- 
tion : bur the e-wyporeries ioy is asa ſtanding poole, 
which isdried vp in the heare of the ſummer, in 
perſecution hee torinks, and therefore his ioy is not 

the ioy of true faith, 
2. The toy of the Lord s our ſtrenvth in ovr ative 
obedience , which 1s daily to bee performed in the 
whole 


—— — — 
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| couery of the decei: of his heart in this kinde:he fee- | 
 leth often many comforts,and is {ometimes,in prai- | 
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whole courſe of our liues. When thou haff tnlarged my | 1 9444. 


| cleeved 


heart{ſaith Danid ) I ſhall runne the waies of eby com- | 
mandements. Nowit isſpirituall ioy that inlargeth 

a Chriſtians heart, euen as griete contracts it. An | 
when the Chriſtians heart is thus inlarged,hee hath | 
ſuch freſh life,and ſpirit put into him, that it makes | 

him runne, cuen wichthe feere of the hind , wittly, 

inthe Chriſtianrace, lt is as oyle, wherewith the | 
body being luppled is the more agile, and nimbie 

for ation: as1n /acob,after that hee had beene og 
ked in this oyle,and bathed in this bath of heaucnly 
comforts in Bethel,as it were a generous, and manly 
horſe refreſhed with a baite in his itourney, the text 
ſaies then he lift vp hu ferte, that is went cheerfully, 
and with good hart and courage, forward in his tra- 
uell: But our temporary after his beſt refreſhing with 
the ſpiriruall delicates,riſerh vp with thoſe Iraclites 
roplay,he is as weake and imporent as before , ci- 
ther for reſiſting rempration, or performing any 
good duty. So farreishefrom bf i ing vp his feet with | 
lakob,torunne the wates of Gods commandements with 
Dawid. The travailer that by the way drinks a good 


draught of wine is refreſhed, and thereby inabled | 


for his trauell : but ifhee onely ſippe of it with his 
mourth,ſtillhe will remaine faint,and weary, vnable | 
tohold on intrauell. Soisir with thetemporary De- 
leeuer,that onely ſippes of this ſpiricuall wine, hee | 
cannot poſſibly hauc Nana; ſtrength wremne the 
waies of Gods commandements. Heere then is the dil- | 


er,hearing,recciuing the Sacramens, and iuch _ 
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| the fruit of a well orderedheart and life follows nor. 
And therefore in trueth hee cannot haue any ſound | 


| faccfrom our cie, or wee are departing from him, | 
; w 
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exerciſes cuen rauiſhed againe; bur yet for all this, 


cofort inthem, as any euidences of juſtifying faith. 
tor excellently hath Z:chary coupled thete two 


neſſe, and in the ſo1dow of death ( which | interpret as 
| well of the light of io» and comfurt in the «ffettrons, 
as of know'edgein the vnderſianting )and to guide 049 
| feet into the wates of peace. So that if once beeing re- 
freſhed with the warmth of this light, of this fire ,we 
riſenot vp to walke in the waies nes ee {ir ſtill 
inthe chaire of {loth, holding the hand inthe bo- 
ſome:it is an argument it wasno true light, bur one- 
lie a ſudden and deceitfull laſhing that ſhone vnto 
VS. 

3 Theioyof the Lord ſheweth it ſtrength in re- 
conering vs after our fals, temptations, deiections, As 
we may (ce in Dazrd, In temptation & diſtreſle fee- 
ling the abſcnce of the ſpirit, andGods eſtranging of 
' himſelte from him , hee praies, Lord lift thou 2p the 
' baht ef thy countenanc”, ſtriuing torecouer his loſle. 
| But how,and by whar argument? by the experience 


| things together, To grue /1ght to them that ſit in dark- | 
| 
| 


of the iov which formerly hee had tclt inthe appre- | 


| henſion of Gods fauour; Thos haſt Cluen me mrelty 
then they h:ne had in aboundarce of cornea14 ozle. Lo 


paſt,ſer his reeth on edve after 1t againe: a notable 


to God,who is the matter of our ioy,euen then, whe 
citherhe is departing from vs, by withdrawing his 


| 


by: 


_ 


' the toy that Pa+zd had felt in Gods fauour in _ 


| [ 
| [ 
' 
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| 
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property oftrue ſpirituall iov; It makes vs cleauefaſt 
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by withdrawing our necks from his yoake : we haue | 
an example inthe Apoſtazica# Church of the lſrac- | 
lites, conceiuing a _ of returning againe to 
the Lord,tor that it was 
ſince herreuolt. And fo the prodrzall ſonne,when he | 
was pinched with famine, calling to minde the for- | 
| mer goodfare at his Fathers houle, reſolueth there- | 
upon to returne home againe. hence it was that 
Chriſt going about torecouer the Church of Ephe-| 
ſus ſomething fallen,hee puts her in mind of her for- | 
mer eſtate, and the happy priuiledges cherof which 
now (hee wanted; Remember from whence thou art | 
fallen, andrepent,coc. that is,conſider what kinde of 
eſtare thon waſt in, in the time of thy firſt loue, how | 
full of peace , ioy in the holy Ghoſt, berry of ſpirit, 
&c. andrhen, repentance and doing rhe bel woikes 
will follow: for he that hath once ta(ted ofthe ſweet 
of his ioy,is ſo afteed therewith, that with Pev[he 
would rather dye, then looſe it. And therefore, fee- 
ling itto be ſomthing eclipled by his fals, he canne- 
uer be at reſt,til, by renewing of his repentance,hee 
be againe repoſſeſſed of ir. Burnow itis farre other- 
wiſe withthe baſe counterteit joy of the remporarie 
beleeuer : the true belecuers toy ariſcth from a 
through apprehenſion o: Gods mercy by faith,from 
athrough feeling ofthe warmth of the Evangelical/ | 
wixe, cheering him cuen at the very heart, and ther- 
fore this ioy «nv the ro and. ſoucraignty 
n his ſoule,for the ioy in outward things was but as | 
a ſhadow,and in them as before was (aid, hee rrioy- * 
ced, 45 though he retayced mot. Hence then it com- 
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thing obſcured his ioy, notwithſtanding al outward 
comtorts in great variety,& abundance preſent the- 
lelues,& their ſeruice,yetthcy arc 1n his accoric, bur 
' miſerable comforters:no for all them he droupes,8& 
hangs downe the head, and hangs vp his harps,reme- 
bring the comforts of $109, &thole tweet ſongs of the | 


Pii'm.rz 


| he begins to think with himſelte : O in what happy 
| caſe was I, whEIwalked faithfully,8 vprightly with 
; my God!O the {weer ſongs of the night,& heauenly 
| inſpirations of the almighty! O the gracious viſitati- 
; ons of the ſpirit, &teachingsof the reins in the night 
ſealo!How was Ithen fed with the bread of Angels, 
| & fealted withthe daintieſt of thoſe heauenly deli- 
cates? hy then do Idepriue my ſelfe of altheſe c0- 
| forts by mine owne nega ? Why rerturne Inot 
| againe to my good God,to enioy his heretofore ra- 
 ſted (weetnes? But now the #eporariesioy ariſethonly 

trom a very {light & ſuperficiall apprehenſion of the 

promiſcs,only tro a fippingofthis wine inthe mouth 
 &notfr6 any operation therofat the hart: And ther- 

fore his1oy,as wee ſhewed was greater in outward 
things the in ſpiritual:&hence it comesto paſſe that 

when for theretaining of theſe temporall comforts 
hee beginstofall, his (pirituall ioy, by this meanes 
once interrupted, quite dieth: for it wasnot of that 
| force, toleaue ſodeepe animpreſſionin his heart 
| as that afterward he ſhould be affeted with the re- 
membrance thereof in ſopowerfull a manner, as 
| cherebyroberaiſed vp againe, toſceke the Lorde a+ 

traſh by arenucd a& of faith, and repentance. But 

the ioy and comfort of the true belecuer had ſuch a 


| quick- | 
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quickning andreuining vertue init,that hee cannot | 

butremember it,cuen in his more grieuous fals,and | 

with the Propher, in the remembrancethereof, (ay, 

| ' I wil nener fore:t thy precepts : for by them thou bait | \.\.r1g 91) 
wickned me. | 

[lV. Theioy of true faith is amore orderly, and | , ,,_. 


| ſually by certaine ſteppes anddegrees, inthis man- | 
ner. Firſt the belecuerſees his owne (intoll wrerch- | 
edneſle, clcerely repreſented to his cies inthe glaſle | 
| ofthe Law, and thereupon, agaſt with fo tcaretull a 
fighr,he is in great diſtreſſe, feeling how bitrer, and 
burdenſome his (innes are: for which beingthrough- 
ly pricked and perplexed in conſcience, and know- 
ing there is no remedy but faith in Chriſt, he begin- | 
neth ro hunger for Chriſts rightcouſneſle , and for 
faith ro apprehend ir, yawning in his defires, euecn | 
| like thedry and thirſty ground . This faith when at | 
' length hee hath got by many ſtrong and loud cries | 
{ſent vp tothe throne of Grace, he feelerh his minde | 
calmed, and beginneth to reioyce in the ſaluation 
; ofthe Lord. An example ofioy thus wrought wee | 
; have inthoſe converts of Peter, who were firſt prick- | \ Ju 
cd, and wounded in ſpirit, crying out tothe Apo-. 46. 
| {tles for ſome reliefe, and then afterward , hearing | 
| the promiſes and receiuing the ſacraments, they | 
| | were repleniſhed with the toy of the holy Ghoſt 
; Burthe rexyporarres joy comes not on ſo ſlowly , buty 
it ſprouteth forth, like /onas gourde, ſuddenly in one 
night. And therefore in the parable it is ſaid,that the 
| ſeedinthe ſtony ground incontinently ſprung forth. 
| And in the expoſition of the parable Chriſt ſaies 
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leyſurely ioy, it comesnor all on the ſudden , bur v- | ule kaitinwle, | 
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that :mmediately vpon the firſt hearing, without 
touch of wor + aky14 without any through nn 
tion going before, they receive rhe word with roy. Bur 
the good ground bringsforth , as other of hir fruits, | 
ſo this of 10y with patience, as Luke hath it: or as the 
Greeke word may beare, in expet#ationor tariavce, | 
namely for thefirſeaſon. Ir is ſpoken, I rake it,in 
oppoſition to the flony ground , which was ſaidro. 
bring forth preſencly vpon the receipt of the ſeed 
But the good ground doth rather reſtraine, or keepe 
in it ſelfe, it doth not ſoſuddenly put forth it ſelfe, as | 
the ſtonic ground, but reraines the ſeede within, till { 
the iuſt time of bringing forth be come. Where- 
fore this ouer violent haftineſle, thatis in our 7 em 
poraries ioy,and (o alſo other of his graces, _ vs 
iuſt cauſe roſuſpe&t chem as deceittull, andtofcare 
in them the truth of the common prouerbe , Soone 
ripe, ſoowe rotten. As in travailers, hethat at the firſt 
| is ſo free and frolike, and ſpurresit, and gallops ir 
ſo luſtily , hee ouertakes indeede many in the way, 
and leaues them behind , but artlength his horſe is 
tyred, and then he is ouertakento his ſhame, ofthe 
more ſober and moderate rider, whom erewhile he 
paſſed by,as an oucr{low copanion:ſoin this ſpiritu- 
al iourney our Sawrour noteth it,that many of the firſ? 
that ourſtript their fellows,ſpad be laſt , when the laſt 


| hall befirſt. How farre was [udes at firſt, before Ns- 

codemus? Nicodemus came clolely, and by ſtealth to 
Chriſt, and was onely a night profeſſor: 1udas fol- | 
lowed him openly in theday;inthe ſight of all men: | 
when Nicodemas was but a/fow ſcholler,ſcarſe capa- | 


| ble of the firſt clements of Chriſtianity, as namely 


| 
' 


of: 
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of che dotrine of Regeneration, Indic was a forward 
and zealous Preacher. Ard yet at laſt , Nicod mw, 
| | that was sf, became firft., and Indas that was frff, 
| | became laft ; when adwvdid trecherouſly betray) 
| Chriſtin thenight,he did faithfully profefſe him in 
the day, and when /1#ds his grear faith was turned | 
| | into helliſh deſpaire, that hee went and hung him-| 
| | ſelfe , thendid Nicademws his little faith , become 
ſtrong and bold,chathe durſt openly begge,and ho- 
nourably bury the body of /;ſ#s. Hee thatrunnes 0- 
uer cagerly at the firſt beginning of his race, quick- 
| ly runnes himſelfc outot.breath , and cannotpoſſh- 
bly hold our. Vntimely fruits , children that come 
before their time,are vnſhapen,and vnformed chil- 
dren, anddoe not live. So are rhele temporaries, 
whole graces come out of the wombe, betore they 
hauetheir juſt conception , miſhapen , and defor- 
med Chriſtians, and ſuch kind of graces quickly va- 
nith : Ic fareth with them, as with children, that are 
roo timely witty & wiſe abouc their age; of whom 
wee ſay, and experience ſhewes as much, they are 
not long lived: when weſee a Chriſtian, at the ve 
firſt daſh breake foorth into zeale,abouec the age of 
his Chriſtianity,itis bur anill Ggne, apreſage of no 
durable foundneſſe, The flattering of the Sunne 
raics ofren drawes forththe bloſlomes very carly : 
| but afterward come cold nippes, and then alis mar- 
red,and it had bin better they had not beene fo for- 
ward: Itis good then for Chriſtians, thatwo.ld nor 
deceiue themlclues, to take heede of the ſtony 
grounds ouerforwardnes:in their firſt beginnings to 
be wilcly moderate : when they are but children in 
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| Chrijt co ſpeake, and doe as children, and as Danid 


| ycarces,and not,before thus throughly ripened , ro 
| ſhewthemlclues. Then may they haue ioy as of 0- | 
ther of their gifts, ſo of thele 1oyes and feelings 
' which now we ſpeake of. Bur the 2emporartes retoy- 
 Cing is not good, Though God giue him ſome taſts 
and feclings, yet they are nor as any carneſt of a 
greater payment to follow, ſo as they are tothe c- 
leR,cucn the firſt fruits, promiling an ample harueſt, 
, but onely a ſay of pretious wares, whichoftentimes 
isgiuento chapmen thatneuer buy, and purchaſe 
the whole: for this ioy wanteth both /ancerity, being | 
defiled:/ulre,/e,being (light and deteRtiue: ftrenerh, 


The decertfulneſſe of mans beart. = | 


ſpeaketh in another caſc,not ro vndertake,or venter 
on things too high forthem,, rather toimitate Fy- 
thegoras ſcholers,, of whom the beſt. and moft to- 
wardly were to hold their peace for the two firſt 


being faint,and feeble : moderation, being vnſeaſona - 
ble,torward and haſty: And therfore,though a kind 


| 


of ſpirituall ioy , yer forthis deceit, deferueth 
the ſame checke wherewith S1/9-mon 
rebukerh the carnall, Thou art 
mad, what is it that 
thou deft, 


| 
| 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


_———__ 


Cu a Pp, VI. 


and deſires. 


He deceits that are in the temporaries fa:th 
| thus opened, wee come in the nextplace to 
| ſpeake of his deceits in the matrer of repentance. 


| Where it cannot be denied, butthat he may go ve- | 


| ry farre inthe probable reſemblance ot repentance; 
| infomuch as he himſelfe,as wel as others, may think 
| hee hach in truth repented: To examine this more 
particularly, inthe particulars of repentance , and 
| fir{t inchar which is inward, and then in that which 
is outward therein ; 

1. For the 1nward prad7iſe of repentance, there 
are two ſpeciall things wherein hee deceiuves him- 
| {elite , Sorrow , Deſire. The former reſpecting time 
| paſt: chelatter time preſent and to come. 

' 1, Forhis/orrow,he is wondrous wide": hee fee- 
; lech,no doubr, ofrentimes ſome remorſe, the prickes 
| and {tingsot an acculing conſcience, as it were the 
arrowes of the almightyſticking in his ribbes : and 
hcreupon concludes hee hath his parc in godly for- 
row. Bur excceding falſcly, and deceitfully : I or 
who fecle greater gripes, and pangs of vpbrai- 
; ding, and. vexing conſciences then doe the Di- 
; uels themſelues, and the molt deſperare repro- 


[hould haue godly -{orrow. Indeed theſe compun- 
| (trons of hear, rheſe horrors, and terrors in thee- 
lect 
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bates ? ſo that if this reaſon were good, they allo | 


| Of the dcceits of the temporary beleeuers ſorrowes, 
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{cd with the burthen of ſinnes guilt, and bids them} 
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Ir ren 


leX area notablepreparative to godly ſorrow ; and! 
| they are as the prickes of the needle making way 
| for thethred: as we may ſec in the example ot that 
troupe of Saint Peters conuerts : neuertheleſle they | 
areto be diſtinguiſhed trom repentance it lelte, as' 
being common to the reprobate, with the ele&.] 
Therefore asthe licke patient ſhould deciue him- 
ſelfe inthinking he had taken a ſufficient purge, be- | 
cauſe he hath taken a preparative z or as hee thou'd 
deceiue himfelte, that ſhould thinke heewere ente- 
red tarreenough into the houle, that ſtandes only 
inthe enrry, in the porch: ſo doth here our tempora- 
riedelude his ſoule, miſtaking ſome preparatory,and 
Cd oduttorie workes vnto repentance for repen- | 

tance itſelte, For notwithſtanding thoſe peaitenti- 
aries in the Ates were milerablie wracked,and tor- | 
mented in conlcitence, & telt the twoedped (word 
of the ſpirit piercing through their ſoules, yet when 
they demaunded of Peter what they thould doe, 
namely to beeaſed of their preſent diftreſſe, recei- 
thisanlwer, Repest ; belike then they had not re- 
pented as yet, for all the (mart of their rubbing, 
and galling conſciences. Nay marke how Peter pre- 
ſcribes repen'ance as the only ſoueraigneremedie to 
relceue them in that the r agonie. Loe then yer a 
touler and grofler deceit,ro take the diſcaſe for the 
remedie,to think that becaule they haue the wound 
cureable only by the balme of Gilead, therefore they 
haue the balme it ſelte. Soalſo our Sawzour calleth 
ſuch asarein this caſe, men heavie laden and weari-| 


come vnto him. Aman therefore may be burthe- 
| ned 
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ned. with the ſenſe of lin,and yet (as yet) notcome 
to Chrift, Yea there is as great ditterence betwixt 
| being thus heauie loaden & comming to Chr:/?, as 


cleare this, when he faith that he came zocall /inmers 
(vnderſtand it of linners laden with the burthen 


Repentance. Therefore to feele ones (elte a linner,& 
to be touched with the (enſe of our milery, is not 
alwaies Repentance. And inthe place forealleaged 
Math. 11. 28. hee bids ſuch as are laden with linne, 
that is, ſuch as feele the ſmart of (ins guilt prefing 
the conſcience, euen theſe he bidsto learne humi- 
litie : which ſhewes that a man may be affected 
with ſomelenſe of iinne,and yet not truly humbled 
in godly ſorrow. Bur that his deceit, in thinking 
he hath godly ſforrow,may the better appeare, let 
vs briefly examine it by the propertres of godly ſor- 
| 


row 


the puniſhment, and maketh the repenting linner to 
be of this minde, that hee care not what outward 
puniſhment he indured, ſo that he might feele the 
' guilt of his ſinne waſhed outofhis conſcience, and 
| behold the louing countenance of God in Chriſt. 
The voice of god:y ſorrow 1s that of Dawid, Take 4- 
| way the treſpatſe of thy ſeruant. It is the rreſaſſe he 
would haue taken away : foras for the punſhwent, 
how hee (tood affeRed, let his owne words after- 


ward 


4 


betwixt having a burthen on ones backe & the ha- | 
uing of it taken oft: for thertore doth Cirif cal ſuch | 
to come vnto him,that by this meanes they might | 
be caled. And yet more plainely doth our Sauiour | 


of their lins, ſeeing and bewailing their miſerie) 7 | 


Firſt, Godly ſorrow relpetts the firme morethan | 
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ward witneſſe, when he ſpeakes thus to Go4,let thrne 
hand be </pon mee and my fathers houſe. But it 1s only 
'the puniſhment either telr, or teared that cauſerh 
| that howling and crying . which ſometimes isin 
the wicked srmporarie, a5 in Eſau, Ahab, Iudas orc. 
The voice« f this baſe ſorrow is that of Pharaoh, 
| take away this plague,namely ot the outward ſcourye, 
| not,trke away this hard heart, a greater plague then a- 
ny, yea then all the ten plagues. Marke the diffe- 
rence betwixt Pharoh and Dauid,the ſlaves griete, 
which is for the whip, and the ſonnes, which is for 
oftending his kind and Joving father. The one1s 
the gricte of /oue, the other of feare and hatred. 
Secondly, Godly ſorrow is laſizmg and durable. My 
ſinne, (aith Dauid, is ever before me. Their humiliati- 
on is a continuall a&, renewed daily ; infomuch 
that, itthey ſometime through weakeneſle omit it, 
they recompenleit with an extraordinary meaſure 
thereofafterward. The Prophet ellewhere complai- 
neth that his reares weare as his ordinarie food, which 
'1t men omit oneday, they catethe more for it the 
; next. Bntthe ſorrow of theſe /emporaries is aguerſh, 
'and comes only by fittes and (tartes. Yet hcerein 
not agneiſh, that agucs are conſtant in their httes, 


{and ſome of them hold long: theſe ſorrowes are ve- | 


ry vncertain and momentame. They may be ſome- 
times,as a graue divine ſpeaketh,ſermon-jick, but no 
otherwiſe, then men are ſea-fick, who are preſently 


— 


| wellagaine, whenthey come to ſhoare. Hecre then | 


| 1s the deceit of the temporarie, that thinkes he hath 
! forrowed enough, if that at any time he feele any 


panges of theſe paſhons, any qualmes of griete , any 
ſmall 


——_ 


| 
| 


| 


OO TU AS me. - 


TT CE LEES 


———Y 


">: ,-» "oo deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. _ 


ſmal workings of forrow to diſquiet him buralitle. | 
A like, asif one, fceling the fleſh to ſmart, after the | 
playfter newly applied to the ſoare, ſhould preſent- | 


ly take oft the playfter, and thinke it had wrought | 


enough ; whereas the playſter mult ly on ſtill, rill it | 
haue cate out the corruption wholy, And ſo mult | 
this corroliue of godlie ſorrow, applied once to the | 


they be throughly healed,that is to our dying day; 
Jes 6: all tcares, cuen the teares of godly ſorrow 
it ſelfe, ſball be wiped away, but not before. 

Thirdly, _—_ y ſorrow, yea the very firſt ſeedes, 
and preparations thereot, thoſe terrours, and hor- 
rours, thatarein the conſciences of rhe elett, they 
ftill driue them to God,and ht them tor the hand of 
God, to be wroughtand framed thereby. As wee 
may ſce in them whom Peters Sermon pricked. 
| Their wound madethem ſeeke tor phylicke, and 
| draue them to the Phyſitipn, tothe men and mini- 


| ſters of God. Now [das alſo had his terrours ot | 


| conſcience. Soalſo had Sax! his. But whether did 
| they drivethem ? The former not to Chrilt, but to 
| theenemies of Chriſt , the high Prieſts, and the Di- 
| nell, co whom he went,when he went to the halter. 
| The Jarter alſo, notto praier, not to God, not to 
the men of God, but to mulick, to the harpe, and 

at the lait to the witch of Ender, to the Diucll. So 

they draue C4iw tothe building of Cities, thin- 


; king rodeceiue thoſe terrovs by that imployment | 
| of his minde. Thus alwaies doth the temporarre, | 
| when God ſhootes this arrowe into the (ide of his | 


| 
| conſcience, fly from him, as a dogge trom him that 
ſtriketh 


feſtered fores of our linnes (till remaine with vs til! | 


| 
| 
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' trikerh him wicha cudgell, and ſeekes any where 
| rather tor reliefe than at his hands : for ſuch is his 
deſpaire whereof he is ſwallowed vp,and luch is his 
delperate malice& hatred againit God in this cale, 
that he cannot ſo much as wtuſper the lealt [yllable 
to him. Itis otherwile with theelet of God, Paw 
being tearefully wounded and confounded in his 
minde, could yet then ſay to that God that did all 
tat vnto him, Lord what wouldeft thow haue mee to 
aoe ? 

Fourthly , Godly ſorrow worketh repentance, a 
change and aiteration of heart, cauling vs to bate 
linne and loue rightcouſnefſe, And the reaſon 1s, 
for that in godly {orrow the heart is moulten and| 
wholly liquetied and diſſolued , and fo being mage. 
{oft and tender,receiueth the ſtamp and imprefle of 
Gods ſpirir, But in thee our Zemperartes no fuch. 
matter. They may other while {head a tew whor1/| 
teares, and hang downe the head like a bulruſh for 4 date, 
with thole ewes : but filthie (wine that they are, at- | 
ter they haue wathed themfelues(in the waters, one 
would have thought, of repentance) they returne 
preſently to their wallowing in the mire of their 
tormer tilthineſle. Ahab faltes,and pinches his car- 
caſe with ſack-cloath, and goes creeping and crou- 
ching ; but had he cuer truely repented tur oppre(- 
[ing of poore Nabath, would he fo ſoone after haue 
fallen into the ſame linne of oppreifion, inthe yn- | 
wit impriſonment of the holy Prophet Aficaiah ? 
Where the circumſtance of the perſon oppreſſed 
adderth weight ro the linne. If it had beenetrue | 


| pentance, hishand would not ſtill have remained 


blowdie, | 


| 


FEET The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


wholeſome Prophecies of taithtuil Mcarah. &/au,c- 
uen in the mudelit of his yelling, falſely acculcth 7- 
| kob his brother for colenage, ſecketh to haue a blel- 


| 


bloudie , nor his care wirewneiſed , to diſtaſt the | 


95 


| Gen.217.34- 


| ling ſeuercd from his brothers, and carrieth a vin-. 


' dictwe minde againlt him, purpoling ro murther 


| him, Yea F@lx,when ftroken with the maicttic of 


for feare,yet cuen then he remained the fame couc- 
rousFelzx that before: at thar very initant he trem- 
bled, hee coueted, and expected a bribe of Paul, 
| when he gaue Pawllome occaſion, to expect repen- 
tance of him. Thus alſo when Gods threatnings 
in the miniſterie of Moſes wrung teares out of the 
I{raclites ezes; yet they could not wring rebellion out 
of their hearts : for being threatned ro die in the 
wildernefle for their thoughts of returning into E- 
23pt ,and theretore commanded nortto go the next 
way to Cann, but to back againe into the deſert, 
| that ſo the denounced ſentence might beexecured,; 
| they ſeemed muchto be moucd herewith, & kum- 
| bled them{elues in weeping and confeihon of their 
 linnes:bur yet for allthis, they would by no means 
de pertwaded to ovey the commanyement of not 
going on ftraytioreward toward Canaan. The like 15 
to bethought of Juds his griefe : tor all thar,ſtiil he 
[remained the ſame old Judas that before. There 
' was not 1ny true hatred of his linne wrought in hi; 
heart ; tor then he would not haue added murther 
to murtner. Nay,it he had hiued,he wouid haue bin 
 readieto haveplayed ſome ſuch new-pranke. Thus 
| 1s 1T with all emporaries. Though they thead rivers 
ot 
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of teares, though they water their couches , and cuen 
' bathe,and ſoake themſelues in this (alt brine, yer tor 
all chis they remaine vnſeaſoned and vnmorrtilied. 

Their leopard /þottes (till remaine vnwaſhen , their 


 blackamores hide vnchanged. But godly forrowe is 


| of that uature, that the ſoule, once drenched, and 
| baptized with the teares thereof, receiuerh ſuch a 
tincture, and die of grace, that will neuer after our. 
' There is no diſtillation of herbes ſo pretious 
| torthe curing of bodily, as this of godlie forrowes 
|eeares for the healin g our ſoules infirmities. The 
| aireis got ſo cleared, when the cloud is diſſolued by 
'raine, as the minde when the cloudes of our iniqui- 
| tiesare difſolued by the raine of repenting teares, 
| Theſe waters are the red fea, wherein the whole 
'armie of our {ins is drowned. But for that theſe 
| watersin the temporarie are but (hallow, and want 
' their juſt depth, therefore his (1nnes are not choaked, 
| but rather Jeticiou {ly bathed therein. And ſo much 
tor the remporariesſorrow. 

His deſires are noelefle deceitfull, Defire is reck- 
ned by Pawlamong the fruites, or partes of repen- 
tance. And in temporar'es there ſeeme oft times to be 
good motions, diſpoſitions, and deſires after good 
things. They in the Goſpell,hearing the excellent 
diſcourſe of our Sa#/our concerning the heauenly 


more gie vs of this bread. And Aprippa was fo farre 
wrought vpon by Paul, that hee ſaid , Thow almoſt 
perſuadeſt me to become a Chriſtian. But theſe delires 


of the temporarieare notſound. For 
1 Truedetiresareno faizt deſires, but ſuch as 
make 
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Manna, cried out, as affected therewith , Lord ewcr- 
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make vsfaint,they arc ſocager and carneſl; like rhe 


defires of couetous men, who with Ahab will bee 
fick for their neighbours vineyard, they long for it fo | | 
defirouſly. And therefore the peſtle faith , Coner | r Cora. | 
after ſpiricuall things; yea like the delire of Rabel at- | 

cer children, which made her ſay, Grue mee childs en | Plal,45,t. 

or 1 dye. Sec it in David, Like a5 th: heart brateth after | 
the riuers of watey , ſo doth my ſoule after thee O God. | 
And againe, My ſoule deſareth after thee like the thirfly ' p71, 1445, 
ground, But our remporaries defires are nothing fo  P:.1m.31, 10. 
{trong : hee doth nor, as God commands, op:s hi | TE 00 Hes 
mouth wide, he cannot ſay with Danid, My heart bre- 
keth for deſire to thy magements, nor with the church | Cant,1,s. 
[am/icke of lone , nor as Siſera in hisnaturall':irlt, | 

Taye for thirft, give me drinke: tor this isthe nature | 
of (trong and feruent delires,to bec fo impatient of | 
delay , that they commonly verific Sa/omens Prp- | Progr;,t. 
uerbe, The hope that is deferred « the fuinting of the | 
ſonle. Therefore our Saujour bleſſeth indeed thoſe | V*9-5-44 
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tharhunger, andthirſt for his rightcouſneſſe, bur 
y ſuch as hunger and thirſt 17 monrning , which | 


was that he required betore vnto blefſednefle : the 
bleſſed defires then are onely thoſe,which are ſo af: | 
 fectionate,that they make the deſirerro mourn, fee- | 
ling his defirenot to beefulhiled : but now our tem- 
porary,though he delire grace, yet he feeles no har. 
ty greete inthe want of grace, this neuer troubles | 
| him, itnever breakes his fleepe. Therefore hisde- | 
' {ies arenotright. | 
2. True dclires of good things are exceeding | 
| painfull and laborious, in auoiding all hinderances, 
and in vſing all good helpes,and furtherances. Ther- 
| H 
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fore our Sauiour comparesthem to the naturall de- 
fires of hunger , and thirſt, Now hunger ,as wee fav, 
will brecke through a toner: itil make a man eat 
his owne fleſh,rather thento be iterued. And Da- 
wids thirit made lum venter the liues of his three 
worchies. In nature the concaprſcible tacultic is fe- 
conded with the rraſc:ble , our de/rre is backed with 
our 47g'73 forhar becing croſſed i in our defires, our 
anger preſently; is vpin arines, and labourcth there- 
moouall of that which croſſeth. So fire beſide irs 
light ,wherby it delireth as it were the higheſt place, 
hath allo heat, ro conſume all obſtacles that with- 
and his aſcent. Burnow our temporaries delires arc 
nothing elſe bur idle, lazie,and lusking withes, tuch 
as the ſuggards,whercof Salomen thus ſpeaketh. The 
de/ire of the [Iu 122474 ſlateth him: for his hanas refuſe to 
worke, And againe, The fluggard laſteth, but hath 
wonrh!, Why ? becauſe the Lioninche way terri- 
feth him the toyle of working skares him:he would 
Faine haue mear but he will not worke: and fo thoſe 
inthe Golpel! would fainc haue the heauenly bread 
Lord eue wore 218 v3 of thu bread out they willnor, 
as Chrilt tels them,take the pains ro come vnro him 
by faith for it: for God hath appomred that asin the 
naturall, fo alſo m the {pirituall fe , nz the ſweate of 
thy brow, ſbal: thox live. Bur our llupgith zempora- 
ry willnone of that,hec deſires and detires,, - bur fti}l 
lies lusking m his bedde,gaping and rerching him- 


ſelfe: ke the doore that curnes vpon the hinges, bur 


vo 


yet hangs {ti} vpon them, it comes not off tor al the 
rurnings ; ſo hcefor all che turnings-of his heart in 
faint and weake deſires, ftzll hangs faſt vpon the hin- 
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ges of hisſinnes , and cannot poſſibly come. out of 
the power of iniquity : ſeeing many rubbesin the 
way of hisdeſires,he hath no ſpirit, or courage to go 
about to remoue them,to breake through rhe hoſt 
of the ſpiritual] Philiſtiunes, tor the getting of the | | | 
pirituall waters: He can with with Balaim, 0 that Num,33,10. 
my ſonle might dye the death of the rtg/teows : but hee 
doth not alike deſu the life of the righteous, It hee 
deſire vertue, yetnotthe meanes that (ſhould bring | 
him to it, and thus deliring vertue hee pines and pe-| 
rithesin the want of it:he//mouth it ſeife,as one ſaics, | 
i fall of ſuch (light and (loathfull wiſhes. Such as} 300 
were his in the Golpell, that hearing C hri{s hea- | 
uenly diſcourſe,cryed out,aftected therew:th , Bleſ- 
ſed ere they that eat bread in the kingdome of God. Bur, 
as qur Sauiour there ſhewes in his anſwer, they ſut- | Luc,i 4, 15: 
fer cuery light occaſion of farms,oxen, wiucs to de- 
taine them. And ſoc as the temporartesdelire is an 
idle,ſo allo is it a diſobedient deſire, that will not fub- 
mit it ſelfke to Gods commaundement in the vie of 
the meanes: but the true belecuers deſire is laborrows 
and fo dutifu!l, ſubicRing ir ſelfe to the vie of the 
meanes commanded,ang as carnceltly deſiring thele | 
meants, as theenditlelfe z as David when rauiſhed | Palm.1 19,5. 
with the meditation ofthe good mans bleſſedneſle, | 
preſently conceiucd this delire , nor, O that 1 had| 
this happineſſe, butO that Icould vie the means to! ,., __.. 
bring mee to this happineſſe , 0 hat my waies were | car 
|/o diredted that I might keepe thy latutes, and againe, | 
my heart breaketh for d:ſire to thy [ tudgements.) | 

1, Truedefires are con/tant, as in Dauidin the | 3 Fick!cnefle. 
\ words laſt mentioned, my heart breaketh for deſire 
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 rothy iudgements alwaies. Thereaſon is, becauſe | 
true delires are inſatiable. The good Chriſtian | 
| though he haue neuer ſomuch grace, yet ſtill feeles 
his wants, and the more hee hath, the more hee de- 
| fares, and when theſe (piritual riches imereaſe(contra- 
rieto Danids prohibition in the temporal!) he ſets hus 
| heart pon them : And therefore lil} his ſoulc imita- 
' tech the horleleeches voice, that cry, gzue, 2ive: bur 
 thedeliresof the 2emporerie, though ſomerimes for 
| the time they may ſeeme violent, yet at [ength they 
vaniſh away as the morning dewe; as God himſelte 
, cenſureth thoſe good affe&tions , which ſcemed to 
| bee in the J/raeltes. The motions, and affetions, 
| which he hath in good thinges, are not much vnlike 
tothoſe whichche true belecuer hath ſometimes in 
 euill, For as hee in tempration ſometimes may bee 
tickled, and feele ſome pricking in his deſires to the 
way of wickednes; as once Dauid when he began to 
entertaine thote thoughts, haue waſhed my hands 
in innocency in vaine: yet in concluſion hequenches 
thoſe thoughts,and ſo mockes Sathan, towhom he 
madefaireof comming tohim, as D414 did, when 
tor all his beginning to yeeld, yet inthe end he came 
inwith that Bur, oryer: yer,for all that [ ſaide ere- 
while,God is good &c: fo this our remporary though 
; otherwhile he may haue,as we ſay,a months minde 
ro godlinefle, and with zeripre bee halte perſwa- 
ded tobee a Chriſtian , yerthe concluſion 1s, I will 
"not leaue my former courſe, and ſo he mockes God, 
| whorn he bore in haud, thathece would become his 
| diſciple. 
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Cnar, VII, 


of the deceits of the temporarit in the eutward pra- 
ttiſe of repentance. 


H 


ward, this chapter ſhall be ſpent in ſhewing the de- 
ccit of that which is outward, both that which is in 
| words,and indeedes; forthe former, there aretwo 
ſpecials,whercin the 7emporary deceiueth himlelte; 
Confeſfiron and prayer. 

1, For confeſ5ion, it cannot bee denicd, but that it 
15 a worthy ſcruice of a repenting ſinner, orelſe God 
would neuerhaue a 


Auing thus deteQed the deceirfulneſſe of the 


inthelarge cata] 
with he cheered himlelfe in that heauy agonie ; a- 
| mong the reſt,reckoneth the confeſſion of his finnes 
tor one, If 1 haue hid my finne, as did Adimygrc. And 
Dauid hauing ſaide , take away the treſpaſſe of thy ſer- 
want, ro make good that ſpeech , andtoproue him- 
ſelfe Gods ſeruantyhe addeth, for 1 haze done fooliſh- 
ly; as ſome godly learned thinke, hereby intimating 
that, ifhe deſerued not to be called Gods ſeruant,in 
regard of his late ſinne, yet, at leaſt inregard of his 
later ſeruice,ofconteſſion: yea elſewhere when onl; 
a purpoſe of confeſſhon conceiued 


—_—. 


ed{ogreatarewardto it: | 
i gee confeſſe our ſinnep bee is faithſull ro forgine : 
lo ogue of his good workes,wher- | 


IOl 


| 


terporaries repentance in that which is in-| 


z Outward in 
\V oids 
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| eare was in hisheart, before his confeſhon was in his ' 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. £1 


dreame can tell his dreamyſo onely the man awake- 

ned out ot his {innes by repentance, cantruely con | 
feſle cthem.Whereforc howlocuer temporaries, and | 
vnregenerate men may make an outward confefſi- | 


on, a3 San), Indas, Pharach, and others did, yet the 
| truth is, rhere is much guile in thir confeſſions. 

I. True confeſſion muſt come, as wee ſee inthe 
Publicane,from a touched and troubled foule, from 
that broken and blecding heart of Denid,from that 
melting, and relenting heart of /oſiah : This is the /a- 
crifice which the Lord will nat deſp ſe . But our tempe- 
rary knowes it not, Thepaine off the wracke onely 
wcings the confeſſion from him , not the mercy of 
that ſweet God, whom he hath offended. Andther- 
fore as we ſee in Pharaoh,when he ts offof the wrack, 
he begins to (ing another note,and to vnſay and cal 
in,in.a manner,his confeſhon. 

2 Ifnuſt come alſo from a belecuing heart, lay- 
ing hold vpon mercy: As Deniel 9.9. Yet tompeſs10n 
and forgineneſſe ts with the Lordalueit wee hewe rebel- 
led againſt him, And Eſr. 10.2. we hawe treſpaſſed, ec. 
\ yet now there ts hepe in Iſrael concerning thi, namely 


for the forgiueneſle of this ſmne. Thisthe tempora- 
inhisdiltreſſecannot do. #dus could ſay , 1 hewe | 
faned, but for his life he couldnot adde thoſe wards | 
| of Daxid, Take away the /ixme of thy ſeruant. Nay hee | 

could nor ſay that confeſſion, Fhave /enned , to God, 
but only tothe high Prieſts: for he was wholly ſwal- | 
lowed vp of defpatre. His repentance was a delpe-| 
rate repentance,not rempered with faith,ſo asis the | 
true repentange. And therefore our Samour prea- | 
ching repentance ſaith, Repent and beleeue. 
3. Con-| 
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3- Confeſhon muſt come from an honeſt heart, 


purpoling not toſinne, thatſo with the confeſſion 
we may ioyne allothe confuſion and overthrow of 
ſinne : He that confeſſeth and forſoketh (that is, hee 
thatia that very a ofconfetling forſaketh): bs /im, 
(bill find mercy. This wasthe conteſſion of that good 
Shecartah, Ezr.10.2.3. We hinetreſpaſſed Cc. Now 
th:refore le! vs make a conrnant with the Lord, toput 
| away allthe wines. Buthow faire are the rempora- 
ries from this, who when by confethon they have 
ſcemed rodiſgorge their ſtomacks,haue filthilywith 
| the dogge caren vp their owne vomit againe? And 
lo farre are they from this purpoſe of nor finaing , 
that they arefully ſer vpon ſinne,in confeſling; as in 
thole J/ra:l:tes,that Gaid.n we hae ſinned, we will go wp: 
which was as much as if they ſhould haue (aid, we_- 
hae ſinned we will ſiune: for God in the former verſe 
had torbidden them to goe vp : yea many ofthem 
preſume to ſinne,becaulc of confelhon, thinking by 
it tobe caſed, asthe drunkard by his vomiting : And 
though ſome of them in their good moodes, and in 
{ome of their fits may ſeeme, when they humble 
themſclues in conſeſſion, verily ro purpoſe amend- 
ment, yet theſe are no ſound,no ſetled, no ſincere & 
honeſt purpoſes,but ſudden flaſhings, conceived by 
their deceitfull hearts,rather ro auoide the iudge- 
ments cither felt, or feared, then truely to pleaſe 
God; andthus becauſe the heart isnot rent toge- 
| ther with the garments , therefore neither is the fin 
rent, but rather ſown faſter together by that rending 
of rhe garment, and becauſe with that penitent Pub- 


licaxe, they ioyne not the inward vniting of the hart, 
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Twp» with the outwird knocking of the breſt, therefore this | 
et, knocking dothnot batter npeeces, but rather cox- 


vatazull x conſe- 


kde. Arg, + ſoldate and more firmely compatt (innerogether. 


+ 


; +,Pracr ul | 2+ Point which the mouth performes 1s praier : 
| cauſe neither canit bee denied, but that the temporary 
may pray, and that as one would thinke, very zea- 

Luc.11,1. 


Toutly, asno doubt but 1#4es did rogether with his 
fellowes,all of chem detiring Chriſt ro inſtruct them 
how to pray; neither onely may hee doe this with o- 
| thers, bur alſo {ol:tarily , and apart by hinalelte, as 
Lut.13.10, , Itisfaid the Phariſ.e went vp ro the temple to pray, 
| as well as the Fublicane , both of them to their pri- 
| ' vateprayers, the tempic then regard of ceremo- 
|  niall holineſle, beeing the place, as well of private 
' asof publique praicr ; it may ſceme chen our tempo- 
raryis well:tor itis onely the ſanRitying ſpirn which 
 teacheth to prav, who thereforc is ſtyled the ſþ1r1it of * 
prajer, and the childrenof God are viually in Scrip- 
turedeſcribed by this,that they c1// vpon the name of | 
8 e Lord, But alas hispraiers are no true praiers,they 
are turned intofinne. For, | 
: Notinmere Firſt, though he may pray to our thinking /and his | 

, 26-2 gag owne too ſometime) very teruently,yet as /ob laies, 
: wil he pray alwate ? no, inmore gricuous trialls his 
heart,and hope fails hin, his mouth isſtopr, he is 

| {trooke ſpeechles with the ghuelt inthe parable, 
|  anghath not ſo much asone word, to blefie himſelf 
| withall , who yet lauiſhed moſt Juxurioutly in a- 

| boundance of wordes inthetime of peace. 

2. Jn praier he ſeckes himſelfe, and not gods glo- 
'Ty,. they care not ſo much for Gods fauour, as for 
[any profit, Whereas the property of tne 

praicr | 
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; Praicr is that ſer downe by Salomon, If my propl: | 2 Chron,7,14 
| wh:reon my name i called ſhall humble themſelues and 
| pray, and ſe. ke my face. Inprater Gods face,and fauour 
{ i5to be ſought aboue al! other things: and therfore 
| our Saxtony teacheth vs both to beginne our praicrs 
; with deſire of his glory, Hillow:d be thy name, andto | 
| endthem with giuing glory to him , 7h» 7s king» | 
| dom: n:>c, But the temporary isnot thus holily caried 
' inhispraicrs,with the reſpett of Gods glory , with 
| Moſes and Paul preferringit to his owne laluation, 
but with /elfe-reſpects, and thoſe very baſe; as may 
eaſily appeare by theſe rwo things: 1. his praiers arc 
more zealous and fernent with others,then alone by | tt d:cr ++r; 
himſelfe: whereas the vehemency of a true Chriſti. | 7%-#"ere7« 
an is then greateſt, when hee is ſhut vp in his cloſer, | 
and hath God only to be witneſle of ir. This ſhewes, 
' thatpride and vaineglory ſway him , not any true 
| zeale ro Gods glory: 2/ after prater hee hath no care 
roreturne thanks: as in thenine leapers which cried, 
as loud as the tenth, /eſ1s have mercy, bur returned 
not with him to giue thanks for their health ; which 
ſhewed they ſought themlclues one]y in theirpray-| _ 
 er,and nothing eſteemed the loue of Chri/?, Third:- oe 
ly, hee makes praierthe end of praier, hee praiesro | hs ures, 
prayzhereſtsin hisprajer, and doth not in good ſad- 
| neſſe vic hispraier as a meane to preuanle againſ? | 
| his finnes:he praies idlie, and Jazily , and doth not 
rogerher with his lippes in praying,moue his hands, | 
inindeuouring for that he praies; according as Sals- | 
men direteth, coupling together praierto God and 
| ourowne indeuour, 1f hou c.4 for knowledge and cry | P10. 3-4: 
for wvncerſlanding if theuſeeke her as ſilutr and ſearch 
for 


_— 
me 


— 


Ev.32.32, 
Rum,y,3. 


Lnc.17,13,15 


104 


P:0u,14.23. 


ver(.8. 


Confef.''8. In 
exordio 440l-ſ- 
centia felieram 
« teciſtitatem, 
et Confiiien 1am 
et dixtrram ta 
; mils contin:n- 
| 154mm ſed nols 
| md, Tum bam 
' enum me mie cats 
exandiry, ot [= 
18 1705 4 murbs 
concupuſcentie , 
quem exp\ers 
milcbam,quem 


ex 7516, 


The deceufulneſſe of mans beart. 


| for ber as for trcaſare. Lo gtogether with right crying 
| and calling in pony muſt be ſecking,and ſear- 


| ching inthe vie ofthe meanes: elle we do but mock 
| God, and our clues much more, if weepleaſc our 
ſelues in ſuch praicrs. And that which S«/omesn (pea- 
keth of other idle ralke,will be true of the vain prat- 
rle of ſuch flothfull praiers, 1» a/{ labonr there w abun- 
darce : butt'e take of the lippes oncly bringeth want. 
Wee ſhall tillremaine poore, and beggerly in ſpiri- 
tuall things, valeſſe our hands beſtirre chem, and la- 
bour together with our mouthes, vnleſle we riſe vp 
from ourpraiers with a ſerled purpoſe to buckle our 
ſclues to our bufineſle, As Dawid after that hee had 
praicd the Lord, that his waies might bee direted 
tokeepe Gods ſtatures, and had intorced this praier 
by certaine arguments,he thus endeth ir, 7 will keepe 
thy fletutes : whereas the temporarie belecuer feeles 
no ſuch fruite of praier, but rather ſaies ſectetly, 1 
will lye in my (innes ſtill, againſt which I have prai- 
ed: I will breake thy ſtatutes,which Ipraied I might 
keepe. Much like to S. Auſtin, that before his con- 
uerſion praicd to God for chaſtiry and continencie, 


| 


but yet was aftaide, as hee writes of himſelfe,leaſt 
God ſhould heare his praier tooſoone, deſirous ra-: 
ther ro haue his luſt ſarished , then extinguiſhed. 
Such kinde of minds haue the vnregenerate intheir 
praiers,ſti]l they loue their ſinnes, and would nor for. 


alltheirtalke, leaue them by their good wils. And|' 


therefore doe they ſoncerereſemblehim in the fa- 
ble,that when his cart ſtucke in the mire, called vp. 
on his God for helpe, bur yer lay ſtill, and would not | 
ſtir the leaſt of his fingersto help himſelfe ; yea and 


thoſe | 
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| thoſe alſo that in their lacritices tor health did rio- 
; touſly banquet againſt health : tor while they pray 
againſt, they play and ſport themlclues in their 
linnes. 

Now for that which isreal in the outward pract- 
| iſe of repentance, namely the refornaiion of lite, 
| the temporaric allo may ſeeme to attaine heercunto: | 


| 
| 


10; 


2 Indecdsrc- 
fo: mation of | 


' for in the Go,/ell the wncleane /fir1t 15 (aid to be caſt | ruth v2, 


| out of him, which is to be vnderitood in regard of | 
outward retormation of his lite , in that he lea- 
ueth his former ſcandalous courſes of drunken- 
nelle, vncleaneſſe, ſwearing, lying, open contempt 
| ofholic things &c. & contormeth himſelte ro ſome 
| more ſober and ciuill cariage. But yer thisreforma-. 
' tion is deceitful or elſe the vncleane ſpirit could not 
ſo ealily reenter with ſeven worſe ſprrits than hrmſelfe 
| into the party thus reformed, fo that hu latter end 
| /bould become worſe than hs beeomnmg. Now the de- 
| ceit heere is this, that our Temporarie taketh his out- 

ward abltinence from tinne tor true retormartion ; 
-which valeſſe it proceed from the inward forſaking | 
; 15 naught worth. There muſt be abhorrmg of iinne, | 
' as well as abſteinrne: loathing as well as leawine in true | 
; reformation. A thceefe when heis manacled, can- | 
not (teale, heabſtein*s outwardly : and yer happi- 
(ly hatha theeuiſh minde ſtill. Anda chained Lyon 
though heeabſteine from devouring, yet he hath 
| his lioniſh nature ſtill ; he hath notleftthart. Many | 


| 
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| 


by feare,ſhame,and ſuch like refpe&ts. Their hearts 
ſull delight, and tickle chemſelues inthe thouyhrs | 
of thole finnes. Buttrue reformation of linne muſt 


' leaue their ſinnes im hke manner being reſtrained | 


pro- 
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' proceede from the hatred of ſinne, and from the 


loueof Gods law torbidding linne , as Davids did. 


' did he ſo? vpon what ground ? ro what end ? that / 
| might keepe thy word. It was that loue of the law 
| which hc had fo patherically a little betore profel- 
| ſed,0h ! hew lone 1thy law? this was it that made him 
'to refraine from finne, his aftetion toward the 
word ; aud this was that he propounded to him- 
| ſelfe in abſteining from (inne, 1n diſplealing his 
| owne corruption to pleaſe the law,to obey the law. 
| The wolfe, (aith <Auſten, comes tothe {heepe-told, 
'»» witha purpoleto kill andeate. But the ſheep- 
| » heardsthey watch,the dogges they barke,he can 
',» donothing, hee takes away nothing, he kills no- 
,» thing. Yet as he comes, fo he goes awaie,a wolte. 
',» Whar, becauſe hee worried, and tooke away no 
,» {heepe, therefore was he a wolte only in his com- 
» ming, anda ſheepe in his returning ? No , the 
,» wolte comes furious, returnes fearctull, and yer 

|,» a wolte as well in his feare,as in his furie. And fo 
are many as wicked in their fearefull abſteining 
from linne,as in their bold and furious committing 
of ſinne. Someallo are diſabled by age, and yer it 
doth them good to remember their former wic- 

kedneſle, and to incourage othersto the ſame. If 
bare leauing of the outward a t wereenough, then 

theſe alſo were retormed.Others allo ſurceaſe from 

ſome ſinne , becauſe a contrary vice hath got the 

rule and yoſlefſion of them, as when the prodigall 

man becomes couetous. Is heere any true reforma- 
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 [ haue refrained, faith he, from exery euitl way; but why | 
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'tedin thepractiſe of one linne , by reafon ſome 0- | 
| ther linne duuerts them another way, as thoſe mel- 
| ſengers did Sau! trom purſuing Dawd. As thusa | 
man is couetous, but yet amvition and vaineglory, | | 
| being ltronger, make him leaue his baſe, couetous | | 
niggardize. A man 1s giuen to incontinencic z but | | 
his pride, and teare of diihonour,catry:ng a greiter ! 
| {way with him, bridle his Juſt. A man 1s wickeoly 
| | angrie with his brother, but yet coucrovines hath | | 
a greater hand oucr him , then anger ; theretore | 
there is a gift in fecrer giuen him, he 1s pacthecd. 
here coucionſneſſe controls , and checks, and re- 
| tormes axzer ? will you call this a retormation ? no 
| this 1s nothing, whe one rant overcomes another, 
| but when the !rful Kg ouercomes him:not whe 
; one corruption preuaileth againlt another, but when 
| grace preuaileth againit irzwhen thovgh there were 
| no other reittaint, yet ones owne ſantited heart 
| would reitraine, and cauſe one to ſay with Joſeph, 
How can 1 doe this, and ſtnne avainft God? otherwile,to 
| deiiſt the outward act,can yeeld but poore com- 
| torttoaſſure vs that we haue repented . Daurd had 
 lett the finnes of murtherand aduiterie for all that 
| {pace of time,thar was betwi xt the murther of /71- 
| ahand XV: chans comming to him, which was a yeare 
| almolt, hee did nor {till adde one murther to ano- | 
| ther,or oneadukerie ro another, he did not all that 
| while tall ro ita treth: bur yet, for afl that, he repen- 
ted not till Nuthin came, and arouſed him. E-xcel- 
lently Salomon, By the feare of the Lord men depart 
from ex;ll, thewing that wherelocue: the trus teare | 
| of God is wantins,chere is no true departing from | 
cull 
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euill, though the outward act of euill be forborne. 
Therefore when the godly are deſcribed by abltei- 
ning trom euill, withall che true ground of their 
ablteining is (et downe : As Ecele/. g. 2. when the 
wicked man is ſet out to be aſwcarer, the godly 
man by way of oppolition 1s 11d, not fimp:y nor 
tro ſweare, but to feare an 94th, to thew that wicked | 
men may retraine (wearing, but not out of any teare; 
of Gods commandement. That is proper only to! 
the godly: So Prew.1 y.27.the godly are ct out not 


\ 


limply by their not receiuing gitts,but by hating! 
' of gitts ; to {hew thar therefore they recetue not! 


| with the hand, becauſe they hate them with their 


hca 1 A | 


Car. VIII. | 


Of the deceufwulneſſe of the Temporaries sbedierce. | 
V le haue examined the two former 
| grounds, wherupon the Temporarie buil- 
deth his opinion of himlelt, to be the child of God, 
and dilcouered the decentulneſle of them both, 
namely his fath, and repentance: It remaineth now 
thar wee ſhould doe thelike to his third ground, 
namely his obedzence, and fo dilmiſſe him. | 

Obeaience is twofold ; Adiuein doing that which 
God commandeth : P.fwe, in (uffering that which 
Godinflicteth. And the temporarie may ſecme to 
haue both theſe, 


| 1. Foractiue, the remporarte belceucr may goe | 
tarre | 
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; fare, There is no outward good worke, whicha | 
true beleeucr can doe, but the temporarie may | 
doeit allo, and that in ourward appearance, with | 
| | as great ſpirit and zeale as the true belccucr , as | 
| 13 /ehu, who did not onely execute Gods 1udge- | | 

| ments vpon Ahab, and his baule, and dcſtroied | 


' Baal, and his Prieſts, but did this (uu; others and 
| | himſeite chought) with great zeale , and in the 


heate of gouly inc1gnation 3 ſo that, ro the out- | 
| ward cic, [itle diiterence berweenethe {pirit of Je- | 

hu,in his retormation, and of 19/1ah tn hs. $0 Herod | 
reuerenced lobn, and did many things in obedience | $6.20. 
to his Doctrine. So hkewile did Sau/ reverence Sa- 


1. Sam. 13.10. 
| wel, hew great humilitie in hiding himlelte, when | «. Sam. 19.33, 


| 
| ;\tobeKing, and after he was King, great zealeand | 
| courage in revenging the cauſe of thole of Ztbeſh a- | 1.Sam 11.6 7 | 
| gainſt ,V24/4, in hghting the batratles of the Lord | 1-5» 13; 4 & 
| againſt the Phili{tims,and in deſtroying ot witches, | , 5. 15.15 
greAt mercie alſo and moderation in ſparing, and &14.13. 
t forgiuing thoſe wicked people, that deſpiſed him, | _ 
| &c. yet, tor all this, his end was fearetull, God tooke | * 299715 
| | 6 ay his mevcie from him. And therefore the obe- 
| | d:ence that ſeemes to be in this kend ot men ts de- 
| | ceitfull : elſe God would not, as hethreatoneth by | 
| the Propher, blot it out, who according to Nehermes oi 
| praier wipes not out any of the good'eruices of his | F8 
| children, | 
| That this deceittulnefſe may the better appeare, | By the notes | 
| let vs examine our Temporaries obedience by the np; 
notes of true obedience ; whichare ſpecially three, | 
| ſunceritie, wnincrſalitie, and a /etle1 conſtancee. 


| i. Sinceritie, when all #a/e,and by reſpetts laid 4- 
| ide, 


t, Sincerity. 
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 {1de; only theconſcience of Gods commandement, 
| &the deiire of his glorie ſwaies with vs. Bleſſed are 
| they that keepe his teſtimonies (laith the Prophet) but 
; becauſe their may beemuch guile in keeping, hee 


| keeping of theteſtimonics is when wee ſecke God, 
; and nor our (e.ues,in keeping; when,as /erexre (aies, 
wee be circumciſed to the Lard, that 1s,in reſpect of 
' Godscomm andement, and not the Magiſtr res, as 


— 


is ſo frequent with the Prophet) of ſeeking Gods com- 
mandements; 1 am thine , ſaue mee : for 1 ſecke thy pre- 
cepts. \W hich implyeth thus much, thatall that we 
are to ſeek in our obedience, are the precepts them- 
ſelues, the thing ſpecially weeareto aimeat is obe- 
dience it ſeife to the precepts : But Gods precepts 
may fay to the Temporarres, yee [ceke not vs but 
your ſelues. As Chrift ſaid to lome of them, yee ſeeke 
mee becauſe of the loaues. Some Pro.1.28.are ſaid to 
ſeeke God,and yet of the fame men it is ſaid inthe 
next v erſe,that they hated the knowledge of God : 
how can they be ſaid to ſeek that which they hate ? 
bur that they fought not God lincerely, but only 
for their owne eaſe ſake,to be deliuered out oftheir 
trouble, and ſo indeede they ſought not God bur 


| or mercenarie: ſometimes it is the obedience of the | 
| bonaſlawe , ſometime of the hireling , alwaies bale, | 
' corrupted with ſome wfie and wrong conſiderati- 
onor other, Sometimes the feare of man workes it, 


' as in Eſaus marrving no longer with the Cavantes; 


| 


but wich che poſteritic of 1/mael : Moſes noteth the | 
ground 
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ground of it to haue beene the conlideration of 
his fathers diſtaſte of his Canantyb wives. Some- 
times againe the feare of Gods _ , as of the 
rack of anacculing conlcence,of the torments of 
hell fire &c. this holderh vs to it. Bur heere that 
which the Apoſile ſpeaketh concerning magiſtrates 
lawes that wee ought to bee lubiet not only for 
wrath, namely of the magiltrate, and the puni{h- 
ment which that wrath may infact , but tor conſcr- 
ence ſake, is true much more in Gods lawes,that we 
ought to performe obedience not ſo much for 
wrath, no not for Gods owne wrath , and the pu- 
niſhmentit willinfli& ; but though there were no 
hell, yea chough there were no heauen, of very 
conſcience, becauſe rhe Lord God hath commaun- 
ded vs. Otherwile againe the cemporarie obeyerh 
v pon hope of (ome good, that hereby may accrue vn- 
to him, as profit, praiſe, and ſuch like. And heere 
that deprauation of Sathay hath-his truth ; Doth Job 
ſerne God for ought? doth Saul loue God for nought? 
no it is fora kingdome. Doth Jehuroote out Ahabs 
race for nought? no it is to confirme himlelfe in the 
kingdome. Doth he deſtroy tal for nuught ? no 


— 


{itis for glorie inthe world, that hee may crakeand 


call vp good onadab to applaude him and his zeale. 
Come and ſee what zeale I haze for the Lord. Thoude- 
ceiueſt thy lelte lehw, it is tor thy ſelfe. Therefore 
God faies afterward by the Prophet, 7wl viſit the 
bloud of Izreela/pon the houſe of Iehn. Though it were 


[head by Gods owne appointment, yet becaule /e- 

hu obeyed not Gods commandement, ſo much as 

h's own ambition and pride inthe {heading there- 
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| of; therefore God will punith it as diſobedience, 
; not reward it as obedience. So likewiſe, though 
, God commanded the burnt oftringes, the new 
; moones &c. yet he asketh the /ewes , who required 
theſe thinges, becauſe it was not the conſcience of 
| Gods commandement that mooued them to per- 
forme thuſc ſeruices. Andagaine, have ee faſtedio 
' mce, to mee laith che Lord, becaule 1t was notany 
true regard of Gods word that cauſed them to tat. 
| Obedience in the word is compared to truite, and 
the doing of good workes is called the bringing 
| forth of truit. Now fruite comes-of ſeede. Seede 
mult firſt be receiued of the ground, before it can 
yeeld vs any corne. This ſeedets the word,the com- 
mandement of God. Firſt, wee muſt receiue this 
{cede betore wee can bring torth any truit : firſt we 
mul} hearethe word, and by faith applie vnto and 
yrge vpon our ſelues the commandement,and then 
| obey: Obedience without reſpett of Gods word is 
| but wilde oats,it grows of it ſelte,there was no ſeede 
 ſowento bring torth this fruir, & therſore it is not 
good. And ſuch 1s the obedience of the Terzporarie: 
he heares not the worde though it ſpzake to him ; 
neither doth he do that he does as to the word:the 
word indeede requires of him that he does, but he 
does it notas hearing himſelte requeſted by the 
word, but rather by his ownecorruption. It God 
had asked Jehuconcerning his deſtroying of Ahats 
poſteritie, Baals Prieſts and worlhip, who required 
this at thy hands, he might truely haue anſwered, 
vain-glory,ambition,pride,policie. And heere is the 
fir deteCtion ofthe temporaries obedience. 


2. Note 
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2.Note of true obedience is vniverſalitie. And this 
neceſſarily ſpringeth from the former: tor ifobedi- 
ence be ſincere; that is,it it be pertormed onely be- 
| cauſe of Gods commandement,it mult needs be w- 
nuerſall, to one commandement as well as to ano- 
ther: for there is the ſame diuine authority binding 
the conſcience in oneas in another. And tberefore 
truly is it ſaid, whatſoener i done for Gods cauſe u done 
equally, becauſe the ſame God that commandes one 
precept, commandes alſothe other. Hence is that 
of 1ames, He that breaketh one commanaement is guiltie 
of all - tor the law is wholly copulate. So that, as 
where many friends are linked/together in a fure 
| bond of friendſhip, it you offend one of them, you 
offend all,all the reſt wil intereft themſelues in their 
friends quarrell : ſo is it with the commandements; 
they areſo knit and chained together, that, when 
one 15 violated, all thereſt are readieas it were to 
take it's part, and to enter in Gods Court their aRi- 
on of treſpafſe againſt vs. Hence it was, that when 
ſome of the Iſraelites had broken the fourth com- 
mandement in going out to-ſceke Manna on the 
| Saboth, God chalenged them for breaking of all 

his commandements ; How long refuſe yee to keepe my 


{ 


— 


113 


2. Vrnuiucrſa- 
line, 


Quicquid prop- 
ter dewmn fit, <= 
qualeter fit. 
Aut! or operes 
enmpeyſech in 

M aunih, lon, 
45+ 


{Fx0d: 16.328. 


; commanadements ? And Ezekiel reckning vp many a- | 


bominations, faſteneth the imputation of all of 
them on him that had aQtuallie offended in one on- 
ly. Itis a remarkable place, and thereforel will ſer 
; downethe words at large. 1f hee beget 4 ſonne that is 
a theefe, or 4 ſheader of blond, if hee do any one of theſe 
things ) though he doth not all theſe things, but ether hath 


' 
| Ezech. 18 10. 
| 11.13,13. 


| eaten pon the mountaines, or defiled his neighbours wife, | 
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or oppreſſed the poore Exc. ſhall be line ? He ſhall not liue. 
Seeing he hath done | all theſe abomunations | he (hall die 
the death. Heere he faith all : and yer betore, hee 
ſaid one only , becauſe breake one and breake all, keepe 
onetruely and heartily , and keepe all. Whence it15 
that ſome one good action hath bleſſedneſle aſcri- 
bedto it, as the makin? of peace Math. 5. becauſe of 
this concatenation of the commandements, and the 
vertues therein commanded, that a man cannot 
keepe one, but hee mult keepe the reſt, hee cannot 
haue one grace, but he mult alſo haue another. For 
there is a double both keeping and breaking of the 
commandements ; habitual and actuall. Habituall in 
the preparation . purpoſe, deſire and diſpoſition of the 
heart : <Adual inthe outward deede. Now howlo- 
cuer hethar breakes one, breaks not all actuallre; yet 
breaking that one habitaallie, hee breakes them all 
habituallie, his heart ſtandes alike aftetted to break 
any of the reſt, and whenſocuer occalion [hal ſerue, 
he will break them. And howlſocuer he that keeps 
one, keepes not all aZ#xally, nay hethat keepes moſt 
breakes all aZ7uallie ; yer hee that keepes one com- 
mandement hab#uallie, that is, in the purpe/e and 1m- 
clmation of his heart, he k: epes them all in the ſame 
manner, his heart ſtands honeſtly diſpoſed to the 
keeping of therelit ; he may ſay with Dauid, My heart 
ws prepared. So that it may betruely ſaid, The wicked 
do breake even thoſe commandements they keepe ; that is, 
they breake in regard of the fitneſſe and prepa- 
ration of their hearts, thoſethey keepe ſometimes 
outwardly : And ſoin the ſame fort, The godly doe 


keepe thoſe commandements, which atuallie they breake. 
The 
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| tood of this habitnall ebedience, when with David 


| out all regard of Gods commandement : for the 


| thoſe linnes , and could have wiſhed with all their 
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The beſt of Gods children are often ouertaken 
with diuers {innes, and with ſome one more than 
with another, and fo faile more in the breach ot 
ſome commandement than of another: yet [til they 
keepe that commandement in regard of the bent 
and afte&tion of their hearts, they conſent with Paul 
tothe law, even in that commandement they moſt 
breake, that it is holy and good. Now when wee lay 
true obedience 1s catholique and wniverſall , the kee- 
ping of allrhe commandements, it is to be vnder- 


we looke towards, or hauereſpett to them all.Loethen 

the deceit of the Temporaries obedience. Though 

they do — things as Herodand Iudas ; yet they | 
liuein the habituall breach of ſome one commande- 

ment art leaſt. As Herod in the habituall breach of | 
the feuenth commandement, in his mceff : Iudas 1n | 
the habituall breach ofthe eighth,in his couetonſne(/e 
Their hearts were ſer on thoſe lins,and they drunk 
them in as the iſh doth water. They hated thoſe 
good commandements of the Lord, that forbade 


hearts there had beeneno ſuch commandements : 
which thewed that even in thoſe commandements : 
they kept, as #:rod in hearing John, Ind.zs Chriſt , 
their obedience was rotten and vnſound,and with 


ſameGod, that bade Herod reuerence 1ohns minilte- 
rie in the ſecond commandement, bade him alſo 
poſſeſſe his veſſel m holineſſe and honowr,1n the ſeuenth. 
And if conſcience had made him loue the ſecond, 
commandement, ſurely it would not let him hane | 
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z.C onſtancic. 


2.Pct.3.1 4. 


| {till reteined /eroborms calues , the fame God torbid- 
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had truely hated other linnes , becauſe they were 
ſinnes, he could not then haue loucd, and lo lucd 
in couctoulnefſe. And if Gods tearc had mads Jevs| 
put downe Bauls worithip, he would not then haue' 


Jinz both. Let the rexyporarie then marke himielte 
v/C!l, and he thall indechatin ſome point or other 
he h1th 4 dipenſatorie conicience with Gods word. 
Any a5 rogues vnder hedges without the magi- 
{traces, {v he can make iicentes ro himieite without 
God: warrant, to continue in his or that linne. 
Vi hereoy iz prophane contempt of God 15 raa- 
niteltly t-ewiayed, and hi; obedience in other 
£11435 CLIC tO be no obeience to God, but 
gt Nun, or to luimicite, or tothat reſpe:t, whatloe- 
ucr it 15, that drew it corth, 

3 Note oitruc obeyience is ſei!rdcontanciegwhen, 
as the ſcripture {peaketh,wee waike in the comman- 
dements ofthe Lord and exerciſe our (clues therin ; 
as the wicked are ſid to be exerciſed m conetouſneſſe, 
in that they conſtantly foilow it as the artihcer 
doth histrade. But indeed the temporary doth not 
walkein theſe waies, as doth the honelt trauailour 
in the broad high-way , but only like the theete 
comes frisking and croſhng ouer them. His obed:- 
ence is like the true Chriſtians diſobedzence, which 15 
not ſetled and rooted , but onely for a fitte. The 
good Chriſtian quickly remembers himſelte, and 
returnes to his courſe of godlincfſe, when through 
diſtemper, he hath begunto ſtray : and fo the tem- 
porary Chriſtian as quickly returnes to his intermut- 


red 
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ted wickednefle , when ſometimes he chaunces to 
{tumble vpon deuotion. His obedience is a moodie 
and pa/ſronate obedience ; ſoone torgor. It is like to 
Saul s aftetion to DPawid 3; when the euill ſpirit 
comes vpon him , then that religion which betore 
he ſeemed to make ſomuch of, thall be run through 
with the (peare of groſle and wiltull diſobedience. 
Hee doth not, neither can hecleaue to the Lord with | As 11.23. 
full purpoſe of heart, as the true beleeuer. | 

And ſo much for his awe obedience : Now for | » Paſſue, 
paſſive 1n (uftering , wee would thinke it ſtrange, it py ” 
the temporarie beleeuer might go ſo farre as to (uffer 
for the truth.Butit is aplaine caſe he may. Did not 
Peter (peake in the name of all his tellowes, and ſo 
of 1444s when he ſaid, Maſter wee haxe forſaken all and Math.1g 37- 
followed thee ? Did not In4as leaue his calling inthe 
world,whatſocuer it was,and did he not neglett all 
other meanes and polhbilities of his lively-hood, 
and cleaue only to Chriſt for three yeares ſpace, be- 
ing partaker with him in his ſufterings ? ſo did De- 
mas and Alexander with Pawl ; and yet both after- 
ward became tearetull Apsſtataes,inſomuch as Alex- 
ander (of being perſecuted) turned a perſecutor, 
and that of him, who betore had turned of a perſe- 
cuting lew, aperſecuted Chriſtian ; for Saint Paul 
writeth of him, that by puttins away a 2004 conſcience 
he had (ſhipwracked the faith,that he had 4one hm much 
ewil,that he withſtood bis preachin2 (orethat he blaſj he- 
med the truth;and yet we {hall finde in the Acts,that | A&> 19.33. 
In Pauls canſe he was very neere vnto mrirdome : | OD 
when he was violently dragged forth and caſt as a | &c £m, 
pray tothe teeth of thoſe raging Epy:/t.uns. Nichol.es | Afts 6.5 | 
IE I 4 the 
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' thedeacon ioined himleltto the perſecuted Church, 
and yetatterward became a ring-leader & the head 
; ofa horrible wickednefle:tor ot him werethole N- 
 colaitans, $* John (peakerh of, ſo called. The like we 
| may ſee in 4nanazs and Saphira, that were content 
| to (ell their whole eſtate, and to giue halt of it to the 
| Church & yer bur hypocrites: yea Auſten thinketh, 
' as we ſhewed betore,that hypocrits may ſuffer mar- 
 tyr dome. tit be obiected,thar Chrift (ates theſe tmpo- 
Yaries are offended and goe back when perſecut 'on com- 
| meth becauſe of the word,and theretore that they can- 
| not goe thus farreas wee ſay; lanſwere that is to be 
; vnderf{tood of one kind of the ;emporaries, namely 
| thoſe thatare noted out by the fon;e ground ; and 
| not of the ſecond ſort of Temporaries, which are re- 
| preſented to vs by the thornie ground ; for the verie 
| riſe our Sautour vieth in that parable mult needes im- 
| Plie that as the /onze ground went beyond the h/2h- 
way ; lo the thornie goes beyond the flonie ; which 

' cannot be otherwile thenin this , that che thornie 
' grounds fruit can welindure the heat of the ſunne, 
and 1s not periſhed that way, as was the ſtonie 
; grounds, but onely by hir owne thornes. Of this 
' fort of Temporaries was 1ud.rs, Alexander and there(! 
 aboue-named, in whom the good ſeede was ouer- 
' throwen, not by the parching ſunne of perſecution, 
which in ſome mealure they indured , but by the 
choaking thornes oft couetouſneſſe,ambition,and ſuch 
like corrupt afteftions. The temporarie beleeuer 
| then may proceede thus farre to ſuffer : but yet as 
Paul telleth the Galathiansjn waine , becaulc hee fut- 
tereth not lincerely, and witha good minde : for 
he 
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he that ſuffereth aright,muſt ſuffer in genial ofhim- 
{eife, and his owne carnall attetions, according to 
; our Sautours direction giuento all ſuch , whom he 
: calleth ro be his diſciples. If any man, (aith he, will 
| be my Diſciple , he muſt denie himſelfe, andtake wp the 
| crofſe. It is not enough timplieto take vp the croſle, 
| bur firſt he mult denie himſelfe, and ſo rake vp the 
croſle. But the remporarie ſcekes himſelte in taking 
| vpthe croſſe. They are his owne proude, ambitt- 
| ous , vaineglorious , couetous aftettions that make 
| him toupeto take vp thecroſſe. The fruit of the 
thornie ground is able indeede to beare the heate of 
| the ſunne, and is not confumed therewith, as the 
 ſtonie grounds : but whats the reaſon ? becaule the 
| thornes couering it doe fenſe oft the ſunne. And 
| whats the reaſon our thornie temporarie is ſoready 
| ſometimes to run himlelte into the bryers of perle- 
| cution,bur that the thorne of ſume wicked luſt or 
| ther i a purre in his fide. Marke the beſt of the 
| temporaries in their ſufferings, and you thall ſee,that 
| tor allthe thornes of perſecution, wherewith the 
 aduerfarties prick them, they ſtill continue prick- 
ing their owne ſoules, with the thornes of coue- 
| touſneſſe, pride and vaine-glory. Theſe thornes 
| Pricks them forward to the (uftering of the other 
{ thornes z as in 1udzs hee looked oneday fora good 
| day, hee hoped to haue no meane place in Chriſt 
| temporall kinzdome, and withall in preſent he felr 
' the (weete of carying the bagge. He carried the 
croſſe on his back, that he might carry the bagge in | 
his hands, The delight and comfort hetooke in lick- 


| "ng ing his fingers after the receipt of the almes, made 
hum 
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him willingly indurethelitcle pain of his back. I he 
bag inthe hand was a itaffeand prop to vphold his 
back from linking vnder the burthen ot the Crolle 
The ſweetneſle, not of Gods loweſhead imo his heart, 
but of mans leueſhead into his hands was that , which 
allayed the ſowrenes of the croſſe. So with others, 
the coole winde not of Gogs, but of mens prailes 1s 
that which refrelherh them :n the skorching ot thus 
ſunne, and maketh them with ſume comtort bear e 
the heate of the day. Though 1 giue my body to be burned 
ſaith Pazl, and hawe not love, 1am nothing. Inlinua- 
ting that men may burne their bodies, as he Durnt 
Dianaes temple, of (cite-loue, oi loue of glory and 
fame in the world, and not ot :ny truc loue to 
God, or bis Church, Let vs not tien pleaſe our 
ſelues ouer much, it wee haue ſuttercy tomething 
tor the truth, becauſe, euen in (uiiering, the heart 1s 
deceittull ; but ſearch we our owne hearts , and ſec 
whether, as the adzer/arie periecutes the new man 
in vs, ſo wee thence take occaiion to perſecute the 
ould man in our (clues: whether we turne the (word, 
thruſt at vsto kill the lite of grace, to the opening 
of our impoſtumes: whether, as it were by one 
nayle driuing out another, wee viethe thornes of 
perſecution, as meanes and medicines againſt the 
thornes of couctouſneſſe, and worldlineſle. lt is an ill 
ligne, when wecan bearethe worlds yoke in perſecu- 
tion, and yet, at theſametime, not endure Gods yoke 
in mortification. Againe, examine wee the ground, 
andend of our ſufering, whether we can truly fay 
with Pawland the P/almi/?, The lowe of Chriſt conſtret- 
meth, for thy ſake we are killed, and we ſuffer all thinges 
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for the eletts ſake : tor as ve have ſhewed, couctouſ 
netle, pride, and vaine-glory letteth many on this 
worke, And, which 1s not all out fo bad, happily 
others may be torced by the teare of Gods iudge- 
ments,threatned againlt them,thar deny the truth. 
But then, as God {ſaid once to the lewes in the 
matter of faſting, haue yee faſted to mee , (0 heere al- 
ſo may he lay to vs in the matter of /ufferme ; Haue 
zee {ufjered for mee. And when wee {hall begin to 
tell Chrit of ſuch kinde of ſufferings, and ro fay 
with Peter,VIee haue left all and followed thee, he ma 

tw'tvs with the ſame an{were, wherewithall he then 
pinched 1«dzs, whom Peter included in the genera- 
litie of his ſpeach, Whoſoeuer ſball forſake henſes, 
Linds , exc. tor my names fake, fball receine an hun+ 
dreth fold. But «das, and (o all other temporarie be- 
lecucrs, whatſoeuer they haue ſuftered for Chriſt, it 
hath not beene for hu ſake, but for their owne. 
Therctore their ſufferings haue beene deceitfull : 
and as they would haue deceiued Chriſt by them, 

ſo afluredly Chrift (hall deceive them, in dif- 
appointing them of their hoped 


for rewarde. 
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Att. 


Cuar. IX. 


Of the deceit of the heart in iudging our ſelues better 
then we are. 


Nd of the ſecond dectit of the hart, in iudging 
'Y of our perſons, ſo much : The third tolloweth. 
And thar is, when we iudge our (clues to be berter, 
then indeed wearezwhen our bttle is thought a great 
deale, our mite of grace, a talent, our moat, abrame, 
our wolehill a mowntain,our [morking flaxe the ſlrong 
and blazive flame of ſome mighty bontire,our ſmall 
F995 height of perfection. Ot this deceit 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, when taxing the pride of the 
Corinthians,whereby they thought themſclues wi- 
ſer, then indecde they were, he thus writerh, Ze: no 
man deceine himſelfe : if any man among you ſerme to be 
wiſe, let him become a fool,gs c. Shewing that herein is 
theſelfe-deceit,when we arc better conceited of our 
ſelues, then there is cauſe. Heerein our deceitful! 
hearts are like to thoſc kind of glafſes, which repre- 
ſent things many degrees greater then in deed they | 
are. Thus the Cormtbian teachers looking vpon | 
themſclues in this falſe glaſſe, magnified Te. | 
aboue S. Paul himſclfe, whence was that modeſt re- 
prehenſion of the Apoſtle, Wee dare not compare our | 
ſelneswith them,and againe, yee are full,ye ratgne,&c 
This was the deceu of him that ſaide, al theſe awe 1 | 
kept from my youth, and (till it is to bee found in too. 
too many: notonely ſuch asthe old Perfedti/ts, and | 


| 


now the Papiſts: but cucnin the beſt of vs all, who | 
through 
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through ſelfe-loue, are nolefle afteted to our owne 
graces, then parents to their owne children , whom 
they victo accountthe faireſt of all others: hence a- 
riſe thoſe high thoughts, and ſtrong conceits of vur 
owne cxcellency, & lufticiency cuen for the weigh- 
tieſt matters. James and /ebhn,no doubt,had receiued 
ſome meaſure of Gragg and ſpirituall firength : but 
yet their owne decitfull hearts made them to ower- | 
prizs it, and boldly to tell Chri# asking them, Are Math,30.23. | 
yeable to drinke of my cup, to bee baptiſed with my Bap- 
tiſme? yes ; weare able. Alaſſe poore men,that could 
{carſeindure toſec Chriſt himſelfe drinke that cup, 
and therefore fled away when the cup was but com- 
ming towards him, how ſhould you be able then to 
drinke it of your ſcJues ? Thus Peters heart deceiued 
him inlike manner, when being bur a nowice,a freſh 
4 water ſouldrer,hee thought himiclfe able ro encoun- 
ter chole enemies that might iuſtly haue danted the 
old trained, and beſt exerciſed and experienced foul- 
diers. Chriſt knowing the meaſure of his ſtrength 
better then himſelfe,told him, ///hether 7 go now thou 
c inſt not follow mee , heereafter thou ſhalt. But Peters 
 deceittull hearr,thinking ir {elfe roo much diſabled, 
| anſwered, Why cannet 1 follow thee now > So true 
5 that,cuen in ſpirituallriches which Salomon ſpea- 
keth of the earthly, There & poore which maketh | Pro 1,7. 
| 


_—— — 
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h1mſelfe rich. Therefore excellently Dawid not igno- | 
rant of this deceit, after hee had proteſted concer- 
ning the ſoundneſle and zealc of his hatred of Gods 
wicked enemies, Doe 1 not hate them that hate thee ? 
yes, Thatethemnith a perfett hatred , addeth ( as 
ſomething miſtruſting his owne heart) Try wee + 
O 
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Prou.30,2. 


2.Cor.rz, 5. 


| 0 God, proxe me, namely whether I decciue not my 
ſelfe inthinking I haue more zeale, then indeede || 
| haue: ofthe two deceits ir is the better, and ſafer, to | 
 vnderualew our (clues; and with him that ſaid , [am | 
| not a man, 1 haue not the undertanding of a man 1n me, 
co thinke our ſeluesrather worſe, then any whit ber- | 
| rerthen in truth we be. 
| 


' ——— 


CHar. X. 
T be we of the firſt head of the hearts decentfulneſſe , 


or an earneſt exhortation to trie our ſelues whether 
we hanc overtaken the temporary. 


Etherto of the deceitfulneſſe of heart in iud- 
ging of our perſons : Itremaineth to ſpeake of 
the deceitfulneſſe in iudging of our ac71#ns : bur firit 
wee muſt conſider what vic wee ate to make of the 
former. 
The ſpeciall vie isthat of the Apoſtle , Trie your 
ſelues, examine your ſelues, whether ye are im the faith 
#7 9:0ur harts would make vs belecuewe were thus 
and thus: But the Scripture hath diſcouered our 
hearts vnto vs for noble impoſtors and decciuers. 
Now who is there, that would cafily belceue a 
knowne decciuer?Nay as it fareth with ſuch thar of- | 
ten deceiue by ſpeaking fal{ly, that they cannot bee | 
credited of vs whenthey ſpeake truely : the like ſul- 


} pition and icloufic ſhould we have theſe falſe hearts | 
| in, cucnthen when they giue in right judgement. 7 | 


know | 


— 
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know nothing by my ſelfe ſaith Paul, mine owne heart | »-Ccr,4,4+ 
doth not condemne me,ard yet I dare not be ouer- 
bould in bearing out my ſelfe vpon this iudgement, 
this ſentence of mine owne hart will not iultifie me. 
Much deceitmay be hidden therein: God , that is 
farre greater then our harts, ſees that in them which 
they ſee not themſclues: good reaſon haſt thou then 
my brother, ro miſtruſt —_—— of thine own | 
heart, concerning thy ſeffe, and thoſe fo peremprto- 
rie ſentences, whichit cauſeth thy mouthro vreer, 
that if there were but one man to be ſaued, thou art 
the man. Oh how many fleepers are there, that 
dreaime this dreame of a ſtrong aſlurance of their 
ſaluation, that both live and dye inthis dreame,and 
| ſo go downe menily to hell? where their paines ſhal] 
; ve greater, by howmuch their expeRation of them 
; through the deceitfulneſſe of their hearts , was the 
| lefſe. Is itnot paine enoughto be in hell, butthou 
| mutt needs increale the paine by this wicked , and 
; wiltul /e/ſe-Jecerutrg? Haue we then our cares inour 
| heads, and marke wee well the voyce of theſe our 
| hearts, when they ſuggeſt ſecretly vnto vs, Thou art 
| in goodcale, the child of God,the beloved of God. 
, Conſider we whether our owne hearts may not flat- 
; ter vs, whether the deuill may not delude vs.Reſt we 
not in our owne hearts voice, neither accept we the 
deceitfull applauſe thereo! ; bur as once 19{huah,ſee- 
ng the Angell, examined him, Art thos on our ſide, 
or on our aduerſaries,lo do we, heating theſe words, 
| try them whence they are : for the ere ſaith Elhu , } Tob-34,3- 
trieth words, as the ontwward words of other mens 
mouthes,ſo the inward words of our owa hatts. Say | | 
then 
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then to theſe words, tothis ſecret crie , whence art 
thou, commeſt thou from gods ſpirit, or from Sa- 
thin? As wee mult #ry the ſpirits , inthe outward 
wordes deliuered by men , fo allo in the ſecrer 
thoughts of our hart, ſpecially theſe concerning our 
owne eſtate to Godward , whether they bee the 
voice of Gods ſpirit, or of the euill ſpirit of error and 
illuſion, It was vile tor thoſe clawing flatteres to ſay 
vnto a man, T he voce of God : much more for vs to 
lay ſotothe Diuell himſelfe. And what do we llc, 
when wee apprehend and applaud his mocking 1llu- 
fions, and lying ſuggeſtions, as the oracle of God,and 
goe away with them, as if God, from heauen, had 
told vs we were his, Try we then theſe ſounds, be- 
fore we truſt them,% carefully examine the grounds 
which thy heart can ſhow ro make good her ſo con- 
fident aſſurance. Heere eſpecially remember tholc 
tearefull deceits of the Temporerie ; how like a truc 
belecuerhe is, and yet none; howneere hee comes 
to heauen doore, and yet enters not, how far he tra- 
uelsin the way to Canaan,cuen with thoſe /ſrael:res 
to Kadeſhbernea within eleuen daies journey of the 
land,and yetneuer ſecs it, neuer enioyes it, Gon is as 
farre off, asif he had ſittenftill in Egypt, and never 
ſtirred foote out of doore. Conſider ſeriouſly with 
thy ſelfe how tarre Pharaoh, Saul, 1ehu, Indas, Ahab 
and others haue gone 1n humiliation, ſorrow , de- 
ſire , zeale, reformation, and yer for all this haue 


gone to their owne place. Deale now vnpartiallic 
with thyſeltc, and cell mee whether thou Coe not 
come ſhort of many oftheſe, who yerneuer hadſt 
the heart,vpon the threatning of the word,torelent 
and 
oe 4 
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| and humblethy (elſe with Ahab,to confeſle thy (ins | 


there, and to follow poore Chriſt with 1nd as, Demas 


— — — 


and delire the praicrs ohGods children, with Fhara- | 
oh, to be affeed with toy in hearing the word, and | 


(practiſe many things with Herd, to bee zealous a-! 


gainſt {inne with /e/u,to loſe ome partof thy goods! 
with 4nan4s,to foriakethe world, and all thy hopes 


& others, much leſſero venterthy life with &lexan- 
derche copper-{mith,in cleauing rothe truth? may 
ſuch as theſe be wicked reprobares ,& yet wilt thou 
pleaſe thy ſelfe in a falſe conceiro! thine owne hap- 


| 


| 


'do behind true Chriſtians?For vnto one ofthis rank, 


zeale ; generally the common fort of them may bee 


pines,who commelt far fturtherbehind the then they 


our Sawior faith, T how art not far from the kinedom of 
heaxen;bur vnto thee it cannot be ſaid, that thou art 
not far from 7ehu, ludas Saul, Nicolu4, Alexander & 
other ſuch like #:9porarres : for they, ſome of them 
ſpecially, had many notable graces, ſo that Wicolas 
waschoſen Deacon by the Church, forthat reue- 
rend reſpe& they had of his gifts, 1uds wat an Apo- 
ſtle, and could both pray andpreach with great 


inwardly affetedin praier, conference, hearing the 
worde, teele many good motions, raſt of the pow- 
ers of the life rocome, feele ſome rellith in the pro- 
miſes, tremble atche threatnings, reforme all our- 
ward cortuptions of life as we haue alreadyſhewed. 
And thou that makelt thy ſclfe ſo ſure of heaven art 
happely a deſpiſcr of the worde and praier, a ſenſe- 


leſle blocke,thatneuer feeleſt the leaſt glimpſe of a- 
|ny ſpirituall motion, 2 muddy worldling,, that canſt 
= raiſe vp thy ſpirit out of the mucke ofthe carth , 
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 intothe heauens , to conceiue any one pure or ret1- 
' ned thought. Why then haſt thou not the wit thus 
' to thinke with thy ſclfe? Whar?thoſe that are Saints 
| and Angels inregard of mee, are they yetdecciucd 
in judging themicluesto be inſtateof ſaluation?how 
| grolſe then is my errour, in being thus conceited of 
| my {elfe? It lome that haue jourvied in the wilder- 
| nelle to K:deſhharnea, ſhall yet neuer evter into God's 
ret, hail choſe, tharneuer left Egypt? Is the ſtonic 
' ground reprobate ground ? and can the high wate 
 pround be good? 

Acslong then asthou art caſt behind the rempo- 
rarie,thou art miſerably deceiued , if thou thinkeſt 
well of thy ſelfe. So alſo art thou, though thou halt 
attained vnto himyvnleſſe withal thou outſtriphim, 
attaining to that which no 7 emporarie, as long as a 
Temporarie, either is or can be. O thou wilt ſay 
| whats that? Ax/.1 hauec alreadythewediitin the de- 
tection of the particular deceitsot the temporarie, 

yet thus much may be added. The chicfe difference 

our Sauiour, in the parable, maketh betwixt the 
beſt ofthe other grounds, andthe good,js this ; that 
thoſe onely fenified by the good ground, had good 
' and hon: # hearts: for the Zo7ie and thor"te hearers 
| brought forth fruit, but they wanted this ſame good 
| and hoxeſt heart, and in ſteed thereof, had either a 
| ſtony, or thornie : ſee then what it is wherein the 
true Chriſtian excelleththe Temporary,namely, rhe 
| good and the honeft heart. The honeſty of the heart is 


{ tobeercferred tothe intentsit hath in the doing of 


particular ations: ſothat is an honeſt heart which 
aunes at the right inthat ſhe doth. The goodnes of 
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| 
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theheart is to bee referred tothe inward renewed 
goodqualities. Sothat a good hart is a hart which 
by regeneration is changed; clenſed and purged of 
the former naughtineſle, and ſo indued with ano- 
cher kind of nature, and diſpoſition, whereby it ha- 
teth all ſinne, and loueth, ſauoureth, and afteeth 
chings ſpiritual. Heere then is that we muſt narrow- 
ly examineourſelues by, if we will not be deceiued 
by our owne harts,in judging our ſelues to be Gods 
children, when we are not. // any man laith Paul, bee 
m Chriſt he muſt become « new creature, He muſt kaue 
that ſame cleane heart of the Proper created inhim, 
and that ſame right /pirit renewed in him. Hee muſt 
be renewedin the very ſpirit of his mind,in the moſt 
inward and ſubtle parts of the foule, as it were the 
quinteſſenceot it. And this happely may alſo be the 
meaning of the Apoſtle , praying for the Theſ/aloni- 
axs,that they might bee /ant7ified throuzhout im their 
ſoules, bodies and ſpirits: by ſpirit vnderſtanding the 
ſamething that inthe otherplace to the Romaner, 
the beſt and choyſeſt of both the parts, both ſoule, 
and body. Heere is the mainedefect of the Tempo- 
rarie. Though hee may {eemeto beerenewed in his 
mind;yet not in the /prrit of 4s mind: to be ſanftified 
in ſoule & body,yet nor in the brit and quinteſſence 
of both. Hee reſerues that for ſome {inne or other, 
which is cloſely harboured, & nourithed there. Like 
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| 


as the thornes haue as it were the beſt ſpirits of rhe 
! ground, and doe drinke vp the very creame,& flower 
therof,ſo thatthe fruit comes tonothing, being rob- 
bed of itnouriſhment by the thornes . Not bur that 
there may be and are many ſecret corruptions in the 
| K 2 rrulic 
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= regenerate : for cuen the good ground ma 


haue thornes: but yet theſe corruptions incroch not 
vpon the ſpiric of the ſoule; thats reſerued for the 
race and ſpirit of Godztheſe thornes get not the fat 
of the ſoile; the good corne feedes on that; the 
thornes doe not grow vp together with, &ſo aſcend 
and climbe vp aboue, and ouertop the good fruite z 
nay the good man plaics the good husband, and is e- 
uer and anon cutting vp thoſe thornes, thereafter as 
hee feeles them. Therefore it is ſaide excellently of 
the good ground, that ic bringeth forth fruit encrca- 
fong and + "6 which ſeemes to be ſpoken in op- 
poſition to therhornie ground, of which it was ſaide, 
that the thornes grew vp and aſcended, namely a- 
boue the corne. Burt in the good ground, though 
there may be thornes , yet the corne aſcends abouc 
the thornes, grace is ſuperiour to corruption, and 
kecpes it vnder, 
Let vs not then deceiue our ſelues with the tem- 


| 
| 


ons, ſome good affetions of oy , feare, ſorrow, or 
luch like,if there be but any one thorne,cither of co- 


| uetouſneſle, asin /udas, Dewas,Simou Magus, orof 


| xrue Chriſtians, as long as his intereft in our hearts | 
| continues, aslong as he may haue ſure hold of vs,by | 


vaineglory and ambition, as in /e/»,4gr/pp4,or of 
any other naughty affection, it is enough to choake | 
all grace, and ſterue all goodneſic; ſorhar, as our | 
Sauiour ſpeaketh,we muſt needs beco-e vuſruntf 4, 
The Diuell can bee content to let vs pray,preach, 
heare and doe all theſe things with ſoine feeling and 
aftection, and hereuponto iudge our felues to bee 


| 


any 


— 
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any onercigning ſinne. For right wel doth he know, 
whatſocuer good we conceiue of ourſelues,we doe 
but decciue ourſelues, we are ſti]! asitisſaide of S7- 
mon Magus, inthe gall of bitterneſſe, andin the bond of 
iniquity. It ſtands vs in hand therefore throughly to 
gagetheſe deepe hearts,cuen tothe bottome, and 
tocryewith Dauid, trye me O Lord;prooue mee, whe- 
ther there be any way of wickednes in me. If there bee a | 
thorne in thy foore, thou canſt goe bur haltingly, if | 
any inordinate luſt ordeſire bee ingrafted intothy | 
affe&ions,though with Agripps thou mailt be much 
mooued with the preaching of the word, yer with 
him thou arc bur an halfe and an halting Chriſtian. 
Doth the louc of worldly honour, pompe,praiſc and 
| profit preuaile in thee, then know(thou ſpirituall a- 
dulrerer, or adultereſſe)that the lowe of the world « 
enmity with God, and that in whom the lone of this 
world i in him dwelleth not the loue of the Father.Ne- 
uer then bleſſe thy ſoulein any of thy good deſires, 
| or affetions. How canſt thou beleeue when thow (cekeſt 
2/ory of man, and not of Goa? (ſaith our Sawiour: neuer 
tell me that thou burnelt in holy feelings, as long as | 
thou burneft no otherwiſe, then the buſh , which 
burned, but conſumed not ; as long as the inward 
corruption of thy heart remaines vnwafted , for all 
theſc burnings,thou mailt burne in hell for cuer.Reſt 
{not then in thy deceiucablefeelings and Aaſhingsof 
| toy. Though theſe thy feelings,defires, and motions f 
' be good, and come not alwaics from Sathanical illu- | 
| ſton, butotherwhile from the ſpirir oft God, as the | 
Scriptureplainly teacheth; yer they are not ſuthici- | 
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ent. It is well indeede that thou art come further |yc6.s.,, 
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ghen the common ſort ofthe world, who know not | 
what theſe feelings meane,that being the ſtonie, or 
thornie ground,thou art neerer tothe nature of the 
good ground, then the high way ground: but what? 
becauſe thou art come thus far inthe way,wilethou 
gono further? doſt thou thertore think thy ſelte well 
enough? no : as our Sauiour faid to that yong man, 
lo ſayItothee , One thing « yet wanting : this ſame 
good and mortified heart. There lies in thee ſome 
leauenofhypocrifie,that muſt needs be purged our, 
{ome roote of bitterneſſe,that mult needs bee wee- 
ded vp, ſome thornesof couetouſneſle,pride,vainc- 
glory,that muſt needs be cut downe. Lo, my bro- 
ther, thou art come out of «&gypr, thou haſt gone a 
great way in the wilderneſle, thou art not now farre 
trom Canaan, thou art come eucnto the very next 
borders : two or three ſtrides more would ſet thee in 
thelandit ſelfe. Wilt thou now fooliſhly mocke | 
thy ſelfe ro thinke thy felfe in Cavan, becauſe thou | 
art on Mount Nebo within fight ot it, and ſo goe no | 
further? Wilt thou chus looſe allthy other labour | 
and trauaile? haſt thou done fo many things, /«ffe- | 
red ſo many thinzs in vaine ? haſt thou thertore pray- 
ed, preached,heard,read, conferred, faſted, and ſuf 
tered the tants of the wicked all this while tor no + | 
cher end but to goto hell together with them ? Oh | 
take A little paines more; thou haſt many goodly 
graces,and they make thee to ſhine, as a goodly & 
beautifull temple of the holy Ghoſt. Onely one 
thing is wanting; there is ſome errour inthe founda- 
tion; I doubr me, itis ſandie; thou muſtneeds digge 


2 little deeper : get alittle more humility of ſpurie, 
and 
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and truth and purity ot heart , orelſe whena ſtorme 
| ' comes, al thy otherlabour about the building will 
| | beloſt. I am the more earneſt in this exhortation, | 
| becauſe of thoſefearetull (ſhipwracks , which many 
| (hips richly laden with many pretious 1ewels of 
grace, haue ſuffered,inall ages, vpon this rocke of; 
4n cuill, and vnrenewed heart. O then take heed of 
ic, as the very bane and poyſon of all grace, and (o| 
the onely cauſe of thoſe many deceits of the tempo- | 
porary belceuer, Enter therefore into thoſe darke 
cloſets of thy heart, take the {12h of the word, in the | | 
one hand, and the ſword of the pirtt , in the other : | | 
and whatſocuer Agagite or Amalekitethar light ſhal | 
| diſcouer, kill, ſpare none with Sas/ , make hauocke | 
of all, an vniuerſal diſtruftion:ſaue but one,and thou 
| de{troieſt rhy ſelfe, Wharſocuer bee the outward 
| flouriſhing ſhow of thy graces, ifſome (inne lye co 
| uered vnder them at the core, it will poyſon and rot 
| them.Oh how much better to haue grace lye in the 
| heart, coucred vnder many corruptions, 25 it doeth 
often in the regenerate! for, when corruption lies at 
the hart,couered vnder many outward graces, then 
it cates vp and deuoures the nouriſhment which 
| graceſhouldreceiue from the heart, and ſo our gra- | 
ces become leane ftirue/imes, and intime the thorns 
[that at firſt lay hid, ſprout forth, and ouergrow the 
| | come, and ſo wnhappilydath thoſe hopefull begin- 
| nings , which ſeemed topromile a very large &am- 
' ple harueſt. Contrarily, though a man hane many, 
' inany corruptions, and yet truth of grace lye ſecret- 
Bi inthe heart, itwill, by little and lictle eat out all 
| thoſe corruptions. Weſee then what it is wee muſt | 
Es K 4 ſpe-| 
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| nee-.- Es for, it we would de treed from that 

eccit of heart, wierewith the Temporarte is begut- 
led, with whom the Diuell plaicth, as the cat doth 
with the mouſe. Hee lets them in ſome fort go our 
of his hands,jn thathe giueth them leaue ro do ma- 


uy things, and doth not hinder them intheir ioy,and 


alacrity of ſpirit, or feruency of zeale, in which re- 
gardhe 1s ſaid tobe calt out inthe Golpell; but yer 
as the cat will haue the mouſe ſtill within her reach, 
thatifſhe offer torun away, ſhee may preſently ap- 
' prehend hir : euen ſo doth the Deuill heere : hee is 


- —— 


ureto haue thee within the reach of his paw, as 
long as thy heart within is polluted with the loue of 


' any one finne:ſee then if thou canſt deceiue this ro- 
ring Lion, thus ſporting with thee (as ſometime we 
ſce the poore mouſe dorh the cat) wholly eſcaping 
from him, by thruſting out that one finne, thar ſtil 
pofleſſeth and defileth thy heart,aud in ſteed there- 
of intertaining the word and ſpirit of Go. Till thou 
 doſt chis,thou art but in a damnable caſe, whatſoc- 
ner thy flattering hearrtels thee , thou mult with 
Daxid refraine from encry euil way,before thou can 
be the true child of God, a true keeper of his worde. 
Ihe refrained my feete (that is my aftetions) from 
every entl/ way, that is from the loue and delight 
thereof, that Imight keepe thy worde. And lames tells 
thee, that onely that one ſinne of an vngouerned 
tongue is ſufficient to diſcouer the falſeneſle of thy 
religion,what cuer be thy profcſhon. 


Chap. 
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Of the deceit of the heart in ging directions for our 
actions. 


| Auing thus ſpoken ofthe firft part of the de- 
| ceittulnetle of mans heart in 1udging, namely | 
| in iudging of perſons, now wee come to the ſecond 
in iudging of actions. And this 1s two-told,in fore- 
tudeing, in after-wdging. The tudgement of aduiſe, 
| and direction tor the doing: and the 1udgement of 
cenſure, and ſometimes correct1op after the doing of 
the actions. 
The deceits of the former kindeare almoſt inh- 
; nite. The booke would (well to much,and I ſhould 
but wearie my lelfe and the Reader, largely to pro- | 
ſecute them all. Only 1 will pointat ſome of the 
| chieteſt heads : Theſe deceits therefore for direction 
arceither in regird of the zules tor the gouernment 
of our actions, or of the a&:0ons themiclues. 
 Forthez{es, our deceitfull hearts preſcribe ſpe- 
ciauly three deceittull rutes, to ſquare our ations 
by. Firit, che light of natural wi/dome; which being 
{o much degenerated tio that at the firſt creation, 
&ofaclearethining lampe, become a itinking ſnut, 
; who lceth not that this light is plaine darkeneſle it 
| felte.The wiſaome of the fleſ1,ts enmity to God.Secodly, 


' 
\ 


| the cu/tome of the times and examples of the multi- 
| tude. Asthough the way of manners were like the 
| way to great market-townes,to be knowne by the | 


| mulcitude of foote-ſteps trampling and beating v- | 


pon 
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pon it?or as though men thould be lo lilly as lheep, 
to follow whetherſocuer their comp:inions leadc 
them ? tor ſurely how many things are there done 
which would argue the doers,cither /veep!/>!y ſimple, 
or raginzly farious, it they did them alone, or with 
tew companions ; whereas now the multitude of 
their companions in madnefle, the only prootthey 
haue to prooue themlclues1n their right mindes. 
Thirdly, our owne zntention and meaning that it it 
be good, then fo 1s the attionallo,which the Scrip- 
ture refuterth by the example of Y=24h. Thele are 
crooked rules and blinde guides, which blinded 
and deceiued hearts chuſe to themlelues. But heere 
that of Salomon 1s true. There is a wate that ſeemeth 
goodin a mans owne eies, but the iſſues thereof are the 
wates of death. 

The deceit of the heart in iudging of thea&tions 
themſclues 1s either againſt the whole law, in gene- 
rall, or in ſpecrall, againtt either table. All which to 
name were endlefle. \Vee will only cull out ſome ot 
the principall. 

Firlt,againit the whole law I obſcrue three more | 
ſpeciall deceits. 

I. That thoughts are free , that we ſhall not bee 
accountable ro God tor them. Paul himſelf, though | 

a learned Phariſee;yet was thus deceived in judging | 
of thoughts, not conſented to, which are forbid- 
denin thetenth commandement. / had nor knowne 
(faith he of himſelte in his Phariſa;ſme) that luſt had 
beene ſinne, wnleſſe the law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not luft. 
Bur the groſleneſſe of this deceit may eaſily ap- | 

| 


peare : for what reaſon 1s there, that the acfour of 
treaſon! 
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treaſou thould be puniſhed, and the firſt pl otter and 
contriner ſhould ſcape ? Now the hirit beginning, & 
hatching otany linne 15 firlt in the thoughts of che 
| heart. And it Kings wil haue their ſervants in their 
' accounts anſwer euen tor pence, why maynot God 
call vs to a reckoning euen tbr our [malleſt debrs ? 

And it men puniſh wordsand deeds, becauſe they 


; niſh our thoughts which hee knowes farre better, 
| then any man can doe our outward ations ! Wee 
| mult therctore make conlience otthe idle rouings 
of our braincs, our very thoughts and 1maginati- 
| ons mult ltoupe,and do homage to God,who hath 
| required of vsto beloued with all owr thoughts , and 
'biddeth vs tremble euen at the very hrit riling of e- 
; ui!] choughts and motions in our hearts and /iz: not. 
; Buralas many doe inuert the ſentence and in this 
| wen very boldly /unne,and ixemble not. 
| That words ave but wide : yea butthey are 
cha winde as (hall blow thee violently into hell, 
| and ſhall bethe bellowes to kindle, yeathe tuellto 
| tcede the flames of that \ nquench; 1b; e tire. For by 
' thy words thou ſhalt bee iuſtified, and by thy wordes thou 
ſhalt bee condemned , and for cuery idie worde mult 
thou give account to God at laſt day, vnleile Chriſt 
| haue ginenahcount for it before. \Vhar a dotage 
| isthis to thinke,that our tongue, our glory, may bee 
; made our ſhame, obr greatelt ornament, our fou- 
| leſt deformity,our belt, and yet withall one ot our 
| leaſt members, a orla of wickedne(/e. 
3. That, The outward workes of the Law are ſuffict- 
ext. That inthe fir{trable, ic is enough to come to 
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ſecand know them, why then ſhould not God pu- | 
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Church, and tomumble ouer a few praicrs in ones 
bed,&c : in the ſecond enough to liue quietly and 
pay euery man his owne,and not to breake our into 
{candalls.This deceit poſſeſſed the Phariſees , who 
intheir interpretation of the Law, reſtrained the 
prohibitions of murther and adultery to outward 
groſſe murther and adulteric. So their Phyl:- 
feries were not ſo broad, but their expoſitions of 
the Law were as narrow. In the ſame errovr was he, 
that hearing the commandements of the ſecond ta- 
ble rehearſed tohim by our Sautowr, anſwered, A# 
Math,19,20- | theſe haue I kept from my youth: but wee muſt know 
thatthe Law in euery commandement is ſpiritual, 
{ z.Agzinſt ei- | and binds the heart as well as the hand. 
ther cable. Againſtthe firſt table theſe decerts. 
oa | 1. Thatthe workesof the firſt rable are inferiour 
tothe ſecond: hence is that opinion, thar it is caſicr 
to Joue God then ourneighbour. Hence alſoit is, 
that rhere is ofren ſeuerer diſcipline againſt drun- 
| kenneſle, theft, blaſpheming of great men, then a- 
| gainſt 8 97-yE of the Sabaoths, blaſphemous 
| oaths, and other ſuch like as great breaches of the 
firſt table, as the named (innes are ofthe ſecond. 
Whereas yet the fr/t and great commaundement «, | 
Thouſhalt lone the Lord thy God. 2. That God may | 
| be worſhipped according roour owne deuiſe, with- } 
| mynx4/« | Outthe warrant of his owne word:hence that Athe- | 
02-75, gy iſticall ewn-religion,and that opinion that al religi- 
ome | ons dowel, a man may beſaued in any: hence thoſe 
ſwarmes of wil-workes, and worſhips , which natu- 
rally we preferre before thoſe commanded by God. 
| Bur ſhall the King ſet downe himſelfe the rule of his | 
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- | other way, which they tooke,to bee better for their 


| maſt hee ſcat him him thelefle, only becauſe hee 
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owne honour to be peformed by his ſubiets, & not 
leauc it free to cuery country cxowne, todo as they 
li: and ſhall we, farre more vnableto {ct downe a- 
ny faſhions for Gods religion , then the rudeſt ru- 
ſticke is for a Kings ciuill worſhip, ſhall wee, I fay, | 
rake vpon vs to determine ought of our ſelues, mn 
Gods worſhip ? Men haue thougitit a diſparage- | 
menttothem , when theirſeruants being comman- | 


not yet in contempt, but becauſe they did ſee that 


Maſters purpoſe , then that which was commanded 
them. Craſ/#s cauſed his maſon to be whipped, for 
that beeing commaunded to fend him the greater 


knew itto be fitter for the turne whereto hee would 
vieit. Domenthusſtand vpon it ? fooliſh mers, will 
they haue their owne waics followed , without gz- 
uing place to the better courſes of their interiours; 
and can God, whole foo/r/hneſſe is wiler then our beſt 
wiledome, can he take it well, that our folly ſhould 
thus take head tot ſelfe, preſumiag to checke, and 


correct his wiſedome? 


ceits; as, That euery man may beforhimſelte, and 


Againſt the ſecond Table there are allo many de- | 
| 


make the moſt of his owne, and doe with his owne | 
| ashe liſt; that the officiows and porting ly is nothing, | 


whereas Gal. 1. 10 wee mult not ſpeake trueth to 


 pleafe men,muchleflethen lye:that ic isthe ligne of | 


a baſe wind,toput vp an iniurie,whichyerthe ſcrip- 
ture termeth owr glorie,and an hundred ſuchlike.Bur | 
me thinks 1t is vnlauory raking in this duoghil,, let vs | 
there- 
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therefore leaue this point, and come to the hearts 
iudgement of ations after they bee done, and ſce 
how thart alſo is deceitful, 
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The deceitful indgement of the heart in c:nſuring 
our actions alrcady done, and more ſpecially the 
ſhifts it vſeth for excuſine of ſinfull aitions. 

OW irtisdeceitfull not onely in the ſentence 
it paſſeth vppon eaz// ations, bur allo vpon 
good. 

1. For good ations, two waics, firſt by condem- 
ning the innocent,and accuſing vs for them,as it we 
had {inned; aswhen an _Anabeprifts conſcience ac- 
cuſeth him for ſwearing before alawful magiſtrate, 


lawfully exaQting it, when a Paprfts for cating an 


eggcin Lent. 2. by ſetting the good, we haue done 
ato high arate, making a great dealeof nothing. 
2. Foreuill ations, the iudgement of our hearts 
is deceitfull wo wates. 
Firſt, in iuſtifying the guilty, acquitting vs for 
them asif wee had done well; as thoſe our Saurour 


this deceitisthe ſtronger,it the ſinne bee happie in 
ſucceſſe. Then vile wickedneſſe ſhal be graced with 
the name of vertue it ſelfe. Droniſins after his ſpoile 


of anidols temple , finding the winds fauourable in 
his navigation: lo,ſaith he , how the gods approve 
of ſacriledge. Hee bleſſed himſelfe in his ſuppoſed 


fa- | 
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ſpeaketh of, that ſhould indge ofthe murther of the | 
Apeſtles,as of good ſeruice performed to God. And | 
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ſacriledge,becauſe ofthe good lucceſle that inſued, l 
This was likely alſo to be /eroboams deceir, that his 
calues were not ſo euill, when he ſaw how the Pro- | ,K.,n25,12 2. 
phert, which fo thundred againſt them, was atrer- | 24,33: 
ward {laine of a Lion. This alſo was the deceite of 
thoſe wiues in Jeremre, that iuſtihed their idolatrous 
 incenſing to the Lucene of heauen,by the plenty and 
peace then enioyed in regard of that ſcarceneſle, 
which followed the leaving of that idolatry. Like as 
many ofthe 1(raelites,when they were brought into 
the deſart,where was want of allthings, inregard of 
that which was in Aegypr, they preferred _Hegyprias 
now many, blinded with the ſame deceit,prgter po- 
| perie inthe ſamereſpe&R, before the Goſpel!. Bur tor 
the deliuering of our ſelues from this deceit, wee 
muſt know, that we muſt judge of the goodnefle of 
the /ucc'ſ/-,by the goodneſle ofthe attron ,nor con- 
trarily of the goodnes of the ac#io9n , by the goodnes 
of the ſucceſ/e. 

Neither is this deceit, of judging our (infull a&ti- 
ons, lawful, and good, properonely to the blinde 
| worldlings, bur incident alſo to thoſe, that haue 
| ome knowledge,and tenſe of religion, yea often to 
| the truely godly themfelues. Pawid cries out , who| Plal,rg.ns, | 
| knoweth the errours of his waies ? How many lecret 
 linnes haue the beſt , which they are ſo farre from 
| accomnting ſinnes, that they beare themſelues out 
; in them, as iuſt and warrantable ? Of this kinde was 
the Polyzamy of the Patriarchs, whoſe living and dy- 

ing in that finne, without ſpeciall repentance for it, 

5to be imputed to this deceirfulneſfe ofhearr, wee 

| now ſpeake of. And ſono doubr is it {till with vs,that 
many | 
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many {1nnes goe current with vs , withour the leaſt 
checke, in regard of the generall ſway of the times. 
Bur this deccitis farre more gricuous in ſome, who 
being lomething like true Chriſtians , (but indeede 
arenot) are often touly 1iluded by $.1than. So that as 
once /o/ephtooke the conception of the holyGhoſft to 
be an adulrcrousſeede; fo theſe men contrarily take 
adulterous concepri ns, that is ſome thoughts and 
aftcfions which ſpring from pride, and vaineglory, 
to be ſpirituall conceptions of the holy Cheſt, and ro 
come from zeale,and piety; and as once E/; & thoſe 
mockers 4%&#s 2. imputed the true worke of the /þ:- 
rit to drunkenneſſe:lo theſe through the deceitfulnes 
of their hearts, father vpon the ſpirit certaine moti- 
ons and actions, that arc indeede the fruite of a cer- 
raine kind of drankenneſſe and giddineſſe of intoxica- 
red minds. : 

The ſecond thing,whereintke iudgement of the 
heart touching our {innes ſhewes ir deceitfulnes , is 
this; That it the ation bee ſo groſle, as that it can- 
notbe excuſed in it ſelfe, yet to excule it, as it was 
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done by vs. Thatthough it cannot excuſe it whol- 
lie, yerit will yy extenuate it, making it 
| tobe in vs, and as we did it, but a veniall,aperty and 
| pa:donable finne. As the vniuſt ſteward in the Goſ- 


, 
: 


| pell for a hundred pounds ſer downe fifty , ſo dealc | 
| we, nay farre worſe, with ourdebts to God, rhat is 
| ourſins. Talents are made farthings : and farthings| 
| meere nothings. Great fins are made little ({innes ; 
| andlittle finnes no {innes. And heere eſpecially doth 
| the cunning deceitfulneſſe of the heart excell. Jr. 
; dothſoſtraine and ſtretch it wits, cucn as it were on 


renter 
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renter hookes for to finde our excuſes, as it were fig- 

leaues to couer ournakedneſle, and thickets to lurke 
in, it it wightbe vneſpicd by God himſelte. This is 

| that deceit Danwid meant when hee faid,be/ſed i that 

ma" in whoſe heart there u no Guile, namely to minle 

or mittigate the gricuouſnes of his ſinne, by the in- 
vention of wittic and eolourable excuſes , and cxte- | 
nuations. And this,asit may ſeeme,he ſpake out of 
his own experience in that his grieuous finne, inthe 
matter of /714h, For inthis point the Scripture tax- 
eth him for want of vprightneſle of heart, and ther- 
fore alſo himſelfe at length , in his repentance, ta- 
king noticeot it in himſelte, crieth out, © Zord thes Plaly 1. 6. 
loueſt the truth in the inward parts, therby implying, 
| that in that ſinne hee had diſcouered much deceit 
and want of trueth and vprightneſle ; now in what 
more then in this,that he /ewed c#ſhions under hu el- | 
 bowes,that he might (leepe ſecurely in his finne,and | 


| 


Plalm, y2,2. | 


| after he had built the wall, he daubed it with the wn- | Exe.1;.10.10 | 
| tempered morter of his owne vaine and friuoloils ex- | 
' cuſes; as that a King had equall authority ouer al his | 
ſubiets, and therefore,ſfince ſome muſt needs be ex- | 
poſed to moreperill inthe warres then others, hee | 
might as well put 744þro that hard lot, as another ; | 
that as long as Yriah was not {laine with his owne 
| hands, but in the warres, hee was not guilty of his 
'death, and diuers ſuch like inuentions. And who 
| ſhallnot in ſome meaſure diſcerne this deceit? how 
' bufily will our hearts lay about them to finde | 
; lomepretence or other forthe leſſening of our fins, | 
I& make them ſeeme eſſe odious and vglic then in- | 
deed they are? So that,though, whenwee come to 
L giue: 
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' giue tudgement, we cannot wholly tree our ſclues, 
| but mult needes giue in the verdi&t againſt our 
 ſelues, yet we will doe itasfauorablie, and with as 
' great reſpect as may be, Like Dauidthat when hee 
could not but ſend his ſubic&s againſt Abſalom, yer 
| 1 illed them to haue ſpecial care ot not hurting him. 
| But when our deceitfull hearts would vrge vs to 
| {ew this fzuor to our Ab/aloms to our darling ins, 
 weihoulid no more regard them then Joab did Da- 
 #id; charge concerning Abſalom,but with ſktomacke 
' and courage run them through with the rwo ed- 
 ged ſiyord of the [pirit, and not as vſually wee doe, 

onely giuethem a lictle pinch with our hinger, or 
pricke wha pinne. But let vs ſee the particulari- 


ties of thele deceittull excuſes. 
| Thehirſt is, to plead the corruption of nature, O 
ay ſome,when they areiuſtly chaleng'd,we are bur 
| lelhand bloud, borne in linne,our corrupt nature 
| asa mighty [treame carries vs away violently. Wee 
are but weak fraile menzno Saints, no Angels. Theſe 
fee not that this is ſo farre from leſſening,that it ra- 
ther aggrauateth their ſinne. For as the Philoſopher 
fates otthole that excuſe their linne by drunken- 
neſle,that they deſerue dowble punithment, firit tor 
thedrunkenneſle,then for the linne committed in, 
and by their drunkenneſle: fo likewiſe is it heere. 
Wedeſeruc double dination, firſt for this corrup- 
tion of our nature, and then for the fruites of it, in 
ouractuall tranſgreſſions ; becauſe as the drunkard 
is the cauſe of his owne drunkennefle, fo wee like- 
wiſe ot our owne corruption of nature, for God 
| made vs holy and righteous, after his owne image, 
but 
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but we our ſelues in our firſt parents dehled & cor- 
rupted this holy nature, And thertore Dauid when 
in that penitentiall Plalme his repenting heart euen 
ſtudied with it ſelte, how to make his tinne out of 
meaſure (infull, and toraiſe it vp to the higheſt de- 
gree of rebellion, he bringeth in the mention ot his 
corrupt nature,as an amplification thereof, 1x finne 
was I concemed,and m iniquity brought forth. And lealt 
ieighe be thought that he did cunningly alleadge 
it to leſſen his linne, headdeth, Thou loneſt the truth, 
no ſuch deceittull cloaking. 


holy and godly men, ſpecially thole in the Scrip- 
ture; as Dauids adultery, Peters deniall , Lots incelt, 
Noahs drunkenneſſe,&c, How many are there that 
vpon theſe examples,doe beareand boulſter them- 
ſelues out in theſameor the like linnes? But what a 
ſtrange deceit is this,that that which increaleth ſin, 
ſhould be vied as a diminution thereot?tor by how 
much the perſon that ſinneth is greater, by ſo much 
alſo is the linne it ſelte. Adultery by Dauids exam- 


ple was made ſo much the viler, by how much Da- 


; vids holines exceeded others. Againe what a grofle 


| ment of feare, ſhould bee made an argument ot bo/:- 


| 


ſein (inning : tor who in hisright minde would 


| not reaſon thus with himſelfe? Did Dauzd, Peter, & 


| other ſuch worthies fall ſo dangerouſly ,that had fo 
excellent a meaſure of the ſpirit? oh then it (tandeth 


mein hand to looketo m y ſelte, whoſe feet arc farre 
' more teeble,and ſtand in far more ſlippery ground. 
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with vs on earth, asthere would bee diuers other 
matters of griefe vnto them, ſo I thinke nothing 
more, then to ſce the horrible abuſe, asof their v:r- 
tues, lo of their imperfections; of their vertues, when 
inthatregard, they are dehiled, by the ſuperſtitious 
idolater : of their infirmitres & impertetions, when 
for them,they are made the parrones of hatetul and 
(hamefuli deformities by the looſe libertine. As it 
would grieue them to {ce thole vertues, the weake- 
neflewhereofmade them total downe before God, 
in -umil:ation,to be raiſed vp to ſuch an height,as to 
make others tal down to them in adoration: loallo to 
ſee their (ins, which wrought ſhame in themſclues,to 
worke impudencie inothers. If Dauid had committed 
adultery,asthinking itnoſuch great matrer,becauſc 
of the example of ſome Prophet betore him , there 
had bin ſome more colour in this excuſe. But Darid 
fell,only through his own cocupiſcenſe,nort vpo any 
patronage of holy mens examples : A Prophet with 
his words rebaked him for his fin. No Prophet with 
his deeds fleſhed him r# his fin:why dueſt thou loue 
in thy lelte that which Dawid hated in himſelfe ? | 
To conchude this po int;the examples of holy men 
| in thirgs imirable are comparcd by the holy Gho#? to | 
| the J/raelttes cloud, that led them inthe wilderneſle. 
Buttcheic vowarrantable examples are like the black | 
part ofthe cloud , which wholocuer ſhall tollow, 
with theſe Zgyptians,rogether with them he is like 
to bee drowned in the ſea of eternall deftruftion. 
Thethird thiftis their /2norance, and want of lear- 
ning. They ſay they arc no ſchollers,nor book-lear- 
ned. And therefore, howlocuer theſe things they are 
Ac- 


| 
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accuſed of, would be ſcarſe tolerable in others, yer 


1 of this deceit, we muſt vnderſtand , that there is a 
twofold ignorance. A plaine & /imple ignorance,& al- 
ſo a wilfull & affe&ed.The plain & fhmple ignorice, 
chough it may extenuate, yet it cannor altogether 
excuſe. The 1gnorance of thy princes Lawes will 
not excuſe thee in his Court, and thinkeſt thou that 
in Gods court, who is farre ſeuerer then any morrtall 
wight, the plea of ignorance ſhall be heard? for as 
the Princes lawes are printed and publiſhed, 8& ther- 
fore may be knowne,vnleflc we bee either careleſſe 
or miltull; ſo allo are Gods. Artthou then ignorant ? 
the fault is thine owne,it cannot therefore {aue thee 
harmles.No, the ſeruat not knowing his Maſters wil 
muſt be bere with ſome ſtripes,it he do it not, thogh 
not with ſo many,as hee,thatknowng it, does itnor. 
Butyer,it his ignorance,bethe 2. kindof ignorance, 
wilfUl & affected,then he ſhall be beten with as ma- 
ny,it not more: for this kind of ignorance increaſeth 
the fin rather, then any whit leſſens it, & here, as in 
the calc of drunkennes, dubble puniſhment is wor- 
thily deſerued; becauſe they do willingly ſhut their 
owne cies that they mightnot ſee,and do of ſerpur- 
pole, nuzzle themiclues in ignorance, though the 
light on enery {ide incompaſle them, thinking ther- 
by to pracure to themſelues a liberty of ſinning, 
without guiltinefle. Bur they are deceiucd: heere 

truely hath place that ſaying, T he ignorance of the 

truth can be ro excuſeto [axe their condemnation , who 
had they had a will to ſceke the truth, might eaſily hawe 
' bad the 5kill to finde it. They double their guilrineſſe, 
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in them they are very excuſable. For the diſcouery | 
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they twiſt the bonds of their iniquities ſtronger, and 
adde further weight to their tinne, when they think 
tro make it lighter. To this purpoſe7 bomas the ſchool- | 
men ipeaketh very iudicioully , thus. Somerim:s 1 
happeneth that ignorance u airettly, and in ſelfe,vo- 
luntarie , 4s when one #s willingly ignorant, that hee 
might ſinne th: more freelie. And ſuch 1gnorance ſee- 
meth to increaſe our voluntarines and [o our ſinne : for 
1 proceedeth altogether from the intention of the will 
ſet wpon [inning , that a man will willingly ſuſfer the 
dammage of i7n01anceto enioy the freedome of [inning. 
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Of the decent of the heart in tranſlating the ſine from 


our ſelues vpon ſome other cauſe. 


H E fowrth deceitfull tricke in cleering our 
ſelues, when guilty,isrhat of Tranſlation, when 
by laying the fault vpon ſome other caule,we would 
altogether disburden our feluesrhercot . Wherein 


the heart of man isfo fubtle, that if it can inde out 
any other thing or perſon, that in the leaſt tort may | 
ſeeme to be burrhe leaſt peece of an occaſion, that 
(hall bee ſufficient to free it ſelte of all manner of 
blame. Harpaſle a blind woman in Seneca,would nor | 
yet be perſwaded that the wasblind, but found fault 

with the houſe wherin (he was, as being ouer-darke: 

ſo fareth it with vsin owr ſpirituall blindneſſe, and o- | 


ther luch like defetts, — is 1t if wee finde nor our 
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ſomthing, that muſt eaſe vs of all the burden of che 
| blame. 

| Asfirſtofall, how vſuallis that tranſlation vp- 
on the flelh. O ſay the prophane,as ot olde in A- 
#enstime,(o ſtill when charged with their wicked- 
neſlſe;nor we,but the fleſh, We of our ſelues haue good 
wils to doe otherwile, we like, and approue of the 
belt things, but the fleſh ouermaſters vs, that as a vi- 
olent ({treame carries vsawaie. And therefore wee 
truſt we may ſay with Paul, It is no more we that do it, 
but ſinne that dwelleth ins : but this is a groſle de- 
ceit. 

For firſt they ſhould conſider who Pal was that 
vied thele words,and of what (innes, not opex and 
groſ/e, trom which euen his Phariſa;/me was free, 
but of inward mfirmitiey, whereby he felt the perfe- 
Aion of his good workes to bee hindered. How 
ſhametull hen is it to bring that in defence of open 
ſcandalls, wbich is ſpoken concerning priuie and 
ſecret infirmities? 

Againe none can ſay concerning their ſins, that 
[they are not theirs, but the fleſhes, faue they, who 
| belides the fleſþ haue the pri: incountring the fleſh. 
'Butin theſe kind of men,in whoſe mouths this cx- 
\cuſe is ſo ordinarie, there is no ftriteat all betwixt 
the birit and thefleſb.For they are nothing bur fleſh, 
neither is there any thing in them bur corruption. 
Therfore it is an idle ſpeech for them to ſay, not wee 
| but the fleſh, that is, not wee, but we. For what elſcare 
; they bur fleſh, in vnderſtanding,memorie, will, affe- 
Qions, ſoule, and bodie, &c?But yet when they are 
ro commit ſome lin,they tcel ſome reſiitance. True: 
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The differ&ce ' but thisrefiſtance is not from the mindrenewed,and 
- mans  ſoconſenting vnto, and delighting in the Law , as 
nerate trom | holy and good, as in Paul; but trom the mine oxcly 
oy atone; mughtened,co (ee che tearctull puniſhments,that {hal 
rate. | follow vpon the (in. And hence it is that the com- 
mone Ide -] bar in the regenerate is in the ſame taculries ofthe 
| ſoule, betwixt the will and the will, the afttections 
| and aftections; becauſeas euery part ot their ſoule 
| is partly carvall , partly fpirituall, ſo alſo the will 
| & atfetions. Whence it comes to palle, that when 
| the renewed part,oftrhe will carrics v3 to good, the 
| ynregenerate part,thar 13 the fleſh, [waics vs to ewzll. 
' Burthe combat in the vnregenerate, is betwixt 27- 
rs faculties of the ſoule;as berwixt the vnderitan- 
ding and the will, berwixtthe conſcience and the 
aftections : The willand aitections'ot an vngodly 
' man doe not holde backe, or make any reiltance, 
when hceis tempted:o linne: tor they are wholly 

carnall , and haue not either the leaft hatred of the 
linne torbidden, or loue ofthe Law forbidding 1t, 
lob,r5,16, and theretore they are ct a gogee, and drinke in 1n1- 

quitte, rr the fiſh deth water: but onely his conſcience, 

inligatned by God to ſee the terror of the puniſh- 

ment, cauſern a demurre to bee made. ered in his 

incelt may teele inwardly ſome obieftions alleaged 
' a31init it, but yet he loues his inceſt with al kis hart 
| and in like manner hates the ſeuenth commaunde- 
| ment forbidding it, and wiſhes with all his heart 
' there wereno ſuch commandement. Thoſe obie- 
| Cons thertore are made not by his will delighting 
; inthe Law,and fo ſaying ; Yowcan Ido this and ſinne 
azainjt God f but by the minge terrified with the 
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— 


* 


—— 


———_ 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


— 


| 


threatenings of the Law. The voice of Daxias con- 
| Ai with himſclte in his adulteric was this, 7conſen; 


| . : Ns 
tothe Law, thu it is mot holy and mit m ſorbidtins a- | 


' dulterte, and therefore 1 cannot wholly cue my aſſent to 
| this adulterie. '1 he voice of heros (trite in his incelt 
| 15 this, 1con/ent to the Law th. it is true in threatenine 
| mnceit with the cur{e of God, and ſeele terror 1.5 the appre- 
| henſion of it. So that the oppolition which the yze- 
| generate make againit linne, is from the apprehenfi- 
| on ot the eyooeneſ/e ot the commangdement: the oppoli- 
tion ofthe vnregenerate, from the apprehenlion of 
| the truth ofthe threatening : the toriner trom /oxe, 
' the latter from feare. 
| Now though this bee ſufficient to diſconer this 
; deceit tothole that will deate faithfully with them- 
| ſelues,in the examination ot their owne hearts: yet, 
' tor the turther ſtopping of the mouth of iniquitie, 
that excellent ſpeech ofthe Apoſtleis to be remem- 
bred, The fleſþ luiteth again? the ſpirit , and the ppirit a- 
| gupnit the fleſh, and theſe are contrary one to the other , [0 
| that ye cannot doe the ſame things that ye would. \\ here 
| the flethis reliſted by the ſpirit, ir neucr wholly 
| preuailes, bur in ſpite of it teeth is broken of her 
will, it cannot doe that it would, but in theſe men 
the flelh doeth whatfocuer it would ; rhe a&ton 
of finne is as ready as the temptation ; they live, 
; they lyc,they wallow , and tumble themſelues in 
their linnes; they makea daily trade of their vn- 
cleanneſle, prophanenefle, worldlinefle : ſhall any 
man now per{wace mee that the ſpiritisinthem, | 
ſtruggling with the fleſh ? Certainely it there were | 
but the leaſt dramme ofthe ſpirirto re'iſt, the fleth ' 
ſhout 
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{hould not (inne thus treely, without interruption: 
it ſhould notalwaies hold the reines , and lit at the 
helme. [beate my body, that is,[ moleſt and vexe the 
fleſh, the olde Adam, that is in me,and marke what 
followes, bring it in ſubiect10n. \W here then the fleth 
alwaies flouritheth and truumpherh , and 15 neuer 
brought vnder, there never 15 any true reliltance, 
there 1s no ipirir,the aduerſarie that {ſhould trouble 


it 


— — - — 


ObierF. Bat it will be ſaid, did not Pawrdin his a- 
dulterie do that which his flelhly will would ? A»/. 
No; not wholle, not fullie. For tirit of all , by rea- 
ſon of the reliſtance of the ſpirit, hee could not take 
that fulneſle of pleaſure, which a venereous Epreure 
would.Further, the flelh would haue had him leprt 
ſecurely, and gone on ſtoutly (till in that {in,and to 
haue - as much to others, as to Barhſheba , but 
becauſe of the contradiction ofthe (pirit gaineſay- 
ing the fleſh, he could nor ſo bleſle his ſoule in his 
ſinne, hee could not lye tumbling in his mire, 
but was forced to riſe vp, and walh himſclfe in 
che waters of repentance. And wilt thou, that 
after thy litting downe to ſinne , never riſeſt a- 
gaine, vnleſſe it bee as thoſe 1{raclites, that /ate— 
downe to eat and drinke, and roſe wp to play, that 
is to the doing of ſome worle matter, wilt thou 
plead the combat of the flgh, and the prrit ? Ex- 
cellently $*. Auſtin. The fleſh luffeth againft the ſpirit. If 
the ſpirit doe not alſo luſt againſt the fleſh, then commit 4- 


dultery : For what ſhould hinder ? But if the ſpirit luſt a- 


gainſt the fleſh. thew Imay ſee thee indeed ſhrewdly aſſaul- 
ted wholly vanquiſhed 1 cannot. 


_— 


Well 
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| Well then the wnregemerate cannot excuſe their 
ſinnes by the fleſh, becauſe the fleth, and chey being 
al one,in acculing the fleih,they accuſe themſclues., 
\Vhatchen?may the regenerate?Neither : for wher- 


(hould be foyled by the fleſhy that the fleſb ſhould fo 
farre preuaile with them,as to bring forth the fruits 
of diiobedience, this ſeemeth rather to adde, then 
any whit to diminiſh of their fin: for as for the wick- 
ed, they are nothing bur fleſh,they haueno aduerta- 
rietothe fleſh inthemſclues,that mightbuckle with 
it:burthe godly they haue the Pirie, which of it [ele 
as,.C hrist (aies, is prompt and ready , but that wee by 
our floth and negligence diſable ir. Therefore the 
Scripture vpon theſe grounds exhorts the godly ro 
good duties, becaule of the regeneration of their 
nature, whereby they are in ſome meaſure inablcd 
40 ſubduetheircorruption , andſo toperforme obe- 
dience 3 as S. /ames, having made mention of our 


asthe fleſh in them is onely a ave and caprine,deadly | 
wounded by God, athir{t conueriion, and daily aw: | 
ed by the contraricty of the »1/t, thar they yet | 


| 
| 
| 


i 


new virth: Of hs owne will begat he v3, by the word of 


truth, thereupon inferreth,{/herefore let enery man 
| be ſw1/t to heare, low to ſpetke,erc. And S. Peter, ha- 
| uing exhorted to love anc ancther, with apure heart 
| feracntly aunexcth this reaſon, Being borne a new,not 
| sf mortal ſced, but immorrall &c. Now it is ſhame- 
| ful for a man,thathath ſtrength,& is turniſhed with 
| weapons, toſulfer the theete to take his purſe from 
| hum: ſois it for the regenerate wan, whom God in 

bis regeneration hath indued with ſpirituall life,and 

ſtrength, whereby he might be able to ſtriuc'againſt 
and 
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vnder their feerte. What a ſhame 1s this for a man to 
be ouercome by his baſe vaſſall, who was once alre- 
dy before ouercome by himſelte. This therefore is 
| matter of humiliation, and deeper aggrauation of 
 ourſinnes, that God hauing diſarmed the fi;/þ , and 
 ſubieed itrto vs, yetwe by our fauouring of it, as 
the 1(raelites the Canaanites, hauenouriſhed a ſnake 
' inour owne boſomes , and haue ſuffered it to grow 
ro that head, that it ſhould bee ready to ouertop vs. 
Therfore the Apoſtle dot hnot extenuate but aggra- 
uate.the fationsof the Corinthians,by this,that theſe 
things came from the fle/hin them, and were fruites 
of their cernalitie. Therefore hee {aics by way of vp- 
braiding, yee are yer carnal. Mans deceitful heart 
would hauc holpen the matter with this, Alaſle! | 
| though we beregenerate,yer wee are ſtill alſo car- 
'nallinpart: and the fleſh will bee working But the 
holy Ghoſt rerorts it thus: as you arc naturally car- 
nall, ſo by your new birth, yee now are become 
ſpiricuall: what aſhzme then is this for you,that the 
ſpirit performes his ofticeno better in quelling the | 
fleſh, thatthe fleſh is ſtill ſo luſty and lively in you, | 
that one would thinke you were wholly carnall and | 
not ſpirituall at all, thar after ſolong a time of your | 
regeneration,you are yet ſo carnall, the fe hill car- * 
riesſo ſtrong a hand ouer you, This ſhitting then of | 
the fault rothe fleth, is idle, whether in the wicked, 

orinthe Godly. | 
The ſecond tranſlation of finne is vpon the rimes, ' 


and | 


| 
| 
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and places, where we live,and the wickednes of men 

with whom we conuerſe. Becaule the times gene- 
rally arc ſo corrupt and euill, therefore we thinke if 
we be corrupt in them, the tault is not ##rs, burthe 
| times. S, Faulsargumentis cleane contrary , Reace- 
| ming the time becauſe the dates be euill, The badneſſe 
| of thetimes didnor ſerue with S. Paulfor a cloake | 
to excuſe our conformitieto the times, in waſting 
our time wickedly, as others doe ; but as a ſpurre to 
excite vs to bee {o much the more caretull ofour 


}]}S]©ſUTy————_— ——— 


ſelues, not to be ſwaied with the common ſtreame, 
in the idle and prodigall expenſe of our time, bur to 
reſcue it out of the hands of (infull vanities, and to 
ſpend it wholly for the good of our owne ſouls. And 
goqd reaſon haue we to make this vic of the corrup- 
tionof the times; for,ifthe aire be generally infei- 
ous, had we not necdtobe ſomuch the more ſtri& 
in our diet, and carefull in the vſc of wholeſome pre- 
ſeruatiues? Surely the worſe the times are, the nee- 
| rer grow they to their ende, and therelore ſo much 
| the more apprehenſiue ought we to be of the occa- 
| tons of good, bycaule the dare; in which onely wee 
| can worke,is declining apace, and that fearful moht 
| approacheth wherein none can worke. 

| Buryer, for allthis, itisnoleſle viuall formento 


Epheſ,5,16. 


| vie this excuſe in definon of their owne enormiitics 
now, then it hath beene heeretofore, Serccathew- 
| ethhowinhistime many would be ready topleade | 


| thus for themlclues, 1 am not ambitious : but no man |" 


| can line otherwiſe in Rime, 1am not prodtgally ſumptu- 
ous, but the city will put a nan to great charges.1t w not 
| my | fon li that a: yet 1 am not eniredinto a ſetled courſe of \ 


life. 
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Life. It is my youth and hot bloud thit doth this, But 
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| as he excellently addeth {hy do we deceiue our ſelues? 
| T his euill is not from without , from ary extrinſecall 
| cauſe, it is within wv5,it ſticker in our vcry bowels. If we 
lived ellewhere,in other places, and companies, vn- 
leſſe our hearts within were changed, we ſhould ſti] 
bee theſame men. For, that it15notintheplace, 
that we are thus and thus peruerted, will appcare c- 
uidently, if we caſt our cies vpon others, that haue 
liued in as cuill times andplaces, and yer like fiſhes, 
reteining their ſweetneſle in the ſalt fea, like Sa'a- 
manders, vnſcorched in the fire. It matters not fo 
much how great the fire bee which lighteth vpon a 
P__ of what quality the thing is, whereon it 
ighteth : for euen a great deale of fire falling vpon 
hard and ſolide ſubitances would not once kindle, 
and alittle ſparkle in drie chippie combuſtible mar- 
' terhath quickly burnt vp all. So it skils not ſo much 
wharthe place bee, as what the mind. Mindes well 
diſpoſed , and carefully watching oucrthemſclues 
haue continued in the corrupteſt places without 
ſpot, as 7oſeph , Nehemiah , Daniel, Obadiahin the 
courts of Pharaoh, Artaxerxes, Nebuchadnezer, _A- 
hab; and S. Paul maketh mention of Saixts in Nerces 
court, that monſter of nature. Contrarily, the mind. 
being ſecure, or otherwiſe il] diſpoſed, "bs beſt pla- 


ces haue beene nopriviledges againſt ſinne. Wit- 
neſle Adam, that ſinnedin Peredrſe, the Dewill, that 
tellin Heawen,in Gods own court. Lo falling in Gods 
conrt, and fandmyg in Nerocs. Lot continued chaſt in 
filthie Sodowe, and yet fell gricuouſly in the ſolitary 
& retired mountarne:vniuſtly then are plices charged. 
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As vniuſtly,in the 3. place, are our calings, &rhe FI 
imployment,ot them;which,ſay many,are {uch,thar 20 
theymuſt needsnegle& the kingdom of Godin prai- 

 erxeading,meditation,ſanificatis ofthe Saboths; 
' whichif rodoe be ſin,nort zhey but their calzvgs mult 
| becalled intoqueſtion. But we mult know thatno 
| calling is a calling away fr God, no vocation 15 an auo- 
| cation from godlines: but as our Sawtor ſpeakes of the 
| Sabaoth,(o alſo may it be laid of our callings, Man was 
| not made for callings but caltings for men,thatis,for his 
| good,not for his hurt or hinderance of his ſoul. Cer- 
taine therfore it is that this is but a deceitful excule: 
for Danid,8& Dantel takE vp with the many,& waigh- 
ty affairs of ciuil gouernment (alas, what are thy oc- 
 caſjons to theirs) they yet could tind leyſure ro pray 
 thriſe aday, Andtel me,thou, who thus pleadeſt the 
; troubletom diſtratios of thy calling, do they ſo poſ- 
| (eſſe rhee,that thou canſt neither ſleepe,nor ear and 
; drinke?for all thy buſineſſes, ] dare fay,thou doſt nor 
wholy depriue thy ſelfe of theſe neceflary comforts. 

| And artthou yet tolearn,that theſe are not ſo necel- 
; fary forthe body, but the exerciſes of Gods ſeruice 
' are as neceſſary euery way for theſoul?Remeber the 
examples of the woman of Samaria,leauing her pit- | 10h. 4.28. 
cher atthe well, and ofthe ſhepherds, leauing their | Luc. 3. 15. 
flocks for the buſines of Chrilt; & learn by them thar 
our particular callings muſt giue place to the general 
' calling of Chriflianity. And good reals. One kindnes | 
| , deſerues another.OQur general calling of Chriſ{tanity 
| | isnot lo vniuſt,as to ſeize ordinarily vpon al the time. | 
| of qurpartiewlay callings: therefore Chriff will rather | Ps. : 


| rob his eics of {lecpe,& pray all night, then, by pray- 


| Ef ing, 


Mar.2.27. 
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ing al the day time, rob his perſonal calling of ir due 
time: VWhy then ſhould our parrreslar callings be fo 
vnkind as to encroach vpon our gexeral calling, and 
totake from it that little time of the morning &eue- 
ning,not content with her owne {o large allowance: 
like therich man in Narhens parable, that itole trom 
the poore man his one onely theepe , hauivg many 
of his owne. It had beene more tolerable tor the 
poore man, to hauetaken one of the rich mans. And 
of rhe two it is more allowable for the gerrral cal. 
linggto make bold with the time of our per ſona/,then 
centrarily:both becauſe our generalcalling hath nor 
the 7:the of that time which the perſonal hath, as al- 
ſo, becaule the workes of this calling are farre more 
worthy and excellent, as thoſe which directly and 
immediately reſpe&t God himſelte. Aud yet thou 
wouldeſt not allow this for a iuſt excuſe in him, that 
all che {1xe daics hath neglected his particular cal- 
ling, that he did attend, all that while , praier , rea- 
ding, meditation. How then ſhould thine owne 
negle& of Gods ſcruice vponthe Sabaoth, and the 
mornings and eueu:ngs of other daics beeexcnled, 
thinkeſt thou by the following of thy worldly occa- 
{10ns? for as vnder pretence - Minx and meditati- 
on wee may not become Monks , and wholly giuc 
ouer our occaſions in the worlde : ſoneither, vnder 
pretence of our worldly occaſions, may we become 
prophane worldlings, and whollie forſake the wor- 
(hip of God. 

Others blame the condition of their /ife,O ſay they 
wee are poore men, that haue nothing to liue by, 


ſauce theſc hands. Can we needy handicrafts men, 
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' or poore labourers be dinines ? Yea ſomuch the ra- 


| ther, ſaies Chryſoſtome, may you practiſe truc diuins- 


| tie, When wrath,enuy, and other ſuch like corrup- | »*; 814979:7, | 


' tions ſhould be curbed, doth pouerty then let thee? 
 orareriches able to maſter, and mortifie ſuch affec- 
tions ? Doth pouerty hinder thee from being hum- | 

| ble, ſober, temperate,watchfull in praier? or 15 it not 
' rather a great 3d tothce in all theſe? Doth 
' not pouerty ſerue to tame,and meeken thee, to rake 
| downe thy pride, topricke thee toprayer ? Or what 
| vertue is there that needeth money forthe practice 
, thereof ? Thou wilt ſay liberalicy: yea but even this 
vertue alſo, ſaith that Father, hath ſhined more 
brightly by reaſon ofpouerty. The poore widdows 
two mites werea better alms, then all thereſt ofthe 

' richer ſort. See then how thou flandereſt thy po- 
uerty, the miſtreſſe of ſo many vertues. Remember 
S. Paul a poore tent-maker, andyetno leſle holy in 
his /2op among his tents, then in his fugdre among his 
bookes and parchments; and by his example learne | 
how thy ſbop may bee vſed cuen as an oratoris, or | 
place of greateſt deuotion. Neuer tell me thy han- | 
dy labours abſtraCt thy minde from heauenly medi- 
tations. Paul a text-maker, working, with his hands , 
could yet ſay, Our connerſation is 11 heauen. Neuer 
complaine of the pinchesot pouerty , that they lay 
thee open tothe Deuils temprations. VVho euer ri- 

' cher them Adamin Paradiſe? Who euer poorer then 
, Jobon the dunzhill ? yet in Parad:ſe, Sathan foyled 

' Adam: inthe dungbill, lob foyled Sathan, 

Well,ifthe fault bee onely in pouerty, and not in 
| thine owne corruption,then giuethee a more mw 
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| experience of others may teach thee who,ot povre 
| becomming rich, haue, withail, of naught bec ome 
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rall portion oftheſe our ward thin 2C5, and WC (hall 
eetaee mend prelent y v.nd ſo hap »p:ly thou per- | 
ſuadeit thy lelte. Uut uv deceitfally, ri mileravle; 


worſe. 
In the ft place yelhill heare lome transferring 


the fuult vpon the outward 9cca/tons , whereby thcy 
were entiſed to linne ; not con. idering ! that the 
outward obiects tliemiclues are Gu! nbe, and ay | 
nothing, and that it is only their owne corruptio 
tharenuſeththem. For t: acy that haue made 4 couc- 
nant with their eres, a5 did lob, they can looke vpon 
rhe wine, whew it ſprinkleth in:chegl 1//e, and not mor- 
d'nately lon to drinke, they can behold faire, and 
beautitull women , and yet not memperately Iujt 
atrer them. They, that hauepar rhe kn fe of morti- | 
hcation to therr threates , can lit at a rulers table 
{wimming with all manner of dainties, and yet not 
exceedethe boundes of ſobriety. \What? muſt che 
table be accuſed ? no,thine owne appertrtegthruft (l urh | 
Salomon ) thy knife, not into the table, but imo thine | 

owne throate. So, muſt women be taken away ? noe, 
but thine owne eye, that 15the corruption In thine 
cie, ſaith our Sauiour. This cauſcth thee to offend. | 
Chryſoſteme hawing (ail, the beauty of a woman i 4 
great ſnare, preſently correts himfelte , way rather, | 
ſaith he, not a womans beanty, but a mans luſting looke. 
Lets not accuſe the thinges, but our ſelues , le 0's not 
ſay, let there be no women, but let theve not be adwulteric, 
and fornication ; neither let 7's (ay, let there not be abelly, | 


but, let there nat be cluttonic ; &C. 


Sixth, 
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1he decenfulneſſe of mans heart, 


Sixily, Many therearethat father their {innes 
vponthe Divell. It may be indeed the Dixeil was 
the father bezettimz : bur, for all that, the;r ene 


nauzhie heartes might well enough bee the mothers 


| conceming, and bringing them toorth. And what 


could that father haue done withour thu mother ? 
T he Deuill cannot preuaile againſt vs, but by the 
helpe of our owne corruption. Hee might {trike 
hre long enough, erethere would beany burning, 
did not wefinde him tinder. Therefore S. James 
laies, enery man , when be u tempted, ts entiſed, and 
drawen away by bis owne concapiſcenſe,though yet the 
Dexill haue a hand, and that no ſmall one, in temp- 
ting of vs. Yet becauſe he doth only allure vs, and 
laie baites for vs, bur not coxſfraine vs, he hath only 
a perſuading ſleight, not an inforcins might, he cannot 
make vs (inneagainſt our wils, becauſe our owne 
concupilcenſe carieth the chiefeſt (troke ; therefore 
he ſo (peaketh, Exery mas is tempted, not by the Dr- 
well , but by his ewne concupiſcenſe. And therefore, 
howloeuer the ſame Sathay, that tempred Danidto 
number the people, had his finger alſo, inall likeli- 
hood, in that matter of /74ah , yet Daurd accuſerh, 
not Sathan, but his owne corruption, n finne w.ts / 
conceived. Burt let vs heare whar S. Ar/ten ſaith to 
ſuch, as thus excuſe tiemſelues. 7f Sathan, faith he, 
only ſpake, and God held his peace , then mighteſt 
thou hauc ſome matter of excuſe. But now thine 
eares arc (et in the midſt betwixt gods admoniti- 
ons on the one ide, and Sathins ſuggeſtions on 
the other [1de, why doe they incline tbcm(clues,to 
theſe and turne away from thoſe. Sathan ceaſerth 
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'notto co perſuade that which is evil:but neither doth 
' God ceale toaduile vs tizat which is good. If by the 


perſuation ot Sathan thou hatit done any eui!l, ler | 


Sarhan goe, acculethy lelte,that rhou mult by this | 


accu:ing ot thy ſelte obrtaine Gods pardon. Detirelt 
chou to accule kim that can haue noe pardon ?Ac- 


 cuſerthy ſelfe,& thou {halt forthwith be pardoned. 


Seuenthly, Other there are that flee vp into the 
heauen, and there flic vpon the farres, and conftell.r: 


trons. Such, Auften complaincd of, that, giuing 


carc to the deceites of the Aſtrolozians, bou ght 
dearth ot them with their money , decrely, meane 
time contemning lite, offered them by C hriſt,freely. 
The vſuall plea of tiele men was , in thetr adulre- 
ries, toaccule Yen, in their murthers, Murs. Belike 
then, (aith Auſten, very (weetely ſcofling at them, 
Venus ts the adultereſſe, not thou, Mars the murtherer, 
not thow. But take thou heede leaſt thou thy ſelfe be Laws- 
nel inſteadof Airs, and Venus. If the Aſtroloztun him- 

/elfe ſhould take h1s owne wife m wanton behautonr with | 
other m n, will he not diſcipline her , and correct her for 
it ? :t her then [ce, if ſhee can ted him, that Venus is to be 
beaten, an4 not ſhe. 


Fight, Others yet, being more audacious, al: 
cen 


higher, and goe beyond the ſtarres cucn to ! 


God himſelfe,to charge him with their linnes. Thus 


did Adam, when he {aid in defence of his owne eat- | 


ing, the woman thou gaueſt me , ſhe gaue me it, clolely 
taxing God himſelfe, as if he ſhould have ſaid, vn- 
eſſe rhou hadſt giuen me this companion, I had 
not eaten. Same James ſeemes to aimeat theſe, when 
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of God. God, that hateth, torbiddeth, threatnerh, 
' punilherh linne, can he poſhbly rempr vnto ſinne? 
| yea, but thou ſaieſt he decreed my linne, for no- 
| thing comes to paſle, without his will. The ſecond 
| cauſes moue not, vnleſle they bee mooued by the 
firlt. I anſwer, The firſt cauſe 1s not the cauſe of the 
errour that isin the motion ofthe ſecond, though ir 
be the cauſe ofthe motion. As in the wheeles of a 
clocke, the principall wheele , with ir's motion, 
turnes about the lower, yet it there be any error in 
the motion of the lower,it is no cauſe at all therof. 
Now linne is not properly any moron, but an 
errour inthe motion oftthy heart. Gods will being 
the firſt cauſe,is the cauſe of thy hearts motion , for 
in him we liue, moone, and hawe our being , but it there 
be any ſinne,anyerrqur in the motion,thine owne 
will 1s the cauſe'thereof. For all that God hath ro 
doe about ir, 15 his voluntarie permifiion , whereby 
| he, withdrawing his grace from thee, leaueth thee 
'to thy ſelte , as not beeing bounde vnrto thee. 
| He doth nor vrgethee, or preſſe thee vnto ſinne. 
| Hedoth not intuſe, or inſtillinto thy minde any 
' wicked motions, as doth Sathan, He only ſerterh 
the baite, orthe net, and doth not rettraine thy 
concupicenſe from carring theetoit : for he owes 
| thee no ſuch ſeruice : but he doth not take poles,as 
Sathan doeth, and drine thee violently into the 
net. And yet if Sathans temptation could not excule 
Adam, how much leſſe then goas deſertion. 

The laſt tra(latiou, which now I will ſpeake of, is 
| vpon our brethren, whom if, in any ſort, wee can 
drawe intothe ſociety ofthe lame iinne , with our 
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ſelues, we thinke preſently our lelues ſufficiently | 


diſcharged. Now welay the fault vpon our bre- | 


thren diverſe waies. 

1 Vpon their counjell, perſuaſion , or mireatie, 
ſpecially if importunate. Thus we (hall hearema- 
me ſay, ſucha one he perſuaded me, he gaue me 1ll 
countlell, he importuned me,and would neuer giue 
ouer till I had yeelded. Thus 1s rite in theeues 
mouthes, going to execution, 0 1t it had not binne 
torſucha one, 1 had neuer come to this. I may | 
thanke him. Nay thou maielſt thanke thine owne | 
naughty heart,ſo fit a prey tor cuill counſell, Thus | 

 Adew, in the beginning , laid the fault vpon his | 
wite, and ſhe vpon the ſerpent. Whereas indeede | 
it was not ſo much, the ſerpents worges,as her owne 
eares, (0 greedily bibbing in the poiſon of his 
wordes, which the ſhould haue blamed. Aaron allo ' 
was cunning in this kinde of era»ſlarion, when being | 
 chalenged by Moſes for his linne, in makinge the | 
golden calte,heputit off tothe people, Thow knowe(? | 
this people w (et Iponmiſthiefe, and they (11d onto mee, | 
Make tvs gods. Thus Aarenthought hee had ridde | 
his handes of this fnne, bur the {cripture fettes it 
taſter on' him, then that ever ſuch {hiftes ſhould 
takeit of, Aaron made them naked. Here allo was 
Plates deceit in waſhing his handes, thinking all | 
the blame ſtucke in the hrgh preeftes, and thereſt of 
. the /ewes, that ſo vreed him with their clamorous 
| 1mportunity. Seu/likewife had this excuſe ready 
| at his fingers endes, the people hawe ſpared &c. And 
| when yer Sanwel againe vrged him , wherefore haſt 


' 


| thou not obeyed the voice of the Lord? he ſtillheld him 
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cloſe | 
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cloſe to this defence, ye, faith he, / haue obeyed , bus 
bro people tooke, $KC.till the ſecond replic of Samuel 
wrung from him this holde, and made him fay, 
| I haue [inned,, 1 haue tranſgreſſed the commandement of 
| the Lord, becauſe 1 feared the people, and obeyed their | 
| VOICE. | 
2 Vpon the comandement,or example of our ſupe- 
' riours. Thus children, it they were commanded 
| doing ofcuill by their parents, ſernants, it by their 
maſters, ſubiects, it by their Magiſtrates,thinke them | 
ſelues ſufhciently exculed. It there be linnein that | 
they haue done, they thinke the commander ſhall | 
anſwer to God for it. Thou wittall, would this | 
bea good anſwer before an earthly magiſtrate in 
caſe of treaſon, felonte, yea or a farre lefſe matter, to 
ſay, Sir, my Maſter commanded me ! or haſt thou 
here ſo much witte to ſaue thy felte trom the dan- | 
ger of mans law, as not to venture vpon thy ſupe- | 
riours commandement ? and haſt thou fo little | 
witte, as tothinke Gods lawes are lefle feuere then | 
| mans, that this an{were , my father, my husband, | 
| my matter, my magiltrate commandeg-mee, may | 
 {eruethy turne betere Gods tribunall? dareſt thou | 
not ſteale, for all thy maſters commandement, for | 
'feare of thegallowes ? and yer, becauſe of thy ma- | 
| ſters commandement, wilt thou dareto prophane | 
| the Saboath, withuur all feare of hell ? thou thinkett | 
|tharthe command of that authority, which isover | 
' thee, will leſſen thy {inne. Nay rather it will ag- 
grauate it, For it thou didelt ſinne of thy ſelfe, 
without the command of man, then thou diddeſt, 
ſunply reie&t gods commandement. Now thou re- 
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ietteſt it with afarre greater diſgrace, and diſparage- 


ment to God. For belides reieting the onely wile 
God, thou preferreſt before him baſe and toolith | 
man. And fo by this meanes thy linneis doubled. 
For firſt thou ſinneſt in negleUing Gods word,and 
ſecondly in regarding mans beforeit. The autho- 
rity then of our ſuperiours commandement,or ex- 
ample willlittle ſtead vs, when God (hall come to 
Skan our linne. T he Apoſtle dehorting the Corimn- 
thians trom fornication, remembreth them of that 
tearefull judgement that betell the 1{raclites for 
this linne, three and twenty thouſand of them fel! 
in one day. Now Moſes mentions toure and twen- 
tie thouſand, wherot 1000 were the chict princes of 
the people, the other three and twenty were thoſe 
ofthe infertour ſort, who fell into this linne pro- 
uoked by the 1in{tigation, and example of their 

inces. What thinke wee ſhould be thereaſon that 
the Apoſtle ſhould rather infilt in the pecrall punith- 


ment of the people, then in the common, and gexe 
rall punilhment both of Princes and people toge-| 
ther ? Some of the learned ſay that the Apoſtle 
would hereby teach the Cormthians, the lillineſle, 

and weakenetle of this excuſe, whereby men veto | 
defend thoſe linnes , whereunto they were {wayed | 
by the force of their Gouernors authority, ana ex- 
ample. For, though this 23. thouſand of the peo- 
ple had their princes example, cuen a whole thou- 
ſand ofthem, going before, and drawing them at- 
ter, yet they were drawen by them, as well into 
the ſame puniſhment, the ſame deftrution, as the 
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ſame linne. 
| Et 
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3 Vpon the prouocations of others, who iniurie, 
oricue, and exaſperate vseither by word, or deed. 
As inchating, and ſwearingit 1s viuall, why what 
ſhould one doe, when he 1s thus abuled ? ſuch dea- 
ling, as this, would angera very Sazzt. So ſaith the 
quarrelous, and contentious man, it it were not 
tor my ill neighbours, Iſhould live more quietly, 
and peaceably. True ; it it were not for one 11] 
neighbour ofrthine, that is an euill, and naughrtie 
heart, tull ofgall, and bitterneſſce. Mhexce, faith 
limes, notably mceiing with this deceit, are ſtrifes, 
and contentions ? O fates the deceitull heart of rhe 
wrangler, not from mee, but trom ſuch, and ſuch, 
as prouoke me by their iniuries. No faith James, 
they .are from the luſtes that fight in your members. 
Thou hait a troubleſome heart , diſtempered 
with many inordinate paſhons, and that 1s the 
cauſc of thy rage, and fury. For many men haue 
receiued tarre greater injuries with fare leſle adoe. 
> It che ſea ſhould aſcribe her raging to the windes, 
it might ealily Lee conuinced, becauſe the ſame 
windes blowe vpon the rivers, and yet they are 
; quiet. Thercaſun then is not the windes, butthe 
| valtneſſe that is in the ſea it ſelfe, which the little ri- 
,ucrs wanting are not difquicted in like manner 
with the windes. It thy heart were not ſo valt,and 
great, as 1t 15, 1t would be nothing fo turbulent,nor 
boiltcrous, though the windes raged farre more 
hercely, then now they doe. Shake clcere water in 
theglaſſe, and iogge it as much as you will ; ſtill ir 
reteineth it clecreneſle and purity: 2m let ſuch wa- 
| ter whercin there 15 mudde at the bottome be ſtir- 
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| The deceitſulneſſe of mans heart. 


poet” EEO BA 3 
| red, and preſently it will be fzculent, corrupt, and 
' obſcure Itisthe mudde, and mire ot thy corrupt 
affetions, that makes thy heart ſo troubleſome, 
 whenit is ſtirced with imwries. A neart tree from 
' this mud, would be free from diſtemper, though 
'neuer ſo much toiſed and thaken. Then againe ; 
| what ſenſeis there in this, that, becauſe men pro- 
| uoke thee, therefore thou mult prouoke God? what 
ifmen anger thee ? haſt thou no body to wrecke 
thy anger vpon, but God ? wouldeſt thou excuſe 
thy feruant, it. being angred, and vexed by lome 


vpon thy ſelfe? and further, whar reaſon 15 there 
in this, that, becauſe men hurt thee in thy body, 
| goods, or name, thou mult therefore wounde thy 
 ſeite in thy ſoule,and conſcience; which thou dott, 
when, vpon occalton of theſe iniuries,thou boyleſt 
in choler, and ſwelleſt in malice againſt him that 
wronged thee. Whata folly were this, it, being 


of his fellow-(eruantes,he ſhould caſe his Romacke | 


hurt in the hand, we ſhould goe about to help our | 


| walles? Our brother hurterh vs in our eſtate. T his 
| bringes no loffle to our ſoule. But when our re- 
| uengefull affetions are vp, they bring hurt to our 
ſoule, euen the guilt of linne,in tranſgrefſing Gods 
commandements. Never then harpe ſo much 
vpon this, he hath wronged me , thus and thus. Foole, 


none wrongs thee but thy ſelf. He hath tak? away th 
(+ that. Fool,thou takeſt the beſt thing fro thy ſelte. 


this his raking away. Man hath taken away ſome 


conſtder withall what God hath ginen thee , euen in 


tem- 


ſelues by dalhinge out our braines againſt the 
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Thou talkeſt ofthat which may raketh fro thee; but. 
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temporall commodstie : : God giueth thee an occaſion 


of increaling thy /þirituall commudities, in {hewing | 


' of true patience, humility, meckencs, and ſuch like 


graces. This w hich God now 21weth 15 farre aboue | 
that, which man taketh from thee. And yet, wiſe 
man that thou art, becauſe man takes from thee the : 


cuſe our ſinnes, manifeſt wronges to God and our 


| owne ſoutes, by the wronges that others doe 


vs. That blaſphemerin the law, had this excuſe, 


' that ir was in heate, being prouoked by the conten- 


tion of that other partie. Yet for all that God 


; would have him ſtoned to death. So Moſes tranſ- 
 greſſ0,at the waters of Meribah,was occalioned by 


the vntowardnes, & rebellio of the Jſraelrtes, yet 


| this could not excull him before God, bur, forall 
that, he muſt be debarred tro entringinto Canaay. 


4 Vpon the a;[conra7rments, and hivadrances wee 


' receiue from others, as it were rubbes to vs in the 


way of godlineſſe. O ſay lome concerninge the 


performance of ood dunes ; it we might becouts 
£ 


renanced by authority , holpen by our miniſters, 
ſet foreward, and hartened by thoſe with whom, 

and of whom we liue, 6h then how zealous ſhould 
we be ? but becauſe we have {0 many pinches, and 


' pul-backes this way, we thinke our coldneſſe, and 


backwardneile in religion not fo liable to cenſure. 


| Thus many people impute their not profiting, to 


DB ? 
the minitter, an the manner of his teaching. And 


if they had ſuch @ miniſter , oh how ſhould they 
thrive then, Butas hein Semrca having a thorne in 


his 
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lee, theretore thou thinkelt thou mareſt take trom | 
thy (elte the greater. Itis grofle deceit then to ex- 


| 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


his toore complained ot the roughnes ot the way, 
that that was the cauſe ot his limping, fo thele, hau- 
ing thornes in their owne heartes, which make the | 
word vntruittull,complaine ofthe thornes in their 
miniſters tongues, and make this to be the cauſe of 
their ſo flowe proceedings. Contrarily, many mi- 
niſters they blame their people, and thinke that, it 
their .hearers would giue them (ſuch incorage- 
ments, in regarde of countenance, maintenance , 
deliretolearne &c, as ſome other people doe their 
miniſters, they thould then pertorme the worke of 
the Lord morecaretully, and comfortably , then 
now they doe. Butthecruth is, the cauſe princi- 
pally is in our owne corruption , which being not 
reformed, no incoragements to godlineſſe will 
much turther vs, but being once redreſled, no dil- | 
coragements can much hinder vs. Therefore, if a 
good, and throughly mortifhed Chriftian ſhould 
live vnder one ot /eroboams prieſts , or with ban- 
nithed Dawidin a drie deſert, where there were no w- 
ter, yet he would thriuc in the power of godlines; 
on the other i1de,an vnſound Chriſtian,though he 
liued vnder Chri/ts owne miniſtery,as did 1wdas,yet | 
he would come to nothing.So a good prophet, as | 
Moſes, leremy,and others,though yoked with never | 
ſo crooked a people, would yet thence take occali- 
on of prouoking their owne zeale. An euill one,| 
though he liued among the w40/ent ones, that cake. 
the kingdome of heauen Ly force, would yet becold,' 
and careleſſe. Let vs not then deceiue our ſelues, to 
lay our owne fault vpon the want of meanes, and | 
ſo indeed vpon God himſelte. For ghar wee _] 
not 
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; not thoſe meanes we ſo much ſeeme to delire, apd 
inthe hauing whereof wepromiſe.our ſelues ſuch 

' great matters of our ſelues ; whence is it, bur from 
| God, that hath denied thoſe meanes vnto vs? O it 

| we liued vnder ſucha mans minitterie,it we enioy- | 
| cd the daily companie of ſuch,and ſuch Chriſtians, | | 
; how thould wee proſper then ? why ? but God: 
; hath not ſo diſpoſed thar welhould. Ifrhere were 
luch neceſfity of, and efficacy in thoſe meanes, as 
| we thinke, he would not withhold them. Thinke 
; wenot that God 1s in ſtead of all meanes to his, 
| abundantly ſupplying them with the preſence of 
his {pirit ; ; who as hee was 4a /utle ſanttwary to his | Exck. 12, 16. 
peopie, whenthey were diſperſed among the hea- | 
then, ſo likewiſe (till ro vs now a little minifterie , a 
little colledgeof Chriſtians, when his prouidence | 
hath depriued vs of theſe meanes. But lo ancui- 
dent conuittion of our deceitfulneſſe of heart. For 

when we haue thoſe very lelte ſame helpes, by 

the want whereof we excuſed our ſelues, yet 
our former dulneſſe, and deadnefle ſtill 
ſticketh by vs, weare the ſame men 
that before. And of the de- 
ceitfull excuſe of 
Tranſlation ſo 
much. 


| 
| 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


Cuae. XIII. | 


Of two other deceitful excuſes of finn!, and the w/c 
of the whole. | 


He f/h deceitfull excuſe is that of Dara, 
Oſay ſome, when they arerebuked fortheir 
ſwcaring, idle,and vaine formes of ſpeech, and ſuch 
like ſinnes, Trecly wee meant no hurt , it & onely a cu- 
itome we hauegot end cannot new eaſily leaue. What 
wretched madneſle is this, that, becauſe we are 
come to the very height of {inne, (for what elle 
is cuſtome in ſinne?) wee ſhould therefore think our 
ſelues priuiledged to finne; that cuſtomein ſinne 
then which nothing increaſeth ſinne more, ſhould 
be vicd as an extenuation thereof ? The Apoſtle Pe- 
ter , when hee would diſſwade vs from the miſpen- 
ding of our time in fin,and vanity,thought he could 
vienoberter argument then this,that heererofore ic 
hath beene our cuſtome of a long time ſo to doc. 
Hence forward((aith hee) l'ue ( as much time a1 rewsai- 
nth in the fleſh ) not aſter the lufts of men, but after the 
willof God, \\hy? tor it is ſufficient for ws, that wee 
bae ſpent the time paſt of the life after the luits of the 
Gentles, walking im wantonneſſe,coc. Lohow he ag- 
grauates their former ſinnes,and ſo perſwades them 
to defiſt, becauſe they had ſo long accuſtomed 
themſclues thereto. Doeft thou then make a bet of! 
thy cultome? 0h/ir it & but a cuſtom:, Why what | 
canit thou fay more againſt thy lelfe ? It thou hadl(t 
[worne but oncein all thy life,it had bin a ſinne hea- 
uie 
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[uy enough to cruſh thee downe into hell: butnow 
| waen thou telleit meir is thy daily cuſtome;char thy 
| rongue 15t. aded in this w: ckecnelſe, how now!halt 


[not thou mended the matter tairly 210r ſhame then * 


| away with this ſowitleſic, pracelcile, and thame- 
 lefſe an cxcule, Would atincte or murtherer, be- 

ng arraigned at the barre, be lo {1mplc asto alleage 
| 1n their defence, that it hath beene their viz & cu- 
Rome of a longtime to play ſuch reakes:VWonld not 
the iadge, ſu much the looner,ſend them tothe gal- 

lowes? litheplea ofcuſtome be lo weake for the de- 


maintenance of {wearing before Gods triounall. 
Thoug|) it had beene the Antiochians cultome to 
them,they all left for feare of his diſpleature. \ her: 
upon Chry/oſtomwe conuuced them of deceifulnes in 
the vic of this excuſe, in pleading the #rraune of cu- 
\ ſtome. Logfaith hee 04 may ſec that where feares , 

| there wr wonted cuſtome u left preſently: feare eafiis! 


| 
| OW2T 014, ters cuſtoms, thou! 2h it beeneuer (auncient and | 


' neceſſary, Itisnot then our cuſtome but ovr want of 
| Gods feare, which is the caule of our ſfweari 8. The 


waſh them in the baths, yer, the king forbidding | 
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fence of tele fins before man , why then, as C/ry/0- ' 
\fFomercalo: s,ſhould it not be as inf. ficient for the | 
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ſame Father in another place, maketh mention of | 


| one ,who had got an ilfauonredfalbi » of mounng his 


right ſhoulder,when he went, whicl, yet hee corre- 
| ted, by laying aſwordover it,in ſuch manner,that 
it ſhould be in danperofcutting, if foirmoued. And 
| fo, by feareofinciiton jheeraught bis (boulders bet- 
ter manners and motions, Lo thou, who preten- 
| | deſt the cuſtome of thy tongue m {wearing the ſame 
to 


Pr EET 


"rm 
FMITIL. 
* L16 

»5% i * 0 g 
7244%; on Coyt- 
24 7% UB | 


—— -— 


d1AKECS Ms | 


ET | 


6.Subrill di- 


{intons. 
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' to thy 70nzue, thathe to his/porlder, and inſtead of 


- _ 


his {word vſe the ſworde of Gods worde, and Gods 


 1udgmeats threatned againſt thisfinne , and thou 
 thalr ealily getridde of this thy evill cultome, For, 


ict men ſay what they will, it is nothing bur their 


| owne hard hearts, voide ot all feare of God and his 
' iudgements, together with their {loth and negli- 


| gence, in not ſtriving againſt their euill cuſtomes, 


that makes them ſuch ſlaues vnto them. 
The laſt refuge is to helpe out the matter with 


ſome diſtinctions , and pretences of falle ends,or any | 


ſuch like quirkes. This is the tale-bearers iuſtificati- 


 enof himſclte, 1 do itnot to diſcredit him, but one- ' 


ly in loue and gcod-wil. So the wearer of long haire, 


I doe it not for pride,burt onely to hide the deformi- | 
tie of my cares, or tokeepe my head warme. So the 
aw companions, asthey callthem, that conuerlſc ' 


amiliarly with notorious wicked perſons, we doe it 
only for ae refreſhment, and to winne them by 
kindneſſe,as Chriſt conuerſed with the Publicanes,& 
ſinners. So thoſe Corinthians, that were preſent at 
the idolsfeaſts;:YVedoe it not in honour of the idol, 
but only togratific our friends, in a thing indiftcrent, 
the cating of meats. Thus the Papiſts fortheir ado- 
ration of the creatures, ſay,they performe onely ſer- 
«ce, but not worſhip, which is dne to God onely. The 
man of vindictiue ſpirit, can diſtinguiſh betwixt for- 


| $'umng and forgetting,and tell you hee hath forgiuen 


l 
. 


is enemy,though he haue not forgotten the wrong 
hee hath done him. Bredferd in one of his Epiſtles 
makes mentionof one that excuſed ſubſcription to 
the Popiſh articles beingqualificd withthis limitari- 
on 
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on,fo farre forth as they were not againſt the worde | 
of God, becing indeede all quite contrary thereto. | 
And in this manner he moued Brad/ord & others to 

ſubſcribe. But a notable cxample for this deceit 

was that of the Iſraelites in their oath againſt the 
giuing of their daughters in marriage tothe Benia- 
mites. For when the women of /1be/h Gilead did nor 
ſuffice the Beniamites, and their oath hindred chem 
from giuing any of their owne daughters, they bad 
them take by torce of their owne virgins that ſhould 
come forthto daunce in $/1/;/. V\ hy but was not 
this gainſt their oath?yes,bur mark what a fine quirk 
they found out to elude their oath,and ſo toqualifie 
the matter, namely that they did not giue them 
their daughters, butthe Beniamites rooke them a- 
way. Not much vnlike are thoſe ſhifts to couſen 
the good lawes and oaths, againſt buying ofplaces 
with monie , as the laying of wagers before hand 
with thoſe of whom they are to bee had , That wee 
ſhallnothauecſuch , or ſuch a place. Such alſo was 
the deceir of thoſe who having made truce with 


their aduerſarics for certaine dates, did yet during 
the truce make incurſion ypon them in thenight,% | 
then defended it, becauſe theirtrvce was onely for | 
daies, not nights. Tothis head alſo wee may refer 
that excuſe of our trauailers , who excuſe their kil- 
ling of the Popes toe, becauſe they doe that honour 
to him onely as a tergporall prince,and not as Pope. 
Buttheſe men are not lo happy in their inuentions, 
toſaue their conſcience, as was once one to ſauc 
his honour z who grudging the Perfian king that 
honour ot falling downe #7 A him , and yet not | 
N knowing | 
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knowing howto auoide it, purpolely ler fall his ring | 

when he came intothe Kingspreſence, and ſo exci- | 
ſed the matrerto himſelfe, as though he tell downe | 
| only totake vp his ring, and not to worihip the king, | 
' Anddiuers ſuch like cranckes as theſe might bee 1n- 
{tanced in. The which indeede are butcurteins, we | 
| draw before our uwne cies,to hide our (in ; they are 
indeed, as the ſpiders webbe,cunningly wouen, and 
 ſomeſlight of witt may there appearein them, but 
| withall they are as {light as the ſpiders webbe, they 
; willnotindure the breath,and blaſt of the mouth of 
God, Docnot then wiliully deceive thy ſelfe. Bur 
thinke with thy (elfe, will theſe diſtinions, pre- 
rences & qualihcations ſatisfhe my conſcience here- 
after in the day of trial? And chus much for the harts 
excuſing of our cuill aCtions, as alſo for the judge- 
ment of our hearts concerning our actions. 

The vle of all this is, 

i. Toreach vsnot to be ouer forward in conſul- 
ting with fieth.and bloud , when any thing is ro bee 
' done. Who would vie a crooked rule in drawing of 
lines? \Vho would goto ſuch a lawyer,whoſe coun- 
ſells heknew to be meere deceit and couſonage ? If | 
| thenour hearts vnasked doe offer vs their couniell, 
letvs ſuſpe it:let vs be as icalous ouer our hearts as 
' we would be ouer a knowne crafty decciuer, 

' 2, Not to reſt {ecure in the 1udgement of our 

| ounelicarts. Many bleſſe thegiſclues in their cuill 

| courics, becauſe their ſeared and ſenfelefſſe conſci: 
ences, their decciued and decc1 ving hearts doe not 

, checke them. The trecherous ſelling of Joſe; h was 

ſwallowed downe by his brethren, and didnot trou- 


ble 
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had remooued theſe miſtsof deceit from their cies, 


| then they beheld ir, incheright ſhape, molt ouglie, | 


and monſtrous, and were confounded with the hor- 
; rour thereof, Had they any reaſon to approue their 
fat all chat while, and to applaud themſclues in it, 
becauſe of this deceirfull peace of a deceitful hearr. 
Oſaies one, I thanke God Itinde quict and peace 11) 
mine owne heart, whatſocuer ſuch, and ſuch iudge 
of me for my courſes.But what talkſt thou of peace ? 
or what haſt thou to doe with peace ( as /ehw ſaid ro 


then the deceitfull judgement of thine owne blinde 
and bewitched heart? Thou lookeſt in troubled wa- 
ter, and ſeeſt no deformity in thy face. But ſtay till 
the water be ſctled and cleered, and then thou ſhal: 
ſee what afilthy miſhapen viſage thou haſt. Tell me 


| ſhall haue ſharpened thy dull cye-ſight, rel me then 

, what peace thou haſt? 

| 3+ Since ourhearts as we haue (hewed arc ſode- 

' ceitfull in excuſing and defending of our finnes, it 

, muſt reach vstolabqur for the ſpirir of :27enurty, for 

 thatopen, and plaine heart of Job in confeſling of 
| our innes, that with him we may be able ro ſay, 1/ 

' we haue hid our ſinne 45 did Adam, &c. Though our | 


lehoram )who haſt no other ground ro buildit vpon, | 


tenne yeere hence,orinthe day of thy triall, when | 


blerhem fornigh twenty yeares afterward. The rea- 
ſon was, the miſts of corrupt affeftions dazeled the | 
ciesof their minde, and ſothey could not beholde 

their ſinne in the right forme, but when affliftion | 


thy heart ſhall be freed from theſe deceits, & Chriſt | 
| with the clay and ſpittle of ſome ſharpe affliction | 


| hearts decciucd vs at firſt, tomake vs /enne,, \ cr let 
2 vs. 
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vsnot ſuffer them to deceiue vs further, to make vs 
to defend our finne. This is to adde deceit to deceit, | 
This is double deccitfulneſſe , when /ingle was too | 
much. Excellently Auſtin, 1f thou haſt ſinned thou 
art m darkeneſſe, but by confeſsing thy darkeneſſe, thoy 
ſhalt obtain the illumina'ts of thy darknes: but by defen- 
ding thy darkenes thou ſhalt be darkned in thy darknes. 
And how wilt thou eſcape out of double darkneswho had 
ſo much to doe with ſingle ? Andagain, © Thou haſt 
<« commitcted a (inne. Letir be confeſſed, not defen- 
« ded. If thou wilt take vpon thee the Gefence of thy 
« fjane, thou wilt eaſily be ouercome,%c. For who 
< art thou rodefend thy ſclte > Bee thou ready to ac- 
« cue thy ſelfe.Saynor,cither Ihaue done nothing, 
<« ornofuch great matter, or no more then others. It 
« hauing finned, thou ſaiſt thou haſt done nothing, 
* thou ſhalc be nothing,thonſhalcreceiue nothing, 
«© Godis ready to giuethe pardon. Thou ſtoppeſlt it 
© againſt thy ſcife. He Uay'isready to give ir. Doc 
<* not thoulaythe blocke of chine-owne defence, 
and inſlification againſt it : but open the bo- 
ſame of t'y confeſsi..n., and ſeiſe con- 
demnat:'nfor tt 
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Fine decteits of the heart in perſwading 
to /tinne_-. 


Erherto ofthe f-/? deceit, which is in 1wdgine: | 2-11 1 0tts: 
the ſecond tolloweth in per{wading, And that | © © | 
is either tothe 4-177 of that , which is ear ortothe | 1.76 o euill | 
omi:ting of that which is good, \W his 
In the f/f xinde there are diuers decerts. | 
Thefr/t isto colour grofſc fins with mild termes, | | neceir pain: 
and ſo topreſcii it vnto vs, not in it own proper cO- | ting of ſi-ne 
lours, bur painted and o1lded ouer with ſome thews |" * | 
of vertue, that it might the more calily winde and | 
| inſinuare ic ſelfe into our affeftions. This is like their | 
| deceit that dye courſe cloth in fine colours. Thus | 
| baughtineſſe comes masked in the habir of magnant- uperbia cre | 
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mit y, curioſity would be taken for the deſire of know- | | 
| ledgey#7noraence (lirouds itlelte vnderthename of in- | , on or. 
; nocenc} and rictouſn//e (ſhadowes it ſelfe vnder the |/ 7 en | 
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title of [iberalitie ſaith CAriten. So likewiſe peſti- |, - Ann -26 
lent hereftc hides irſelte vnder the name of profond | "++ ' > wr; 
kaowledge, and deepe learning. Rezel.2, 24. Pride ||| 
' goes vnder the name of cleriline{Je and neatneſle: | « 
| Machiaueliſme 8 worldlines, Pron.2 4,4. of wiſedome Lag Gennes 
; and policic: impudency of preſence ot ſpirit, and law- | vr R 
| fullaudacitie : raſhnes , of fort:tuae: timorouſneſſe, of ol ET ners: 
| cantelouſneſſe : baſe negudlineſſe of 1t parſ1monic: I _ for - 
, drankenneſſe, of good felionſhip: coue. 'onſneſ/r, of — pr3 canto ties. 
busbandrie. And hence is that decertfuls: ſje of riches. <a yg 
in the parable ofine /ower. How are riches decent-| <he 
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' fall? The deceitisin the couctous rich mans heart, 
; that couers his vnſatiable coucting and deſire of ga- 
 thring riches with the gentle & / oneſt name of thrift, 
and frugalitie. Thus wrong and inuuſtice decciues 
often, vnder the colour, and inthe appearance of 
, mercy and compaſsion. As when weerelceue the 
| needy with other folks goods, or (to vie Auſten: ex- 
| ample) when wee fauour a poore man having an ill 
cauſe, againſt a rich man hauing a good. In like 
' manner grddineſſe carries 2 bluſh of zeale: and cho- 
; kr, and furie of valor, and manhood. Whence that 
 ſpecch touching the hery ſpirired man, He hath met- 
tein him. Andit is metiallindecd, bur digged out 
| of the mine-pits of hell , baſe and reprobate metrall 
| which neuer received the image and impreſle of 
| Gods ſpirit. And yet, as they thathaucill eyes,will 
; miſtake one man for another: ſpecially , when the 
ſomewhatreſemble one another ; though —enkry” 
the difference betweene them bee palpable ; and 
ſo ſalute a ſtranger for afriend : fo our pore-blinde 
hearts deceived with that ſhadow of reſem- 
blance, which vice ſometimes carrieth of ver- 
tie, doe ofrent:mes imbrace and recejue grofſc 
vices, in ſ{tcade of glorious vertnes. For as the 
Prince of darkeneflc, the Diuvell doth ſometimes 
| tranſforme him{elfe into an Angellor light , and be- 
, come a white Dizell; (for. 1.T tm.4.1.3. abſtinence | 
from meares, and marriage, ſawouring (one would 
think) of great mortification, are yet dotFrines of 
. dnels: fo allo can the works of darknefſe tranſigure 
, themſclues intorhe workes of light. Not only thoſe 
| workes of light,whercunto they ſeem to come ſom: | 
what | 
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; vhar neerer, but even thoſe,(O ſirange jugling') 
1-41; whuch they are tartheſt diſtant, For ye/low, or 
ne tuch wddlecolour to betaken for white, isno 
{.ch greatdeceitofthe gies : but that blacke ſhould | 
bee caken tor white, thus is a ſtrange deceit indeede. | 
-nd yetthis ts thedeccit of our hearts to ſhape out | 
diverſe vices vnto vs, like thoſe vertues , to which | 
they are moſt extremely contrary. For example, not | 
onely baſe deieion of mind goes vnder the account 
of truc humilicie, but cuen pride it felle, as in thoſe 
that ſecke praiſe by diſabling, and diſprayſing them- 
ſciues; as in Drogenes treading vpon Platers chayre, 
and ſaying, Plats I trample vpon thy pride,who there- 
fore worthily had that anſwere returned him , T hos 
trampleſt ow Pride with greater pride. Thus was it 
in thoſe heretiquesin Peak time, fo humble , that 
_ would not preſume to come to God immedi- | Col,z.12. 
atelic, they would notdare to worſhip him, but the 
Angels. Andyetoftheſe men, in whom humilitie 
made ſo great anoyſe, the Apoſtles not afraide to 
ſay thatthey are puft wp in therr fleſbly mind:lo a proud | 
hamility, And ſuch is thatof the Pepyſtr,in whipping 
themſclues: for in theſe things they ſwcrue fromthe 
wiſedome of the worde, and follow their owne in- 
uentions. And what greater pride.thenfor a man to 
'thinke himſelfe wiſer then God, to Jeaue the dire- 
' tion of his worde, and to exalt his owne fancie a- | 
| boue it? Thus Pawid deſcribeth the proud man.Thos | 19 22: 
haſt aeſtroied the curſed proxd. Bur who are theſe ? | 
| Thenext words tells vs, tha! doe erre from thy com | | 
| mandements: And afterward in the ſame pſalm, ver. | | 
' 85. Theproud haxe digeed vits for me. Burwho bee | | 
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thoſe proud ones ? \ which conforme not themclues to! 
thy law. Letthere be neuer ſuch [hewes of humility, | 
ifrherein we prefer our owne wils to Gods,it ts bur 
| fokn.13.8. | pride varnilhed with ſomecolours of humility. Pe- 
| ter no doubt, thought himſelfe humble, when hee 
would not let Chritt wath his fect. But this was on- 
ly the deceittulneſſe of his owne heart. For indeed 
he was proud in ſo doing; becaule, in retuling to 0- 
bey Chriſts comm andement,hee made himſeite wi- 
ler then Chriſt. Alixe deceittull was the Baptilts hu- 
mility in retuttng to walh Chritt, that was Peters in 
retuling to be wathed by him. Had wee not neede 
now to haue our cics in our heads, lealt other wile 
our cunning hearts obtrude vice vpon vs, in ltcede 
| ot vertue? what morectteCtuall argument can they 
vietoallure our alte:tionsro the loue and 11 king of} 
1nne, then ro ſer this falſe glotle vpon it? \Vhen the 
Prou.7.14 |{trumpet would entiſe the younker: to commit tol- | 
lie with her, ſhe doth nor give her linne-the right | 
name of nithines which it deſerued,tor that would 
(hauedriuen him away, bur (hee hangs outthe /#y- 
94/1 of a tw ect and louc! ycitle, ther with inueizling 
| the youth, Come let ws take onr fill of lone,an ae, ht 
| our ſelnes in dalrance. Beaſtly whoredome is but 
| ry bout lone and; Aalzance. So the fluzgard qualifies and molli- | 
is.  * | fies his thamefull floath with the ſweet name of 
| «fie7.4.3. | peace, and fo lulls himfelte a tlecpe in his finne, Better | 
| han. full with quirmneſſe,(l0 hee termes his itoth) 
| | then two handfulls with [:bour and wexation. Thus our 
| hearts, bawds forthe filthy ſtrumpet, (in, tcach hir | 
| thistricke of deceittuineſle, ro corre&t her naturall 
| deformitte, with theſeartificiall paintings , that ſo 
we 
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| we ve might be caught! the ſooner. Butas the heat of | 
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' the ſunn$,or of the fire wil eaiily dilcouer rhe pain- | 
ting ofthe harlot, by melting it away : ſo will rhe 
| heat of cods word,it we bring.this painted & trap- 

| ped itrumpetther ero,plaine!y thew, that her beau- 
' ty cameout ot the boxeof a4 deceittull heart. And 


— " 


| then when theſe daubings are walhed off fro this | 


lezabell, that we may ſee her in her owne hue , wee 
| did not ſo much love hir betore ,but,as Ammon did 


Thamar , WCe (hall ewile as much loath her atter- 


ward. 

2. Deceit, which our hearts vie to inſnarevs, 1s 
to make {how of being very reaſonable,and thame- 
| faced, in crauing butalictleat our hands : ; bearing | 


| vsin hand, thatif this little bec granted, they will | 
re!t contented therewith and wil demand no more. 


W "0 cintruth there is a doublecoſenage, 

. Thar there are ſome tinnes which are bur lit- 
Le ones, T ts was part ot the Phariſees lexen, calling 
ſome commandements of God but lttle commande- 
| menis,not much to bee regarded, So now many ac- 
| COUNT faith and trot) to be put petty oaths, Fornica- 


, ON 1510dged bur at» ickeof youth ; Though yet S. 


Pal (to vic the words of that molt revcrend man 
of God)1in itead of that cloake of naturall infirmity 


e"#PY 


» Deceitcon- 


Iiihmo oft two 


| branches, 


and hear of youth, wherewith we vſe to couer this ; 
' tin, Puts VPON Ita blouay cloake barhed 1n the bloud | 
of thiree.and twenty thouland all ſmitten in one | 


| 


| 


day for tins fo lightatricke. And S. Paul e'{c's liere 


| having » dehorted from fornication and ſome other 


nes, which our deceittull hearts vie to cxtenuate, 


| 


adderh this watch-word ; bee not deceived. Theſe | 


things 


— 
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things are morethen tricks, more then matters of 
[port,or icſt:for,for theſe things comes the wrath of God | 
pon the children of diſsbedience.W hat now?are thoſe 
lite finnes, which bring on vs the great wrath of 
ſo infimtea maieſty ? And ts it now butatricke to 
goeto hell? whether the weighteuen ofthele little 
linnes, as it were ſmall ſands, v/ill linke the ſhip of 
our ſoules, as well as our greater and grofler {innes, 
as it werethe heauier burthens ofthe [hippe. Small 
leakes in ſhips, and ſmall breaches in walls, beeing 
negleted leeſe both (hippes and cities. And ſuch 
tradeſmen, as in their accounts regard not (ſmall 
ſummes, will quickly prooue banke routs. Diſobe- 
dience, Hens in never ſo ſmall matters, as in en- 
ting ofan apple, gathering a few ſtickes on the Sa- 
baoth, looking into,and touching of che Arke, is 
yet in Gods account,no {mall matters. For how ſe- 
uerely hath hee puniſhed all cheſe, then which yet | 
what can wee imagine lighter ? Butit is not the 
ſmalneſſe ofthe things thar leſſens either our obe- 
dience,or diſobedience. There is the ſamereaſon of 
roundneſſe ina ſmall ball, which ina greater one: 
and fo of obedience, or diſobedience, in ſmaller or 
greater matters. A little thing is little, bur faithful- 
neſſe, and fo alſo vnfaithfulneſſe in a little, isa great | 
matrer. Foritis Gods commandementrhat ties to | 
obedience in leſſer things, as well as in greater: and | 
thar is deſpiſed,as well in the breach ofthe leſſer, as 
ofthe greater. Let vs not then thinke that any i1nne 
i5 little; 1nce the very leaſt are committed againtt ſo | 
great a God, and bring vpon vsſo greata danges. 
More by far,in ſome reſpeRts, then bf thoſe, which 
we 
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wee count the greater. For in the greater we ſooner 
come to the {tghr of them, and ſo ro repentance for 
| them:whereas inthe leſſer, we notdiſccrning them, 
through this deceitfulneſſe of hearr, to bee {nes at | 
all , goconin them, without repentance zando, | 
through irrepentance, in the lefler, Iyc open tothar 
danger, which by repentance, wee happily eſcaped 
_ | inthe greater, 
i. Bebdevthis, there is alſo another deceit, that 
it we will yeeldto this little, we (hall no further bee 
importuned for any more. For howſocuer the be- 
ginnings of ſinne are verymodeſt and maydenlike,and 
the ſluggard craues but s little feepe, bus « little finan- 
ber, as Auflen inhisfirſt conuerſion:yet ſmne is of an 
 incroaching nature, like the rivers, ſmal at the firſt ri- 
ſing, iipreads, and inlarges it ſelfe in going, as 
a gangreme it creepes on by degrees, from one part 
to another, till in the ende it hauce conſumed the 
whole. Sochat grant ic bur her 42k , and this l:2tle 
| will quickly come to a great deale, Giue it but an 
; inch, and it will rake anel. Ler the nt but winde 
| in his head, and hee will draw his whole body after. 
| When the Leuites father in Law had drawne him 
; to ſtay tillnoone, he drewhim on further to ſtay all 
night, yea and till towards the cuen of the next day. 
 Indges 19. Ifhe had named che whole rime athirit, 
 andprayed hnn to haue ſtayed ewodaies longer, he 
| had neuer obtained it, Bur art firſt, craving onely 
, halfe a day, he comes atlengrth togertwodaics. It 
-| our hearts ſhould demand all that they wlll bring vs | 
| ctomthe ende, they would neuer bee heard : bur | 


through their deceicfull modefty of asking bur alir- | 
tle? 
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tle, by degrees they quickly entilc vs on to more. 
| How true this is, will catily appeare,if either we look 
roche matter oi /:1th, orof marners. Þ orthe matter 
| of faith,or dodrine; witneſle the Pop luperſtition, | 
in moſt of her horrible hereties , which were not ſo 
| groſle at the firil, as now they are, bur afterthat the 
(cedes and foundations of them were ſecretly laide 
inthe ground in the primitiue Church,the degene- 
rating ages that ſuccceded, added , one this peece, 
another that, till at the length, in proceſle of time, 
they came 10 that monſtrous detormitie which now 
we ſce. Theprimacie of the Komane Bilhop at hit, 
was onely inregard of order and howour , not of the 
| power & tnri/41t:on, which afterward he obtained. 
Monaſticalllife at firſt was only for ſafery jn time of 
| perſecution: & the monalteries of the ancient were 
' not much diftering from our colledges. The vſe of i- 
| | mages in Churches was firſt onely hiſtorical. After- 
ward, thus much beinggranted,the idolatrous hart 
| of man neuer gaue oner, tillthe're/rg70% vie obtai- 
'ned. Such is the danger of yeelding bur to the very 

| leaſt occations, and beginnings cf errour and idola- 
kr» Afilefaus bhisimage oameout of his priuare parlor 

} into the common hall,then into the {treet,next into 

the Churchyard, then tothe porch of the Church , |. 

after char,to be onthe wall, laſt of all it gat vpon the | 
altaris (clic. After his had made his wicked altar, 
and.offered vpon'ir,he brought itinro the remple, 
tic(t ferting it by the braſen alter, but then he broght| 
| ' it further intothe houſe,and aduanced ittoa higher 
\Kine.16,12 | PIECE, andict itonthemarthſide of Gods altar. Lo 
| 3.14. | how dolatry iecrerly,' and by ſtealth creepes in, 
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and gets roomeoftherruth,firlt for one arme,then 
for another; then for the other parts, till ar length 
thetruthir ſelfe be wholly iuſtled out. If error got | 


inthechaxcell: if it may be ſuftred to bein the porch | 
it will not be long but you thall fee it poſletIcd ot | 
the Church it ſelfe , and ietring ir in the pulpit. \W har | 
ſhall we fay then to tholereconcilers of vs and the | 
Romanijts, that would haue vs yeeld in ſomethings | 
vnto them? Aſluredly,ifonce the (luces be opened 
the waters mult needs runne a maine : if the gate 
be ſeropen, the befieging enemy will enter, What 
(hall we ſay likewiſe to thoſe, that th:nke it no ſuch 
great matter to yeelde vnto {[howesand appearan- 
ces of idolatry?as for trauailers into idolatrous pla- 
ces to thew ſome kinde of reuerence to the hoaſt, 
to kiſle the Popes toe, if yet thele be ſhewes onely of 
idolatry. Certainely theſcare but thooing-hornes 
ro draw on further matters. Therefore the leaſt (ins 
in euery commandement are reproached with the 
name ofthegreatelt, asthe vnchalt glaunce ottke 
{ cie with adulterie, and Paulcals the Cormmthians (it-_ 
ting downeat theidolaters feaſt, though without 
all intent of honouring the idol, by the odious 
name of idolatry: becauſe theſe lefler and petty mat- 
ters (as we count them) make way, and paue a cau- 
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 ſey for the greater. Henceit was that /ob freed him- 
ſe'te, not onely from the groſler idolatry, but even 
from the leaſt thew of it, in outward faſhions ; noc 
onely trom worlhipping the ſunne and moore, 
but eucn. from his bands kiffing of his mouth, a 


| geſture onely ot adoring. And becauſe heerein our 
harts 
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hearts notably iuggle, therefore he ſaith. If mine— 
heart hath beexe decerued m ſecret , or if mine hand hath 
 ki//ed my moath, Thereby ſhewing that it isa part of 
our hearts deceitfulneſlc to draw vs on firſt to theſe 
' matters of leſſe account, that afterward wee might 
| the moreealily digeſt the greater. Ofthis Moſes (ce- 
| meth to {peake, when he ſaith to Iracll, Beware eff 
| your hearts deceme you, namely vpon occalion ofthar 
great proſperity betore ſpoken of, that goins backe-, 
 atthe fir{t onely from your feruor,and zeale in my 
true ſeruice, at length, by degrees, you /hould worſhip 
Deut.11-16. Strange Gods, ana bow downe &nto them. \W heretore 
letno mandecciue himſelfe, ſaying, O this is but a 


whole lamp. A little ſparke often kindles a great fire, 

denouring to deſtruction. Aſſuredly in the iuſtice 

of God, puniſhing ſmaller (innes with greater, they 
that make no conſcience of ſmaller vntruths, in 
time cometo haue ſuch large conſciences, & wide 

throats,thar they can ſwallow down grofle errors, 
as it were great gobs at once. Hawing fallen to the 

Diuels porr:dze, they will thortly eat of his fleſh, and 
' trom eating ofthe huskes of grapes, they will come 
| atlength roeat ofthe grapes themſelues,and from 
| thisrorhe drinking of wine it ſelfe For whereas it is 
; onely the commandement ofthe Lorde that binds 
'vs inthe greiter matters, hee that hath boldly be- 
' gun to ſhake off this yoke in the leſſer, what is there 
; that can holde him f 
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| vpon 
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{mall matter, why thould any ſtand fo much vpon | 
this? Yea but this {mall matter is a ſtrong cart-rope | 
ro plucke greater after it. A little lewen leaveneth the 
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| 


| | {t ro the Lord in the greater? |. 
(Gal.r.s, , Chry/oſtome is very zealous in this point, writing | 
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| vpon thoſe words of Pau/concerningthoſethat vr- 

ged the ceremonies of Moſes, Bat there are ſome that | 4'9+i nm | 

would ouerthr ow the Goſpel of Chrijt, hy but , faith | 500 nn ne” 

that Father, tvez retammed the Goſpeil, * onely they | 1 uBerat; 

* would haue brought ina lewith rite,or two. And | YT 

« yerthe Apoltle lates that heereby the Golpell is | 244m rrp | 

« ſubuerted, to ſhew how buta little thing, becing 1m cms © 

« entowardly mingled, mars al.Foras in the Kings | |” 

*«coine, he that clippes off buta little of lis image | 

« {tamped thereon, imbaſeth the whole peece:lo it 

* any {hall overthrow but the leaſt parcell of the 

« truth, it is wholly corrupted , trom thele begin- | - wxdohroſbg 

« nings proceeding alwaies to worſe things: where ' ;;,,,** 

* are rhey now who condemne vs as contentious, | 

| « begaule of our diſagreement with heretikes?—let | 

' «them heare what Pas ſaith, namely thatthey did ; 

'« ouerthrow th2 Goſpell, who brought in but a lit- | | 

«tle innouation, So daungerous did this holy | | 

| man hold it, to yeeld though neuer ſo little, to er- | 

| rour, becaule of this deceit, whereby the whole 

truth is ſecretly vndermined. Wee would not giue | 

place ſaith Paul, by ſubiection one houre to Molaique | 

rites vrged by the falſe Apoſtles that the trueth of the | 0116ututum 

Goſpel! (indangercd belike by thoſe rites) miohi con | item reram 

| tinue. If we never (o little fippe ofthe cup of errour, | 

We {halldrinke our ful: draught, yea we {hallgoon, 

in carouſing, till we be drunke therewith. It we be- | 

gin neuer ſolittie to nibble vpon theſe meats, wee | 

 thall fil our ſelues with them , and caterill we (ur- | 
| 


y$ 


14H, 


| er.nt, 


ſer. 
Neither is this perſwafion from the ſmalneſſe of ! 
tac linne deceitful onely in matter of dottrine, bur | 
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allo of life, and conuerlation, Witneile the man 
experiences of Gods children, who,winking at final 
ler {innes,haue beene plunged into greater, and yet 
(fo cunning]y and clolely is this deceit carried) they 
haue not eſpied the change. For that which our Sa- 
wtour ſpeaketh concerning the grouth of grace, that 
itis infenſible, like to that ofthe come, where the 
ſcede ſprings and growes, firſt the blade, then the 
eares,then the ful corne, the husbandman not know- 
ing how, may as tralic be (aid concerning the grouth 
of wickedneſle ; Afterthat the ſmaller ſecdes of this 
vnhappy ceckle and darnet are once recciued into 
our harts, they ſhoot forth, and ſtill riſe higher, and 
higher, without our feeling or diſcerning : becauſe 
of this creeping, ſtealing, and deceitful pace of ftnne 
whereby ſtep by ſteppe, by little and little it aſcen- 
 deth vp 1n vs, tilit be come to his full height. Hence 
that admonition , Remember from whence thow art 
fallen. For we,becauſe we fall by degrees, our harts 
deceitfully getting this {1ttle,do not fo well perceiue 
how farre we arc fallen, til we caft backe our cies to 
that high hill where we ſtood before, and then wee 
{ce howmilerably we haue beene decciued, 


— 


not of any of thy infirmiries , as Zot of his T ſoar , 0 
is not this abittleone? may Inort bee diſpenſed with, 
for thislictle, fo I go no fucther?may I not giue mine 
eye liberty to wander alittle inwanton glaunces? 
may I notlet looſe the reines to my tongue to friske 
| [tour a little, in ſome idle, andlaſciuious ſpeeches? 
| may nor vnihakle my feere, and giue them leaue 
' to carry me to fuch and ſuch places? May 1 not doe 


2 


— 


Flatter wenot then our (clues in this deceit. Say | 


n 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 
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, adogge will runne away from thee, as long as zhou 
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| canſt carrie burning coales in thy boſome , and not | 
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all this,ſo I doeno more, 1o | breake not our into the | | 
outward acts of vncleanneflc ? No more, O foole? | | 
How canſt thou chuſe but do more ? Thinkeft thou | 


caſteſt him bread ? or that flaxe will not conceine | | 
fame,when thoupntrelt fire thereto? or that thou | | 


be burnt? No no.Ifonce thou haſt let looſe thereins | 
to theſe madde horſes, thou mailt not looke to {tay | 


| tizem when thou wouldeſt, Ifonce thou giueſt leaue | | 


Ls , 
Ls ”ft # T ( 


rot!;y corrupt aftectionsto begin to play their parts, | * | 
124t:tn 
thou ti alc hardly make them give ouer. Though at | 4... ay. 


 firit they be but weake, yer afterward they raiſe vp |". + Laeft| 


 theirſpirits, and ger ftrength ingoing. Eatieritisto |; w_ Fe 
keeperhem our, then to truſt them out, Heare not = rat, 1 
then theſe cunning inſinuations of thy heart, oh bur | © wo | 
a little 1dlenefle, but a {itt7e wantonnelle, 2 lule foo- + .9r%s after | 


— — — _ Ou — — 


lIiſhnes, and then wee haue done; oh bur this little pw ur 0am | 


HA Wn, 


ſtretchesitſelfe farre. This ſomewhat goes a great |; | 
way, and will not ſtay where we would. The Pro- | -157- 11m | 


uerbe is falſe heere, Modicum non nocet , A little | _ 
' burts not, Yes aliule hurts a great deale. Laden}; , —_— 1 
' vſher greatones, and bring them into the cloſers of 5 4%: 4/17»: 
ofourhearts. And heere behold a notable peeceof! ; « foafe | 
cunning fraud intheſecrafty hearts of ours, la per-| {eva | 


EI 


(wading and inueagling vs toſinne, they vrge hard 
that itis but a lietle they craue: what? will you lticke | | 
with vsfor ſolittle? but when this little is once yeel- 
ded them, then they tell vs, that hauing done lo | 
much, it makes no great matter, ifnow we goe al:t 
tle further : We cannot bee much worle, then wee | 
are. As when we haue miſpent ſome part of the day | 
O in | 
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| 
; ans 
in in idicneſle, rnen it reaſonsthus with vs. Now thou 
| haſt] olt this part of it, thoucanſt do no great good ! 
| with theremainder:1 By were even be Lode idle (Ul. , 
| The like may beeſaide inthe matter of lying,thee- | 
| ving, vncl lcanneſſe. When we haue bur yeclded a 
tele, then our hearts tells vs, wee haue cracked our | 
credit With that we haue done already ; We Were as | 
; good go forward novw, as ſtand ſtill. Hence it15,that 
when men hauconce begun to finne in any kinde, | 
| chey haueſoluſtilyla (hedon: As lakob in his lying, 
| to his Father //acke, firſt, la Fſ/au , &c. then bee-| 
ing demanded how he came to his v eniſon ſo quick- 
ly, he goeth further, moſt indignely abuting the ho- 
lyname of God hinlelfe \The Lord tir; God breuzht it 
tomyhin1.So Saul ins wearing and curſing; firſt, 
CnrſedLe the man that exteth food nll night : then, 45 
the Loyd liueth that ſauecth Iſrael! ; thouzh it bee lona- 
thin he all die. And againe,CGoad ao ſo, and .orc alſo, 
| wnleſle thon aye the death thus. So Peter , fam 
| one deniall,ruthes onto aſecond, athird ; and from | 
a mple deniall,to adeniali witit execration, Ouzy | 
booes, oner bores, as wee lay. Solikeinthisregard 
are the watersof ſinne tothoſe in Ez-kiel. For they 
| comeſtealing onwby degrees, and ariſc from the 
| ankles to the knees , and ſo | igher and higher. Yet| 
| heercin vnlike, thatthey (! ay nor at the chi: Inc, as 
\ thoſe do, but 0c our head,andeares, and drowne 
15 in perperuall perditi 10N. WW ce muſt then carry a 
| Rvait hand ouer on t3,and be as farre from gra- | 
[ti ying themiathe!c cir [-:tles of (finne , as wiſer 
Phyſittans are thetr patients, nth tales of meats 
| and drinkes hurtfull. For it tareth with vs in lining, | 
| ac! 
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as in cating, where one bit drawes downe another ; | 

| though athrſ{t wee purpoled to ea: little,or nothing. | 

| And as wee get aftomache, and prouc ke our apPC- 

| tite, ſometimes by cating, ſois our fitneſle for; and 

| delirc after ſinne increatcd by Degin ning 20 Ga For 

| as cuery good worke increaleth our holneſle, and lo 
| hability tor obedience, according tothatof'S. Parl, | ow. 22, 
| Beina made the (eru ints of Goa ye haue your fr, uit 18 hg. 

| kneſſ: ſo euety ſinne addeth to our pollution, lea- 

| uing behind it akince of (taine in the foule,v hereby 
| it is thereadier for furthcr di{obedience. vw hence 
ir comes to paſſe, that hauing begunne tolſay yea to 
' finne, burfor aliile, wefind itlo lard atterward to 
ſay 1 ir*«.in farre greater matters, and haning ſatiHſti- 
 edthe ſmaller requeſts of ſinnc wee are made faire 
' more calie, and inclinable vato her greater de- | 

, mands. Henc2 that warning of the Apoll]e. Bre 19; 

' decerued, Euill wordes corrupt good minntrs. Your 

' decceitftull heart will beare you in hand, that it mart- : 
ters not ſo much for wordes. Itis bur a ſinall matter. | 
what words or phraſes one vies. But the truth is, cuil | » bcc 7 e- 
' words,as ſmall as you make of them will bring on @- | #14 /orbel Dex 
uill deedes. Monica Auſtens mother ( as himſelfe re-: ;..... wv. 
ports it) when ſhe was a maide, began to {ippe alit- 451 1» 
tle wine, as ſhe poured it forth: for her parents. Bur w_ 
' marke what followed vpon this ſipping. Dayly ad-! own: 4:4 
; ding ſaith S. AuZen vno her hit little new Iittles, DORN. Panty 
| becauſc he thar maketh no bones of {mall matters! ..,, a*/wci: c 

' bylittle and little will fall co greater, (hee cameto | ot 1c nt 

| thar paiſe,that ſhe could with great grcedines draw | 77" fn 
ary almoſt whole cups tul of wine, Lo what comes |! 4+ nl (wn 
but of ſipping, and kithing che cup. But the example |” = 

O 2 ” a. 
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of Alipins, , related alſo by t the ſame Father, is farre 


more rematxable ; who beeing imporcuned by his | 


companions to go tothoſle bloudy (pectacles of rhe 
gladiatoric combats, at length with much adoc he 
yeclded,yer put po! ing with himſclie, /andrelling 
them fo much,) chat he would keepe his etes (hur, 
and ſo be abſent,cuen while(t he was preſent, ouer- 


comming both his friends, by going with them, and | 


aliothe {1ghts to which he went with them, by bee- [ 
wg but a blinde beholder of them, Bur bein 


S 


g COMe |, 


thither,and vponthetall of one of the fighters the | 
people making a great outcrye,hee could no longer | 


hold his cies ſhut, buc longing to ſee what the mar- 


tar Was, opened then , fixed them vpon that barba-. 


rous {igltt, and fedde hem with the cruell pleature 


thereot. Sothatnow, faies Auſten, he was not the ſame 


| hethat came thether, bat one of that multitude to which 
| he was come, a r12ht companion of thoſe with whom he 


c:ime L e beheld and looxed on with there? , e1ed oat 


- | with them,was inflamed with them, and cmried thene: 

| that maanciſe , whichwron2 bt in him aniich of vetur- 

.\1112,#0t onely withthem tht browght him thi her, as 
86 mpanren abut before them as a captu:ne and rinvles- 

.\ der of many ot/ers, But among all examples there 15 


none to that of Salomins. The beginning of whoſe 


ouerthrow was from this deceit. it had been 2 hard 


matter for fo excellent :1man at rhe firit dathto hane 
' beene brought rothat height of detection: no. No 


man ſuddenly becomes notorioully v; icked,fpecial- 

iv iauing bene eminently vertuous before, bur {tcp 
by itep, piece and peecc, heere alittle, and there a 
lictle, Loetherefore how Salzmons decentull heart 


tovied 


_ P_ 
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| 

moderate vſe ofpleaſures,inthemſclues lawfull,per- | 
{wading him yet that he ſhould ſtill, together with | 
the vieot them, retain his wiſdome, his piety. Bur in | rcclec.z.z. * 
the cuent it prooued otherwiſe. As the loue of plea- | 
ſures went in, ſo the loue of godlineſle, went out by | 
degrees, his zeale cooled, his forwardneſle laked, 
The exceſsiwe vie,& loue of lawful pleaſures brought 
him firſt to a defed#i#eloue of Gods word, and from | 
thencetotheloue of vnlawfull pleaſures in women; | 
and then bodily adulterie brought him at length ro | 
ſpirituall, cuento fearfull idolatry, as is obſerued by 
| 

| 


Nehemiah, Neh.13.26. 
Our wiſedome then muſt be to take heede (as the : 
Apoſtle adnoniſheth) of this decer/t/ulneſ/e of /inne, cans 
leaſt we be hardened, and habituared in {inne.For a 
habir, and hardneſle in finne comes not at firſt, but 
by degrees, when, by receiuing the {cede of euill, 
and entiſing thoughts , wee come to conceiue, and 
then, as James ſheweth, luſt haning conceined, finne us 
brought forth, and being brought forth is perfited by [lam 1.14.15 
| daily pradZiſe, which bringeth cu/tome, and cuſtome | Pn (1ter 
neceſsity. $othatnow wee are miſerably inthralled |,7 cy aeude, 
' toſinne. Sith then wee cannot well bee rid of this | 44» conſur- | 
ehueſt, ifonce intertained, let vs bee warie how we | mnt, 
enter into the leaſt parley with him; ſince when we | neceſires. Avg. 
areonce entred but alittle intothis countrey, wee | 45: 


_ 
4 Y +bu qS5.1 TE 


| know not well how to get out, itis beſt for vsnotto | «rev neneſ 7a. 
' come neereſo much asto the con.ines, and borders | #6971 3 ef | 
thercof. Itisnotgood comming within the reach | 7720 
| of the Lion, for feare of being caught, Neithe: isie| 
| good to comeneerethe bankes (ide, for feare of fal- | 
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ling. Chry/oſtome tels vs that it is a ſafe rule,not on- 
ly to auoide (inne ir ſelfe,bur alſo things ſeeming in- 
different, that may toule and draw vs on to finne, 
And he inſtances in laughter, and quipping, and de- 
licious feaſting, from whence haue flowen many 
miſchicfes. Thele indifferent things, atleaſt fo ſee- 
ming, he accounteth the edge or the hull, and bids vs 
take heede how we vſe them. And in truth though 
ſuch things may ſeeme nothing , yet there is much 
deccit, and danger in them. They are like Els his 
cloud, which ar firſt ſeemed very lictle, no bigger 
then ones hand , yet by and by ir ouerſpreads the 
whole skie,and cauſeth a daſhing ſhower. Where- 
fore as the Prophet, inthe firſt riſing of the cloude 
bad the king hye him to his chariot, to auoide the 
tempeſt ſo muſt we,foreſeeing the danger of a great 
rempeſt euecn in theſeſo little clouds, fAlye ro our 
(helcer preſently. The /ewes beeing forbidden ro 
make couenants with the Gemtles, they alſo abſtei- 
ned from drinking with them , becauſe that was a 
ceremony vſed in ſtriking of couenants, and lo it 
might haue drawenthem on therero. And Exe ha- 
uingreceiued a comin wndement trom God onely | 
nottoeer,faicsſhemuſt not rowch the truit of the tree | 
ofknowledge of good and eu:l. I'or rouching might | 
haue drawne on taſting. The like warmefle it wee | 
ſhall vſe, then m1 ay wee eſcape thigggeceitfull ſnare * 
of our talle and traudulen! hearts, Other wile it wee | 
be too tooregardletie of lnallermatters,ot the oc- | 
caſions and preparatives to {inne,quickly (hall wee | 
be caught. And as in the bodylittle prickes of apin 
negletcd haue bred wrancklings in the fleſh, and | 
thence 


| "= deceufulneſſe of mans heart. 


thence worſe matters haue followed , euen death ir 
ſelfe at laſt:ſo here in the foule, our conniuence & 0- 
uer fauourable indulgence to our ſmaller finnes can- 
not bnt invite and call, yea and with a magnerical] 
kinde of attra&tion forcibly draw vnto vs further,and 
far more dangerous miſchictes. 

The third deceit is to tickle our affetions, and ſet 
our de(ires afloate, by preſenting vnto vs the meere 
and pure pleaſure of (inne. For howſocuer the plea- 
ſure of ſinne bee a paintull pleaſure , afoure-ſweerte, 
which hath much bitterneſlce mixed ; yerour hearts 
cunningly hide and conceale thar. The fleſh by ve- 
hemency of temptation raiſeth ſuch clouds,chat the 
light of our vnderſtanding is taken away,as inDauid, 
in his adulcery, the fleſh did fo poſſeſſe him with the 
apprehenſion of the preſent pleaſurable delight of 
his finne, that hee could not thinke of thatthame, 
that greefe, thoſe wounds of conſcience, thoſe bre- 
ken bones, thoſe ſharpe correfions that were to fol. 
low. Thus the Diuell deait with our Sawieur , hee 
ſhewed him the world, and all the g/orie therof.Bur 
there was alſo much erzefe as well as glorie in the 
wosld : but hee would (hew him none of that. So 
there is farre more gall, and bitterneſle, then honic 
and (weetneſſe in finne; yer our deceitfull harts will 
not ler vs take any notice thereof. like the /ſraehres, 
| that could remember the fleſhpors and onions, but 
| not the brickes, not the bondage of Egyor. Thus wee 

deuide that of Salomon Go toyour man, 1't thy heart 
chee-e thee in the daies of thy youth, &c : ſuppreſſing, 
that which followes, Bat know th:t.for aliths, God 
will bring thee to indgement. Thusche umpure wan- 
O4 ron 
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ton deceiuerh himiclie,who hatkencih tothe lweet| 
voice of the flattering harlor, Stolen waters are ſweet | 
enithe bread of d:ceit 1s pleaſant. But nee knowes not, 
{uith S:lomon , that the dead are there , and that hir | 
huefts are im the dep'bof ell, This deceit 1s much} 
like that of boycs,11ding apinne m aftaireroſe, and | 
lo pricking thoſe that ſmell of them 3 or like that of} 
tradelmen,that ſhew their chapmen the bercerpart | 
ot che cloath, and hude the worle. But to deliucr our 
iclues from the danger oi this deceit; we mult, when 
we arethus tempted with the ſenſe of preſent plea- 
lure, caſt our cics beyond it, and looke behind ir, ro 
{eethe long tail ithach ofmany ſorrows, & vexatios. 
Wemutlt labor as well to {orciee what 15 to come as 
we lee what ispreſent:dothehe Diucll ſhew thee,as 
once our Sauior a goodly (ight of honor, glory,plea- 
ſure,profc, \c.inf{1n? That thou mailt not be inuea- 
gled therwith, thoumuſt put down his (1ght with a- 
nother {1ght of ſhame, terror,torment here & in hel, 
& other ſuch like attendants of fin, which are to bee | 
leenc in the word. Think as wel of the ſource ſauce, as | 
of che {weer meats welof /aels nayleto picrce our 
ceimples,as of her niik,&lodgingto rcheucourthiiſt | 
& weariacs;as welof Dal:/ahs {cillers to cut our hair, 
as of herlap colul vs atleep;as well of the pricking, as | 
of the pleatantnes of che haw-thorns, The Greck Po- 
etlaics wittily, 1f the pare of the healach mere before 
the pleſure of the wine none woul:s be drick. li we could | 
in our apprehenſi6, feel the paineof fa before ha :d, 


© | wee ſhould c{cape the ſaakethatlie, hid vader the | 


{ 


greenegrafle,the hooke that hes coucred vnder the | 


| pleaſant bait. This is Salomors aduiſe 1a the trempta» | 
c10n | 
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' tionto  drunkennes « euen then when our teeth arc ſet | 
| on Water with the plealant colour ot the wine {prin- | 
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| Pre,23 31.32. 


\ ling &leap! nginthe, claſſe, to remeber t] atyern 


| 
\theen' Uirnulirelike aſer; en!ycy hart like acockiatrice, 
And fo in tEpration to oaclen Y wy the fair ſpeec!) 


lat! er end 1s bitter as wormews 04, ani ſniper then a- 
ny two-edgedſword. For heere tr. iely hati: place that 
(peechot tbaer,to loab, know eſt thor not it will be 
b; tterneſſe inthe latter ene. Sine may well briog 
with:it a flattering pleafurcinthe enaic, but it al- 
waics cloſes with a bitter remoile inthe end. 
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hope of Go Js mercy for pardon. T lus is a very viuall 
& dagerous deceit.Like that ot the diuels to our Sa- 
uior, Caſt thyſelte downe headlong, forthe Angels 
(hal bearthee vp.So our harts to vs,calt your ſclues, 
implige yourſelues into this or that lin: The mercy 
of God (hall help you out. Poylon thy lelfe: heer is a 
coliter- poyſon.Breakthy head: nereisa plaiiter.S!!r- 
| fet:herce is a Phyſitio. An intolerable thing it 15th ar 
| the mercy of God, the only inuitcr and prouoker of 
' our obediEce alroughtl c tophuliryotteſenaughty 
; harts of ours,ſhould be made an a!luer & very baud 
| a5itwereto al ſk:hines. There:s m:rcy with thee auth 


| the Propher, what #thatthou mighteſt be de! pited, 


| The 4. deceit is, when ir perlwadeth vsto ſin,vpon | 


p, " 
& alluring beauty of the 1213ot, to r-mCoer tht hey | 
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 blaſphe! ned? nozthat il ou mizhtiit bs feared And the | 
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 loue of Chr15f eaines Paal: o dutte. Ihcoactorc 
ſee whatnoble decci! uers our [:carts are, that can 
make that an entiſcrto {tnne, wich of ie folder iecha 
( O'NLy powerfull, and conitraining perſivader to g0d- 
| lincile, Butler them take hecde leatt tlicir ope of 
| MCercic 
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; mercie benot preſumption. As a man paſting over 
| a bridge, wich his falſe | Sacha make to {eeme 
| broader, then indeed it is, being thereby decered, 
| goes belides the bridge andſo 15 drowned: fo is it 
| with thoſe, whoſe deceitiull hearts make rhe bridge 
of Gods mercy larger then it is,they are in danger of 
falling belide it intothe waters of cternal deſtrufti- 
on. For thogh Gods mercy be of the largeſt extent, 
 yetit is bounded with his tcuth. And therefor viual 
| # in the Scriptures wee finde thele iwo coupled ro- 
gether, Gods mercy & his truth. So that Gods mer- 
cy may not be ſuch,whereby his rrueth in ante forte 
ſhould be impeached. As ic ſhouldifir beproſtitu- 
red irſelfe indifterently, and promiſcuouſlic to all, 
| as well the infolent and impznitent, as the poore, 
' humble and broken hearted ſinner. For vnto theſe 
latter onely is the promiſe of mercy made. Andif 
to the others the gate of mercie ſhould be ſer open; 
. Gads mercies (as Salomon {aics of the wickeds thar 
| they are cruell mercies) ſhould bee falſe, and vniuſt 
1aercies. But God neuer yerlearned foro bee mer- 
 cifull, asto make himſelfe falſe, and vnfaithfnll. 
a> Theffthaeceitis, when our hearts the better to 
'y hearten vs to ſinne, plead the neceſſity of liuing in 
this world, and majntaining our ſclues & our char- 
' ges. O wee muſt needes live,ſay ſome. And vnleſſe 
| weedoerhus,and thus (fay breake the Sabaothylie, 
| {weare, defraud, &c.) wee cannot liue. F/an vnder 
this pretenceſold away heauen. He was veric hun- 
| grie,& konwing not how torelecue the neceſſity of 
hungerotherwiſe, then by accepting of /akebs con- 
ditions, accepted them. I muft maintaine my life 
faith 
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ſaith E/a#. At this preſent I cannot without ſome 
food, food I ſee none but my brothers portage. This 
I cannot haue, without I buy it with my birthrighr. 
And thus he deceiued himſelfe. The like deceit wee 
(hall ſee in Demerris the ſiluer-ſmith, who pleades 
hard for Diane, and the worſhip of her images by 
this very argument , Sis ye know that by this craft we 
hane our goods, If Diana goe downe, our liuing goes 


downe with her. Thus would Sathan haue beguiled | 


Chrift,when in his hunger he perſwaded him tore- 
lecuc himſelfe by turning ſtones into bread, And iin- 
decd to gerour bread by falſhood,oppreſſhon,wrog, 
or any indire& courle is a kind of turning ſtones 1n- 
to bread, And, what good will (uch bread doe vs? 
Breade made of ſtones ſhall rurne into ſtones,cuen 
inthe very cating. The bread of deceit though ne- 
ver ſopleaſant,yertin the mouth proues bur graucll, 
ſaith Ss/omen. Prou. 20.17. And no maruell. It was 
made of grauell and ſtones. And ſo returnes to his 
firſt ſubſtance. Another remedy againſt this deceir 
is to oppoſe a greater neceſhty of our ſoules living 
both heere & hereafter with God. What doſt thou 
tel me of rhe neceſhitic of thy livinge here? There 
is onc onely necesfity for which there 13no excuſe, 
and is,not to offend God. One thing is reedfull, (aith 
Criſt, to prouide for thy ſoulc againſt heereafter, 
whatſocuer become of this carrionly carcaſe of 
thine, This is the farre greater necelsity of the wo. 
It isnot then ſimplyneceſſery for thee ro line iteere. 
Orifir were,yetnottoliue by ſuch wicked ineanes, 
which thine owne vnbelecuing heart ſuygeſterh. 
Man lines not by bread only but by every word th t pro- 
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ceedes out of the month of God. And the iuft man lines, 

—— euen this his temporal life alſo,not by thele & thoſe 

| ſhifts, but by his Faith. Andthatis his meat in the 

want of other things, according to that of the Pro- 

phet, Truſt in the Lord anJ doe g10d, dwell tm the lind, 

Palm. 5.3, | 4214 feede thy ſelfe by or with thy Faith, as T remeliius | 

*' [readesit. Andthus wee hauehandled tive deceirs 

which our hearts ve in perſwading vstoſinne. There | 

remaine yet diuers others, which we will ſpcake of 
in the chapter following. 
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Of mine move aececits in the ſame kinde. 


Herefore ro proccede forward with theſe de- 
OG, ceits;the ſixth decert is, A pretence that we will 
1,-1.4. | doeſuch and ſuch things [ cuill and vngodly] onelic 
fortrials ſake. | for trtalls ſake, that by our owne experience we may 
the betterlearnd the vanitie of finne, For example, 

{ome will go purpolclic to ſee maſſe, rothe end , as 

| they lay, that they ſecing the fooliſhneſſe , andhl- 
| thineſle thereof might learne to loath it the more. 
| Thelike pretence is vied for ſecing of plaies, that by 
lecing many hlthy finnes {which the Apoſtles would 

not haue once ſo much as to bee named) repreſen- 
red and acted on the ſtage, wee ſhall learneto 
| hate thoſe vices the more. But God hath ap- 
| poin:ed better ſchoolemilſtrefles of the hatred of 
lane, ten the praCtite of tinne. VWhy ſhould we 

lIcaue the meanes appointed by God ro worke 
this hatred of finne, and deviſe vther meanes of our | 
owne? Is this the beſt way to lcarne continency, to | 
exCt- 
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exerciſe andtrade our ſelues in vncleannefſe > Was as 
there euer any that learned ſobriety by haunting ra- 
uernes & ale houſes?rewperance our ot the ſchocle 
 ofEpicuriſme? chaſtity inthe ſtewes?I denic not bur 
God who draweth light our of darkeneſle canheale 
the wound of the viper with the fceth of the viper, & 
| can make ſ{inne, contrary to it owne nature, to work 
our good, driving out one poylon with anc 
\Wharthen ? becauſe the learned Phyſitian can heal. 
vs with poyſons, ſhall wee theretore bee tampering 
with chem our ſelues? So inſtead of health we may 
quickly meete with death. No, Salomon him! clic 
was deceiued inthis point ; as his Eccicfiattes thew- | 
et). And his experience may teach vs, howdange- 
rous it 15 totrye the heat of the fire by putting inour 
| finger. Hee gauchimſelfe to apleaſurable delicious 
; lite onelyfor trial ſake. ro make proofe of it, what 
; wasinit, that it he could not finde happy tranquilt- 
[ry of minde, hee might leaue it ſo much the more 
willingly. Bur alas how miſerably was he hampe- | 
'red inthe ſnares therof} How was he by this meanes | 
' drawne on to that fearſull apoſtacie in his olde age? | 
thaltnot his experience make vs wiſe? thall any man * 
'nowthinke hee can ſafely beare that burden, which | 
hath already broken Sampſon: backe ? | 
| Theſeuenth deceit is, when we ground our liberty |, 
| which weetake of finning, vpon thole good, either {ar gl. he! 
| graces we hauc, or actions we doe; perlwading our | wv ue 
leluesrhat alictle dramme of ſome goodnefſe in vs 
will waigh downe many talents cf wickedneſle. For | 
as we can couer in our brethren many vertues vnder | 
ſome one infirmity : fo contrarily in ow: [chues ( fo | 
cunning | 
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CUNNING A!) 1dcratry 2re our hearts / manic,not ligh- 
| | ter un) \CINIL1C5 O! icly | but even goroſler detorminies 
| alio vnder {ome one, , Þc Pe ny  (happely)ſhow of 
| vertue, rather then vertucic{clie, Thus the cikill 
| man thinkes his prophanneſle and carcleſnefleinre- 
| gion is ſufficiently couered vnderhis vprightneſle, 
' andiult dealing inthe things of this life. The glo- 
| zing hypocrite thinkes his zealein outward profel. 
| hon may beare him out in his vncharitable, vorigh- 
tcous, and vnreatonable dealing with men. As if 
Heroa ſhould haue thought his hearing of 704» a ſut- | 
hcient priwiledge to him for his inceſt. Thus noblic | 
duc our heartsdeccive vs, making vs belecue that a 
great heap of chaite canlyehid vnder alittle hand- | 
| full of corne, that alntle dimme candic light can 
| chale away the foggie palpabledarkneile of Egypr. | 
| Whereas the contrary 15the trueth, that our uctle| 
| good is rather obſcured and eclipled with our many ' 
: and great cuils. Asinthe parable of the tower, the 
| thorny groundis {aid to bring forth no fruit, Lac. 8. 
14+ andyct betore, verſe ſeuen, it was ſaide that 
.the thornes ſprung vp with the ſecede , fo that the' 
 ſeede did not periſh in the eround , but ſprou- 
| 'ted foorth,, and yeelded ſome iruit ; and yet be- 
| cauſe, as Markeaies , the thornes grew vp, or 4/- 
| ended, as Mathew ſpeaketh, namely abauc the fruit 
therefore the fruite of this o grou ind is no fruit, it] 
| lies buried vader the thornes, it 15 01 crtopped , and 
| choaked by them, Lo nowgthe truit docs not co- 
; ver rhe #hornes, but the thornes the /rmrr. lt isnor laid 
' there wereno thomes, becauſe of ſome hopefullbe- 
| ginnivgs of truic, but contraiily, no fruit becaule of, 
the 
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the thornesthrwing, and increaling. Were it not 
1bfurd to reaſon thus, what though there b: emany 
 poiſonfull herbs inthepor ! yerthere are ſome good 
ones, and lotlie porridge may be good. Nay, .it a- 
mong many good heards, there were but one poy- 
' Confull ;nchepor, a manmigit ſay truelv, et 75 
' in the pot, yea that there were no 00d hearbe mit; 
becauſe the poy! on of the one hath taken away al 
the goodnelle of the other. So iniruth wherethere 
| i but any one {jnne nourithed aid toſtered,all other 
| OUr graCCeS ATE "Mt onely blemiſ5ed, bur abol, (hed, 
| they are no graces. Put inolt of al lis this decit dan- 
| &crous in the tric children of God? when they (hall | 
\theracher prelume im lome things totinne , becaule | | 
they arethe children of God , members of Chr ft, 
. and ſo cannot bee ſevered Grom him, and becauſe | 
they are beautiticd witi ſo many excellent praces, | 
which they thinke will cafily obtaine pardon for | 
ome {mall defefts. Thus were the ſeruants in the | 
primitive Church deceiued,when vpon occaſion of | 
, their cailing, they thooke of the yoake, and becauſe | 
they vere Gods ſannes, would no longer bee mens | 
laues. And thus would the Diue!l haue decciued | | 
Chriſt, when he would hauc had kim preſumed vp- | | 
on ispriuiledge of becing the tonne ot God, and | 
'Hereupon haue caſt himiclie downe from the p'n- | | 
nacieof the Temple. Math. 4.6. This deceite 1s fo | 
' much che more lamentable, in that theſe contidera- 
tions ought rather to bee bridle *5tO reſtrain vs from | 
inning, and ſfurtes topricke vs on to turther grace, 
| and obecience. For the more honour God hath | 
| giuen vs, the greater Cate ſhould wee haue to main- 
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raine it, according to that of Paul : walke woorthy of 
that hizh cakmg. Should ſucha man as 1, ſaith Nehe- | 
mie, goe into the temple toliue? Againe, haſt thou | 
ſome graces, ſome goodthingsin thee? O then dil- | 
grace them not with finne,bur imakethem as grace- 
tull as thou canſt,by adding vnto them what 1s wan- 
ting, that ſo there may be a ſweet proportion, and 
comely conueniency inthe ſpiritua! body of Grace. 
Foras it were an abſurd ſpeech toſay, I have all 0- 
ther parts of my body ſeemely, and comely, legges, 
hands, cies,lippes, checkes; therefore it matters not 
for my deformed and miſihapennoſe ; no body can 
ſee this blemiſh among ſo many ornamets; yes they 
will ſee it, and marke it ſo much therather, and the 
detorwity ot thy noſe is made more conſpicuous by 
the conformity of thy other members : ſo allo alike 
abſurd is1t to perſwade our (clues, that becauſe of 
ſome ornaments in our ſoules, the many monſtrous 
enormities thereof will be winked at. Is any woman 
ſo foolith as to thinke becauſc her face is very faire, 
and deautitull, therefore ſhe may ſpecke and ſpot it 
heere and there with mire and dirt ? or becauſc her 
clothes (hine and gliſter, therefore fhee may ſtaine 
them? Whereas the fairer the face , and the gar- 
ment, the greater is the diſgrace ofthe ſpot, & ſtain. 
So allo would any man be loſenceleſſe, as to thinke 
thus, becauſe lhaue a good ſute, good ockings, 
cloake & band,therfore lmay wel enough put on an | 


' olde duſty, worne, and torne hatte. No ; this will | 
 dilgrace allrhereft of his furniture; and it would be 
' nothing ſogreat a ſore inthe cjes of the beholders, | 
if his duvlec and hoſe were tattered, his ſhooes 
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muſty, his ſtockings broken, &c. 
The eivhth deceit is, when wee preſume the rather | 1X Deceit, | 
to linne,becaute we thinke to make amends tor it op 
afterward, by ſome good deeds, as prayer, contel- | afterward. 
110n,alms, &c. The couctous man ices a pray,lome 
rich booty, wherby he may benefit himſelte much, | 
' inthe iniury and oppretlion of his neighbour, Yea | 
but his con {ctence te!s him, opprethon is lin, how ; | 
then may he doe it? His decerttull heart ſuggeſteth, 
that it atterward hee bee a lietle more bounrntull in | 
giuing of almes, hee {hall make an aboundant re- 
compence tor his tinne, and fo bids him ſticke no | 
longeratthe matter. In this one particular LMvſten | 5, ,,, ..9 
both propoundeth, and d:{(couereth this deceit ve- | /+.21. com. x 
ry notabiie. The extort:ener, ſth he ; ſaith thus a-Mo | Pr 
me, 1amnt (ike the rich minin the goſpel , Tfeaſt te_ | nam, 
poore, I [end ſuftenance to the priſoners, 1 cloath the na- wv fecin, 
ked, lentertaime the jtrancers. To whom hee an{we- w_ IN 
reth. The thinkeſt then give. * Doe not take away, | /are tepwres, 
*and thou hat giuen.He reioyceth to whom thou | {T7 © 
' <haſt given: bur he weepeth from whomrthou haſt | 
* takenaway. Whuch of theſe two thinkelt thou | 
* wilt Gol hear ? Thou lailt to him to whom thou | 
* halt giuen,bethankful torthat thou haſtreceiued: 
«* but onthe otheriide the other man ſaith, I mourn | 
*for thatthou haſt taken away : God hee ſaiesto 
* thee, toole I bad thee giue, but not of other iolkes 
« 200d5.Know thou tuole,who otrhy ſpoiles & ra- | 
* pincs giueſt a!ms,that when thou ſpoyletta Chri- | 
*{t1an, & robbeſt kin, thou robbeſt Chriſt him- 
*ſelte. And ifthey hall be ſent to hell that d:d not 
*cloath Chrilt {that is a Chriſtian ) when naked, 
P what 
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| \« whar place ſhallthey have in hell that mace him 
«naked when he wasclothed? Heere happeliethou 
C wilt ſay , thou ſtrippeſt a Pagan, andclotheſt a 
'« Chriſtian. Even heere will Chriſt anſwer thee, 
| Pare domma | © Oh ſpare todamnifie me, For when thou who art | 
| new , « 2 Chriſtiandoeſt thus oppreſſc a Pagan,thou kee-| 
| © peſt him from becomming a Chrittian. If thou | 
© haſt then of thine own,giuczifnot: berterforthee | 
 *rogratifie none,then to grate vpon any.Sofar 1u- 
;  itengexcellently \M ewing the groflnes of this deceit, | 
| that we may robbe Peter, if afterward we will pay Paul | 
; 
| 


| therwith. This kinde of deceitſcemethto haue car- | 
ried Saulto that his difobedicce,inretaining the far- | 
| teſt of the Amalekites lockes. Hee thought belike 
the ſtaine thereof would cealily bee waſhed out with | 
the bloud of bis facrifice, whereo! hee ſpeakes fo 
| much afterward to "—_—; The people tocke it to offer. 
1.S4M,15,'5- 20 the Lord thy God in Gilgal. And fo the whooriſh 
| woman thinkes the like water will purge away all 
Prov.7.14. | thefilthineſle of her luſts. / haze peace- ofterines({aith. 
ſhee, incourag] ing herſelfe, and her youth in their | 
 franes) at home, and Thane paid my vowes. This leems 
| alfo to have becne the deceit of the Phariſees 7 
 fomeread that Luk.11.41.Teegiuealmey, (namely of 
' goods gotten by rapine,& pillage )«ndthen «ll will be 
 clean,the blot of your vniultice you think is ſufficict- 
ly wethed away. A hortible thing, tothink that God 
- | willthusbecorrupted, & made to wink at our fine. 
Ee, | No: He that offreth to the Lerdef the gods of the poore, 
| <©fIh-5+ ws a1 heth:it ſacrificetn the ſor.ne before the Father. 
|  Butheere is adouble deceit. 1.that we canſaril- 
| | he forout finnes by any of our workes.' 2;:That ther- 
| fore 
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fore wee may boidly ſinne. For firſt, ſay that thou | 
couldelt Catisfe God tor the wrong which thy finne | 
doth to him , maiſt thou therefore lawfully offer | 
wrong and violence to him ? wouldeft thouthinke | | 
thy neighbour might lawfully ſteale from thee, if | 
after he would make ſomereltitution? or breake thy | 
head,if after he would giue thee a plaiſter?Bur then | 
' itis notſo, that any works of obedience can ſatisfic | 
| for. thy former diſobedience. If thou wert bound | 
| to a man in two ſeucrall bonds for two ſeucrall 
| debts,and hauing forfcitedone, ſhouldſt afterward 
| pay the other, wouldſt thou be lo fooliſh as to think, 
| that by paying this latter, thou had(t ſufficiently dif- | 
' charged the former? If aſeruant,hauing loytered al | 
one weeke, (ſhould painefully labour all the next, | 
' would his maſter yer indure him pleading the laſt | 
| weekes diligence, as a ſuthcient recompence of the 
' formers negligence ? No. For itwas his duetieto 
labour both weekes. So the obedience thou perfor- | 
' meſt ro God, is a debrdue to him: thou canſt not | 
pay one debt with another. [f a chapman, hauing 
gone long inthe merchants books, ſhould at length 
' pay for thathe tooke laſt had hee theretore ſatisfied | 
tor all that was taken before? And yer this 1s the fop- | 
piſh deceitnot ofthe Papiſts alone , bur of many of 
- ourſelues alſo (fornaturally there is much of the po- 
piſh leuen in vs) tothinke that ii after wee haue (in- | 
ned,we be for a while a little more carefull,then or- 
 dinarie, of prayer,confeſſion,reading, hearing, and 
 ſuchlike exerciſes, then all is well againe. But Sa- | 
| lomonrtells vs, that the ſacrifice of the wicked is abo- | 


mination to the Lord. And therefore the exerciles 
P 2 of 
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of godlineſſe performed by ſachas wallowin ſine 
' without repentance cannot pacthe his wrath, 


' Nec, | Themninth deceit is when we perlwade our {clues 
P.cr::ceo? 'tothecommitting ot ſome i1nne, vpon pretence, 
mir 99». ether of the contequence ot ſome grent 20049, 


which other LEE, not be nad; 3 Or the Preuemt Wy 


' Us RRP ene th it Jeceirtull rule, of trro eutl; 
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he would haue redeemed the orcnter t!nne cf the | 


| Sodomes againlt his ghueltes, with the letIe again lt 
; his dau; 2hters, when he would haue | a few $ 0- 
 dowy by ; permiſſion of azulierie. So Herod haut: 
{wor ne to gratife the requelt of that dancing mi- 
| nion, tor the auoyding ofthe ſandes, ruſhcs xpon 
the rocks, preuenting permrie, as hee thought, by 
New" ita prv- | X 
ple>ms tenerwe paſſed Lerwixt ewoenls, but hemay tinde an Out- 
mnter dus v1 14s, pOINg Wi ;thout a third. Now as concerning ti 
gum (ten | hope of ſame good that many inſve, here Lon 


flea! «bj 4 oP 


former. For w hen they tell into that foule abomt- 
\nation of incelt, in all likelihoodec his was that 
whichpreuaiied with them, a hope they had that 
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; daughters were caught,as well a5 mew #: ther in the ; 
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by this meanes, in their Eithers poſteriry, the , 
C hurch of Gad ( otherw1le in theiropinion ncere , 


an end) ſhould bee vphe!d, and preferucd. And 
; was not herea goodly colour. tocommend inceit 
; vnto them, the preſcruation of the C hunch trom 
| rune ? Bur had not Abrahim as 200d a colour for 


' ro haue ſpared J/acke contrarieto gods commande- | 


ment ?eventhe ſame thatthey had, the preſcruati- 
on, 
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| on, and ſaluation of all the ele&, which hee might 
| feare would haue binne buried in /ackes alhes, of 
' whom heknewethe Meſhah muſt come. And in- 
| deed if Abrahamhad not had a ſound heart indeed, 
| here had binne ht place for this deceit. Thelepers 
werethus deceiued, when, contrarie to Chriltes 
commandement, they diuulged the miracle of 
their healing. Their reaſon was to declare Chriits 
gloric, and their owne thanketulneſſe. But they 
lhould haue learned, that as when God commands 
thinges otherwiſe torbidden, then they are noe 
{innes ; a$ in Abrahams cale : ſo when he torbiddeth 
thinges otherwiſe commanded , then they are noe 
partes ofobedience , whatſocuer plauſible perſua- 
lions wee may frame to our {elues. Saulallo was 
thus deceiued when for the better ouerthrowing 
ofthe Philiſtimes, he forbad the people toeatany 
thing til the evening. So Rebecca, when for gaininge 
the bleſhing ſhe taught her ſonne how to lie. Auſten 
makes mention of ſome that 1uſtihed the readinge 
| ofthe immodeſt, and laſctuious writinges of the 
| heathen Poets vnto yonge boyes, by the good that 
| comes of it, namely the tining of the tongue, the 
| poliſhing of the ſpeach. That which is good is 
pretious indeed , and according to Sa/omens rule, 
| weareto buyit, but yet not to our diſaduantage 
| with theloſle only ot worſe thinges , not of better 
| thinges then that we buie. We mult not buy elo- 
| quence, and good wordes ſo dearly ; as with the loſle 
| of good conſcience : we muſt not redeeme our little 
' finger, with theloſſe of our eies. For,as excellent! 
Auſten, Good wordes are not mare eaſuly learned by theſe 


_— 


a A ts EO AAA AI Eo 


Wi # 9 filthy \ 


2Ol 


1.Sam.14-24- 


| 
| 
| 


| 
Confe.1.16. | 


Hine verba di- 
ſenntur. hinc 
eluquent!s Oc, | 


| 
| 
| 


Pro.z3-23- 


—— 


202 


N01 emmnins 


$/t4commo 1 
diſtuntwr, (: 
per hec verb. 
wrpituds he 
confideniins 
prrpetr at wr. 


per hanc {(Wrp4- 
tudin:m wvirba 


"r 
{ 

; 

c 


The decenfulneſſe of mans heart. 


filthy writs 1ges : but fulthineſſe is more confidently practi. 
ſed by reaſon of thoſe wordes. \N hatloeuer good itis 
we may thinketo come vnto by inning , 1t 15 no- 
thing to that hurt wee doe to our owne ſoules in 
linning. It were-madneſle to looſe a thouſande 
pounde, to gainean hundreth:much more to looſe | 
it for nothing, miſſing of that hoped tor hundreth. | 
Soisit here in this deceit. In not linning : when | 
we are tempted there is an vnſpeakeable good : 
now when wee lin vpon hope of ſome great good, 
firſt we looſe the good of abitcining trom ſtnne, of 
keeping our ſoules pure trom that detiſement. 
This we wittingly Iofe. Now that great good, 
wethinketo winne by this loſle, is in compariſon 
with this, but as a dramme r9a talent. This were 


—— 


— 


bad enough,one woula thinke : Yer hereisnot all, 

For belides the loſſe wee purpoſely put our ſelues | 
| vnto, we looſe alſo that we hoped to gaine by this 
loſſe, both the talent,and the dramme too. As Sau! 
| when by his wicked execration , and cruell prohi- | 
| bition of toode tothe people thought to haue fur- | 
thered the victorie again(t rhe Philittims, indeede | 
| he hindered it, as 10n.1han obſerueqd. For itthe peo- 
{ple had not binne out of heart for want of toode, 
| they might far more valiantly haue purſued their 
aduerſaries. And fo it tareth with vs, as with the 
dogee in the fable, that letting fall the fleth thar | 
was in his mouth, tocartch at the ſhadowe thereof, 
loſt both that he had, and that he thought to haue 
had, both ſubſtance, and ſhadow too. For indeed 


——_ — 


that good, which we procure by (inning, 1s rather | 


| 1ſhadowe of good, then any true good. \Vhen we | 
doc | 
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' doecuill that good may comethereot, though the| | 
- thing 1t {elte be good, yer to vs 1t 15 not good. Our | | 
linne in procuring it, hath altered the nature of it. 
It this were well thought ot by ſome, they would 
' not ſodeceiue themlelues, as rhey doe,in viing bale | | 
(hittes, and indirect, and vnhonelt courles, forthe 
inriching of their (tate, vpon pretence of doinge 
200d to the Church, whereto they ſay th: y thall 
thus be inhabled. Itcli ſucb, thar the good which | 
thusrhey doe to the Church, in them 1s no good, | 
but turned into iinne. For as in /ebir 15 ſud that | lov. ry. | 
we may not {re tor God, fo neither may wee op- 
preſſe, detraude, or do any other euill either for 
God, or the Church oi God. Hee knowes how to 
| prouide for his Church without thee. He will not 
| behonoured, with the price of a dogge, and a 
| whore. He needesnot thy werrnes, much lefſe thy 
ſinnes, either tor his owne glory, or his Churches. | Deur. z;.18. 
| Neuer feare , that eitheir of thelc will tall downe, | 
| though they ſeeme never {o much to ſhake, vnleſſe 
| thou (as once Y=2a# his hand to ſauethe arke) pur 
; vnder the proppe of thy linne. Bur againſt this | 
deceit for euer remember thar golden rule of the | 
Apoltle, |1'ce may not doe enill, (no norrhe leaſt) that | 
2004 ( though the greateſt ) may come thereof. | 
The tenth deceit is , when we therefore preſume | x. Dc: vr. 
| to g00N in our linnes, becauſe our meaning is, if gin2 ©? our 
| we may be'eene our heartes, to continue alſo in | POE | 
| the practiſe of godlineſle, as it were parting itakes | godly. | 
| betwixt God, and the Diuell. Ifour hearts ſhould 
perſuade vs (o to inthrall our ſelues to {inne, as, 
wholic to renounce Gods ſeruice, and ſhake off his; 
P 4 yoake, 
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yoake, this would not {o caiily bee granted. Bur | 
now when they beare vs in hand , that (till we thall | 
continue gods ſeruantes, notwithſtanding our ſer- | 
uice performed to linne, wee quickly apprehend 
this, and thinke this will bee hne, if wee can both 
pleaſe God,and our own naughtie hearts too, This 
was Salamons deceit in his hrit declination, when he 
began ouer much to hearken to the inchantments 
of pleaſures ; that tor all his pleaſures, hee would 
{till continue his former exerciſe of ptety.Burt when 
once he had 3on thus farre, to admit of fuch com- 
panions with God, in the {eruice of his heart, they 
could not long indure Gods partnerſhip , nor yer 
| God theirs, and ſo S:lomon at length gaue ouer the 
| ſeruice of God, and ſcrued idols. Vcuer then let 
vs thinkethart we can ioyne together thinges lo in- 
| ſociable, godlineiſe, and wickednefle. Ir 1s a hard 
| matter to exerciſe two ſeucrall trades : much more 
two {uch contrary trades , as theſe two. Neuer let 
vs be fo groſle, as to th:nke we can reconcile things 
alkogether irreconcucable,God,and Sathan z ye can- 
not {erue two contrarie Malters, God,and AMammon, | 
God, and Bacchrs, God, and Jens. The Mummoniſt | 
Aattercth h1mſelte in his worldlineſſe, becauſe hee | 
purpoſeth ſtil] to continue his zeale and forward-| 
neſle in religion. Bur this is impoſſible. For how 
can ſuch a worthy princefle as Grace, indure ſuch 
rouges for hir bedfeilowes, to lodge with hir in our 
| hearts, asare couetouſneſſe, voluptuouſneſle &c. 

no; grace muſt haue all, or none. It any (inne haue | 
| bur apart, it muſt haue all. Loe then notable cratt. | 
| If you will let ſuch, and ſuch ghueſts in to have} 
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ſme roome, they will not bee any vnquict neigh- | 
| bours. Grace [hail inioic hir room !ti:l. Bur when | 
| once they are got in, Grace 1s fo annoied that ſhee | 
is taine to depart preſently. And (o ail alles to | | 
their ſhare. | | 
Theelezenth deceit is , when wee fieth and con- | x1.Deceir, | 
| firme our (ciues in our linnes, becauſc of ſome hu- | _ hun-ane | 
| mane lawes which may ſeeme to fauour them. | ——— 
Though yet, indeed, they only tolerate them , and 
; Not allozre them. Thus the common vſurer decet- 
 ucth himſelte, why the law allowes ten in the hun- 
| drced ? yea butrhe a only ſtintes, and [imitesit ro 
'ren in the hundreth, and fo farre giues wayto it, 
| for the preuenting of a greater miſchicte. And this 
will not be enoughtoexcule the vſurer in the court 
| of conſcience. [hus the lewes decciued themſclues in 
| the matter of theirpolyza»y, in hauing many wiuecs 
and in their divorces tor euery trifle. Fhey thought 
Moſes law had allowed them in theſe ſinnes. Wher- 
as our $4nzour theweth, Moſes onely gaue a tolerati- 
| on, becaule of the hardneſle of their harts. So inthe 
| matter of maintenance for the miniſtery, many, | 
| thoughrich and able,yetretuſe rogiue any thing,be 
, Cauie they haue not thole things, the tithes whereof | 
'the Law requizes for this purpole. Yet the Law of | 
| God isplaine,let him that 15 targht make hmthat tea- | Gil 4.6 
| cheth him,partaker of all his 2cods, And againe inthe | Numb. 3595 
cities Which the other tribes muſt giue the Leuites, 
| 60d wold have this proportio to be kept;luch tribes, 
as had more cities in their inhcrirance , (hould part | 
| with more : ſuch as hadleſle, with fewer. By the e- | 
| Quity of which proportion,thole that arericher, arc 
bound 
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bound to giue more to the miniltery, then the poo- 


|rer. And yet, if this colour ot humane law wil terue | 


| 


| the turne, they may giueleile. Forthe poorer may | 


haue tithes payable by the Law , when the richer | 
haue none. But Gods Law requires chat, according | 
to Our ab.litie, whether our cltate bee in matters | 
tithable, ornor, that matters not with God , wee | 
ſhould maintaine the minilteric. 

The zwelfth deceit is, whentlieretore wee flatter 
our ſelues in our tinne, and thinke wee may well e- 
nough doe it, as long as wee keepe a moderation 1n 
finning , and doe not laſh out fo farre as doe others. | 
Thus many thinke they neednot iticke toride vpon | 
the Sabaoth, chough for trifling , triuall cauſes, to | 
they ſtay an houre by the way to heare a ſermon, & | 
doenot wholly ſpend it in trauclling , as {ome doe. 
Thus many beare themſclues out in their hard and 
vniuſt dealing with the poore, becauſe they vic not 
all that cruelty they might, and that others doe; be- 
cauſe they onely clip off the wos/, and not the /:1u1ng 
fleſh: itmay bee they rake but halte the forteiture of 
a band, it may be they reſtore halfe ofthe worth of 
the pledge,when itis forfeited. Sotheeues thinke if 
they leaue ſome mony in the trauellers puric,and ler 
him ſcape with his life, which was in their hands, 
they are ſo farre from being to bee accuſed for their 
ſtealing , that rather they are ro be commended for | 
their mercy, and moderation in ſtealing. Thus Da- | 
u1d chough hee followed his luſt in lying with Barh- 
hebs, yethe would norlye with her, but being puri- 
hied,accordingtothe Law. And lying with herſo , | 
his deceitfull heart made him thinke hee might the 
more 


' more latcly do it. But this deceit isnot hard to bee 
d:\icoucred. Doth Dauidindeede make conſcience 
| of cer. motall , and yet none of mor1//puritie? doth | 
' the theete make conicience ot leauing one rwelue- 

' pence inthe traueliers purtc,andnone of taking ma- | 
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; full hearrs can hnde the leaſt colour for our finnes 


' tofin boldly.It thallnot be amiſſe to ſee this in ſome 
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: of true rightcoulneſle,aschough there could be too | 
much there, bur of a deuiſed righreouſneſſe of our | 
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ny hundreths out of it > So in the remutting of halfc 


the forteyture, | acke of thee, whether the fame 


realon that m; akes thee giue one halte , ſhould nor ' 


| preſle thee to giue the otic allo, thou hauing no | 
| more right betore God to keepe the one partthen 


——  —— — — 


the other ? 
The thirteents aeceit is, in wreſting the Scripture | 
to make it {crue our turne, And it once our deceit- 


there, then runne we away with it, and rake libertic 


Pa ulsrs. 

. For liberty in {inning prophane ones alleadge 
© cof & 1'omon,Be not i/t ouermuch. So a man may 
be too forward, and preciſe. And againe, Beenot 
wicked overmuch. So then a man may bee wicked 
moderately. 

Anſ. The former words arc not to be vnderſtood 


| OWNne, withous the worde of God. Such as 1s that of 
the Paprſts in whipping tiemiclues. Therefore Salo- 
' won addesinthetameplace , Nether bee toowiſe_, 


Make not thy ſclie wilcr then God, in preſcribingto 


thy lelfe a ſtricter righteoutneſle, then his word 1m- 


poſeth vpon thee. \Vhatthen?isrhisto crye downe 
the practiſc of true piety, & mortihcation comman- 
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ded in the word? As for the latter words, of not bec- 
ing too wicked, they doe not giue vs leane to bee | 
wicked in any fort, thoughneuer lolittle , no more 
then the Apoſtle,ſaying, Let nor /inne rergne , doth | 
thereby give liberty to vs,that ſinne may be tolera- 
ted, foirreigne not; orthen he doth,when he ſaies, 
Let not the ſunne go downe vpon your wrath, thereby 
giue liberty to bee angry till the ſunne ſer. Burt as 
there the meaning 1s, thatitir be ſo that we cannor 
wholly be free from raſh anger (which were to bec 
withed)yet we ſhould not nouriſh it,but labor with 
all ſpeed ro quench it: ſoalſoheere, that it it bee fo 
we cinot altogether be free from the taint of wick- 
edneſlc, yet that wee ſhould keepe our {clues from 
laſhingour into the exceſle thereof, as the common 
forte doe, no farther are the wordes to bee ſtret- 
ched. 

2. For continuing impenitently in their {ins they 
allcadge that of Salomon, T he inſt man falleth ſeruey 
times 4 day, and riſeth againe. Which 1s to be vnder- 
ſtood of his falling into afflicF10n, and not into /inne. 
Solikewiſe they vrge that of Ezekiel, At what time 
ſoener 4 ſinner repents,c+c, Bur they forget that of S. 
Auſten, He which gineth pardon to the repenter , doth | 
not alwates giue repentance to the ſinner. 

3. Formixtdancing of men and women that of. 
Salomon , There is « time to dance. Anſw. Salomon 
ſpeakes notof ſuch things as we ought to do,or may 
doe,by the commandement, or permiſs1on of God: but 
offuch things, as fall out , and come topaſle by the | 


prouidence and decreeof God. There uw an appointed | 


| | ; | 
| zime,namely in Gods eternal decree, for ever y thing, 


name- | 
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namely hat falls out every, cither croſle, or plea- | 
{ {1ng accident; ; forothcrwile there is no ſuch time, 
wherein we are bound to throw away that we haue, 
ſo as we are tokeepe and get ir. | 
4. For viuric, that in the parable, {hy 41ddeff thow 
not pong it foorth to the exXcManzers , that 1 ___ haue Math. 25.37. 
| me owne vantag', An{. Grant thatthis be ſpoken | 
in alluſion to the practiſe of common and cruell v{u- 
,rers, yet the Scripture docth no morc allow of the 
| com:non trade of viury by borrowing afſunilitude of | 
chem, thenof vniuttice, in the parable ofthe thee- 
 uiſh ew ard or of theft \inſaying, Chriſt (hall come 
as athecte inthe night, or of the heathens Olym- | Loc,16.r, 
| k Thefl 5.2. 
| picke games. in comparing the praCt ſe of Chriſtia- |, ©: 9.14. 
1ity to thoſe races, or of dancing intharparabolical | 
fe 2ch, Tec hme proed, and ye hane not danced, or of *t- 1-17: 
' charmes and 1acantations, 1n likening the wicked to 
tied afcadd:r, which heareth not the woice of the tn- 
<<. WICH, 
| £5. Forfornication,that ivis indifferent,the words 
| of the councell, 4:75 15. toyning fornication,& con- 
 foiting it with things inaifierent, viz. 6;08d,& things 
; ffr.imy led, 
| Anſ. The reaſon of that coniuntion was the ge- 
'nera.] account,that rhoſc times made of fornicati- 
; on, not the co! meeils owne opinion. | 
6. For dehling , at the leaſt the outward man 
' With idolatry, Nraman: petition, God be mrxerful on |, * NES =" 
| ome mhes I conn into the 50uſ7 of Rimymon , with the TS 
' Prophets anſwer, Goz in peace, Anſ. The wordes in 
| the or7ginel/,as ſome learned haue obſerued,may be | 
| | reade thus, God be merciful Vaio mee, for 1 haae gone | 


into, 
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| into the houſe of Rimmon,lo that Neaman,now purpo 
| ling wholly to cleaue to the true God , craues par- 
| don, forthat which hec had done, no /eaue,tor that 
| he was todoe. The worde is vied in the ſame man- 
' nerin the inſcription of ewo Plalmes together;Inthe 
51. Plalme, A P/alme of Dauid aftcr the Prophet Na- 
| thin came to him, Forhe did not makethe Plalme, 
' tillafter he had beenewith him. So in 52. F/alme_, 
| A Pſalmeof Danid,after that Doez came , and ſhewed 
| Saul,e*c. And in Pſalme 54. After the Ziphims came. 
| 7: Fora /awieſſe hberty to deale with our owne 
things as weelilt, that in the parable , May 1nor dee 
Math 20.15. {#9 mine owne 44 Tift, An. It is Gods ſpeech, and 


 hispeculiar priviledge, not thine,who haſt nothing | 


{1mply thine owne. 

8. For temporizing & framing of our {clues to all 
1.Cor,9.20. | COpanies,that of the Apolile,Yato the ewes, 1 became 
opened. 44 alew &c. An.The Apoſtle became as a lew to the 

lewes, and asa Gentile to the Gentiles , not in con- 
torming himſclfe ro any of their impieties:for he ne- 
'nerſaciificed to the Gentile Gods, to make him- 
ſclfe as one without the Law, to them that were 


Combe T 1117 win 


fo:c144, vn Without the Law;bur, 1.inthe vie of things indiffe- | 


im.lx11-me fot Tent. 2410 a mercifull compatiion rowards them , 


(414 it 4,04 P. 


| 911 £21544 FEnderly earning inhis bowels ouer their ſoules, not 


minrar e270 1N a Crafty counterfeiting of their faſhions. Hee be- 
2,59 ©:mj*  commeth as a ſicke man to the ſicke, not that fei- 


felres habere 


mentiter, 4/1 Neth himfelfe to be fick of the ſame diſeaſe, but thar 
«nine condelen- (1iniftreth vnto him,and, with a bemoning minde, 


LMS Aws. in 


ws. thinketh what he would be glad others (hould do to 
| ' him beeing ficke, and does the tame to his brother. 


| Diuerſe ſuch like wringings of Scripture might bee 


— 
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| inſtancedin. But theſe are enough to giue vs a ſay | 
 ofthedeceitfulneſſe of our hearts in this kinde. {| 
| Thelaft deceit is, theinuenting of inuaſions. howto | Qu ,..., 
elude ſ1ch arguments, whether from the Scripture, | t1uding the 


| or from ſound reaſon,as make againſt our ſinne. To | ><114tvres 4- 
| 


ſhew this in ſome particulars. © a 

| 1. Whenweeplucke andpinch the long haire of | 

| ruffians with that pregnant text, It s «ſhame for 4 

| man to weave long haire. Nature itſelfe teacheth it; 1.cor.1r, 1, 

| Anſwer is made, that it is onely to be vnderſtood of 

[{uch haire, that is as long as womens, But as1t is 

laid of the Pharzſees , that their Phyladteries were 

| bread, bur their expoſitions of the Law narrow , (o it 

| may be ſaidof theſe men,their ha/re is /onz bur rheir 

| expoſition of this Scripture is very /hort z whiles they _ 

 reſtraine the worde, which figniheth tonouriſh the , **"7" 

haire at large, onely to ſuch a kind of nouriſhing, as | 

women vic thatlet it grow dowae to their feete. Ho- 

' mer viing the Apoltles word,calls the Grecians nou- 

 riſhers ot their haire ; who yerT hope did not weare | 
their haire fo long as women, that they were faine 

| tobind it vp. Thus in ſtecd of cliphyng their haire, 
they clippe the Scripture. 

| 2, The like ſhift js thatwhich is vſed todeeline 

the ſtroke of Den#.22. againſt fagy-plaies, where the | Duur,: 2, 5, 

| man thazputteth on womans apparellisſaide to bee 

| an abomination to th: Lord, A tearetull thunderbolrt, 

| But loe athicket, which ſome of 4dims ſonnes have 
found to hide themſelues from this thundring voice 
ofrhe Lord; and that is a corrupting gloſſe , which * 
interprets it offuch onely , that weare womens ap- 
parell ordmar ily, and darly , fo as women vſe re doe. | 

Yea, | 
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| Yea, but the word is ro pnt on, and 1t cannot bee de- 
| nicd, but players put it on, when they act womens 
| | parts. And the ſame word is vicdot Dauids putting 
tbe. | on Sauls armour, who yetpur it off againe preſent- | 


' 


t Sam.17. lie | 


-— ——— - 


J+ Andlaſtly,notto exccede in multitude of ex- | 

; amples,when the negligence of Paſtours 1s checked 

' with that expreſſe commanidement, feede the f/ccl e, 

| thatis,Caith the deceittull bearr, either by thy tclte, | 

or by another. And yet Chriſt biddeth Peter it hee | 
| loue him, and as he loues hun; to teedehis ſheepe. | 
| Looke chenhow chou art love Ciriſt, fo thou art | 
ro feede his ſheepe, If thou thinkeſt it enough to ' 

| loue Chriſt by a deputy, then mailt thou alſo1atclic | | 


' thinke ir enough to feede his ſheepe by a deputy. 
It might beſhewed in many orherthivgs beſides, 
| how full of ſubrill and ſophiſticall wicre our [1arts are 
'in coining of diſtinCtions, and deuiling thifts to | | 
06 reftringe- reſtraine hatreds as they call them, that i5the com- | 
> ooo mandements that make againſt them. But the que- | 
ſtionis, whether theſe diſtintions will goe for cur- 
' rent, orno, before God. In theſe cales it is beſt to 
| take thatwhich is ſurelt,and treeſt from danger. No 
danger at all of linne can there bee inneucr putting 
on of womans apparel, in wearing our haire in the 
| ordinary ſhortnes, in feeding the tiocke in our own? 
; perſons. But the other matters are doubrtu]l,& que 
ſtionable.Take heede therefore, leaſt, on thy death 
bed, thou make this doubt, O what ifthat were not 
the meaning of that place,feed the Aocke,that is,ci- 
ther by thy ſelfe,or by thy ſubſticure ? How if Chrii/ 
| meant onely feeding by our ſelucs in our owne per: 
ons? \ 


— 
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ſons ? how then? who ſeeth not , that when death 
| commeth,then all ourquirkesof wit, whereby wee 
' foothed our ſelues in our finnes, vaniſh away as 
| ſ\moake? Venternor then ro leane vpon ſuch broken 
| ſtaves , which will ſurely faile thee inthy greateſt? 


| necdc. 


CCC 
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| ar. XVI. 


Sixe deceits of the heart in perſwading to the omiſje- 
on of good. | 


perſwading to the commſson of exil/, rtrremai- 
' neth that we proceed to theirdeceits in perſwading 
' tothevmiſ5ion of that which is Good. And they are 
 ſpeciallie ſevey. 
| The f#rſtis, when, as before the foule and ouglie 
| faceof finne waspainted with the faire colours of 
 vertve and holineſle:{o heere,contrarily,the beauti- 
tull face of vertue is all ro bee flurred , and ſmeared 
; with the blacke ſoot of thole vices, which {eeme to | 
| haue {one afhnity with ir, Thus conſcience of finne 
| tsrraduced asprecileniceneſle, andneedleſſe ſcru- 
pulolity 3 obcdience tro Gods lawesis thought the 
baleſt bondage,Pſalm.2. Iuſt ſeverity heares ll, vn- 
derthe name of mercileſle cruelty. Zeale is cenſu- 
red for hypocriſie, raſhnes, madneſſe. Patience for 
ſtupiditic,and cowardize. Humiltic for baſeneſle of 


Q mind, 


| H Auing ſpoken of the deceites of onrhearts in 
| 


———. 


3.Ts omit 


£co0d,wacre 


the 


I Deceit,diſh- 
guring of ver» 
tuc wuh 18 
detormutics, 


p 


3.Kings 9.11. 


| 


My 


— — 


214 


| Miath,26 $. 


LisY,7.12, 


| TI. Decei; te | The lecond is, when our hearts woul- onely Fa: 
| bt 110g froma | 


little to 110- 


thing, 


| Thedeceitfulneſſe of mans Deart. ES” 


 ——— = - —_———  ——— —_— —— ——— 
ne 


' inde: wiſcdomefor craft. And o arc many  excel-| 
leat graces and workes diſcredited with vs , and wee 
broughrour ot loue, and liking with them. Iudas 
| diſgraced the iuſt & honorable liberality of Marre,in 
| reaking the boxe of vintment on our Sauior as too | 
| protule and c1otous a waſt., Thclewes taxed /obns | 
| ſeucrer grauity as drabolicall: and Chriſts gentler affa- | 
bilitie as Epicurcal, and ſauouring of licentiouſnetle, | 
| Ahaz counted truſting on God to bee tempting of | 
him. Andthe Papiſts(launder marriage , as an vn- | 
; cleane and tleſhly worke, Herein vertue fares wuch | 
| like her followers , who neuer could bee free from | 
| thoſe alpertions,and imputations,which of al others | 
they leaſt deſcruec. But, as the wicked, to bring | 
| the godlyinto hatred, haue alwaies raiſed vplaun- | 
| derous reports 04 fthem, that they are thus,and thus, | 
| {as ofthe Chriſtians 1n the Primiciue Church : that | 
| they were enemies tothe Empcrours, practilers of 
| vncleanneſſe intheir mectings, &c.) when indeede 
they arenothing lefle: ſodoc our hearts craftily mil: | 
| informe vsof vertue,and asonce they of the /go- | 
| noter,tell vs terrible things of it,tobring vs quite out | 
of conceit withit. 


—— —  - 


—_ 


taine thus much ofos. 1 toremitte but a lit 1c ot our 
 forwardnefle and zcalc, as in the ſtrict oblcruation 
| of the Sabaoth , and other ſuch like duties. For by 
this meanes, as in committing of finne the deceitof 
our hearts was, to bring vs from a {:t:leto much : (o 
| heere, trom alittle tom0hing at all, that by little and 
little degenerarting,at the length we might be quite | 
| {tripr and emptycdof all geodneſle. a tearctull ex- | 
ample | 


—— 
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ample whereot the Church of Zpheſns yeelderh ; —— — 
whoſe little abatement of the feruour of her firſt 
loue made way to the remoouallof her golden can- 
dleſticke; and fo to the bringing in of char fearetull 
and fataN dtkenele wherein her former fo glorious 
and (hining a lizht was whollie extinguiſhed. Our | | 
; wiſedome thertore in ſtanding out againſt our own | 
' hearts, and the Diucll, with whome they conſpire, | 
' muſt be hike to thar of Mo/es in Manding our againſt | 


: 


| Ph.xa0h, not to yeeld ſo much as a hoote; If we doc, 


— nw OS 


' our caſe in the end will be rhe fame with them, that , 

| yeeldall atonce, and at the firſt daſh wholly fall a- 

' way, Itmatrersnot greatly to Sathey,in the ſpiritu- | 

| ail ſhipwracke,whether the ſhippe be ſuddenly caſt | 
away by ſome violent tempeſt , or bee drowned by 

degrees, the water getting in by little and little at | 

| fome little hule, Lingring confummprions, bring | 

death, as well as the violent burning feuers. Hee th.rr | 

ts careleſſe in his bn/ineſſe ſaith Sulom»n u brother to | p,qy gg, 

the waſter,and wil lurely come to pouerty in the end. | 

This 1s true allo ſpiritually. Jf once wee beginneto | 

{lacke of our caie and watchfulneſſe, and begin | 

to grow cold and carcles, and to carry ourſlelues re- 

miſlely inreligion, wee ſhallquickly come into the 

{ame caſe with them, that waſt and hauocke al con- | 

{cience at once. Since therefore this is the Diuells | 

crafr, and our owne hearts together, nottoſervpon| 1,,,, , 

our whole treaſure and ſtore at once, but heere a | compired 

ſnatch, and there a fnatch,til by httle and little,they —_ w 

haue exhauſted vs: like Nebnchadnezearin the ſpoile | © 

of the Temple, firſt raking away one part of the fur- 

niture, then another : icFands vsin hand to holde 
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faſt our owne,, and not to ler gocthe leaſt parcel] | 
thereof. For if once a breach bee made in vpon vs, 
and but ſome little taken away,wee cannot but bee 
weakened thereby, and {olye opento further dan- 
ger. Ho» often [aith S. Auſten, © hauing ar firſt but 
< tolerated of thoſe which tell idle tales, leaſt wee 
« ſhould offend the weak; atterwards by little & lit- 
©tlehauc we come willingly to liſten vnto them ? 
If once we become luke-warme,we are fo much che 
fictcr to become cold, and then to freeſe. If wee (ut- 
fer zcale to coole,quicklie wee ſhall come torelt in 
the outward performice of religious exerciſes,wirh- 
out any lcaſe of the quickning lite, and power of | 
godlineile ta them, and at length we ſhall proceede 
on, 'rom this dead lenſelelnefle, to open prophane- 
neſle, and contempt of all goodnefle. Withitand 
then the hrſt beginnings of declining. 

Tae third ts, when thepleaſure comfort and re-| 
ward of godlineſlc is ſeucred from rlic royle,trouble | 
and affliction that waits vpon it. As, comrarily in| 
{inne our harts cunningly abſtra-ted che paine from | 
the pleaſure. This deceitfomotines prevails with | 
the godly; as with Dawid,whitn conliuering tlic pre- | 
ſent afflictios of 1c goCly.!.- cr:c5 owt] have waſbea | 
mine hinds ininnocencyin © 1! 2. trove Commons | 
ly with the men of this wor id, v-i.en they heare that 
hard ſaying, If any man wil live godly hee muit [uffer 
perſecution,and if any man wth b: my diſciple. he mul | 
ferſake all, father, mother, Jands, living, and lite it | 
ſeltc.ut here Chry/ofom: giucs vs an excellent rule, ' 
that when in any good thing tv bce done for Gods | 


; 


cauſe,there ſecmes tobe lofle, we ſhouldnor onely | 
louke 
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| looke tothe loſle, bur to the gaine alſo incloſed in 
| this loſſe. Art thou to giuec almes, and doth the cx- 
penſe of money trouble thee ? Cenlider allo the re- 
rurne and increaſe of that which thou expendeſt. 
Haſt thou loſt any thing in thy outward eſtarte?Giue 
| thanks ro God. And conlidernort the grecfe which 
thy loſſe, bur the ioy and comfort which thy thank!- 
giuing affordeth thee. Art thourcuiled, andrepro- 
ch:d?bcareit with a good ſpirite, and thou haſt 
| more caulc to glory inthy patience,thentogrieue in 
thy repreach. Welce the husbandman confidersnot 
the ſowing inteares, but his harueſt, his reaping in 


— —— ” — — 
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toy. Thetuherman lookes notto the caſting inof 
the ner,buttothe draught, northe n.erchant to his 
lea-voyage, but tothe returne of his merchandize: 
ſo muſt wee not ſo much looke ro our leſles,croſles , 
affictions, as it were the ſhowring & Beningfoull 


time,but to our reaping time, our harueſt,the com- 
ming of our Sauior, the blaſt of the trumpet, the ex- 


 ceeding glory prepared for vs. With Moſes we muſt 


| Iight and momentany waight of the croſ/e. And as 
' in ſinne wee ſhould haue afore , not ſeceing on- 
ly, butfeeling alſo of thepames , when nothing bur 
tickling pleaſure preſents 1c elfe: ſo in obedience, of 


———— 


looke to the recompence of reward, and the eternal | 
waight of the crowne muſt waigh downe with vs the 


the pleaſure, whennothing fhews it ſelfe tothe our- 
ward eye,butpaine and trouble. It thus we can doe 
and truely conioynethoſe things which our cunning 
hearts fraudulently ſunder,the crowne of thornes,and 
the crowne of 3lory, Golgothaand Caluarie, coſuffering | 
and corezgning with Chrift;then (hal we accountthe 
Q 3 rebuke! 
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rebuke of Chriſt a matter of incouragement , yea a 
greater attrattiue vnto godlineſſe, then al the trea- 
lures of Agypr. For the leſſe our reward is heere 
with m2n,the greater may we aſſure our ſelues (hall 
ic bee heercafter with God. For ifcrucllman haue 
ſo much good nature, as to fee the paines, which o- 
thers have taken for him, tobe recompenſed:thinke 
we thatthe God of mercy cas ſuffer them to go vn- 
rewarded of him,that hauc ſuffred ſo much for him? 

Yea bur in preſent thou ſaiſt thou ſceſt,and feeleſt 
nothing bur paines,puniſhments, troubles, and tri- 
bulations. Firſt, tt is is not ſo.Much comforte, and 
lweetneſle of delightis there inthe very aG of obc- 
dience,inregardofthe peace and ioy of conſcience; 
as contrarily much corture,and terror inthe very at 
of (inning; for heere euen in laughing, the heart is 
brow asinthe way of obedience,cucn in mour- 
ning the heartis light and cheerefull, In which re- ' 
gard, though there were no heauen, nor future re- 
ward of glory, yet the godly life, with all the trou- 
bles hereof, were to bee preferred before the ſinful 
with all it pleaſurczonely becauſe of the ſweet qui- 
et, and contentment of an vnguilty conſcicuce, 
whereas the wicked haue a tormentor within, a fſelt- 
condemning conſcience. The mudde and mire of 
whichraging ſea troubleth , and diſtempereth the 
pleaſures of inne, which yet, if vatroubled , thoutd 
laſt bur for a ſeaſon, having a moſt miſerable ſuccel- 
four to follow, endleſſe and remedileſle forrow. So 
quicklie in finne doth the pleaſure fade and vaniſh, 
leauing behinde ir perpetuall pain:wheras in obe- 


| dience contrarily the paine istranſicnt, the pleaſure 
| 


crter- 
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time to come, this ought the rather to hearten thee 
thereunto. As beeing an _ that there is no 
deceit which here thou necdeſt to feare. For where 


till afterward. As for example, thoſe that ſteale a- 


And then hauingthus caught them, the poore chil- 
dren afterward feele much woe and miſerie; ſoin 
catching of birds and fiſhes, their daily foode, that 
they delight in, is {ſhewed them : the ſnare,the hook 
they feele afterward. And thus do our hearts, as we 
ſhewed,decciue vs in perſwading vs to finne by ob- 
icing to our ſenſes che pleaſurable delights therof, 
not telling vs of the after-c/aps. Burt now in obedi- 
ence the wordof God firſt tels vs of the griefe, then 
of the g/orie, firſt of the labovr, then of the rewarde , 
firſt of the tearcs, then of the wiping han» kereber, 
firſt of the race, then of the gar land, firlt of the fight, 
| then of the kingdgme.ls not thisplaine dealing to let 
vs know the worſt betore hand?Dothnot God here- 
in deale as a Father with his childe > And will a Fa- 
ther cooſen and circumuent his owne childe? No. 


— - 


| uereſchoole-maſter, ofthe {windging roddes,of the 
hard feruler, and of ſuch like terrible things. Aﬀer- 


ward, when he is come to age,heetels him of his in-| 


Now that inobedience firſt thou heareſt and fee. 
leſt ofthe worſt, and the better is reſerued for the 


deeeit is ment, there the beſt things that may tickle 
and tempt vs are ſhewed, the worſe are concealed, 


way children, doe not tell them of rods and ſtripes, 


but of plummes, apples, cakes, babies, hobby-hor- 
ſes, and ſuch like knackes,rhat vſe to pleaſe children; ! 


Andyerfirſt, in his childhood, hetels him of the ſe-! 
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IV.Deceit, 
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Phil.3. 


Gal.6. 
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PE 
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| heritance,and paſlcth it ouer to him. Lorhen what | 
| a ſtrange deceit this is, for ourhearts tomake vs be- 
|lecuethatto beanargument of Gods decciuing vs, 
whichis ſocleere an cuidence of his faithfulneſlc, If 
now wee were told onely of pleaſures and delights, 
we might ſuſpe& deceit, and feare there would bee 
none in the ende. But now hearing nothing but 
of the croſle, of gall, & wormewood, we may the 
more perſwadedly affure our ſelues, that the wine | 
and hony will come, and that beginning with the 
dolefull darkneſſe of the night , wee ſhall end inthe 
ioyfull light of the day. Where joy hath the begin- 
ning,there feare of greefe makes our joy greeuous : 
where griefe ; there hope of ioy makes our greete 
ioyfull, 

The fourthis, from the remembrance of that good 
which we haue already done. \\ hereupon we Fall 
 inferre that wee may now fit downe, andrefſt vs a | 
| while, ashauing done enough for our parts, T his : 
| ſeemesto haue beene /ehues deceit. Hee thought it | 
| enough he had deſtroyed heb his poſterity , and 
' idols. He thought this a great marter, and therefore 
that the doing ofthis might well excuſe him for the 
not deſtroying of Jeroboams Calues. But Panlhad | 
done far more, and yet forgat that which was paſt, | 
and ſtill preſſed rowards the mark, notwithſtanding | 
hee had fo happily combarted with his corruption, | 
that he could ſay, / a. cruc:fied to the world, and the | 
world tome, yethe till continued beating downe his | 
bodie. SO Timethie,though a rare man tor mortfica- | 

tion, yet continued (till inthe vic of ſuch ſcucre ab-. 
| ſtinence, that Paul was fainc to ſtay him, and bid | 
him | 


| 


— 


him diinkenolonger water. But marke heere the 
| deceit of our hearts inturning the purre into a bri- 
' Ale. For there cannot be a more forcible incirement 
rg procecding on in grace, then from our owne be- 
ginnings, and former praCtiſe. Allloſt , if wee giue 
oucr, betore the race be fully run our.VWherefore S. | pp, g.,. 
Paul perſwades Philemon to (hew mercy to Oneſimas | expounded. 
| by reaſon of his former praQtiſe of that grace to- 
; wards others; for hauing laid , [Vee hawe great toy and | 

and conſolutionin thy louc: For by thee brather the [aimts | 
| boxels are refreſhed , hee inferreth preſently this | 
Wherefore 1beſerch thee for my ſonne Oneſmus. Re- 

freth thou h;s bowels, as thou haſt done others of 
the Saints. Stil hold ont inthe exerciſe of this grace, | 
| that thou maiſt recciue a full rewaid. In like man- 
[nerhereaſoneth with the Corinthians, Ms ye haze 
bounded in loze, and knowledge cx : ſoſee yee abound | 1.Cori 8.7. 
:n this grace of liberaluy |] 4/ſo6. Wee, contrarily, | ©<<:9. 
thinke our aboundance in ſome graces may diſpenſe | 
evith our defects in others, Bur, as in the parable ot | 
| the loſt ſheepe, the ſheepheard leauerth the ſheepe | 
| he hath, and ſeeketh out that he wants:ſo ſhould we | 
; ieere. Inourthoughts,at leaſt, leauc thoſe graces | 
| thou haſt, Doe not loſtand thinking of them, that | 
| thou ſhouldgſt negleC that which thou haſt nor. In | 
;the parts of our bodies none lo toolith as to reaſon, | 
'no matter for the wantof mine eye, becauſe | haue | 
j cares, naſe... No ſouldier foſecn{cleſle, astoſay, | 

no matterfora head-pcece, becauſe lhaue a breſt- | 
 plare. Inthe furniſhing of our houſes, if one onely | 
, ornament be wanting, wee doe not thinke the want \ 
, made vpinthereſt, which we hauc, but contrarily, | 
| 


that ' 
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that wee ought ſo much the rather to prouide that 
which is wanting, becauſe of thoſe we haue. Inrun- 
ning ofraces, the people hollow, and ſhoutnotto 
the hindermoſt, but co the formoſt that are neereſt 
the goale.The like hartening ſhould we giue ro our 
ſelues,theneerer wee approach tothe ende of the 
Chriſtianracc. 

The fifth is, from comparing our ſelues with 0- 
thers that are worſe, as the Phariſce compared him- 
ſelfe with the Publicane. Hence wee gacher,that. as 
long as we haue others farre behind vs, we need not 
lo beſtirre vs. This deceit is like that uf the drapers, 
that commend a carſcy by laying it to arugge.W'cl 
in other things we doe not fo deceiue our felues. A 
man of ſome competency in his outward eſtate , if 
heſee a begger that hathnothing, will not thereup- 
on concludethat he is rich enough, andnecde ſccke 
forno more. No, but itthere be but one richer man 
then himſelfe, he is an eye-ſore. As long as hee ſees 
him, he thinkes himſelfe poore. So the runner in a 
race haſtens his pace by looking to thoſe before,nor 
flackens it by looking backe to thoſe behinde. So 
ſhould we rather caſt our cics vpon thoſe that are of 

ceater eminency in grace,then our ſclues,and then 
| hang down our heads,and coucr our faces in ſhame 


— 


ro ſee what things we are,and then put to the ſpur 
| to this dull jade, our naughty fleſh, that wee may 
make more haſt in our journey. 
The ſixth is, when we abſtaine from good,vnder 
pretence of auoiding ecuill: which anſweres to that 
deceit inthe formerkinde, of doing cuil for the pro- 
| curing of good, This is the deceit of the Papiſts, in 
not | 


| 
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not ſuffering the Scriptures to be reade ofthe com- 
mon people,becauſe of the hurt that may come of 
it._Autew makes mention of ſome, that negle@ed 
the meanes of knowledge, becauſe knowledge puf- 
' feth vp. Andſo would be /gnorant, that they might 
| b:zehumble, and want knowledge that they might 
want pride. So the Philoſopher plucked out his 
cies to auoidethe danger of vncleanneſſe. But wee 
muſt learneneuereither to feare good , though it 
may ſeemeneuer ſo hurtfull, nor ro embrace exill, 
though neuer ſo profitable, Hurtfull good is more 
profitable, then proficable euill. 


| Cnar. XVIII. 
Of ancther deceit in the ſame kind, 
Here remaineth yet one deceit more in this 


we hauereſcrued this chapter. And that isthe 1n- 
uenting of falſe reaſons, ro deteine our ſcelues from 
{ performance of ductie. For cuen in ſuch dueties, 
whereto we haue boundour ſelues by vow,we will 
yet goabour to lip the collar, &ro vntie the knot: 
which Salomon jntimateth in that Prouerbe, /#/s 4 
ſnare after the vow 19 inquire, namely colourable 
reaſons to elude our vow : Much more then will our 
deceitfull hezrts do the like for thoſe duties, where- 
totyed only by Gods commandements. For if they 
haue ſlcights ro looſe a duble knot, both of a com- 
mandement, and vow too : much more then a fin- 
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kind,for which, it being ſomthing morelarge, 
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gleknorof a commandement alone. To exempli- 
he this in ſome particulars; Many , when called to 
the ſupper of the Lord,pretend their want of prepa- 
ration, and vnhenes , by reaſon they are not in cha- 
rity with their brethren. A norable deceit! For why 
; doe they not vpon the ſame ground refuſe to pray 
| alſo, becauſe loue and vnity are as well required 
heere, as in the Sacrament, yea a incere proteſsion 
of it, forgine v5,a5 we forgine,&c?When,in the pub- 
lique reformation of religion, vnder Fzekiah , there 
was ſome backwardneſlc in the Pricſts and Lemntes, | 
and they happely withthe ſluggard were readie to | 
hold the hand inthe boſome,androcrye, A Lion in 
the way, This innouation will bee dangerous, wee | 
dare not be ſcene in it: Fzekiah ( as after him «A-m1- | 
' bus Paulus Confull , whenno body elſe durſt , him-. 

{elfe ranne inthe hatcherinto the temple of Seraprs, | 

the demoliſhing whereof the Senate had decreed) | 

began firſt himſclfe,and awakeneth theſe {Inggards | 

:Che. 29.18] with theſe words. O be not deceiued my ſonnes. God 
hath choſen you,e+c. As if he ſhould ſay, I know your 

| | hearts are cunning and deccitfull enough to (ug- 
geſt falle reaſons, to diſcourage yon, but harken not 
,vntothem. Doc your dutic. Soalſo in the mainte- 
nance of the miniſterie, becauſe of the manie vaine 
' ſhifts which men haue for their baſe and illiberal! 
| dealing with vs, ſaying: We liuc idlic,anddoe no- 
thing but ſpeake a few words, &c. Therefore S. Pau! 
Labs | hauing exhorted the Gzlathians to this dutie, to take 
_ | awayalltheirwittic excuſes, addes, Be not deceined, 

| God 1s not mocked. Thereby ſhewing, that as in di. 
| uerſe other things, the deceitfulneſſe of our hearts 
(hewes 
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ſhewes it ſelfe, ſoin this , namely the forging ofidl© 
reaſons,to ſatisfie,8& bearour themaſclues in the neg- 
le& of duties, comanded by the word of God. And 
as this deceite is inthe people, in denying the mi- 
niſter his dues, ſo alſo in the miniſter in denying the 
people theirs,the due nam ” of ſpiritual inſpeQion, 
and inſtrution. For heere ſomepretend, that for a 
while they withdraw themſclues , that they might 
follow their ſtudies in the vniuerlitie,, and fo bee 
the better fitted for their charge. When yet Time- 
thy, for the Churches behoote, forſooke Pauls com- 
paay his deere Maſter, with whom it he had abode 
(til, negleRing the Church, hee wanted nor this 
prerence, that hee did it to furniſh himſclfe with 
ercater ſtore of knowledge. For Paul might haue 
| beene in ſteed of many vniuerſities to him. So inthe 
matter of patience , this is an vſuall ſhift ro excuſe 
the want of it, ohif [ had deſeruedirt, I could have 
borne it. Whereas Peter ſhewes that we ought ſo 
much the ratherto be patient, when the euill wee 
| ſuffer is vadeſernued,, becauſe then patience is moſt 
| praiſe-worthy,when it is moſt prouoked!. And iniu- 
ries doe more prouoke patience, then deſerts. Be- 
lides thar, in vadeſerued cuils, wee hane the conſct- 
ence of our owne innocency to comfort vs in thas 
eri-fc , which the ſinart ofthe cuill bringeth. All 
' which com'orcis wanting, when the cuilis detcrucd, 
| Andlaflly in che dutic of liberality, how witty , and 
| crafty do men ſhewthemſclues, in deviſingreaſons | 
| to ſaue their purſes, as that they haue charges of | 
theirowne, they know not whatneede they may 
come to theinſelues, & divers ſuch like. And hence 
it 


| 
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itis, the Grecke worde , which the Apoſtle ſertterh 
| our liberalicie by, ſignifiech ſeapplicitie, in oppoſiti- 

on tothat crafry and witty wilineſle , that is in the 
Couetoustodefend themſclues from the danger as 
they thinke of liberalry. 

But, ro omit theſe particular inſtances,which arc 
infinite; there are fiue mere generall, and common 
| ſhifts, which men veto auoid the praCtile of god- 
| linefle. - 

1. Of thoſe whoſercligion and divinity is wholly ' 
' nezative. Who thinke 1t1s enough they do no hurt, 
| and that it greatly matters not tor doing good , {o. 
| they doe no cuill. Burtheſe muſt remember , that | 
| euery tree that bringeth not forth god fruit (for all it 
| bringe foorth no bad) /hall bee cut downe for the fire. 
| Thar the ſeruanr,that doth not imploy,and increaſe 
| hisralent,(for all he rerurnes it ſafe and found to his. 
| Maſter ) ſhall be bound hand and foot, and caſt in- 
| tovtrerdarkeneſſe. Thar many who neuer plucked | 
eicher meate from Chriſts mouth, or apparel) from | 
' his backe,nor with the wicked perſecutors impriſo- | 
ned him, and made him ficke, thail yet be condem- 
ned, for thar they gane him no meat, being bu gry, 
nor apparell, being naked,nor viſited him, in his un- 
| priſonment and ficknefſe. That they themſclucs | 
' would not like of the like excuſe in their idle & neg. | 
 ligent ſeruants,neither would they t!.inke it a (ufh- 
| cient plea forthem to ſay , wee haue nor ſer your | 
| houſe on fire,or plotted with rtheeues againſt you, 
; &c. Beſides that theſe deceiue themſclues in thin- 
king, they can abſteine from cuil,in doing no good. 
Whereas, inChriſts account , nottogather, is to 
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ſcatter, not to doe good, when wee ought,is to doe 
hurt, not to ſauelife,when we may, isrodeſtroy it. 
And therefore, becing chalenged by the Phariſees 
for curing aſicke man on the Sabaoth , his defence 
was, Whether u it better to doe good or exill on the Sa. | Mak; 4. 
baoth, to ſaue the life, or to kill? And lo in Salomons | 
 account,he that helps not his brother in hisneed, is | #20! 
' a deſpiler, a hater,and ſo a murtherer of him, | 
; Second ſhift i; ofdelayers,and procraſtinatours; nmr 
| who ſay the time isnot yet come for themtobee fo | the tune to 
| graue, aud godly. Heercafter they will repent,and | come: 
| reforme their waics. So ſaid the lewes for the buil- 
| ding of the material temple, The time i not yet come: 
andthe like doc many of vs ſay, tor the building of |,,, 
the ſpirituall temple of Chriſt in our hearts. Deceit+ -; ;.\,.. 
| fully we,as well as they:for the ſeaſon of repentance | 
{15 not the time to come, but the very inſtant wherin | 
weliuc.Bchold now the accepted time: behold now | 
the Jay of ſaluation. Today, whileſt itis called ro 1951.49 
day, harden not your hearts: For wee are certaine Heber i 
| of this onely, andnot of any more, becauſe our life | 
; tsSnot in our owne hands, but in Gods;who in a mo- | 
; ment can take it away. But ſay that,as once Ezekiah 
thou hadlt a leaſe ot thy life for ſome certaine ſpace | 
of yeeres : yer ſtillthe deceit ſhould be the ſame;for | 
'thogh thy life may co inue longer, yet how knoweſt | 
| thou thar Godscall alio will ſtill continuezor if that | 
, doe, whether he will giue thee his grace to anſwere | 
vnto it, who haſt already ſo contemp{uoully reiec- | 
;tedit? Afſurethy lel:e, hee that will not bee fit for 
; God toYay,will be lefle fit tomorrow. For heere- 
1 ſpecially is the deccicfulneſle of finne to be ſcene, | 
| that 
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thar ſtill,thelonger ir corinueth with vs, the greater 
[trengch, and intereſt irgetreth in vs, and fo as the 
Apoltle ſhewes, it hardceas our hearts, and more dil. 
ables vs for good dutics then before. Know it then 
for a truth, that when thy deceitfull heart thus pro- 
craſtinates the pratiſe of godlineſle , and puts it off 


rooted, and ſerled in thy finnes, through long cu- 


capable ſo much,as of the morion of the ſpirit varo 
repentance. Such a fore-skinne will bee growne 0- 
ner thine heart ſothicke and brawnie, that hardly 
will the moſt powerfull motions pierce through ir. 
Doe wee not ſee howealily the crookednefle of a 
young twigge may be corrected ? let it alone till it 
bee growne a confirmed tree, itis inflexible. Alas 
how many haue there beene&,who deceiuing them- 
ſclues with an opinion of repenting heereafter, as 
|rhinking the preſent time when Godcalled them , 
vnſcaſonable, afterward,ſecing their error, and how 
they had ler ſlip the ſeaſon, haue houled with Eſaw, 
and havethen cried our , they could not repent, be- 
cauſe the ſeaſon was nowpaſt, it was now toolate. 
\What a cunning trick of thine is this,O thou deceit- 
fullhart?when thou ſhouldſt do good, toſay,Jris to 
ſoone, the time is not yet come, Hereafter I will doe | 


ſay,nowit is roolate,the time is paſt. Let vs nor then 
be thus deluded, ſuffring the time of grace to ouer- 
paſſe vs to our deſtruQion. Behold thy ſpiritual e- 
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ked ſwords drawn,and alrcady ſtabberhec. And is 


to the time to come, by thattime thou wilt bee lo | 


ſtonre and continuance, that thou ſhalt ſcarce bce | 


it? and yet when this thy heereafter is come, then to | 


| 


It 
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it now atime fortheeto talke of deferringrhy prepa- 
ration for them?If thou come not out and harnc le 
thy ſelfe for the batrell in all the haſt, thou wilt be } 
vtterly ouerthrown, before thy heereafter be come. | 
Why ſhouldeſtthou deale with Chriſt like the Di- | 
uels , who cried againſt him comming todiſpoſſeſle 
them Why art thow come ro torment vs before our time? 
For ſo many account the prattiſe of godlmeſle a 
torment.VVhy ſhouldſt thou doe worſe with God, 
then thou oughteſt todo with thy neighbour 2 Sy 
not to thy neighbour goe and come agaiue to morrow, 
and I will gine thee if now thou haue it. 1 cannot ſay 
indeede, that when God to day calls for rhy repen- | 
tance, thou haſt it, of thyſelfe, then to giue it him. 
Yertthis I may fay,ſay not to God, Come againeto 
morrow,and thou (halt haue my repentance,when 
to morrow thou ſhalr be lefle able to giue it,then to 
| day. O thatthoucouldeſt be wiſe ro knowrhetime 
of thy viſitation,and to apprehend the occaſions & 
gracious opportunities of thy good, while they are 
offered; to obſerue the time of the ſpirirs mouing in 
thy heart, as once thoſe ſicke men did of the Angels 
mouing in the poole of Berheſds, and with like vio- 
lenceto take it for thy ſoules health, as they did that 
for their bodies. If with the Church in the canticles, 


when Chriſt knocketh ar the doore of thy hart thou 
riſe not ypinall the haſtroJethim in,he wil be gone 
| and with her , thou maiſt ſecke him long enough in 
great woe & greefe, as once Noſeph & Marie did bo- | 
dily,ere thou art like to find him, Heare what Chriſt | 
himmſelfc ſaith, Behold 1 ftand at the doore and knocke, 
if any man heare my voice,and open,1will comein, elle | 
not. 
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| not. Thou ſceſt the mariners and water-men, be- 
| cauſe they haue not the wind and tide at command, | 
| take the benefic of it, whiles ir ſerues. The good hul- 
| bandin the world, how greedily doth he apprehend 


; the occaſion of a goodpeniworth,and takes the ad- 
| uantage of the market ? O that we could be as wile 
| ſpiritually,2nd take our penniworths of the Goſpell, 
while it laſteth,and whules it is yer day,ply our work 


before the twelfth hourc be gone, and thatteartull 
night ottertake vs wherein none can worke. O that 
inthe our dy, a5 Chrilt with teares wiſhed for Jeru- 
ſalem, wee could know rhe things belonging to our | 
peace! Letvsnot decciuc our felues inthinking be- 
cauſe we arc young,we haue therfore time caough 
before vs, we necdnot make {uch haſt. Alas it is but 


a day,a ſhort day al the time that we haue. O that 
in this thy day ſaith Chriſt. And then after it comes 
an eternall night. Other daies , though they haue 
theirnights,yet thoſe nights end,and day comes a- | - 
gaine. But after this day is once gone, there neuer 
comes anew Jay, to worke the work of the Lordin 
againe. O but rhe day ofthe Goſpel! among vs hath 


| 


beene, and lo ſti!]is keto be a long day. Well, bee 
itſo. But thenthe day of thy life may bee ſhort c- 
| nough, andthenthe other is thine no longer then 
| chouliueſt. When thou art dead what good wil the 
| Goſpell doe thee then? Yea, butthen the day of my ! 
life may be a long day. For] am young and healthy. | 
; Well grant thee that too, yerthe day of the Gol- | 
| pell,and thegrace of God may bee our before the | 
| day of thy life. And then what good will thy life do | 
| rhce? One oftheſe ewo may eabily bee , thar if the | 
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| be ſhort: orit the day of thy life be long, yer the day | 


| of the Goſpell ſhould beſhort. See then how dan- | 
| gerous & deceirſull delaics are. Serke the Lordrher- 
| fore, while he may be found, leſt otherwiſe thou bee 


| the miniſtery of the worde. If now thou ſtoppeſt 


like thoſe that Chriſt ſpeakes of, who ſhall ſceke #0 
enter and ſhall not be «ble, and Salomon , that ſhal ſeeke 
the Lord early, and ſhall net finde him. And all , be- 
cauſe they hated knowledre and did not chooſe the feare 
of the Lord, they would none of my connſell,1 called, & 
they refuſed, I ſtretched out my hand , and none would 


regard. Thefeaſon then of ſeeking God is when hee 
ſeekes vs, and inuites vs to come vnto him,when he 
cals and ſtretches out his hand, as hee dothnow in | 


thine eare, through this deceit of anſwering heere- 
after, thou art wondrous wide. As now how art 
deafe, fo heereafter God will bee dumbe. Heereafter 
there ſhall beenothing for thee to anſwer vnto, no 
voyce of God to obey, ſaue that Goe ye curſed.Gods 
ſpirit ſhall not alwaies ftriue with thee. Thou haſt 
refuſed the good counſell of the Lord , arid reſiſted 
his ſpiritin he worde. Thou maiſt fir long enough 


cre the like grace be offeredthee againe. The time 


daies of the Goſpel, which now thou ſceſt , &ſhalt | 
notſee it, when, as Chriſt faide of himſclfe to the | 
lewes, thou maiſtſecke the powerfull miniſterv,and | 
(halt not finde it, becauſe thou wouldet nc bee | 
found by it, when it ſought thee. | 

> / | . | 
\ 3+ Shifris fro extraordinary occaſions; asin thoſe | 
inthe parable; when inuited tothe ſupper, excuſed 
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this is mecre deceit, Thetrue cauſe indeede, why 
they would not come, was, becauſe their farmes & 


; oxen had bought them. Their affeQions had in- 
thralled, and ſould themſclues to this worlde. And 


therefore our Sauiour, preſently afrer the parable 
ended, addeth theſe words, He that hateth not hu fa- 
ther, mother wife, children,yea & hu owne life,uch 
more his farme,his oxen, caxnet bee my diſciple. Ir 
was not thenthe farme,the oxen, but the inordinate 
affeion to thoſe things, that they loued them more 
then they did Chriſt,that detained them. This was 
the true impediment which Chriſt in theſe words 
troucheth, The things ofthis life are burdens indeed 
preſſing ourſoulesdowne, but not inthemſclues. Al 
the waightthey haucin this kinde , they receiue it 
from our owne. corruption. VWhich the Apoſtle 
| ſheweth,ioyning theſe rwo things together,Cafting 
away eucry thing that preſſeth down,that is,the things 
of this life, and /inne that ſo eaſily incompaſſeth vi.lt is 
this latter that makes the former burdenſome to vs. 
Therefore they in ſteed of ſaying , 1have bought « 
farme,1 pawe married awife;{ſhould rather hauc laid, 
I hane ſould my ſclfe ta the inordinate love of my farme, | 
and I haut married my ſeife ta the fooliſh and carns! lone 
of my wife, as well 4s to my wife. Some caſes indeed. 
there are, wherein that rule of our Saujour hath 
place, 1 will bauc mercy, and wet (acrifice. And then 
the occalion hindering the durie is of greater con- | 
| ſequence, then the dutic omitted. Andthe neglett | 
 ofthat occaſion would haue left a deeper wound in | 


9p conſciences,then of the dutic. As in Hanne, | 
it | 
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it, forthe going to the ſacrifice at Sh1/oh, ſhee had 


[ 


Fas 


negleed to ſhew mercieto her poore infant, in gi- 
uing itſucke, Butheere many deceiue themſclues, | 
to make cuery entertainment of a friend, euery gol- 
ippingor marriage dinner, orſome ſuch like occaſi- | 
on,to be aſufficient cauſe ro iuſtle out the ſeruice of 
| God? And this was Martbaes deceit, rebukedeucre- 
ly by our Sauiour, Notwithſtanding the meeting 
of friends in Zecheies houſe,the circumciſion of the 
child on the eighth day wasnot negle@ed, Thel(- 
raclites were but in an vnſetled tumultuarie eſtate, 
in the wilderneſle; and yer, for all that, they did not 
polt off the duety of thankeſgiuing , till they were 
peaceably poſſeſled of Canaan. And for alltheir of- 
ten remooues in the wildernefle, and the vncertain- 
| ry ofthem, yetthey ſeeme to bee chalecuged by the | 
| Lord forthe negle&of circumciſion. | 

+ | Fourth/byftisthat, which isrife in the mouthes 
of che prophane, that itis vain and bootleſle to take 

' any painesin godlineſſe. For it they bee ordained to 
 deſtruQion, it willnothing aduantagethem; they 
ſhall looſe all their labour: if to ſaluation , though | 

| they live neuer ſo wickedlie, itſhall nothing preiu- 
dice,or diſaduantage them. They mult neeas come 
'totheir appointed end. Bur theſe mult know that it 

35 impoſſible, cicher for a reprobace to liue godly, 

, ranele& alwaies to liue lewdly and looſely. For 

| the ſame God that ordeines the ende, ordaines the 

| Means. Thoſe whom he hath ordained to faluation 

' hee hath alſo ordained ro good wotkes , that they 
ſhould walke therein, Why then wilt tho deceiue 
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life?for there thon wiltnotreaſon, God hath appoin- 
ted how long I (hall liue, therefore I will cate no 
| meat, becauſe Gods decree muſt needs ſtand, whe- 
cher] catorfaſt. Heerethou wilt haue the wit to 
anſwer, God indeed hath ordained how lone I ſhall | 
' hue ; but withall hee hath ordained thatthe time | | 
' ſhall live, 1 hall live by the vie of meanes. Mich 
more (houldeſt thou vſc this an{were-4n this caſe. tor | 
thou knoweſtnot but God may miraculoutly main. | 
 taine thy remporall like wicthour meanes : but thou 
mailt aſſurethy ſelfe, God will never worke ſuch a 
' miracle, asto bring a ſinfull irrepentantſoule into | 
heaven, | 
Thefifth /þi/# is of thoſe that complaine of the 
difficulty of the practiſe of godlineſle,howpaineful! 
it isto our fleſh, how impoſſible to be atrained, and 
ſo by this meanesdiſcouragethem(c]ues from ma- 
king towards the heauenly , as oncethoſc ſpies did ' 
the [ſraclices from the cart!\iy Canaan. Thus the 
| foole puts off the ſtudie of knowledge , pretending 
the impoſhbility of reaching vnrto 1t. As Sa/cmon 
implies, when he ſaies, as it were mocking]y imita- 
ting of him, {Wiſedomes (in the plurall number ) are 
too high fer a fools, Othere are fo manie and ſundry * 
'thingsto be learned. How can I coprehend themal? 
; Butheere the rruth 1s, that want of wi# is the true. 
cauſe, though want of sk47and power be pretended. 
Fortheſe men are like bankropts, who thovgh they | 
be able to pay ſomeparr of their debts, yet refuſe ro 
pay any thing, becauſe they cannot pay all.So tliele | 
vpon pretence of their hiſiey rodocallrequired, 
will not endeuour ro doe any thing at all. Davis | 
practiſe | 
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practife was C:oanc _— For he propoſing to 
| himſelfe-rhat perfe&tion of obedience required in | 
| the Law, farre abouethereach of any man, Thos 
| haſt commaunied thy precedts to bee kept very much, Leeinrn.cs 
| namely with all our 5% pr. &c; dooth nor | \ 
' thereupon giue over hus deſite, and endeauour of o- | 
| bedience, butrather prouckes and cakindles it ther- | 
by. Forthereupon hee infers preſently , O that my | | 
 waies were ſo directed that 'tmight keepe thy ftatutes . | 
Here todcliuer our (clues from thisdeceir, we mult | 
remember that God accepts f/. ing tor effecting, 
willing for working, deſires tor deeds, purpoſes for per- 
formances;yence tor pownds,and vnto ſuch as do their | 
| endeuour,hath promiſed his-grace inabling them c- | 
| uery Yay ro do more,and more; Vhich grace-when 
| once wehane;then ſhalwe fee howfalte it iswhich | 
| our heartstells vs, conceming the paine and redi- | 
| ouſnesof godlineſle;Forthenwe ſhall teele'Chrilts | 
| yoake 10 bee eafie and ſmecte, and his comnaundements | 1, .. 
will not be burdenſome vnto v3. Nay itisfinne, that | 1.tohn.s. | 
is ſo painfull;Gods workes are farre more eaſie,then | 72/344 
are the Diucls. For whether thinke we 15 the eaſier ladfm a 
| barthen to carry malice, and enuic in our hearts, or | 2% 455. 
the loue of God, and ourneighbour? Toreraine the | ,* ?,2/0te 
' memorie of iniuriesis troubleſome, and vexes the | i-:mwnayg- 
' mind;but whar trouble, orpaine isit, to let ones an-| "><: 
' gergo,norto ſpeake euill,not to reproach, or flan- | 
' der ourneighbour ? notto ſweare ? to atke good! 
things of God that giueth them readily ? Iris trou- | 
bleſomero the mindeto carke and care, and take , 
thought: buttoreſt on God by faith, how ſweete an | 


eaſe 1sit tothe hart? Iris a ſlander then againſt god-' 
R 4 lincſſe 
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lineſle to ſayitisſo fullofpaine and trouble. And 
of the deceitfulneſſe of the beart in perſwading, fo 
much. 


— .. —_—. 


Cunar. XIX. 


Of the deceit of the heart in that which it pronuſeth- 
FO Us, 


WE are now to proceede on tothe third head 
of deceitfulneſſe, which is in prow:/iwg: And 
that is cither toowr ſelues,or to God. 

To our [clues we deceirfully promiſe many things 

t. Pleaſure,profit, andthe ſweetneſſe of both in 
ſinne;but inthe endein ſtead heereof(ſo faithful are 
our hearts of their words)we finde nothing bur gall, | 
and wormewood,(hame in the worlde,confulion & | 
horror in our owne conſciences. Whence that que- 
ſtion; hat fruit hawe ye in thoſe things, whereof ye are 
now «ſhamed?as if he ſhould haue ſayd. Your hearts 
promiſed you much fruit of pleaſure and content- 
ment in ſinne. Alas where is it? ye find now nothing 
bur ſhame. So true is that of Saulomow. The righte- 
ous is more excellent then his neighbour : bur the 
way of the wicked decciues them. They think them- 
ſclues farre berter then the righteous. And fo they 
were indeed,if they could find that felicity in their 
wicked waics which their deceirfull hearts promiſe: 
bur thisthey doe nor. Their way decciuecs them, as 
hee ſhewes in the next verſc. The deceitful man 
(though 
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;the couctous promiſe themſelues inthegaine of vn- 
righteouſneſſe, Wickedneſſe was ſwee: in hu 1,0uth, 
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(though when hee went abour to ſtealehis veniſon 


promiſcd much mirth and cheere to himſclte,yert he 
comes (hore of his reckoning)he ſhal not ſo much as 
roſt that he rooke jn the hunting. In couctouſneſle, 
what happineſle doth the heart promiſe it ſelfe in 
gaine though neuer ſo vnlawtull, and vnrighteous. 
Bur how deceitfully, many examples can witneſſe. 
What got Amanias and Zaphirs, by reſeruing to 
themſelues ſaciilegiouſly the Churches goods, but a 
ſhamefull and ignominious death? No more did Ba- 
lam, when hope of gaine,and the large promiſes of 
the King, made him blindly , and boldly ruſh vpon 
the Angels (word. Whence the Scripture,vſcththat 
phraſe of the Deceit of Baleaws wages. What got Ge- 
heziby taking vp that good moriell, as he thought, 
which his Maſter fo vnwiſely,in his conceit, ler goc 
befide hislippes? nothing bur a leproſte 2 Nidnot 4- 
chens Babiloniſh garment bring the ſtones about 
his eares? and 1#d «5 thirty peeces of filuer the halter 
about his necke? Excellent Sa/omon,The bread of de- 
ny Arey pleaſant to a man: but afterward his mouth 
s filled with gravell. There are ſome meats, which 
are very pleaſant in the mouth, and it 15 delightful ro 
holde,and rolle them there,but after once they are 
ſwallowed downe, with the fiſh we feele the hooke 
ſticking in our iawes; beeing in the ſtomacke they 
make vs wondrous ſicke.ſo that wee cannot be well 
tillthe ſtomacke hauec diſgorged it ſelfe. This is the 
ſimilitude wherby Zopbar in 10b,doth moſt clegant- 
ly repreſent vnto vs the deceitfulnes of that pleaſure 
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Tob.z0. 12.13. 4nd he bid it under hu toung and kept it cloſe in#hu 
wr Ee mouth, rolling it about 45 a peece of ſugar. But what? 
| was it ſo ſweet in his bellie roo? No; Hu meat in hu 

| bowels was turmed , it became the gall of Apes in the | 

| mrddes of him. tHe hath dewoured [ubſtance,enl hee ſhall | 

| vomit it. God ſhall draw it out of his belle. And thus | 

| in the Gofpell, areplcaſures well called ihormes, not 

| onely for choaking the worde, bur alſo ior pricking, 

| and wounding the conſcience with true forrow, in 

\ ſteadofrhar falſe and fatrering delight which wee 

| expected. As itisthus in couerouſnefie, (o in am- 

| bition and all other finnes. Did not Adam and ! ue 

| promiſe vnto themſclues in the eating ot rl;e forbid- 

den tree, the glory of the godhead ? For what elfe_ 
meaneth that birrer ſcoffe, and alt {arcaſine of rhe | 
Gen.z22. | Lord, Behold man is become 45 one of v5. But what | 
| was the iſſue? 2oſes tels vs. Then were their ties ope- 
| ned, and they ſaw their nakedneſſe, they faw how they | 

| were mocked, how forthe mines of golde,they had 

Protheſaure | Met with cole-pits, nay for heauen, with hell , for a | 
Carbones, | throneof glory, with the dunghill of ignominy In 
Rom,7.11- | thisregard the Apoſtle ſaiththar ſine deemed him, 
| becauſe of this deceitful promile 6f his heart con- 

| cerning finne. And for theſame reaſon hee calleth 

Epheſ,4.22. | he luſts of the fleſh, the deceinenbleluſts of olde .7- 
Prow.:3.3. | dam; inthe ſame ſenſe, that Salomon calls the rulers 
; meat a dectineable meat : Becauſe wee promiſe ſuch 
great matters of joy, and delight to our elues in our | 
| [1nnes, the contrary whereof afterward our owne 
wofull experience teacheth vs. For finne imbraces 
vsindeede, butitis like the ſerpent. Together with 
the imbrace itmortally ſtings vs. Belecue wee _ 
then \ 
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| che ſine, and then comes the {ting ofthe guilt, At- 


[neuer get. Thus Saul promiled himſelte viſtory 0- 


| and ſopurting on the harneſle. gloricd as thoſe, chat 
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then theſe inchanting ſongs, and faireprom iſes. We 
fhall ſmart for our credulity atterward. Sinne that 
lay quiet before, like aſlecping dog , will afterward 
awake, and ye i inour throats, & of a friendly per- 
ſwader it will turne a moſt vehement accuſer. The 
promiſed pleaiureſhall vaniſh with the very a&t of 


'rer tho {inne is throughly done ſhall wee perceiue 
tic heynoulheſle thereof. | 
II. Wee deceitfully promiſe toourſeluestho en: 
toymentof many outward bleſtngs, which yer wee. 


wer Dawds becing (hut vp in Aclah, The Lord ſaich 
he,he/h delivered bim iyto my hand. So allodid the | 
lebufices triumph againſt Dawd,asthough chey had | 


| bene {ure enough for cuer being ouercome by him. 


This deceit we may ſee inthe craking of Goliah, and 
 Senacherib, who had in their preſuming hope , got | 
the victorie of their aduerfarices before. the conflict, 


puc it off And we may eaſily diicerne it in our ſelues, | 
. whotog tee cally beleeuing ſuch things, as wee de- 
lire ſhould come to pafſe,do often make our lelues 
{..ce of them,when yetin the. cnde wee come ſhort 
' of them. Heerain decemivg our ſelues, as the Di- 


| uc]] would haue decetuced our Saviour, AL theſe 
| things wil I giue ther, launch he,which yer were notin 
| his power to giue. No more ?re any of the leaſt of 
'thele things in our hands which wee lo confidently 
allure to our ſelues. And therefore to this deccit op- 


pole we Salomens counte!l, Borſt not of t) morrow,for | 


. thou knoweſt not what a dey may bring ſ0.1th. Many | 


tang: | 
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things fal out berwixt the cup andthe lip, infomuch 
that oftentimes we enioy not thoſe things which c- 
ucn almoſt we haue in our hands. 

III. Our hearts deceiue vs in promiſing , Iknow 
not what contentment and happineſle in the fruiri- 
on of theſe outward blefhings , when yet the cuent 
anſwereth not ourexpeCtation. O ſaith the deceit- 
full heart of man, it I might have this orthar which 
[ deſire, ſo much liuing, ſuch orſuch an office, or 
preferment, how comfortable and ſolatious alife 
(hould [lead?well, when he hath his with,it farerh 
with him almoſt,as with the Iſraclits in their quales. 
Hefindeth more vanity and vexation of ſpirit,in the 
preſence, then he did before in the want of this his 
ſo much deſiced good. Hence alſo that phraſe of the 
deceitr nlneſſe of riches, becauſe they donot perform 
chat which our hearts promiſe vs concerning them. 
In the ſame regard all worldly honours are called 
lies by Dauid, O ye ſonnes of men, how lone will ye fol- 
low after lies? Thelye indeedis in ourown falſe harts. 
Ve make them lyers, in that we promiſe ſuch great 
matters to our ſeluesof them. Whereas in end the 
leaning ſtaffe becomes a knocking cudgell, &the prop 
coſuſtaine vs, like the e£gyprian reede proues a pricke 
topierce andpaine vs,and as /#b complaines of his 
friends, all chele matters which we thought would 
haue beene vnemptiable fountaines of comfort, de- 
ceine v5 like a brooke, whole waters faile in the fom- 
mer, when we haue greateſt vic of chem. Thus Exe 
promiſed her ſelfe great matters in Caim,and he was! 
the man obtained as aſpeciall bleihing ofthe Lord, 
and his brother was called Habe/,vaniy , as becing | 

no 
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| body in regard ofhim, But afterward this her ſon, 
n whom ſhe ſomuch doted, proued a very thorne 
[ in herſide,andpricke in her eye. So concerning El- 
keysh , it isnotcd thathee loued Hanneh more then 
his other wife , promiſing no doubt greater matter 
of comfort to himſelfe in her, thenin the other. Bur 
what followed? He lowed her ſaith the Prophet, and 
the Lord made her barren, Marke the coniunttion of 
his louing her,and Gods making of her barren. So 
ſhall it bee in all ſuch earthly creatures , whereunto 
 wecleaue inordinately , fal{ly promiſing ioy to our 
ſelues intheir viſe. God,in his 1uſt iudgemenr, ſhall 
make them barren, ſothat they ſhall not yeelde vs a 
quarter of that comfort, or benefit, which we expe- 
| cd. Therichfoole hee promiſed himſelfe a lirtle 
heauen in hisriches. Soxle take thine eaſe,c#c. But a- 
Flas how ſoone did God diſeaſe him? foole,this night 
(bell they take away thy [oule,and where then is thine 
eaſe? Therealon of this deceit is,forthat we, in our 
expeRation of theſe outward things , before they 


th 


{ thepaine: burzinthe fruition,wee feele both, yea 
more of the ſoure, then of the ſweete. And hence it 
| comesto paſſe, that nothing pleaſcth vsſo wellin 
| the ſr«ition , as in the eepetFatien. Nay nothing al- 
{ maoſt which pleaſed vs when hoped for, bur does 
more diſpleaſe vs when had. Nothing Imeane of 
theſe zemyporalls, whereofnow we ſpeake . For as for 
eternal, they arc more loued of vs, when poſſeſſed, 
then when deſired. Foritis impoſſible for anyman 


come,apprehend onely the good,and the (weet ab- 
{tra&ed fromthe ſource, the pleaſure, diuided from | 


| 
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that which they haue in themſelues , thatſo having 
them he (hould beginto deſpiſe rhem,fhinding leſle, 
*| then he looked for before he had them. Nay our o/ 
| pinion doth not ſo much runne ouer in conceining 
of temporalls,as it comes ſhort in the apprehenſion 
of eternalls. 
yo" _— IH]. Ourheartsdecciue vs in promiſing vnto vs 
ment,& hope | both freedome from Gods iudgements in {1nne,and 
- -»" pg ® |thefruition ot hismercies in the neglect of obedi- 
| ence. In the one, cunningly ſeparating the ende 
from the meanes, hell , damnation, iudgment 
from ſinne ; and in the other the meanes from 
the exde, holineſle, righteouſnefſe , from ſalua- 
tion: telling vs,wee may enioy the end without the 
meanes, glory without grace, aplentifull harveſt 
withour ſcede fowen. As the Drae{/woulJ have de- 
ceived our Sauiour, promiſing him ſafedeſcent from 
the temple without going / xe by the ſtaires: 
ſo heere would our hearts deceiue vs promiſmg 
a ſure aſcent vp into heauen without going vp 
by the ſtaires of the workes of obedience. A fearc- 
fall thing itisto ſee men goc on boldly in their ſins, 
and yet as boldly topromiſe heauen to themfehies. 
O fooliſh ſor , who hath thus bewitched thee ro 
chinke, that after thou haſt begunne- and continued 
in ſmne,thouſhalr end in glory,that after thou haſt 
lived many yeeres heere in this world, and done no- 
thing but ſhamefully diſhonoured that God which 
made thee, with thy filthy beaſt]y life full of all im- | 
puritie, that yet in the end God wil honor thee with 
theglory of his Saints. Bee »ot decerned ſaith Paul. 
| Neither fornicatonrs por idolaters,nor adulterers, nor 
Wan-' 
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wantons nor buzg:rers, &c./hall imherit the kingdome 
of God. ; 
And S. Peter tells vs that God hath called vs vnto © 7 3 
elory and wvertue. Toglorie, as the ende, to vertue as 
the way leaCing vsthercunto. Neuer then looke fot | 
glory, bur in the way of vertue. God hath chained | 
theſe two faſter together then that they ſhould bee 
ſeucred. So alſo hathhee {inne and thame. And 
yet how many are there, like that man that Ao/es | Dev:.24.19. 
{peakesof , who when hee heares the curles of the 
Law read, yet bleſſerh himſelte in his heart, ſaying, | 
l ſhall h:ne peace,although I walke according tc the ſtub- | 
born. eſ/e of my heart ? When the miniſters of the 
word chreaten inthe name of God, his tudgements | 
{ againſt ſinne,are there not, who lay in their hearts, 
Tuſh theſe are butskar-crowes? God means no ſuch 
| matter, this is bit a pollicie to keepe men in awe. 
| Thcie are luch as the Prophet ſaies haue made a 
| coucnant with hell, and death, and che reſt of Gods 
wegemei.ts. How could a coucnant,will ſome ſay, 
be made with hell. Truly, true couenant can there | 
| de none; but only the deceittull heart of man per- | 
| \wades itlelte of a couenant,and to bears vs in hand | 
that wee (hall bee paſt by vntouched , whatſoever | 
| [courges come. \We may ſec an example of this in 
; Ewe , whorchcarfing Gods commandement and | 
| threatning to the ſerpent, began to minle it with a | 
[rraduenture, Leaſt perazuenture ye dye , when God | 5.-14n1m in 
' abſolutely andrefolutely had ſaide, in dying yeſpall | 0-3-3 
; he. So they in Jeremy wicked & impenitent wret- | 
| ches yet flatter themlclucsin hope of mercy , /t may |,,,.,. 
ve the Lord will do according to al by wondrous works. | © 
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' God threatened 4h4b to roote out his houſe: yerhe 
promiſed himſelfe the eſtabliſhment of his houſe. 
And thereupon fo followed the worke of gencrati- 
on that he left ſeuenty ſonnes behinde him. 2,Kings 
| IOeIs 
| V. Ourhartsdecciue vs in promiſing a ſetled and 
5:Centin»* | jmmoueable continuance of our outward proſperi- 
verity, | ti» This was Edoms deceit, to whom the Propher 
Obad.z. | thusſpeaketh, The pride of thine heart hath aeceined 
| | thee, T how that awelleſt inthe clifts of the rocke, "whoſe 
habitation is high, that ſaith in bu heart, who ſhall bring 
' medowne tothe ground? This deceit was in her that 
\ ſaid, 1/it a5 8 2 ucene,end ſhill feele no ſerrowes. Yea 
| the godly themſclues are ſubie& to this deluſion: 
| as Damd, when in hisproſperity hee ſayd hee ſhould 
| neuerbe moucd, and ob when in his flouriſhing e- 
ſtate hee ſaide, 1/haft dye in my neſt,and multiplic my 
dates as the ſands, No maruell then if the foole ſay to 
| himiſelfe, Thou haft goods laid ip for many yeares. 
6.Succefſe vs VI, Wefalfly promiſe toour ſelues good ſucceſſe 
on mluMciet | ypon Weake,, and inſufficient grounds. As Micah, 
: | Now 1know, ſaith he, the Lord willbe good vnto mee. 
Iud,r7.13.  VWhy Micah? becauſe 1haue a Lewite to my Prieft , yea 
| but God didnot allow of ſuch roving /ep-land Le- 
| uites, Neither were priuatc houſes the place where 
| God would haue the Leuites imployed, but theta- 
Mena bernacle.Herein it ſeems, Balaam decciued himſelf, 
| hoping becauſe of hismany altars, and ſacrifices his 
deſire, and purpoſe of curſing the Iſraelites would 
| fadge.Andthis isthedeccir of the ſuperſtitious, wbo 
; boldly promiſe no ſmall matter to themſelues vpon 


Pſalm. zo. 6. 
loba9.18. 


| 


— 


| the careful performanceof their ſuperſtitious deuo- | 
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oy 
tions. Yea among our ſelues many thinke if they 
humble chemſclues in confeſſion, and can terch a 
ſigh, or ſhead a teare inprayer, orifthey bee ſome- | 
thing morediligent in ourward ſeruice of God, then | 
| ordinarie , they ſhall eaſily obraine at Gods hands 

that which they deſire. 


| - 
Ex6+t. AX. 


Of the deceit of the heart in that which it promiſeth 
| 18 God. 


| "Hus wee haue ſcene how deceirfull ourhearts | ».To God. 
| are in the promiſes they make to #wr ſelues : it 
' remaineth toſee the like deceitfulnes in the promi- 
| ſes they make to God. 


| Nowtheheartis deceitfullin promiſing to God, 
| eitherthe durics of repentance, and reformation in 
| general, or any ſpeciall dutic in ſpeciall. 
1. Forparttcular aaties,how often do we purpoſe, | i.Duties par- 
 &ſecretly, yea otherwhile more ſolemnly, promiſe ray "er 
ro God the performance of this or that , when yet, 
inthe end we donothingleſle, by reaſon ofthe vn- 
ſoundneſſe, and vnſctledneſſe of our deceiueable 
hearts. Salomon infinuates, that in his time there 
were {omec;that after,by vow they had bound them- | 
 felues ro;the Lord for the performance of ſer- | 779-2275 
| uice,did yet afterward go about to enquire for rea- | WE: 
| ſons, how to be diſcharged of their vow. 1akobpro- | | 
| miſcd and ſolemnly vowed to the Lord that, beeing | 
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bleſſed in his iourney, and ſafely returned home a- 
gain,he would build an altar in Bezhel, & pay tithes, | 
Neuerthleſſe,for all this, /akob after his return could | 
ſir ſtill, and find no leyſure to pay his vow, till God 
came,and plucked him by the eare,both by the affli-; 
ions ſent vpon him in himſelte & his children, and | 
allo by his owne voice, as it were ſhewing hum the | 
reaſon of his danger before by Eſau, and now by the | 
people of that country, of Dinahs rauiſhment, and | 
his ſonnes barbarqus murther, .4riſe,go wp to Bithell, 
and build there an altar, according to thy vowe. How | 
often doe the beſt purpoſe with themſclues to ſhew 
ſome proofe of their ſpurituall grace,in performance | 
of this or that dutie:when yet,when it comes to the | 
criall,we are alcogether dilabled, and ſhew nothing 
bur weakneſle _ corruption? becauſe we haue by | 
ournegligence and ſecuricie greeued the {pirit of 
God. Wherein it fareth with vs, as with Samp/on, | 
whoſaid with himſelfc, 1will go? out now 4s 48 other. 
| Hiames,and ſhake my ſelfe, vut hee knew not, laith the 
Prophet, that the ſpirit of tie Lord was departed from 
im. And ſo his heart d-ceiued him. Thus was it 
with Dauid; I (aide 1 wil looke to my wats that 1 {inne 
wot with my tongue, I will keep: my mouth brid!cd whi-. 
leſt the wicked # is /ight;bur preſently after he ſhews 
how ſoone he broke his word. My heart was hot , the 
fs e kindled and 1 ſpake with my tongue exc, Petcrs Cx- 
ample is very memorable; how confident was hein 
proteſting and promiſing concerning his ſticking to 
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Sex.de4 feria,| Chrilt, to the very death? but yer quickly plucked in. 


' his ſnayles hornes, even at theflight touching of a 


| fillie wench, How ſoone ſaith 4#//{endidft thou de- 
nyc. 


_— 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


nyehim as adead man , whom before thou confel- 
{edit as the lining lonne of God? 
; To thisplace belongeth that vſuall deceit, wher- 
| by weſecretly promileto the Lord the doing of this 
or that, when ourprefent eſtate ſhall bee chaunged. 
| OlifJ were thus,and thus, I would doe fo and ſo. Jf 
Iwere Kinz,laith Ab/alom,! would ſee inſtice done to e- 
wery man. Thinke we, he would haue beene as good 
as his worde, if cuer he had beene King ? Aſſuredly 
| none would have beene more tyrannical. If I were a 
rich man, ſaith one, O how hiberall, how free-har- 
ted (hould | be? God happely lets him haue hu wiſh, 
but hee lets not God hauc hw promiſe. God giuerh 
riches to him, but he no /1be-.1/1ty to God. Nay when 
he is becomerich,heis more vniult ,niggardly, ſcra- 
ving, then thoſe of whom hee complained before, 
| when he was poore. Thus young men thinke with 
themſelues, when they come to bee ould, they will 
not offend in thoſe faults wherein they lee age fo 
| much ouerraken, as frowardneſle, morofitie , impa- 
{ tience, contempt of youth, &c. Vnmarried perſons 
| thinke,when they are once married, they ſhall liue 
ſo louingly,and comfortably,and be quite free from 
all thoſe faults which they tee married folke to of- 
fendin. Men without children, ifonce they might 
come to haue children, O the dueties they would 
 performe, the care of godly education they would 
| have. Private men, if they were inplaces of go- 
| uernment, O the wonders that they then wovld do. 
, Andin euery ſtate and condition , whatſoeuer want 
' weeſec in others, wee dare promiſe touching our 
{eives a freedome from it, if we were in it. But wee 
| Y 2 know 
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know nor, atleaſt remember not, that cuery ſtate 
| hath ſeucrall temptations , and burdens, annexed | 
'vato it, And how can wee know , cither how wee | | 
ſhall wrhfiand the one, or and vnlerthe other, till 
' it cometo thertriall.Nayrather, we ſhould teare the | 
| worſe of our ſclues. Beholdnow , beeing poore, I 
am couetous,when I want that baire of Reeling the 
 ſweere of gaine,which rich men haue. What then 
ſhould Ibe,if1 were rich, whenthe danger is grea- 
ter, to haucour harts ſtollen away by riches increa- | 
ſing? Behold now I am a fingle man, and hauc no | 
beds to looke to but my ſelfe, and yer | finde [ haue | 
enough to do this well: how then ſhall 1 doe , when | 
belides my ſelfe,] haue a famihe to oucrlee? Behold | 
| now am aprivate man, & haue no body,bur mine 
ownefamilyrogouerne: Andyetl find my hands 
full with this. Alas! if I were in publike place of go- 
uerniment, how ſhould | be ouercharged ? Beholde 
being but a meane obſcure perſon, I yetfind ichard 
ro humble and keepe vnder my proud heart. What 
| ſhould I doe then,if I flouriſhed in worldly glorie, 
| and were a great one in princes courts? lo [| can 
| | hardly and taſt infirme ground. How then can [(c- 
\ | cure my feete in{lippery ground > | 
| pry 2. Inpromiſing to God repentance, and refor- 
repentance, __ | : 
mation in generall, the caſe 1s alike.Men in their at- 
fiRions, and ſickneſle,looking for death, how libe- 
| rall are they in theirpromiſes ? but afterward how 
| balely niggardly are they in their performances? 
They play childrens play with God they take a- 
| way a thing, as ſoone as they haue giuen it. \Vhen 
«corpora ond belieged Jeruſalem, then the [ewes 
made 
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| Miniſter(fay the ticke folks)tell vs what we {hal do 
; toauoide Gods wrath. Take theſe bagges. Pa y ſo 
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madea ſolemne couenant with the Lord,ro ſet free 
their ſeruants:Bur noe ſooner had the King remoo- 
ued his fiege, but they retracted, and repealed their | 


| vow, and brought backe againe their ſeruancs into | 
| their former bondage. So fareth ir with theſe kind | 


ofmen. When God laies fiege to them by licknes 
or ſome other pinching affliction, then couenants, 
and promiſez are made concerning the putting a- 
way ofour ſinnes : But no ſooner doth God begin 
to depart, and flake bis wrath, but we returne with 
che doggetothe vomit, and with the ſow to our 
wallowing inthe mire. Like Fharaobthat diſmiſſed 
the Jraelzzes, when death entred within his palaces, 

bur preſently after, in all haſt, makes after them to 
ferch them backe againe. Thus was it in that great 
ſiveatin the time oft king Edward. As longe ( faies 
one ) as the fmnele ofthe plague laſted, there 
was Crying pecans, percaus,mercy good lord,mercy, 
mercy. The miniſters of gods word were ſought 
for in every corner,they could not reſt,they might 
not ileepe : yee muſt come to my Lord, yee muſt 
come to my Lady, come if ye loue God, and if yee 
loue their ſaluation tary not. For Gods ſake M. 


much to ſuch a man ; for Idecciued him : giue him 
ſo much,for I gat it ofhim by vſury.l madea crafty 
bargaine with ſuch a one, reltore him ſo much and 
defire him to forgiue me. Diuide this bag among 
the poore, cary this to the hoſpirall , pray for mee 
tor Gods fake, Good Lord forgive me &c. This 
was the dilfimulation of the people for three or 
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toure dayes whiles the execution was, but after 
when the rage was ſomewhat ſwaged,then return- 
| ed they totheir vomit worſe then cuer they were. 
Then that they had before cauſed to bee reſtored, | 
and giuen inalmes they ſecke to recouer by more 
euil-fauoured cheuiſaunſes. This deceittulneſſe | 
| God noted in the. 1/raclites, who being humbled' 
with theterrors ofthe law, promiſed very largely, | 
All theſe things will we dee; But what ſaid God. 0 
that there were ſuch 4 beart, namely as, in this (o libe- 
rall, and frankea promile of obedience, they make 
ſhow of, and at this timethinke indeed they haue. 
| For now we ſpeake of ſuch a kinde of deceittulnes, | 
-whereby we decetue our {ejues as well as others. | 
Weare not to thinke thele //raelites did groſlely dif- 
| ſemble with God : bur at thattime, being in ſome 
diſtreſle, they (pake as they thoughe, and meant to 
do. Butby reaſontheir heartes were not through- 
lie —_— and renewed, it was only a ſuddaine fir 
| for the time, afterwardes their hearts returning to | 
| their old bias, they were not able to performe thart | 
which they promiſed. This the Scripture would : 
teach,when it ſaieth cherr hearts ſtarted a ſide like a de- 
ceitfull bowe. When a man ſhoots with a deceitfull | 
bowe, though heleuell his arrow , and his cyedi- ' 
rectly to the marke, and thinke with himſelfe ro 
hit it, yet indeed the arrow, by reaſon of his deceit- 
tull bow, goes a cleane contrary way. Anſwerable 
to this bowe is our heart, to the arrowe the delires, 
purpoles,and promiſes wee conceiue, and make in, 


onraftlictions. The marke wee aymeat is repen- 
tance. To the which wee then looke with ſoaccu- | 
. rate, 
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rate,and attentiue an eye; as though we lhould re- 
pent indeed. And that indeed is our purpole, and 
meaning then : but our owne hearts deceiue vs. 


is much ynloundneſle (till in them, bence1t comes 
to paſle, thar theſe arrowes of our purpoles, and 
promiles ot repentance neuer hit the marke, neuer 
ſort to any good eftect, but vanilh in theaire as 
{moake. Ahab did not groily diſlemble in that his 
humiliation wrought by the Prophets repreben- 
lion, but he meant in good ladnelle, vy hen hecloa- 
thed himſelte in ſackcloth. Onely his heart (till re- 
mained vnregenerate,& lo deceiued him. So was it 
with Pharao alſo.One wold think that water heated 
in the fire were indeed as truley hotre as hire it ſelte. 
But becaule iris nota naturall heate, but onely cx- 
ternall trom the heate of the fire, remooue it but a 
while from the fire, and it returnes againe to his 
owne nature, and as the Philoſopher obſerues, be- 
comes colder after the heating , then it was before. 
So is it with theſe flalhings of deuotion & holines, 
which were in Ahab, Pharaoh, and others in like 
caſe. They arenot kindly, bur violent, they are 


| not from the inward fire of Gods ſpirit, but from 
the outward fire of his iudgements. And therefore 
| when that is out, theſe are gone. 

And this is the third part ofthe hearts deceittul- 
neſle, namely its deceittulneſſe in promiting. The 
vieofthar which hath beene ſpoken hereot, is 

1 Toreach vs patience, when we are croſled in 
thoſe things wee defired.and wherein we promiſed 
great fzlicity to ourſelues. For God hee ſawethe 
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deceirfulncfſe of our hearts in ſuch promiſes,& that 
indeed theſe things would in the event have proo- 
ued ſerpen:s, and ſtones, which wee thought would 
haue been fiſhes, and brerd, that they would have 
been very bitter, and burdenſome vnto vs, which 
we fancied as matters of comfort, and delight. 

2 Toreft contented in that eſtate wherein wee 
are. For howloerer wee promile much of our 
(clues, ifour eſtate ſhould change for the better, as 
from pouerty to riches, from obſcurity to glory, 
and greatnelle in the worid , and preſume of our 
owneitrength, notto be touched with thoſe infir- 
miries, that viually attend ſuch eſtates; yet we haue , 
learned how deceittull our hearts be herein. Haue 
we thena liberall, and mercitull affetion in our po 
uertie ? let vs not be ouer delirous of a richer con- 
dition. For we know pot whether then wee ſhall 
be ofthe ſame minde, yea orno. And that affe&i- 
on we hauetoliberality, while weare poore, is ac- 
cepted of God for liberality it ſelfe. Take heede 
then ofthis deceit. Thou delireſt to be ri, that 
thou mighteſt be Lberal. So much thy heart pro- 
miſeth thee, that thou ſhouldeſt be very liberal, if 
thou wert once rich. Lo thou art liberal, before thou 
art rich, in regard ofthe affef#10n,and diſpoſition of 
thy heart, and when thou art zi, rhou art notſo 
| much as liberall in affed#ien. Thou doeſt not only 
not get tharliberality in a&ion, which thou promi- 
ledſt thy ſelfe inriches, bur alſo thou leeſeſt, toge- 
ther with thy pouerty , that liberality in affed19», 
| which then thou haddeſt. O deceitfull heart, who 
| by promiling vs more, makeſt vs to haue leſle. 7 
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ire thenrather to keepe thy pouerty, that thou 
maiett keepe thy {berality ; remembring that of Sa- 
lomon, that though that which a mas ſhould ſpecially 
defire is his goodneſſe, that is,to do good in workes of 
liberality ; yet apoore man, that, hauing nothing to 
giue, hath yeta giuing afteftion, u better then a lier ; 
that is,as I take it, better then ſucha rich man,who 
before he was rich, would bragge much what hee 
would do, if be were rich, and yet, being rich, is 
poorer in liberality, then ever thee was : who is 
therefore, in regard of this deceittulneſle of hearr, 
worthily called a her by the holy Ghoſt. .Be nor 
then, through this decceittulnefſe,moued ro the de- 
fire otan higher, and greater citate. Jf chere bee 4 
willing mind,God accepts a man according 19 that be hath, 
| 4n4 not according to that he hath not. Then againe con- 
ſider with thy ſelte, what likeJthood there is, that 
thou {houldeſt doea greater good { which belon- 

ethto a higher place ) being rherin,who canft not 
Joe thelefſcr good, ( which belongeth to a meaner 
place) wherein now thou art. Thou art a bad poore 
man :thou wouldeſt be a worle rich man. Thou 
artanill gentleman : and is there any hope that 
thou wouldeſt bea better noble man? In pouerty, 
and meaneneſſe thou canſt not be free rom thoſe 
infirmities, whereto that eſtate is ſubie&: and vet 
|thinkeſt thou toeſcape thoſe whereto riches, and 
| honour lie open ? 

3 Neuerto beouer bolde, or lauiſhin promi- 
| fing much ofour ſelues. Do we with the moſt : but 
 ſpeake wee with the leaſt. For our heartes wiil de- 
ceiue vs, Wee would hardly giue our wordes = 
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4talſe knaue,that had often deceiued vs. Why then 
learne wenor the like wiſedome here, not to pro- 
muſe any great matters of our (clues, {ince wee haue 
ſuch deceiuing hearrtes, as will ſhame vs in the end, 
if we preſume anything far of them. Itisa ſhame 
tovs, whenorhers, of whom wee haue promiſed 
much vnto our triends, {hall deceiue vs. Theretore 
the Apoltle, hauing promiſed 7:t#s no {mall things 
concerning the Corinthians, faith he was nor aſha- 
med in that whereof he had boaſted of them wnto Titws, 
becauſe their doings had abundantly iuſtihed his 
fayings. Thereby inlinuating, what a {hame ir 
would haue been vnto him, it the Corinthians had 
deceiued that hope, and confidence which he had 
ofthem. .O then whata toule ſhame muſt it needs 
be, when our owne heartes ſhall decewe vs in that 
which we haue promiſed ofthem to God ? Suffer 
wee not then our tounges to runne ouer in this 
kinde , leaſt it farewith vs, as with that ame young 
man in the Gofpell, who came running in all the 
haſt to our Sautour, crying out , Good maſter what 
good thing muſt I doe to get eternall life ; therein lecret- 


thing Chriſt ſhould command him. Foritis, asif 
he ſhould have ſaid. O let me bur know what is to 
be donne,& beit what it wil be,lo here I am ready, 
prelt to doe it. Burt when Chrilt told him what 
was to be done, Goe [ell all, and giue to the poore 7c. 
then he flunke,and thrunke backe. For how many 


deale with God, as Horuah did with Naomi , ma- 
king hir belecue that nothing {hould beable to ſe- 
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ſperare them, there was no ho, bur ſhe mult needes 


tollow Naomie into ludea : bur {he was ſoone in- | 
[treated to ſtay behind, and take her leaue. The 
Prophet Olea bringeth in che Lſraclites, renuing | Hoc. 6.1. 
their couenant with the Lord,in very ſerious man- 
ner ; Come let v3 returne ts the Lordeve., One would 
thinke here were an excellent ſpizit of fincerity. But 
God, diſcggning guile in this their fo hotte, and 
hafty zeale, paſleth this ſentence yppon it,}/hat ſkull 
I doe umtothee 0 Ephraim (3c, All thy righteouſneſſe i 
as the morning dewe. And therefore when our harts 
promiſeany thing to God, whether openly, or (c- 
cretly, we muſtdelire Gods ſtrength to inable vs 
for performance, as Dawidbauing promiſed , 1will | pg. i 19. 8. | 
keepe thy ſtatmes, praieth, forſake me not over longeH. 
Yea we mult in this caſe deale with our hearts, as 
toſua did with the 1/raclites, promiſing their ſeruice | ;,q, ., .« 
tothe Lord, © ſaies /o/ns, yer cannot ſeruethe Lord, be | 17 18. 19. 
is 4 icalows God vc: {0 we in like manner , muſt pro- 
pound to our ſelues the difhculty of doinge any 
good thing : both in regard of our weateneſe, and | p,,, ; .. 
Sathans wilineſ/e. And,asin being ſurety to man, | | 
for our brother, the (cripture exhortes vs to be wel 
aduiſcd what wee doe: ſo much more ought we to 
be heedefull, and coniiderate in this ſuretiſhip to 
God for ſuch falſe hearts as thee are,that weighing | 
well our owne inability codo {0 much as the lealt 
good, wee may neucr preſume to vndertake any 
[ſuch matter, otherwiſe then in the deniall of our 
ſelues, and in theearneſt crauing of the preſence of 
the ſpirit, without whom wee can neither promiſe, 
nor perfourme as we ought. 
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Of foure deceites of the beart inpradtifinz. | 


Ow weare come to the fourth , and laſt head! 
of the firſt kinde of the ſelfe-deceining of the 
heart, namely the deceittulneſſe which gs in pred7i- 


finge. And this ſhewes it ſelfe in diuers particulars. 


1 Thedeceitfulneſſe of heart in praftiling ap- 
peareth in the fickleneſſe and wncertarnety thereof; 
whereby it commeth to paſle,that we cannot hold 
ona conſtant tenourinany good courſe, without 
making of many interruptions. Many begin to en- 
ter into ſuch, and ſuch good waies of repentance, 
and reformation, but they ſoone grow weary, and 
breake off, Nebuchadnezar,ſeeing the excellent pro- 
phericall ſpirit of Dawielin interpreting his dreame, 
was ſoaffeed, that only Daniels god muſt be the 
true God, And yet this laſted not long. For within 
a little while after, for all this, his Idole muſt bee 
worlhipped vnder paines of death. And after this 
the light of the miracle in the three childrens deli- 
uerie, that the fire, which was hire to burne the 
bondes wherewith they weretied, was no fire ſo 
much asto,{indge rheir apparrell, how did it fur- 
ther worke vpon him, and wring from him theac- 


| knowledgement of the true God : yet, for all this, 


not long after we may fee him ietting it in his pa- 
lace, andas proudly, as euer , aduauncing him- 
ſelfe abouethe Lord. Neither is it thus only with 
the wicked, but inthe godly alſo themſelues, in the 
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true practiſe of godlinefle, though nor in like man- 
ner. whence 1t 1s, that they tinde ſuch vneuenelle | 
in their liues,that they are lo oft, and on,foout,and | 
i11, now in good frame, but by and by lenlibly di- | 
{tempered , and altogether vnlike themiſelucs. 
Sometimes how are wee hoyled vp to the very | | 
Skies, in abundance of pure, and heauenly medita- | 

tions, and conſolations,as it were rapt vp with Pau! | 

into paradiſe, or aſcending in El.vs hery chariot in- | 

to heauen? Otherwhile againe calt downe into the | 

very deepes ot hel, not able to pray, heare, medi- 

erate with any feeling of comtort. Sometimes in 
prater transformed in our ſoule({o arewerauilhed) 
as Chrilt was in body, when hee prayed. Other- | Luc. y. :g. 
while againe as heauie in praier, as the (leepie dilct- 
ples with Chriit in the garden ; the wings of our 
faith being clipr, our praters lie groueling on the 
ground. Sometimes {o comfortable, and couragi- 
ous, that we can ſay with Dauzd, Though Iwere 1m the 
valley of death, yet would I feare none ll : otherwhile a- 
gaine ſodeaded, and deiected 1n our (pirits, that 
| wearelike him, when he ſaid, One day //1all die by the | 1. Sm. 27. 1. 
hand of Saul, Sometimes lo (trong in faith, that we | 

| Can OUErCOME the greatelt dangers, and with Peter 
can walke vpon the ({welling waues : By and by (6 
faint, and brought to'fo low an ebbe that wee tall | 
| downeeuen 1n tarre leſſer dangers ; as Petey began | | 
[ro {inkeatthe riiing of the winde. Sometimes lo | 
patient, that we can quietly beare the greatelt in- | | 
 diznities * preſently atrer ſo impatient,thar we c in- | 
i noc put vp theſma leſt vnkindneſſes. As David pa- | 
' tient in Saws perſecution, impatient in Naba!s dil- | 
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curtelie. To conclude. In the hearing of the word, 
how doe wee feele ſometimes our hearts to burne, 
and glowe within vs ? O the heavenly aftett:ons 
wethen feelc inkindled ! o the ſweete diſpolition, 
and frame our hearts bee in then ! littie would wee 
chinke then, that afterward we ſhould be ſo much 
cooled, as weare very quickly atter our departure 
trom this tire, and comming into the triezing aire 
of the world. In which regard , as Chryſottome 
ſaies , the minilters haue the greater trouble, be- 
cauſe they neuer hnde their worke as they left it, as 
Hm.13.4 | other workemen do, the ſmith, the 10iner,RYc. who 
Pp. Arr | as they lett their workein the cuening, ſo they tind 
as they le g, y 
| it in the morning : but minitlters ſhall! tindetheir 
worke a!together put out of trame, and order, by 
| reaſon of our deceittull heartes, that ſtcale trom vs 
thoſe good aftections wee had before, It a horſe 
naturally trot and for ſome ſpace ot time hath ac- 
cuſtomed himſelte thereto, though by art he bee 
broken, and madeamble, yet in journying he will 
be, euer and anon, offering to go out of his amble 
into his trot. So regenerate men , becauſe naturally 
their heartsare cuill, though in part mortilied by 
grace, they haue learned to doe well, yet, eucrand 
anon, they hauc experience ot the readines of their 
hearte to blake out into their ould courſes. Cor- 
ruption in them will haue ſome flurtes. Our heart 
is the inſtrument wee mult worke with, in the ſer- 
uice of God, But adeceittull inſtrument will not | 
hold outin working. No more will our deceittull | 
| heart in the ſeruing of God, 
[t Deccit, The ſecondpoint of deceittulneſſe in this kind «_ | 
ene; 
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he the ſlipperineſſe of our heartez; whereby it comes to | _ 

paſſe, that they gue, both God, and our ſelues, the noms 
lippe, whilett they are in the performance of good | of perfor. 

' exerciſes. As when in praier, meditation, and hea- | ©2"*< 
| ring ofthe word they lily ſteale away, and play | 
| the tugitiues, caried away with 1d'e, and wandring 
| imaginations. This deceitfulneſle the molt holy | | 
hauc miſerable experience of; ther heartes herein | 
dealing with them , as it our ſeruant imployed in | 
ſome bulines rogcther with our ſelues, inthe mid- | 
delt of the worke ſhould priuily ſteale away , wee 
not marking, or minding of him. That holy ta- 
ther Wds/tenteltthis, and bewailed it in himfelte, 
that in his molt ſerious meditations of heauenly |. 
things his mind wasealily diſtracted by the f(ligh- F 
reft occaitons. Concerning the which hee thus 
i writeth, Zetevery man thet fore marke and conlli- ! inplal. 86, 
| « der what doings tacreare within in the hart,how 
| * often times our praicrs tzemſclues are interrup- 
| 


— — 


 ©red with vaine thougl:res, ſo that our heart can 
« hardly ſtand {til with God. T nough yet it would 
| *lay hold onit ſeitzand fo maker {citero ſt; ly v 1th 
| « him, yetina ſortit fheth away as it were from it 
| « ſelfe, neither can it inde any boundes wherby it 
«* may keep in it {eltc trom fly Ing away in her wan- 
C = motions,thar ſo tarying ttill with the Lord | 
itmay berefielhed with ſweere delights by him. 
| Ha: -dly among many ot our praicrs meet we with 
«ſuch a prater, "Ever y one would be ready to lay 
\*Ethirtins we:eſo only with him, and that others 
| «yereno troubled in like manner, vnleſſe we had ; 
[3 *heard Dauid in acertaine place ſaying, Therfore 
« thy 
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2. Sam. 5.27- © thy ieruant hath tounde his hearr to pray vnto 


D:ue ſ-inwemi heart were wonte to fiie away from him , and he faine to 
1-01 [+1 994% runne after thes fugitine,C7 being not able to catch it him- 
_—_ >" | [dfe,tocry tothe Lord, my heart hath left me. So tarre 
| q"4þ {-3:1%%,) Auſten, excellently leting torth this deceitfulnes of 
11 4s. | Our hearts. Would we not count him a deceittull 
dwrarcad Do- friend, who, when welhould haue greateſt vie of 
Palin's. him, would then be ſure to be out of the way ? A- 
like deceittull muſt our heartes needes be, the chic- 
telt inſtrument wherwith we are toſeruethe Lord. 
| And yet when Gods [eruice 1sto be performed of 
' vs, our hearrs are then to hnde, they haue runnea- 
' way from vs, and ſo, when we thould ſeeke God, 

we mult hirit go ſeeke our ſelues. 
[1]. Deceir, | Thethwdaeceit is, when our heartes doe priuily, 
ſecret torſting and ſecretly, we (carle perceiuing it, foilt in, and 


in of cor:uptt- nfoely c i. if d 
on into «0d Cloſely conuaie foe corruption into our goo 


performance. And with this deceit are euen the 

children of God themſclues exceedingly troubled. 

For howlocuer they propound not tothemlelucs 

any of theſe by, and baſe reſpeds of praiſe, and 

vaine glory &c.1n their good actions, but rather do 

ſer themſclues againit them ; yet theſe things doe 

come in by ſtealth, and ilily inlinuate, and wind 

in themſelues into their hearts, as once the ſerpent 

| into the garden. Sofitlie in this regarde doth the 
Prophet call our heart deceittuil, in that word, in 
che originall, from whence 7:ob had his name , be- 
cauſe our ficthly hearts do the ſame thing to the 
(pirit, in duing of good, which 14#0b did to his bro- 
ther, 


cleared by . * ' > "on 
Peron, Bl thee. Lo he ſaies that he found hu heart, as though hu 


| , +} 
actions. a&tions, cuen then,when wee areinthe very acte of 
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'ther, comming out of the wombe, as it were ſup- 
plant it, and catch it by the heele, when it isin run- 


when they intrude,and obtrude vpon vs their own 
carnall, and corrupt aftections ? looke how thoſe 
Samaritazes would haue had their finger in the 
building of the temple with the lewes , namelic 
witha purpoſeto hauedeſtroyed it;and looke how 
lebs oftered facritice to Baal, killing bis prieſts at the 
fame time: and looke how Huſhar went to Abſaloms 
company to ouerthrow him. Alike deale our harrs 
with vs, necdes will they intermeddle in our good 
ations, bur it is but to rob vs ofthem, by transfor- 
ming them into (in, through the mixture of their 
corruption. For when there ſprings vp any ſweete 
fountaines of grace within vs, then doe they cloſe- 
ly (as once the Philitims dealt with 1/acks welles, 
which he had digged ) caftin their f|thy dirt, and 
duſt, and ſtop them vp therewith.  T hey droppe 
downefrom their impare hands ſome fitth, vpon 
that pure webbe the ſpirit weaveth, and ſo make it 
a monſtruouscloath. They cunningly pur in their 
leauen into the ſpirnes dough, and (o | ha it, and 
make it diftatifull ro rhe Lord. When ſometime 
the ſpirit of grace is offering to pur forth it ſelfe , as 
once Zarahin Thamurs wombe, yer, by reaſon of 
this deceirfulneſſe of our hearts, it recoyles pre- 
fently,and gaes backe;fo5 Zarcb did, and the fleſh 
like Perez, thar fteppes before it ; and _— 
were decemaed; when 2 &r4hr hand was firſt ſeene, 
we often, when we fecle our ſetues making ſome 


ning of the Chriſtian race ; tor what els doe they, | 


offets towards God. For 2s knauiſh cony-carch- | 


| 2h T __ ers, 


InPlal. 50, 
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ers, watching the times when nonelt men are to go 
to ſome lolemnity of feafting , craftily chruſt in 
themlelues, that they may hich ſome thung away : 
ſo where grace 1s to imploy her ſelte, corrupti.,n 
wil be ſure to haue an oarc in this boate, and to in- 
rerelt it ſelfe in the good action, that it may by this 
meanes ſtcale away the beſt part of our comtort 
therein : As inthe loue of grace and vertue1n good 
women, it comes ſometimes to paſſe, that the im- | 
pure, and filthy loue of lult, and concupiſcence, 
by certaine jugglingefeates of conueiance,cogges 
in it ſelfe. Therefore S. Paul writing to T imothie, 
a man rarely mortified, biddeth him yet to exhort 
younger women with pureneſſe, or chaſtly ; becauſe, 
chrough the deceitfulneſſe of his heart, even then, 
whilelt he was exhorting them to chaltity , ſome 
vnchaſt motions might come creeping into his 
owne heart, and ſteale vpon him vnawares. And 
(o in preaching, while the miniſter is ſtirring vp 0- 
thers, tothe zeale of gods glory , through this de- 
ceitfulneſſe of heart, it comes to paſle, too often, 
that thoughts of pride, and vaine glory poppe in 
thernſelues, to defite, and deface the glory ot the | 
worke. In which regard Auſten ſaies, that it is har- 
derto po_ holily, then to heare, writing vpon 
that of David, Thou'ſhalt make meto hearethe 
voyce of toy, and gladneſle, which he reades ſome- 
thing otherwiſe, thus. Thou ſhalt give ioy to my 
* hearing. Wherevpon he thus writeth. The hea-' 


<rers ofthe wordare more happy then the ſpea- 


«*kers. Thelearning hearer may be humble. But 
* the ſpeaker hemuſt ftriue againſt pride, andthe 


«deſire 
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lawes againit the killing of our parents,leatt by for- 
bidding it he [hould teach it) (o allo in thinking a- 
gainlt ſome linnes,our ſelues may becaught. And 


their mindes to reconcil:ation with their aduerſa- 
ries . in the remembrance of the iniuric recetued 
they haue been turcher incen(ed, then before. Pe- 
ter did well toaske the quettion, Muſter ſhad we draw 
| the [word. Hedid not aske this quettion as the prin- 
ces1n /eremie, whether they ſhould go downe into 
Egypt, being betorereſvlued to go downe, what- 


« dcfire of plealing men, that they cloily creep not 
in vpon him, and cauſe bim to d;/þleaſe God, $&c. The | 
like deceit are we ſubic vnto 1n prayer allo, Wit- 
nelle /onehsexample,otwhom it is ſaid, that be then! 1,1 
prayed, when indeed he did nothing bur __ 

with God. Read the wordes of that his prater,and | 

yee ſhall finde nothing prayer-like in them. They 
ſcemerather to be a braule, then a praicr., How 
chen is he faid to pray ? No doubt feeling his weak- 
neſle in giuing place toanger, hethought to ſtriue 
againit1t,and in this g minde addricſled him- | 
ſelte to praier : bur yer, loe the deceittulnefle of his 
heart, while by prayer hee thought to haue oucr- 
come hisanger anger oucrcame him and his praier 
r00,rurning it intoa jangling,and wrangling cxpo- 
ftulation with the Lord. Thus otherwhule men 
letting themſclues to meditate againſt ſome linne, 
in the very acte of meditation haue been inſnared 
therein. For asin ſpeaking againſt ſome linnes, it 
falles out thar others ſometime are taught to pra- 
| tile t1em, (which was So!on; reaſon of making no- 


when men inthe!r taoughtes haue beene framing | 
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ther did healtogether difſemble therein. Bur with- 
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ſoeuer the Prophet ſhould anſwere.No,weare nor 
tothinkethar Peter had made a reſoluteanſwere to 
his queſtion before he made it, being fully purpo- 
ſed ro draw, before he asked the quettion. No, he 
did not ſo fouly difſemble. Bur in asking the que- 
ſion he ſeemed to bee framing his mind to more 
moderation, and willing to be aduiſed, & direted 
by Chriſt, bue yet withall exaſperated with the in- 
ſolency of the aduerlary, and indignity of the fact, 
he could not hold his mindein char temper of mo- 
deration, to ſtay the anſwer of the queltian, but c- 
veninasking drew, the deceirfuinelſ of his hearte 
PRo—_ Chriſts anſwer. $o againe oftentimes 
in many of ourattions, where we thinke we do in- 
tend a good end, and doe indeed in ſome fort in- 
rend it, there yet withall, vader hand,gets into our 
mindes the conſideration of ſome other liniſter, 
and crooked reſpe&t.: As Aofes pretended to the 
Lord, that the conſcience of his owne weakeneſle, 
and infufficiency made him ſo fearefull of vnder- 
taking the office he impoſed vpon him,leaſt by this 
meanes Gods'glory thovld be foiled in him. Nei- 


——— 


all there ſecretly lurked another matter beſide the 
teare of himlelte, namely the feare of Pharaoh, leaſt | 
he would haue reuenged the Fegyprians _—_ 
vpon him. And thercfore God feeing that, ſaid vn- | 
to him, Ariſe Moſes, gothy waierthey ave de 4 that feeke 


thy life. So when we deiire that our chiidren, or | 
others vnder our charge, ſhould thriuc in godli- | 
| neffe, this ts a good delire; but how oftcndoethe , 
etes of our mindes looke a ſquint at Gods glory | 
herein; | 
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heerein; and(whartlocuer our own pretences & con- | 
ceits may be)hke Demetrivs pretending Dianaes glo- 
| ry againſt Pauls doArine, when yetit was his owne 
; gaine he more ſpecially intended, how often are we 
carried away with areſpect of our ſeluts, that wee | 
mightreape ſome credir,in the good fucceſle of our | 
labours? And thertore exccllc ly the Apoltle,pur- | 

ging himſelte of this corruption, writeth thus vuto | 
the Corinthians. Now [pray to God that ye do-we entll. E. | 
[The Corinthians might obtect. 'Thou thus prayeſt | Re 
not {Oo much for our good, as for the credit of thine | | 
owne miniſtery. The Apoſile therefore by way of | | 
oreuention addes, not thot wee ſhould ſeeme approued, | 
hauing our labours thusbleſſed : but 11:2 ye ſhould do 
that which is honeſ! Jhouzh we: bee as riprobates;in an 
honeſt deſire of your owne good doe wee delire it, 
without any reſpect of our felues. Againe, when 
thechildren of God are humbled and caſt downe | TT 
godly ſorrow for their linaller (innes, ofren vpon 
this occaſion, the heart beginneth ro conceive 

thoughts ofpride, ()riiereare tew that take notice | 
| of ſuch ſmall finnes, or are ſo toucl:cd forthem, as 1. 

| Andſothe thee! epride, ſtcales away our humilirie, | 
 aSit doth allo all our other graces, it beeing almoſt | 
| all oneto be {implic proud as ro be proud becauſe | 

of our humility, to be vacleane, as co bee proud be- | 

cauſe of our chaſtirie.&c. | 

|  Thefourth deceit ofthe hart in ating is,when | IV.Decen, 
it cauſeth vs toleape trom one extreameto another, . png from 
[ exkreame to 
paſling by the meane; as from prodigalitie,to coue- | exucame. 

| rouſneſle, from couetoulneſlc to prodigality , ukip- | 
ha ouer liberaliry. lathe former leape the couc- 
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tous man hath a fair pretence,O why ſhould I waſt- 
fully miſpend Godscreatures? why thould I make 
my belly my God? Bur why doſt thou not rightly 
vie Gods creatures? why doel thou make thy mony 
thy God? The prodigall, lately conetous, his colour 
is as good, why ſhould I make my ſclſe a drudge to 
my goods ? yea and why ſhouldeſt thou make thy 
{elfe a drudge to thy pleaſures. Inthe ſame kind of 
deccit arc ſome brought trom preſumption to def- 
peration,from thinking their ſinnes are nothing, and 
that they can repent when they liſt ftorthem, to 
thinke thatthey are greater thenthat eucr they can 
repent,or find mercy at Gods hands. By the like de- 
ccit are men come from. roo much honouring of 
miniſters, which was in Poperic, to roo much con- 
remning of them. As it wasin the Church of Co- 
rinth,ſome would giue too much ro the minilters , 
ſeruilely apprentiſing their iudgements vnto them, 
Iam Panls, lam _Apolides. Anotherfiort, to auoide 
thisextremity on the righthand, went as farre out 
on the left, inthe vtterreiefting of the miniſtery, / 
amChrifts,| carenot for any miniſter, but will bee 
taught immediatehe by Chriſt himſelfe. And ther- 
fore Pex after hee had retured thoſe offending in 
the exceſle, leaſt anic through this deccirfulnceſſe 
ſhould decline roo much to the defett , hee wiſcly 
qualifies the matter, Let 4 man yet thinke of vs as of 
the mini;ters of Chriſt, anid: d1/þeſers of the ſecrets of 
God.Letnoman think that there is no way to auoid 
too much dignifying the miniſters , then roo much 
nullifying of them. This is like the husbandmans 
earor, when in correfting.the crookednes of a twig, 
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hee writhes it too much the other way«;A deceit, 
thatbefell the Fathers, who in their zealous dere- 
| ſtation of hereſics, haue intheir diſputationsouer- | 
ſhot themſclues, ſometimes, and gone too farre on 

the other fide. As Clemens was ſo farre carried a- | 
gainſt worſhip of images, that hee condemned the 
Art of painting. Ancxample of deceit in this kind 
wehauein Peter, who for not ſuffering Chriſt to 
waſh his feete, hearing that fearefull anſwer,Yaleſe | 1,1,,,,, | 
1 Waſh thee, thow haſt no part 19 mere, laſhed out pre- 
ſently as farre the other way, Lord wot frere onely but 
hands,cnd head and all, But it was tus feet only that | 
| Chrift, would waſh, not his hands,or head. So the | 
| Coxmmhians, being reprebended forthcirremaines, 
and cgreles.querſight, innot puniſhing the inceſtu- 
* ous perſon, fell tro ouer-rigorous ſeuerity,in not free- 
ing him from puniſhmene, innat looſing him vpon 
| his repentance, .$0'S, 4uftts canfe(ſcth of himlelfe | (31pg io. 4. 
| that, in his defire to aucide tarnall delight in fin- Arguande an | 
| ging.he fel into that extretmity of ſcuerity,as to con- |, Maia 


——— 
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; demne all delightful melgdiegtickling the eare. The | um cnn, erre | 
| errour in the primitiue Church was, to magnifie the | '""*/cve its” 
Apoſtles writings in contempt of their vocall doc. | 1:canmicnns | 
 trine. The letters,laid the falle Apoſtles concerning | [5m > «+ | 
| Paul, are ſore and itrone : but hu bodily preſence, and EY 
bis ſpeech s of wo value. ThePapiſts at this day haue | :-Cor.1o. ro, | 
| auoided this errour, by falling into the contrary, of | 
{ aduancing the dofrine, which the Apoſtles, ſay 
| they, delivered by word of mouth, their vnwritten | 
| verities, to the (hamefull diſparagement of thcir 
written dotrine, And to conclude , how many of 


vs, through this deceit, haue beene brought from 


WE MY  Popiſh | 
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Popiſh ——_—_ prophane and irreligious A. 
theiſme? From the blind zeale without knowledge, 
co acolde and hartleſſe knowledge without na 4 ; 
from workeswithout faith, to faith without workes, 
from ſtfaking off the yoke of that Romane tyranny, 


-—— —  ”—_— 


ro ſhake off the ſweete and calie yoke of Chriſt too, * 


and foro anouer licentious, andlawleſle diffolute- 
nes. From the leauing of Popith faſting, pennance, 
confeſſon, ro the contempt of true Chriſtian ta. 
ſting,repentance,confeſſion, and from the errovr of 
the merit of good workes, to a ſhamefull negleCt of 
them. Sothatwedid more guod workes (| meane 
outwardly in regard of the marrer) im Poperie, for 


our owne glory , then now wee doe fot "Gods - | 


gloric, thotigh Gods glory ſhould bees 
far more powerfull attraQtiue to© 
good works then our owne. 
2: 11, 2 Amndcheſebe the four 
aftiz 0 ; - brit dbcemes in 
thiskinde. 
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Caar, XXII, 
Of eight more deccits in the ſame kinde, 


O go yer forwards in theſe deceits; The fifthis , 
when our hearts cauſe vs to degenerate from | 
themeare tothe cxtreame, ſpecially that which | 
hath greate(l reſemblance,with the meane. Wher- 
| in our hearts dleale with vs,as the Diucl would have 
| dealt with our Sauiour, when vpon occaſion of his 
firong faith in his Failiers prou:dence, which he had 
| hewed,inrefiſting his firlt cempration, chuling ra- 
| ther toliae by this faith in want of bread,then vpon 
| his mozion tocommid the ſtonestobe made bread, 
when, [.y, vponthis occation,he would haue cune 
| N; ngly bro ohr him on in hisfecond rempration, to 
| prefummprion, in caſting himyelte downe headlong 
trom the roppe of the pinacle, as becing an aQtion, 
which would carie a great colour of a very ftron 
faithindeede Pez rhauing made anotableprofel- 
( fion of his fait!), Thow art the Chriſt, the ſonic of the 
| ining Got, and becing therefore much commended 
| by our Saviour, preſently thercupontooke occalion 
'trofall from the zrac boldxeſſe of faithto the ſrweanes 
| of preſumption, in aduifing his Maſter to decline the 


croſle, whereupon the ſaluation of all the cle& de-| 


pended. Solikewile trom uit & lawful zeale, how 
; ealily through this deceittulneflc,do wee ſtray into 
| blind boldnes, and vn 2duiſcdneſle ; ?as the common 
| people of their owne heads throwing downe ima- 
| ges, and the Browniſts as they call chem, inf cpara- 


ting | 
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ting from our Churches; the like was the zeal of Pe- 
ter in drawing out ais ſword, ia his inaſters quarrell, 
and cutting olf Aalchies care : as alſo of wo ot his 
tellowes,calling down for te from heauen, to con- 
{ume the inhoſpitall Samaritanes. In all theſe zeale 
degenerated, and became like wine turned into vi- 
neger. As allo in the liraclites, when thy were carri- 
edlo farre in their zealc and indignation againſt the 
Beniamites that they (ware Ttathly they would none 
of them giue any of their daughters ro wife to a 
Beniamuute. So ſhould a whole tribe hauc peri- 
(hed, and the Church and common wealth haue 
beenc weakened and impaired. What madneſle 
was this in puniſhing others, ſo farre ro exceed that 
therein alſo wee ſhould puniſh ourſclues? Like the 
hands andother outwardparts in the parable,which 
denying to miniſter foode to the bellie, becauſe as 
they {aid it was idle and lazie while they labourcd, | 
did thereby pine and conſume themſclues. And yer 
to this did che deceitfull harts of the Iſraclires bring 
them vpon occaſion ot their iuſt and lawtull zeale. 
So calily may the Diuell caſt in his wilde-fire into 
this fire of Zeale. Thus from the iuſt reuerence of 
holy men came in religious adoration; as wee may 
ſee inthe examples of Cornelius and lohnrebuked by | 
Peter, andthe Angell. So alſo, from godly ſorrow | 
how ealily doc our deccitfull hearts carrie vs to im- 
moderate and excefſiuepenſiueneſle, from becing 
poore in ſpirit to be deſperate in ſpirit. As the Apoſtle 
theweth, admoniſhing the Corinthians, that they 
would comfort the inceſtuous ſinner , and relealc 


him of his cxcommunication,leaſt hee ſhould vpon 
OCCa- 
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occaſion of longer continuance in his iuſt ſorrow,be 


' ceſſe. And as it 15 Sathans, fo alſo is it one of our 


| owne hearts deceits; his deceits,, by our conſenting | 
| being made ours,as Iſhewd in the beginning. T hus | 
| from the truepraGtiſe of mortification,in taming & | 

keeping vnderour fleſh by abſtinence , many have | 
| broughtchelelues to too great an auſteritie & ſeue- | 
| rity. Hence the whippings,and ſuch like exerciſes of | 
| thePapiſts. Hence thedilcipline that hath bene vſed | 


' in monaſteries,and the practiſe of ſome, that would 
/ neuer eat but running, leaſt they ſhould feele ſome 
pleaſure, and delight in eating. T mmothy was caught 
| in this errour, when vnder the colour of abſtinence, 

tor the reproouing of the luxurious Ephe/tans,he had 
| ſo tarre macerated his body, that the Apoſtle was 
| fine ro preſcribe him Phiticke. This may teach vs 
| what aneye we had neede have over our lelues , c- 
| uen in the practiſe of the beſt things, becauſe no- 
| thing more calle, by reaſon of the deccittulneſſe of 
| our harts, then to mixe {ſomething of the extreames 
with the meane ; fo that wee can hardly bee angry 
; without (inning, beleeue without preſuming,repent 

without deſpairing,fear without doubting, be mer- 
ry without vainelightneſle, bee ſad without heauy 
and voprofitable dumpiſhnes. 

The /zxth deceit is,when we incroach vpon God 
 Inthoſe things, wherein hec hath giuen vs ſome li- 
| derty in his word, going beyond the bounds he hath 

there ſer vs, God hath giuen vs liberty, yea indeede 


hath 
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{[wallowed vp of deſpaire. For wee are nct ignorant, | 2:C0r.2.tl. | 
laiesthe Apoſtle, of Sathans wiles, namely how hee | 
labourerthto bring vs from the 1ult meaneto the cx- | 
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hath impoſed aneceſſity vpon vs to ſceke the main- | 
renance of our owne credit and good name, that fo. 
wemizhtbe the ficrer in{trumen \rsof gloritying him | 
11 ourſcuerall callings, but heercupon, as S. After | 
hath well obſerued,through the deceitfulnes cf on r] 
hearts,we are drawae on tode!; re,and dehigheinthe 
loue,the renerenrs, the praiſe © Fmen ir fe! fe,and to | 
like well cnough of itto bee loued and reverenced, 
not fer Gods conſe , but even inGo/{sſlexd, Brir this 
deceit is ſpecially inthe vie of things ind:ffercne. as 
meat, mirth, marriage, recreation, fleepe, apparcll, 
and {ucli |: le. Of all which, God indeed hath gran- 
ted vsthe vſe, yetnortſo, burthec hath confined vs 
within certainclimirs, arid as vnto the ſea , hath ſer 
vs our bounds faying: Thus farreſh alt thoy gore, and 
no farther. Now our deceitful hearts haung once ; 
gotten this by the ende, that ſuch and {uch chings| 
are indiffercur,and fo may lawfi: ly be done, thinke 
they are then on a ſure ground , andlo carc got 
how farre thev laſh out; as thouzh there were no re-. 
{traiat inthe vie of thi: 18s indifferent. And thus it is; 
{trange roſee,how chat which is lawfull dr:wes on | 
that which isnot conuenient, yca and what horri- 
ble finnes are (wallowed foune vnder the name of | 
things indifterent. Come to a {winith Epicuregthat| 
makes his belly his God, and tel! him of his abuſe of 
Gods creatures : lie will anſwer pretently, why ſtrai- 
ten you my liberty inthe vicot rhe creatures, which 
Chriſt hath purchaſed for me? Hath not God viuen 
| vs wine to make 2lad the heart? Y es to make glad: bur \ 
drunkenneſſe and ſurteting makesit heauy. T ake- 
heed ſaith our Sauiour, leeft your hearts be made hrauy 
wich 


| 
' 
| 


| 


——_— C_ tt 


—_ q_— 


EE es 


—_— and aruxkenneſſe. Thus wee lee how 
eaſily our deceirfull hearts remoouethe auncient 
bounds ſet by God,which ro.do, but with men, is a 
deceit not to be ſuffered. And (ſo it ſteales on further 
ill at length ic bring vs from Chriſtian liberty, to a 
molt v#chritian libertiniſme , and luxurious licenti- 
ou/neſſe. Behold then heere a noble deceit , while | 
men thinke they take and vſc their liberty , indeede. 
they looſe it. Forin the vſe of theſe things, wherein | 
God hath made them free men, they make them- | 
ſclues bondmen, becing brought wander the power of 
thoſe things which they vſe,asthe Apoſtle elegantly 
ſpeaketh. Forthey ſo inthrall themſeluesto the luſt 
of their ſenſes, and of their bellies,that though their 
| owne,and others deſtruion be ſometimes ioyned 
with the vic of ſome of theſe things they cannor yet 
forbeare. Which ſeemed to bee the faultof ſome of 
the Corinthians, couering their intemperancy, | 
and loue of their bellies, whereby they hazarded 

ſome of their brethrens ſoules, with the pretence of 
| Chrittian liberty.So much the Apoltle not obſcure- 

ly intimates, when vnto thatdeccitfull obieRion , 
| All things are lawfall he framerh this anſwere , Bus 7 | :.Cor.#.12. 
will not be brought vnder the power of any thing. | will | 

{ not make my felfe a ſlave to my bellie, whoſe Lorde 

I ſhould bee. So alſo God hath giuen vsliberty ro 
deale inthe world,and worldly occafions. But here, | 
| an inch beeingginen, wee take an ell, ruſhing our | 
{clues ouer head and earesinthem, to the preiudice | 
of faith in Gods prouidence, and of the exerciſes of | 
piety. So God hath giuen this liberry ro his mini- 
ers, to rake of their flockes ſufficient maintenance. 
He 
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Hethat atcends vpon the altar,may liueof che alcar. 
Bur Bernard obſerued itin ſome of his time, that 
thence tooke occaſion toriot , and ruffile it our vp- 
onthe altar, though yer the Scripture ſaith nor the 
miniſter may luxuriouſly lauiſh it, bur onely linc of 
che alrar. The Scripture allo permits fealting and 
merry-making. But how eaſily hecre doe wee ouer- 
ſhoote our lelues ? not onely the common forte in 
cheirquafhngs, caroutings, health, and ſcurrillous 
mirth, bur cuen the betterſort allo exceeding the 
bounds of moderation. Auſten confeſleth his crrour 
heere. Lord,ſaith he,drunkenneſſe « farre from mee ; 
let it not once come neere me : As for glutteny, ut fleales 
oretinnes vpon thy ſerwant. I pray thee remoone it farre 
from me. But who us there that ſometimes i not carri- 
ed away beyond the meaſure of temperancy ? Thus pa- 
rents, becaulc ofthe lawfulneſle of naturall affeti- 


hn. A 


ſuch like caſes,we muſt be as iclous of our ſelues, as | 
Tob was of his children in feaſting.For heere the de- 
ccitis ſo much the more caſic , C how much our 
ſuſpicion of it is the leſſe, preſuming vpon the law 
fulneſſe. Burt we muſt oppoſe to thus deceit that of 
the Apoſtle, 14 things are lawfall,but all things are 
not expedient. Circumſtances of time , place , per- 
{ons muſt bee conſidered. Otherwiſe that ſaying is | 
truce. He that wiil dee all lawfull things , all that hee 
may,w:ll quickly come to doe vnlawfull things, ſorac- 
thing that he may nor. 

The ſeventh deceitis,when vpon ſomecare of do- 
ing aleſler good,we iuſtle out rhe greater,and that 


oftcarunes when it 1s molt {cafonable. Mariha was 
thus 
j 
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thus deceiaed , when her care of performing one 
good dutie, in giuing the beſt, and moſt reſpectfull 
'nterrainement co Chriſt, ſhee could, deteined her 
from the hearing of the worde, a matter offar grea- 
rermoinent. Thus many, that readnot all the week 
long,knowing yet that reading is a dutic comman- 
ded by God, will therefore bee reading of the 
Scriptures inthe ſermon time, at the Church.Some 
alſo are a: home in their priuate prayers, and medi- | 
tations,when the Church is aſſembledrogether ,& | 
wich priuate ſeruice exclude the publique. Others 
| in hearing of the worde, while they minde the me- | 
thod, and order of the preacher, % matters of know- 
ledge, they negle& that which concernes affeCtion. 
And diuers ſuch like. Heere remember, that how- 
ſoeuer in euill things,that rule be falſe, of earls chooſe 
the lezft, yet in good things the contrary is true , Of | 
goods chooſe th: greateſt. Fo 
The ergth 4ccert is, when hauing performed ſome | ?! I.Deceit, | 


Atter (uccefle 
good ſcruice to God we thereupon take occaſion to | yood co grow! 


be the more carelefſe and fecure. Like boyes , who | i<+ute. 
after they haue followed their bookes hard in the 
ſchoole, thinke ghen they arepriviledged to =—_ & 
play reakes. So isit with vs, Vee may calily feele 
this diſpoſicion in our ſelucs, to bee ready to pleaſc 
our {clues in vnlawfull liberties, when we haueplea- 
ſed the Lord in lawfull duties. VVemay ſee it10 /0- 
# 14h, after his embaſſge faichfully diicharged to rhe 
Ninivites, breaking foorth intro anger againitrhe 
Lord: andin Pa gh after his notable ſeruice, both 
| ofprayerin fickne([c,and ofthankſgiving after deli- 
uerance, fov/ly overſhooting byaſeclſe in @ o_ 0-1 
en- 


lit. 
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| ſtentation of his treaſures to the Babiloniſh Embaſ- 
| ſadour. Therefore, atrer a lightning take heed of | 
| a foyle. Neuer hauc wee greater cauſe totremble, 
| then after wee haue well acquittedourelues in the 
| performice of fome good duty. The wil our harrs be 
| ſecking of vnlawſul liberty,& offring to ſteale away 
| from God,thar after their paines in his ſeruice they 
' might refreſh themſclues with ſome pleaſure of (in, 
The ninth deceit is, when the fleſh doth peruerſly 
Dec”  imicaretheſpiritinvs; when, as the Diuel! cranſtor- 
omaſd imi- meth himſelfeinto an Angell of light, ſo our fleſhly 
rarionof the | and corrupt hearts into the ſimilitude of fpirituall, & 
a | renewed. How is this? Specially in the raiſing vp of 
' many good, and holy motions, meditations,defires, 
and affeftions in our minds. For example,otherwile 
in prayer,or in hearing ofthe word,there comento 
our minds,luch,and fuch thoughts , and good pur- 
' poſes ofdoing this or that good worke ; ſometimes 
alſo many good affeions,as of preefe for qur fins, 
' andfuch like, which yet arenorhing to our preſent, 
either praying or hearing. Heere our deceirful harts 
will be ready to thinke theſe come from the ſpirit of 
grace 3 bur thetrueth is they come from our owne 
| carnall hearts, andthe Dinell rogerher, both mutu- 
| ally conſpiring rodeceiue vs. For the ſpirit of God 
| hath noſuch office to draw away mens minds from 


_ <> 


reth through the earesthercof, and makerh vs to ar- 
rend.So the fpirir of God hath noſuch office:neither 
as to trouble mens minds m praicr with rhoughts 
impertment. No,rthe fpitit is the ſpirirof prayer,and 
| chafeth away all ſfragling thoughts, and kreperh 

our 


| hearing the worde. No,itopeneth the hart, it boa- | 


__— 
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our mindes ſteddy, and attentiue inprayer. There- 
| fore aſſurethy ſelte , heere is noble iugling. Theſe 


thoughts ſuggeſted , though in themſclues Diuine, 


yet the ſpiritthatſuggeſts them in this faſhionyis not 
diuine, but fleſhly,or diabolicall. 
The tenth decert is, when in temptation our hearts 


living familiarly with vs, ſo that wee repoſed ſome 
truſt in him,ſhould yer, nonay abroad with vs,and 
leeing ſome enemy come to otter violence, run a- 


full perſon? much more if hee ſhould conſpire with 
the enemy, and take his part againſt vs. Sois ir 
heere with ourhearts, that lye continually in our 
bolomes , and pretend great kindneſle, and friend- 
(hip, no looner yet canthe Diuell ict vpon vs with 
any temptation , but they forlake vs, yeathey deli- 
uer vs vpinto his hands. Heerein dealing with vs as 


with Dawid. As Dauid miſtruſted them,ſo ſhould we 
thelc hearts. VVee need not to aske the queſtion, as 
' Dauid did of the men of Keilah, V4 they deliver ws? 


' Wee may aſſure our ſelues they will. Such isthe | 


| depth of their falihood . /#dah when he went out in 


| the morning tothe ſheepe-ſhearing, had no luch| 


| reve as to commir inceſt with Thamar, bur yer 
| or all that being tempted, fee how his owne heart 
| deceiucd him, and gaue himhe {lippe , yea thruſt 
him into the hands of the temptation. And alas! 
; Whoſces not this falleneſle of his owne heart, yea e- 
| uenthen when wee goc forth into the world with a 
| purpoſe againſt ſuch and ſuch ſinnes? yer no ſooner 


V are \ 


— 
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way trom vs, would wee not account him a deccit- 


the falſe hearted men of Azilah would haue done | 


| 


betray vs, like 1udsſes, into the diuell hands, It one | 
'temptation, 


| 


| 
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Deceit, by 


ding tu- 


am, ro. 7. 


Rog the mt onithould wait, asahandmaid&on her miſtreſlc, 


 vncertaunties. Thouhaſt certainty of that which ts 
preſent. Itthouwiltlay holde vpon the preſent oc- 


 ceit of our heart is like the praQile of T#biah, & San- | 
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are the leaſt rifing and rempring vocalions offered 
ro Our cies, carcs,0f otherſenſes,bdut wee are caught 


The eleventh deceit is, by holding vs eccupied im 
thinking oft ſome good thing to come, to make vs | 
negle& our prefentdutie. Heere we ſhould remem- | 
ber 'that ſaying, of Semael to Saul , When this ſoul 
come #0 paſſe, namely thy kingdome , dor that which | 
comes next hund. Its a folly roleaue cerrainties for ' 


caftonthon maiſt. Bur'as for rhat which is ro come, 
t101 art wholly vncertaine, thon knaweſtnot 'whe- 
therthere will cuer be any occafionof-good for thee 
tolay holde of, orno. Heerein mee thinkes rhe de- 


ballat againit Nehbemie, who would havc drawen 
him away tcomtherepairing of the one by calling | 
him to conference, and confultation withthem- 
tclues; flo ourhartsdo often divert vs from the pro- | 
ſecution of many good purpoſes, by caſting other | 
odde impertinent matters in our'way, like asin a | 
calc tarre vnlikethe Phitiſtimes diverted Sou! from 
the puriuir of Daxzd,or asthe foxe diverts rhehunt(- | 
man lomerimes from following the hare. Burn this | 
cajc we inutt be wiſe to-anſwer ourhearts, as Nehe- | 
2:11h did his crafty aduerſaries , 7 have a great wer ke | 
40 er and [cannot come thewee, why (hould the worke 
ceaſe, while 1leaneit and come to you ? 
The rwelfth deceit is,wihen admittancebcing got- 
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his cares therein. Of which he thus writeth. But of- | ld as 
| tentimes the delight of my eare deceineth mie , whiles | Sad deleFtatis 
| ſen[e does not ſo follow reaſon, that it can patiently n- | mA © 
dure te come behind it, but bawing gottem t9 bee recti- | ..mnm ſcn/w 
| wed onely becauſe of it, would therefore go before and tos 06 em 
| haue the chiefty. $9 1 ſinin theſe things not perceining |, WI ay 
:but afterward, 1p. rcetueit, The naturall delight in | fred rant m 
| ſinging of Pſalms 1s lawtull ifit be ſubordinate, and | 75+ Proprer © 
ſubſeruient to the ſpiricuall delight in the matter it | , 141,cr1am pre. | 
ſelte. But heere was 4»/tens deceit,that the natural —— 
delight,in the ſound,gdid ouerrop the ſpiritual delight | 7 1. i | 
inthe /abſtance of the Plalme. So tis lawfull ro de- | /en:1-ns, he. 
light in the witty ſpeeches thar are in ſermons, ſo we | 
vie this our delight in the wizre, to confirme our de-| 
light in thegrace of the ſame ſpeeches. Butheere is; 
the deceitfulneſſc of our hearrs, that our affection | 
to the witte is farre morointenſe then to the grac-, | 
and that in affeing the wicte of a ſermon, we feele. 
; our affeftionto the grace ſomthing {laked and coo- | 
| led. This is as ifone who ts welcome to a place,on- | 
| 7 aw heis inmy company , and comes as my 
| ſhadow, ſhould yer, after he werereceiued intothe | 
| houſe for my fake,cauſe my friend to thruſt mee our ! 
| of the doores, that he may haue all the welcome, | 


( kinde intertainment alone. 
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Cnar, XXIII, 


0 the dectit of our affettions in general. | 


[2 Etherto,we haue ſpoken of that deceitfulneſle 

of hearr,which is 7#z»cly in the mind, and aftc- 
ions : ut remaineth now,that we ſpeake of that de- | 
ceitfulneſle of the affetions, by rhemſelues. Where 
firſt, wee will ſpeake of theirdeceit in gemer..//, and 
then (ſecondly in ſpecia/lof the deceit of fome ſpeci- 
all affections. 

Thedeceit of the affetions in generall,ſhewes it 
lelte in wo things, 

I. Inthar they are of ſo variable &murable a dil- 
poſition that the face of the heuens is not ſo diuers, 
northe {ea or wether ſoinconſtant, northe Chame- 
leon ſochangeable,as they. Nothing is there ſo vn- 
{taied, nothing ſo vncertaine ; not only changed this 
day from yelſterday;bur thishoure, yea this moment 
from the former. Hence that of Salomon,No man 
knoweth louc or hatred, that is, as /#n1 expounds 
ir,therhing excherhe loucs,ocrhates, by reaſon of this 
hcklenefle of our, fo cafily alterable , affeCtions. | 
Who wold hauc thought,that 4mmons {o hot afte-| 
ions to his ſiſter, could euer haue beene cooled. | 
Yer,for all thar,preſently after [iis luſt was fatiltied, | 
hishatredofher exceeded his former loue. Who, 
would hane thoughtthatthe Lewes, raat crycd //s- | 
ſans ro Chriſt, would after haue cried ſo ſoon, cr74- 


efrerrncifie ? \N ho would haverthovght the gyp- 
tians fo deſirous of the Iſraclices depaiture that they 
cuen! 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


euen woed them to be gonne,by giuing them their | 


pretious iewels, ſhould yet, within fo tew houres, 
onthe ſuddaine runne atter them, to recouer them 
againe into their handes,as before. Sofor ioy,and 
ſorrow we may ſee the like varieties, and changes. 
Jonas, that today is the only merry man, while the 
gourd flourilherh , to morrowe, when it perilheth, 
none ſo penſiue, or perplexed as he, 

This deceit of our affetions is moſt dangerous 
inthe matters of religion ; when we begin to wax 
cold, hauing been once zealous,and to eate vp that 
zeale of gods houſe, which was wont toeate vp vs. 
Thus,was it with Epheſus , charged by Chriſt with 
the loſle ofher firſt Joue ; and with the Galathians, 
that atthefirſt were ſo feruent in their affections, 
thar they could haue found in their hearts to haue 
plucked out their eyes for him ; yer afterward were 
more ready to plucke out his eyes, , Thus alſo fared 
it with the Iewes, who at the firſt tollowed, and 
flocked after the Baprilt, and reioyced in his light, 
bur yet for ſeaſon only. 1ohn quickly grew {tale to 
them, and, as our Sauiour inlinuates , no more ac- 
counted of then a reede ſhaken with the winde. And 
would to God the caſe were not alike with too ma- 
ny in theſe our dayes. 

The ſecond thing wherein our affeftions ſhew 
themſelues deceitfull, is inthe blinding , and cor- 
rupting of our iudgement. Thele are our Eues, 
that do deceiue vs. Adam, ſaith the Apoſtle, was 
not deceived, that 15, ſo much by his judgement, 
(though alſo by that t00)as by his affeftions to his 
wite, which at length blinded his judgement. True 
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iris, our judgements {hould gouerne our aftecti- 

; ons, a5 Adamſhould haue donne Exe, yer thus it 

 falleth out, that affe&ion ouerrules, and over-per- 

ſuades judgement. - We fee how our affections to 

' our children, kinred, and ſpeciall friends,do ofrens 

 dazle our eyes,that we maintaineerrour, & wrong. 

| As Barnabas may ſeemeto haue donne againſt Pau/ 

in his {o ſtifte ſtanding out againſt him in the cafe 

of Marke, who was his kinſman , as appeares Cols//. 

| 4. 10. How often hauc errours been entertained, 

| becauſe of our afteFions to thoſe that bring, and 

| broach them ? Hencethat fetch of heretiques, 0b- 

Priv: («ere | ſered by Tertullian, tirlt co perſwade , then tb reach, 

me" | firftto workevpon mensaftetions , and to gaine 

| | ome intereſt in theirhearts , then afterward to la- | 

| | bour the vnderſtanding thus prepared , to woe the 

Peitz decends) Miltreſle by the maide. Whereas the truth, con- 

Jaad+r, vw» | trarily, doth perſwade by teaching , not teach by 

ſeater; Ece*1 perſuading. Contrarily many wholeſome trucths 

 haue beenediftaſted, only by reaſon of the preiu- 

dice, which our naughty aftetions haveconceiued 

| againſt che teachers; As in the example of Ahab, 

refuſing M:cuiahs prophe'ie. Againe, whats the rea- 

fon, that fo many wile, and learned men 1n the 

| | Church of Rome haue been, and ſtill are ſogroily 

| ſeduced with ſuch toppith, and fenſelefſeerrours ? 

Even this, thetr owneaftettion to gaine,and glory, 

| and thoſe other alluring gifies, which that ftrum- | 

pet hath in her hand , which they cannot receive, | 
vnleſlerhey firſt rake her poyloned cup,and drinke 

Deut-16, 19.-] thereof. Reward blindeth the cies of the wiſe ; that is | 

| our corrupt aftetion towards reward. W hen _ | 

the 
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the affeion is ſet vpon gaine,then preſently gaine 
is godlinefle,and ita thing begaintull,then though 
neuer (ov vile, it thall be coloured ouer as good, and 
lawfull. Ouraſtections , when they would haue a 
thing, ſharpen our wirtes, and ſet them on worke, 
ro deuiſe argumentes to ſerue their turge. Bur 
(luſpet wealwaies our 1udgements ( though they 
may ſeeme neuer o welitortihed with regfſons ) 1m | 
| thoſe caſes wherein our aftections are intereſled. 
Surely our affe&ions wil plead mightily,and deale 
crattily, railing vp togges, and miltes betore our 
| eyes, and letting talſe colours vpon things to de- | 
| ceme vs. Looke how in a greene glaſle all thinges | 
| eeme greene, and as to an aguith taſt all thinges 
| bitter , ſv when the judgement 1s dittempered by 
aftection, all things (halbe judged of according to 
; the plealure of affteton. .T heretore Petey wel kuics. 
| Ofthelſe corrupt luſtes , that they freht againſt the | 
| /oule, yea euen the principall part thereot, the vn- | 
deritanding, by making it ſeruilely to trame it ' 
judgement totheir deiire. We ordinarily {ce the; 
. deccit of our affections in naturall thinge« Fathers | 
thinke their ownechildren.the wilelt, and the tay- 
reſt. So lovers their loues, The ape thinketh his 
owne brats thoughougly, and miſhapen , to bee 
faire, and beautitull. Aſſuredly theſe affetions of 
ours arg no lefle deceittull in things ſpiruvall. The 
, vileſt deformities, if once they bec attetions dar- 
 lings, ſhalbe accounted comely ornaments. Let 0- 
thers ſay what they will. The affections haue taken | 
{ captive the vnderſtanding, and Dellah hath lulled 
+ Sam/onallgepe. The belle hath no cares, nor yet 
| V 4 no 
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noe eyes. SO much for the deceit ot aftetions in 
generall. 


Cnae: XXII. 
Of te decertfulneſſe of our lone, anzer, toy. 


afte:tions. And firſt ro begin with /oze. 

1 Thedeceit of the affection of loue is, when we 
thinke we loue mens perſons,as they are gods crea- 
tures in Adam, & his new creatures in Chriſt; when | 
yer indeed wee loue not their perſons , but their | 
riches, honours, reputation in the world, and ſuch | 
like adiornts of their perſons. In louing of our lelucs, | 
we preter our perſons betore our goods, or ought 
els ;asthe Diuelloblerued, Skmre for skinne and all 
| chat a man hath, will be giue for his life. Now the law | 
13, Thou {7alt loue thy netghbour as thy {elfe. And fo w e | 
 thould loue him, and not his. But quite contrary | 
15 1t with many ofvsin the louing hers, Wee 
preter their purſes, and portions, before their per- | 
ſons. Whatſocuer wee may perſuade our (clues, 


'thetruth is, that wee loue ſpecially in hem theſe 


outward thinges, and know them according to the | 
flelh. The diſcovery of this deceit is in the change 
of eſtate. 

1 \Whenrichesareturned into pouerty, honour 
into 1gnominy ; itthen we leaue our friend, it is e- | 
uident we loued not his perſon before. For thatis | 
' ſtill che ſame, his piety, his-partes are theſame, thar | 

when| 
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when he was rich, happily more. When the corne 
15 ſpent, the rattes leaue the barne, and yet the 
roome is the ſame. It was not then theroome they 
loued. Here was the triall of the lincerity ot obs 
| loue to our Sautour , that hee torſooke him not on 
the croſle, as his fellowes did. For indeede Chriit 
was the ſame on the crofle, that in the pulpit,in rhe 
temple , Chriſt ſuftering was the ſame, that he was 
working miracles. Thus was the deceittull louc ot 
many proteſſours at Rome towards Paxldilcoucr- 
ed,inthatthey (tood not to him when he was con- 
uented before Nero. Heerein allo appeared ſome 
vnſoundneſle in Jobs wife hir loue, when ſhe began 
toloath him becauſe of his boyles, and borches. 
If ſhe had loued his grace, botchy 10b and poore lob 
was as gracious, as hazle 1b, and rich 1ob. The like 
may be ſaid of their loue, who depending vppon 
him in his flouriſhing eſtatc,atterward diſpiſed him 
in his tall. 

2 Whenallo oureſtate is changed from worle 
to a better,hereallo 1s a dilcouery of deceittul loue. 
For as in the former change vnſounde loue will 


turne into hatred, (o in this into ewe. Here was | 


the diſcouery of Sawls talſe heart to David, when, 


| ſeeming to loue him deerely, and intirely betore,he | 


| could nor yet indure him, when he ſaw him grow | 
| greater then himſelte, and beard his ten thouſands | 
and but his owne thouſands. And here was anota- | 
i bletriall of the (incerity of 70nathans loue to Dauid, 

when, forall hee knew hce was to be preterd to the 
kingdome, and ſothe only man to put him by that 
dignity, yet {till hee continued conſtant in loue. 
Whereas, 
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Whereas, if hc had loued him only for outwarde 
| reſpects, as becauſe of the {imilitude ot their diſpo- 
{ittons, that he was a man of a Marrtiall ſpirit, and 
| not chiefly tor his piety, he could not , but, vpon 
| this occa\10n, baue molt bitterly hated him. This 
| mult reach vs, in louing others to examine our 
' owne heartes, what it is we loue in them ; whether 


the image of God, or the decciueable (haJowes of 


the world. And thole that haue much loue, and 
many friends, muſt learne wiſedome not to take al] 
for triends,thart pretend aitetion. And becaule the 
heart of man is thus deceittull in loue,asinnothing 
more, it muſt teach vs in the multitude of greateſt, 
and [trongelt triends to fly vnto God, and to make 
his loue our chieteſt ftaies. His love 1 ſay, which is 
| without deceit, without repentance, withour the 

leaxt ſhadow of turning. For whom he once loues, 
he lones rothe end. Mans tous isoften deceitful], 
toh. 13. 1. | that we may 1uſtly complaine with ob, My friendes 
tob. 6. 15, | P4ue deceined me 45 a brooke, and with the Church in 
Lament, 1 2. | the Lamentations, My [ouers ſtand farre off from mee, 
and with Panl, All haze forſooke mee. | eane not then 
on this broken ſtaffe. Secure not thy felfe nonot 


3. T im. 4. 16. 


Pial. 146. 4. inthe tauour of Princes, Truſt not in them, ſayth_ 
the Plalmift, becauſe they are mortal}, and their 
breath is in their noftrils. Much more then may | 


ſay, truſt nor in their loue, becauſetheir love is 
mortall-and may quickly turne into mortall hatred. 
| Theirloue may die before rhemſe]nes, they may 


| ſurume their lone, breathing out their loue, before 
their breath - So much tor loue. 
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rateanger. The deceit is, when we thinke we hate 
mens {1nnes, when indeede it is their perſons, and 
that wee areangrie for (inne againit God, when in- 
deed it is for ſome iniurie done to our (clues. For 
ſo it is, that gods cauſe, aud our owne often meete 


alſo is God. Now hence, by reaſon ot this compa- 
nie, and concurrence of Gods cauſe, and our owne, | 


weare very apt, and ready to deceiue our ſciues ; | 


thinking our anger is directed againſt the diſho- 
nour of God, whereas, in truth , it hath reference 
only to that which 1s but an appurtenance, and 
hangby thereto, namely our owne offence. 

The diſcouery therefore of this deceit is, 

1 Inthepartition of Gods cauſe, and our owne. 
Let vs marke how wee are afteted, either when 


God 15 diſhonoured without our iniuric, or wee 
iniuried withoutany great impeachment of Gods | 
honour. Now it weccan be as hotte as toſte3 in our | 
owne priuate iniwries, where Gods glory is not cal- | 
led in queition, and yetas cold as yce, when moſt | 
diſhonorable indignities are offered to tbe Lord 
without any touch ot our (elves : then it is euident, 
that in thole caſes, where Gods cauſe and our own 
are ioyned together, our anger was one'y for our | 
owne, not for Gods. When our eruants , or chil- 
dren haue neglected their duty to vs, there is iult 
cauſe of anger. For Gods commandement is bro- | 
ken by them. But deceive not thy ſelte, when vn- 
derthis pretencethou lertelt looſe the bridle tothy 
rage. For how often haſt thou thy lelte fayled tar | 
more in thy duty to God, how often halt thou (cen | 
thy 
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thy children, and ſeruants diſhonour the name 0 
the Lord many waies, and yet waſt neuer halte ſo 


CU 


| angry ? Here was the triall of Moſes his _ 


When the people murmured, & when K9r4h rebel- 
led againſt him, here was juſt cauſe of anger. But 
here Gods cauſe, and his owne were coupled. Let 
vs thertore marke Moſes his behauiour, when they 


were ſingled. Num. 12. Aaron, and Miriam offer 
| hima priuate iniury. It is ſayd his mecknefle was 
ſuch that he gauethem not a word. Againe Exod. 


32. the people had fallen to idolatry,and had made 
a calte, and Aaron had his hand therein. Here gods 
quarrell was ſeuered trom his owne. And how ca- 
ries he himſelte here. He ſpares neither Aaron, nor 
the people, butin a godly htte of zeale takes on, 
breakes the two tables in pieces &c. A mecke lambe 
in his owne intury : A fierce Lion in Gods, Here 
was pure anger, tree from guile,and gall. 

2 If ouranger beproperiy againlt finne, then it 


[will keepe vs from ſinning grolly in being angry. 
| For what likelihood is there, that he is truly angry 


againſt ſinne, that commits a greater ſinne in his 
anger, then the (inne whereat hee is angry ? Thus 
many are angry for ſmall oftences, which indeede 


{are (innes alſo againſt God : but in their anger they 


are ſo diſtempered, that they breake out into cur- 
ling, raging, rayling &c. whicharefarre greater 
tinnes, then that wherewith they are diſcontent. 
Here was Dauids anger againlt Nabaldiſcouered to 
be faulty. He might happily perſuade him ſelte he 


had cauſe to be oftended* For Nabals churlith vn- 


'thankefulneſſe was odious to God. Yet that was 


not 
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not it which angred Dauid. For then how cameit 


| to paſle that his anger prouoked him to ſweare , to 
conceiuea bloudy purpoſe of murther ? Grace be- 
gets not iinne, but holdes backe from tin. Grace 1s | 
| neucr a paire of beijowes to blow vp in vsthe fireot | 
corruption ; lo as is often our anger. And thet tore | 
| ouranger then is not of grace,but of corruption. 

3 Holy anger, thar 15 conceiued againlt iinne, | 
doth not anything vnkit vs for duties, wee owe ct- | 
ther God, or man , no not that man, with whom 
weare angry. As Me/es was angry with the Ifrae- 
lites, and chode them (harpely, yet withall prayes | 
| for them hartily. As when our children through 
their owne tault haue gotte ſome lickeneſle, tor all 
' our angry ſpeaches, wee goe tothe Phyition for 
them. Chrilt, when he was angrie with the Pha- 
riſes, at the ſame time mourned for their linne. 
lonatha was angry with his father for vowing Da- | 
was death - yec his anger made him ſpeake nothing | 
| vnbeſeeming the duty, either of a ſonne to his fa-| 

ther, or of a ſubiect to his ſoucreigne. Anger a- 

gaintt inne 3s alwayes 10yned with loue ot the lin- | 
ner. SINCCTE anger 15 a lou anger, a devout anger. | 
It titres a man for the duties ot loueto men, of de- | 
uotion to Gud This anger isa whetltoneto praier, | 
j.and by heipe of it, thou (halt pray better then be- | 
| fore. Ifrhen thineanger ſo diſguiſethee, and pur | 
thee our of frame, that thou canſt not tell , cither | 
how to pray to God, or looke, or ſpeake louing' y | 
| to man, not only the perſon angring thes, bur | 
; carſeany other, it is aconuiction of the deceittul- | 
neſſe of chy anger. 
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3 Aﬀetion is 107, In the which there is a dou- 


bledeceir. 1 When we thinke we retoice in gods 
outward benefites , only as pledgees ot his loue, 
when indcede wee reioyce more in the benehites 
| themſelues, then in the benetactour. 
| Thediſconeryis 1 By ourdrouping,and de- 
ietion vnder the croſle. Itit had been Gods tauor 
' only wee had reioyced-in in our preſperity, why 
' then 1s the copy ot our countenance changed ? for 
Gods fauour 15 (till the ſame to h13 in aftfition, 
| which in proſperity, haply greater, 
2 By the cette ot our ioy, which is the ſadding, 
' and grieuing of Gods ſpirit. Whenceariſeth a hea- 
vie lumpiſhnes, and vnwillingnes to Gods (cruice, 
| 2 Deceitis, when we thinke weeretoyce in the 
graces of Gods ſpirit in our brethren, tor them- 
(clues, when we retoycein them, only as they are 
{ome way beneficiall to our ſelues ; as in the matter 
ofliberalay Herethe triallis, ro marke whether 
wee reioyceas much in other graces,which are not 
loprohtablero vs, or inthe ſame graces, when it 
talles out thatthey are profitable to others, not to 
our ſelues. Excellently Paul to Philemon. Wee hane 
great 10) #3 thy loue. For by thee Brother (not my, bur ) 


the Saints bowels are refreſhed. Many reioyce only | 
in that loue which refreſheth their owne bowels. 


| Which is indeedeto reiovce rather intheir owne 

prohr, then inthe grace of God it feife. For thar 
loue which refrelheth other Saints bowels, and 

not mine, is loue, as well as that, which retreſheth 
'mine. It Ireioyce in loue, becauſe it is loue, be- 
| cauſe it 15 grace, [ſhall retoyce as well intheone, as 
; IN 


A OE"——__ 


—— — —_ = —_—— —O—  — 4 ——— 


- — 


The deceutfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| 
inthe other. Yeaand when this graceis beneficiall 2 
| to Vs, rather yet | in hts benefit whoſe it 15, becauſe | 

of thetruite turthering his owne reckning, ſhall we " 
| reioyce, then in our 0wNEe, 


XX V. | 


Ly 


| CHAP. 


| uf the decertfulneſſe of our ſorrow, 

| de fire, ana confidence. 

| 

'IV 'techon 15/orrow. Wherethere 15a two- 

| told deceit. 1. \When wordly forrow | 

; lhroudesn ſelte vnder the countenance of godlie—, | 

| Texation, of humzliation. Come to many 1n their | 

| actions, and reprouc them for their carnall (or- | 
' row, and their anſwer is ready , when Gods hand | 

| 1s gone ont againſt vs for our {ins ſhould we not | 

| | be humbled ? yes, for your linne. Bur loe the de- | 

| | ceitfulneffe of your heart. It is the puniſhment | 

' thar grieues you, not theſinne, the Surgionsplay- | 

' ter, not thine owne ſore. You grieuc not at the | 

 punilhment, becauſe ot the [inne deteruing it : but 

at the linne, bccauſe of the punilhment follow- | 

Ing it. | 

| | The dilcouery ofthis deceit, 1s | D 

} 1 When, vponthe cealing of thepunithment, | 

| wee are cheered preſently, though ili both rac 
genit, and filth of our {:inne lticke ir; our conſei- 
ence. Like as the toolih bov 1s glad. waea the | 

| ' {\marting plaiſter is off, cthongh his fore {tillremain«| 
vnheaked. Whereas, it itwerethe itn that grieued | 

VS, 


——_— 
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ui, 4.17, 


tho, 7.1 4. | 


L 


MR rS-<— NG —_—_— _ 


loh, 16. 12. 


| forthwith. Which ſhewes thar, with thoſe lewes, 


2, Cor 7.10, 


— — 
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' ſpirits were dulled, and deaded with wordly {or-| 
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vs, our griefe, together with our {inne, ſhould out-| 
laſt the puniſhment. Bur if once we haue any ealc 
of our punilhment, wee giue oucrour lorrowing 


we mourne only tor our corne and oile &c. 

2 Diſcouery is by the property of godly ſor- 
row, whichis to makea man trelth, and nimblein 
his ſpirits for prayer, and other good duries. 
\Whereas worldly forrow lies heauy like lead vpon 
a mans heart, and will make a man 1leepe ſooner, 
then pray z as In 7ox.z5 liceping in the middelt of a 
terribletempett, which droue cuen the prophane 
mariners to prayer ; and in the diſciples, who, be- 
ing poſlefled with wordly forrow, were neither a- 
ble to watch one houre with Chriſt in prayer, nor 
hete to heare that doArine, which Chrilt otherwiſe 
was ready to haue taught them. For ſo our Saui- 
our told them. 7haue many things to ſay vnto you; but 
you are not able to beare them; namely, becauſcrheir 


row. \Which, euenin this ſenſe alfo,may be laid to 


cauſe death ; though yet the oppolition of lite, | 


which the Apoſtle maketh in that place 2. Cor. 7. 
ſeeme to reftraine the ſenſe to ſpirituall death. Burt 
it 13truethat worldly ſorrow cauſerh even this na- 
turail death. VVhereas godly forrowe procures a 


good conſcience, which 1s the very health ot the ; 


bones, a continuall featt. Even in the very ateof 
mourning 13 a mans heart light, and cheerctuil. 


Ifrhen wee findeourſenſes quickened, our ſpirits | 


reutued by our ſorrow, fo that we fee'e ir ro giuc | 
winges to our prayers, which before Jay g-oucling | 
on 


I. 
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onthe ground , then haue wee an argument it 1s 
ſound, and good. For godly ſorrowe is alwaies 
| mixed with , nay indeed. proceedes from faith, 
which, in the apprehenlion of mercy,yceldes mat- 
ter of10y,to delay the bitternefle of our teares. But 
it we ave no heartes to pray , if our ſorrow make 
vs {piritually, both dumbe, that we cannot ſpeake 
to God, and deate, that we cannot, with thoſe Iſra- 
elites, heare God ſpeaking to vs; then haue wee 
caule to ſuſpect our forrow , as vnlound, and de- 
ccittu |. 

2 Deceit of our ſorrow , when our owne pri- 
 uate forrow15 couered with the title of ſorrow for 
\ the publique euils ofthe Church, where weeliue. 

Viually ittajleth out, thar every one of vs in parti- 
 cularare interelted in the oublike calamities of the 
[tare, where we liue, and (o are pinched with the 
| ſenſe of their ſmart. Hence many deceitfully ima- 
| gine, they are grieued tor the publike euils, when 
| indeedett is no otherwile for the publike, then as 
| they touch them in particular, 
| Herethediſcourry :s, 


—— 


; Exod.6. g, 


| 


2 

Do not many 
mourne 1n the 
aduerflity of 
the Goſpel, 
b ecaule they 
mourne for 
ther Ovvnc 
aduerſity ? oh 
great cerrup- 
ton of our 
hiartes | 6 
bottoiniclie 
pit of hypocrt= 
ke | Greenh. 
nP:l. 119. 


1 Intheleparation of our ownecauſe from the | ver. 139. 
. Churches, As when, it ©ning 1 with the Church, EY 


Þ wr we!l with vs in particular, If then wee can 
diltait our owne prinate te!!:cities, and call rhem 


it weour ſelues in 9ur owne perſons ſultey ned th 1t 
' which the Church Eorh.then it is an arpument our 
gricfets (incere. As in Nelmal, whom his owne 
eaſe, and g ear grace, and authur.ty -n the Kings 
| X Court 


—— — — —} as 


labors, as that good woman did her ſonne when | 
[che arke wa captived, itth.en we areas penſiue, as | x. Sam. 4. 21. 
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| 


ce. Nebre. 
| Decent, z. 


| Court could nothing cheere, or comfort, in the 
common calamittes ofrhe Church of God, 

| 2 When belides the common cuils of the 
Church : we ſuffer ſome perlonall afflictions, that 
concernevs ſolely. It our grietc bee truely tor the | 
-Churches euils, then, in this cafe, the ſenſe ot gricte 
torthe publike euils will blunt the edge of our pri- 
' uate ſorrow. As in two diſeaſes of the body the 
ſtone, and the goute , when they meete together, 
| the griete of the ſtone, becauſe itis the greater,doth 
take away all ſenſe of the goute, becauſe it is the 
| lefſe: ſo herein a godly minde the griefe for our 
| owne priuateis drowned in the greater griefe for 
rhe Churches publike diſtrefles. Bur if it be quite 
; contrary with vs,that we cannor teele the churches 
' miſery, wee are ſo aftefted with the fenſe of our 
| owne, this is morethen a preſumption , that when 


— 


| the Churches atHictions were our owne, we mour- 

 nedthenforthem, only as our owne, and not as | 

| the Churches ; making the name of the Church | 
only a vizour, and imitating Pols, that, vnder the | 
repreſentation of an anothers griete, truely ,and | 

heartily lamented the death of his owne ſonne. 

| 5 Aﬀettionis Deſire. In the which alſoa dou- 

ble deceit. 

1 When our wxnaturall delires arecloaked with 
thename of natwra/l. Though mens delires are in- 
| tinire, and infanable, yer for all this viſually they 
| deceive themſelues with this, that they delire only 
| a competency, neither pouerty, nor riches, but 
| only Agurs conuenient portion. Now comperten- | 


| cie1sthar, which will notonely ſerue nature, but 
| that 
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that alſo which is fitre tor our eſtate, and calling. | 
And ſo that which is but competent for one eltare | 
and calling, as fay a Magittrate, is ſuperflaity for | 
another, as ſay a priuateman. Well then, let vs fee. 

whether it be ſo viuaily with our delires, as they | 

pretend, that they contine themlelues within the | 

boundes of mediocrity, and competency. The D:.covery. 
triall wilbe this, if, when chey haue that which is | 
competent, they then relt contentcd. For there are | 
threedelires. The detire ofnaure, of grace_, of 

corruption. Nature will be content with little : grace | 

with leſſe : but cory; tion is inſatiable. If then there | 

be no ho with our delires, but when they haue got | 

that, which themſclues, at firſt, would ſetre downe | 

as a matter of compe:ency,yerthey ſtllare likethe | 

crauing horle-leaches, that cry Giue, give, it is an ar- | Prfdrris nats- 
gument itis thedelice ofcorruption,not of nature, | 7 
not ofgrace, Naturall thirlt is diſcerned from a- | :p..1-ne ne 
guiſh by this, that the naturall will be quenched | >'4 /*nane 
| witha draught, butthe other is further prouoked | +, »ms. 
; by drinking. So, when men ſhall ſay, I'delire only »« «7: # 

| a ſufficiency, it] had but ſo much, 1thoulid be well * 

| apaid then, and yer, when they hauethar , couer | 

| more greedily then cuer betore , this is an ague, a 

| droplie, a diſeaſe : noe naturall, noe kindly thirſt. 

; But here this decette of our delires 1s ſo much the 

harder to be diſcovered, in that it is nor ſoealieto | 

define in euery thing that which is competent. 
; And lo vnder the couer of competency we quickly 
; fall into the ſnare of pleaſure, and exceſſe. This $. 
| Auſten excellently deſcribes in thedelire of meates 
and Grinkes, and by like proportion we may apply 
| þ It 
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itto the delire of any other thing. 14/4ile, ſaith he, 
« feelms the trouble of want,{ make towards the quiet 
« of tulneſle, in che very paſſage trom the one to 
« the other, there lies in waite tor mee the ſnare of 
* concupiſcence. And whereas our health is the 
« caule ot our cating and drinking , here a certaine 
«dangerous pleaſure toynes it {cite as a handmade, 
«and yet tor the molt part labours to goe betore, 
« thatit may ſeemeto be donne tor her ſake whe- 
« therI ſay I do, or would do tor my healths {ake. 
« But there 13 not the ſame meaſure of both. For 
« that which 13 enough for health,is to little for de- 
« light. And it is often vncertaine whether the necd 
« of my body craue more, orthe voluptuous de- 
<« ceitof my appetite. At this vncerteinty my vn- 
« happy ſoulercioyceth,as ar the marter of her ex- 
« cue, and defence, being glid that it doth notap- 
« peare what is ſuthcient tor health , that fo vnder 
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_— 


———O— -  —_ — —— 


OO ———— 


« the pretence ot health [hee may ſhadowe her in- | 


© temperancy. 

2 Deceit1is, when our carnall and worldly dc- 
res are accounted of vs as ſpri'uall. This deceit 
tallech out in this caſe, when , in one and the (cite 
ſame thing which we detire, there is matter htc to 
giuecontentment to both theſe defires. As in S:- 
mox Ma7us his delire of the gittes Apoſtolicall, be- 


a8. 19.21,  {idestheexcellency of the giftes themlelves, tirre 
| matter for a holy delire, there was alſo profit, and 


glory that might infue, titte matter to prouoke the 


| carnall deſire. Simon would ſeeme to be deuoute 


and holy, and todelire the giftes tor themſelues, 
for that worthy rekoning he had ofthem.But Peter 
{melt 


' 
} 
F 


| 


| 


| 
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| 
} 


ang {uw tuat it was a fletily deiire looking toward 


{meic out tae cloſe decen that lurked in his heart, 


OF/ 


| lucre. IU the Apoltlc (auth , He that dejireth the office A 


| of a biſhop defirerh a worthy worke, Yet that Geilre 
| WhiCu many hauveof i how deceittull 15 it ? The 


—— — — 


| be nr;e matter inthis othce to kindle a holy, and 
{piricuall deiire, namely the beauty of the othce it 


the v«.y tace thereot: yet withail chere is lome mat- 


n.mely the hope ot gaine ina tar benefice. Here a 
couetous Balarm will hide his baſe delire of the re- 
ward ot the othce, with pretence of a ſpiritual! de- 
lire of che othceit ſelfe. Such is the deceit of thoſe 
that buy lwings vader this pretence, that they de- 
lire toexercilc their gittes which otherwiſe,the ini- 
| quity otthe times being ſuch, they cannot haue 
| the vie of, Soallo in the watter of marriage this de- 
| ceit 15 very viuall. The party aficted hath piety 
| matchable both to perlon, & portion, & yertboth 
| thele in good meaſure too. Here one, too much 


II 


OC” > — i 


—— 


wedded to the world, or tothe Reth,will cloake his | 


affection to portion, or perſon, with a pretence of 
; attection to piety z as though that had the preemi- 
; nence in ſwaying ot h1s delires. Where h: ippely, 
| it the heart be truly learches, the contrary w ul ap- 

| ou 


| Toe diſcoucry of this deceit is whenthe matter .n,; 
, that ſhould latisfie the carnall delire being taken a- | 


| way, there only remaineth the inuiter, and inciter 


' 


| 


worke delired is worthy : The deiire therot in ma- | 
ny 13 molt baſe, and vnworthy. For thougathere | 


— 


(cite, (:9d3 glory, and mans ſaluation ſhining in ' 


ter to {titre vp a crooked, and couetous delire, 


— 
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6Confidence., 6 Aﬀecttion 15 confidence. Where the deceit is,to 


The decent: 


| of the ſpirituall, and holy. For if then wedeſirenort| 
as teruently as before, we may iuſtly teare fraude | 
in our delires. Here cooleddelires are crafty , decay- 
inz, deceining, flinching, falſe. 


* * 


thinke wetrult in God, when indeede we trult only , 
in the meanes., Thedeceit is , both when we haue | 
the meanes, and when wee want them. The de- 
ceit of both , 1s diſcouered " our behautour to- | 
' wards God 1n the preſence of the meanes. For if 
' then wee giue ouer praying to God, or abate of | 
our feruency in ſuing, and ſeeking to him tor his | 
' helpe,, wee may well doubr of our confidence. | | 
| For if weedoetruelyrelye on God, as on him who | 
, 15 ſufhcient without meanes , and without whom 
' even the moſt ſufficient meanes are altogether in- 
ſuthcient, why then doe wee bezinne fo to ſecure : 
our ſelues, and lay alideall teare, when once wee | 
are fenſed with the meanes ? Againe hauing beene | 
| ſo confident and comfortable in the enioyment of 
' the meanes, if afterward in the time of danger, ' 
| when the meanes faile vs, we looſe this confidence 
{and ſhewe our ſelues faint, and heartleſſe cowards, 
this alſo is another conuiftion of deceite in our ' 
confidence. So both theſe wayes is our conh- | 
dence found out to be Jeceirfull both by exceſſc | 
| of ſpirite in peace, and by want of ſpirite in 

' trouble. 

' Thelikedeceits might beſhewed in divers other 

, affetions. But the worke growing bigger then 
| I thought it would, Tforbeare. So much then ſhall 
ſufhce rohaue ſpoken concerning the deceirfulneſſe 
| of 
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of the affetions; as alſo concerning the whole do- 
Arine ot the deceitſulncfie of heart. 


Cruar. XXVI. 


cauſe of har d:c:ufulneſ/e. 


Auingthus ſpoken of the deceitfulnes of mans 

heart, itremainerh that now weſhould ſpeak 

ot choſe three illuſtrations, which inthe beginning 
wenoted the Propher vicd to ſetit forth by. 

The firſt is, from the greatneſle of this deceirful- 

neſle. Iris decertfull, ſaics the Prophet, «boxe al 

things. Aboue all things? what aboue Sathan thar 


Of the greatneſſe of the hrarts deceitfulueſſe, and of the | 


[ 
, 
, 


| 
Illuſtrations 
of the hex: ts 
deceitfuinefle. 
t.The great- 


re0e otit. 


old ſerpent? The meaning is nor that our harts haue | 
more craft then Sathren,who is an olde trained foul- | 
diour, and hiscraft{-maſter in this arr,we being bur | 


punies,and as of yeſterday vnto him, whois of many 
thouſand yeres ſtanding: bur that that deceir which 
iS in our hearts, inregard of vs, and the dangerous 
| conſequences thereof to vs,is greater, then that in 
| Sathan. 

| 1, As to murther onesſclfe is a greater matter , 
| then tomurther another, though he doe nor vie rhe 
| like cruelry in ſtabbing, and wounding of himlelfe, 
| which is oftes vied in the killing of others: So alſo ro 
| deceiue ones lelte{which is alioa ſpirituall kinde of 
| murther ) is a greater deceite then todeceiue ano- 
| X 4 ther. 


—_—_—— 


| 
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Ihe dece:tfuineſſe of mans heart. 


ther. Andio inthislenle the deceutulneite of our 
hearts may be ſaid ro be aboue Sathans, becauſe it | 


decciuerh zz ele, though Sathan in his deceits bee 
| farre more cunning, and Wilic. 
2. Thijs amplitieth the deceit, when the perſon 

| deceiving 1sour familiar friend, one in whome w. c 
| repole ipeciall contidence. Sce P(alm.5 5.12.13.50 

151t hicere. Sathanisnothing fo neere vs, as out 
owne hearts, that areparrsot our ſelues. Sathan 1s 

without vs, and if wereliſt him by faith, hee thceth 
fiom vs, but our hearts arewithin vs, and though | 
we reiit never lo much, yer this deceiver ſtill ſtick- 
cth cloſe vato vs. Sothat Sathan ſometimes leaues | 
vs for a ſeaſon, and wee arenot troubled with him, | 
or his deceits. But our owne hearts , they neuer.; 
leaue\s,they dogge,and tollow vs at all times,in all | 
places, vpon all occations,(lill ready furnuthed wich 
deceit to beguile vs. | 
{ 3- Our owncharts candecciue vs of themſelues, 
withour Sathan : Sathan cannor,without our harts. 
And thertore,'nregard of vs, our owne harts deceit- 
| fulaesis farre the greater, as that, which giueth Sa- 
than all his aduantage againſt vs, He could nor de+' 
cciue our Sauiour,becauſe there was no decceitin 
| Our $4U1.0.1rs heart, 
{ Thewſe. This muſt teach vs to account of our. 
{clues asof our cheefeſt enemics we are to contend 
with, in this ſpiricuall confict, The Apoſlle ſtirres 
vpto watchiulaeſle,and curcumſpetion, by ſerting 
bctore vs t1eſtrength of the Diuells, as being pow- 
| ers andprincipalicies, tarre ſtrongerthenfleth and 
| bloud, But there by fe/h and bloud the Apoltle inea- 


neth, : 


— 


TM 


| {ciucs, that are but feth and bloud , bur with farre 


| perſon deliuered vp toSathan, did yet repent, and 
come out of Sathans power. But men once deliue- | 


” — — — — ——— 


our nature. As if he ſhould hauc laid, wee hauenot 
 onely to con{lIict with weake , fraile men like our 


more powerfull and puitlant aduerſaries, namely 
the Diucls. For the corruption of ourhearts 1s our 
greateſt aduerſarie, this corrupt heart of ours is de- 
ceitfull abouc all things, enen Sathan himſelte in 
ſome fort, as we havc thewed. And therefore wee 
mult bend our forces againſt our ſelues as well as a- 
gainlt Sathan : yeathe way indeede to ouercome 
Sarthan,is firſt ro ouercome our ſelues: and we mult 
ſo take heede to our ſelues, of other enemies , that 
we mult allo take heede of ourſelues,as enemies. A 
thing worth the noting it is, that the incettuous 


red vp tothemlclucs, the luſts and deceits of their 
one hearts, are branded out in the Scripture, as 
men in a molt fearetull and deſperate caſe. There- 
fore Paulin his owne perſon deſcribing the ſpiritu- 
all tight, and the aduerſary a Chriſtian 1s {pccially to 
incounter With , ſingles out the body ottinne , this 
naughty fleſh.7 fight er, faith the Apoſtle, 4s beating 
the aire, and (ceing no aducrlary, but ] fee. my ad-| 
| uerſarie, andſtrike at him. And who may this ad- 
| ucrſaric be? Hee tells vs in the next words; 1 b:ate_ 
done my body,that is,not this outwaid man, but the 


| body of ſinne,the maſle of corrupuon,, both inthe 


| ſoule,and in the body. 
The | con / {ſuitrationis fromthe cauſe of this de- 


centulaec,namely the wickedacle of our hearts. 
The 
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1. The cauſe 
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The deceitfulneſſe of| mans beart. 


The heart,ſaith che Propher is deceirfull aboue all 
things, andexi// in ; this latter clauſe, (hewing the | 
cauſe of that ſpoken inthe former. 
Heere two rhings are to be cleered. 1. What this 
illnefſe of the hart is. 2, How it 5 a cauſe of the harts 
deceitfulneſle. 

1. Totaliic 


Forthe firſt; The heart is cull - Origmallie. 


1. Itis 29rely evill, and thar two waies. Firſt , the 
whole ſonle is incuill: And ſecondly whole exil 1s in 
the ſoule. 

1. The wholeſoulcis in cuill, this gall of birter- 
nefle hath imbirtered, this leven hath ſowred , this 
leprofic hath infeted, nor thispart,or that, but che 
whole, and cuery part. Euen from the vnderſtan- 
ding,as it were the crowne of the head,to the affec- 
tions,as it weretheſoales of the feere, rficre is no- 
thing bur boyles and botches.Whereof read a moſt 
liuely deſcription, Exzek. 16. In our vnderftanding | 
there is a very ſea of ignorance, vncapable itis of 
things ſpirituall, and yet wiſe and witty in wicked- 
neſſe. The conſcience is full of blind feares, terrors, 
and torments, or elfe ſeared and ſenſeleſfe.The me. 
mory (lippery, and wateriſh toreceiue andretaine 
any good impreſſions, but of a marble firmeneſſe,to 
| hold faſt that which is evill. The will pliable and 
obſequiousto the Diuell. in his hands as waxe : but 
 ſtiffe and hard as clay in Gods. The affeQions alſo 
| are wholly diſordered, peruerſly ſerting themſ elues| 
' pon wrong obieRs: in ſtead of bathing themſclues ! 
in the {weere founraines of lining waters, they ſwi- 
nithly lye tumbling infilchy, and miry puddles, If in 


the 
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the eyerhere bee a beame of wickedneſſe , 6 then 
the great ſtack that is in the hart! Andifthe rongue 
but the inftrument of the heart, be ſuch a worlde of 


| The whole frame of our hearts is continually eui!l. 
O the rout andrabble offilthy and impure thoughts | 
that lurke in this dungeon. Thetemple it was once 

of the holy Ghoſt : but now, asit farerth with many | 


couctouſnefle of incloſters, are become ſtables for | 
horſes, ſo this glorious temple is become a ſtinking | 
ſtie, and table of vncleane fpirits, a cage of vnclean 
birds, a den of thecues,a receptacle of all manner of 
pollution. 

II. .All cuill, thewhole body of (iane, thatis, he 
{eedes, and ſpawnes cuen of the vileſt corruptions 
are inthe heart of man. Naturally the beſt of vs 
haue an inclinablenes euen to the moſt adious, and 
loathſome ſinnes. As in that chaos at firſt creation 
there were the ſcedes ofall the creatures,fire,aire, 
water,heauen, carth,ſoin mans heart of all ſins. Vp- 
on which, let butthe ſpirit of Sathan mouc,as once 
theſpiric of God vponthe chaos, & with ehe warmth 
of is cemptacions heat it, andno lefle ougly mon- 
lters will proceede out of our hearts, then did once 
goodly creatures our of that chavs. Henceitwas , 
that thoſe things which Dania ſpake of certaine vile | 
notorious wicked finners , that their throat was aw 0- 
pen ſepulchre,the gall of aſpes was vnder their tongue, 
| &c. are applied by S. Paul ro cuery mothers child of 
|vs. Forthereis never abarrell better herring.But as 
'theholypronerbe is, 45 i» water , face anſwereth to 


| face, | 


© 


wickedoeſſe, an vnrulic evill; what then isthe hart? | 


' materiallcemples, which, as it is reported through | 
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fxce, ſoa.th the hart of man to man. Theimage ofour 
face inthe water isno more like our faccit lelf, then 
ourheart is like the heart euen ot the vile(t monſter, 
chat euer was. And when wee {ee ſuch monſters in 
them,asin loooking glaſſes, wee may ſee ourlelues, 
and the diſpotition ot our owne foules. And thus we 
ſee how the heart 1s #9ta/ly cuill, 
2. Ir is allo originally euill. Euill did not begin 
firſt co pollute thy hand, thy cye,thy care, orany of 
thy outward parts, butit began with thy hart roſear 
and neſtle it ſelfe there, and trom thence to diffuſe, 
and ſcatter it poyſon into the externall members. 
Out of the heart, (aith our Sauiour, come murthers, 4- 
dulteries theſis, blaſphemies,and l:ch hike ſtufte;cuen 
as the riuers our of the ſea. This is the fowntaine, 
from whence all the ſtreames of corruprion flowe, 
this 15 the wombe,, in which all thefe-monſters are 
conceiued, this 15 the ſhell, in whickthele cockatrri- 
ces .archarched. Thus we fec how we are to vnder- 
ſtand rhisdottrine of the hearts wickedneſle. 

The wſe. 1. Againſt hc Papiſts,that do ſomthing 
| leſſenrhis wickedneſle, and will hauc ſome reliques 
of goodneſte raremaine, ſome freedome of will ro 
apply iefelte ro good. 11. To teachvs all true hu- 
miliation,in rhefight of our owne naturall defor- 
m.ty. No outwardornaments ſhould o lift vs vp,as 
our inward fhilthines ſhould take vs downe. Art thou 
troubled with pride ? J can preſcribe thee no berter 
remedy. then to looke vponthe face of thy heart m 
theglaſle ofthe word. For therethou ſhalt ſeerhy 
felfe ſuchanovgly,naſty, forlorne , miſhapen crea- 
ture, thatthou canſt not chule but grow our of loue 
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with thy ſelfe. Itis thy ignorance thatmaketh thee 
ſo proud. Ifthouknewclt chyſelte what thou wert, 
and haddeſt ciestoſce this finke-hole, and what a 


— — —— 


pure cies, and cannot take any pleaſure incuill: And 
wilt thou thentake anv pleaſure in thy ſelfe being e- 
uill,and nought but euiil, yea becing bur a very ſtin- 
\ kin dunghill of cuill> VV hatſoeuer thy outſide may | 
be z eirneuer ſo faire,thyinſ14e is nought; thou art 
burhike one of the Zgyptiantemples, very glorious 
and beautifull wichout, but enter in , and nothing 
, tobeeſcenc, but a ſerpent, or ſome ſuch venemous 
' creature. Such litters and ſwarmes are there in our 
hearts of vaine,vile,baſe,filthy , and diſhonourable 
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thoughts, affe&ions, deiires. Very thorough-faives | 


 arethey for Sathans impure ſuggeltions ro walke vp 
| & downe in; inregard of 'murtherous and malitious 
thoughts,very /arghterhouſer; in regard of vncleane 


' luſts very ewe: and brot”el hou, 53 4n regard of the | 


hear of boyling concupiſcence, very hotte houſes,and 
a3 the Prophet ipeaketh,like a bakers ven. Shall a- 


ny now bragge of his owne good nature , or crake | 


with the Pharilee, tha: hee isnotſo badde as other 
men,he isno extortioner, or oppreſſor,&c.Y cs,thou 
blind and boaſting Pharilce, chou haſt che ſecdes of 
extortion,and oppreſiion in thee, yea, and of all o- 
ther ſinnes beſides. And theſe would breake forth in | 
thee, did not God by his wiſe and powertull Proui- 
dencereſtraine thy corruption. By nature,the beſt, 


| 


| | the mildeſt,and meekeſt man is a very tiger and Li- - 


| on. And wouldefi thou account that Lion tobe of | 
4 ber! 


pI 


dceale of baggage paſleth daily erough it, thou | 
wouldeſt be athamed of thy ſelte. God 15a God of 


Hoſea 5,4. 
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| 
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| does no hurt as they doe, becauſc hee isnot looſe as 


1 


; lome good parts of wit, memory,&c. to commend 


| 


| 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


a better nature , then hisfcllowes, who therefore 


they are, but chained vp? Where Gods renewing 

ace hath nor changedour nature, it is onely the 

werfull reſtraint of his prouidence,which keepeth 
men from the very outrage of villany. Shall we then 
be proud, becauſe wee are free from thole offences, 
into which others breake forth, and thinke wee arc 
made of ſome better mould ? nay our nature is as 
vntoward,and as deeply poyloned with rebellion as 
theirs. Therefore rather ſhould we be humbled in 
ſecing them. For, as was (ſhewed, in them wee may 
ſee our ſelnes what we are. Peraduenture thou haſt 


chee. Yer forall theſc,thy heart is euill, yea, with- 
out aſpirituall change,ſo much the worle, by how 
much theſe parts are the berter. Euen as the more 
fruicfull the ſoyle is,ſo much the more will it abound 
with thifiles,vnleſle it be tilled. And the Lord know- 


eth the thoughts of the wiſe,| that is,ſuch as excell in 
in natural gitts,that are the choyleſt and moſt pick- 
ed men; cuenthe very flowre of the reſt |:/hatrhey are 
VAine, 

111. Heere parents,and al they who ſtand char-! 


' 


, 


gedwith the education of youth , muſt remember | 
their dutic. The heart of man in generall,the heart | 
of all mankinde,is (trangely,and ftrongly wicked.E-' 
veninchchearrota young chilic, as Salemon ſaics,' 
there is a bundel, and packe of folly laid vp. And as' 
Moſes \aies, the thoughts of mans heart are cuill c- 
ven from his childhood. This corruption then of | 
nature mn{t be ſubdued berimes,elte iewill growto | 

? that! 
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\thathcad, rhat itrwill be incurable.Laake what all, 
& dexterity isrequired to tame a wild beaſt, which 

had need bee gone about very earely , whiles it 1s 
bur alittle whelpe,the ſame,nay tar greater isrequi- 
redtotame and mecken this wild, this woluith, and 
lioniſh nature of ours,that it may become tractable 
to Gods hand. 

I V. This ſerues to take awaythe excuſe which is 
(ſorife in the mouthes of many,that when they ſwear 
| ſpeake vainely or dootherwile amiſle,yer they haue | 
as good hearts as the belt. VVhar is the reaſon then | 
they haue ſo bad tongues ? Out of the aboundance of 
| the beart the mouth ſpeaketh. \Vhen 1 ice the ſmoake 

comming out at the topot the chimney, ſureI am 
thereis ſumefire on the hearth. \Vhenthe flouds of 
| corruptio come guſhing out at thy cics,cars,hands, 
; mouth, there muſt needes be a fountaine within in 
; thy heart, Foritis the heart thar is originally euill, 
| And therefore excellently Salomon , haning delcri- 
| bed the wickedneile of ſome mens cics, mouthes, 
feere,hands, at laſt,giuing the realon thereof, ſaies, F:-2M 
| Lewa things arein bu heart. And in another place! | 
; hauing ſaid, the thoughts of the wickg are abhomnina- |  \, 
' t10n tothe Lord; he addeth by way of oppoſition but | P09. 15-3*, 
' the wordes of the pure are picaſant. The oppoſition | 
ſeemedrathertorequirethathe (ſhould have ſaide, | 
| But the $howghts. But by this kind of oppoſition S4- | 
'lomon would tcach,that the wordes of our mouthes 
'are according to the thougnts of our hearts. And 
therefore itis 1d|c togalke of aclcan hart, when thou 

 baſt a toule mouth. 

V. This teacheth vs a right method in the pra- 
cc | 
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ile of repentance. That muſt firſt bee reformed, | 


which was firſtdeformed. Now as we haue ſhewcd | 
the heart is originally euill, rhatis, the treaſury and | 
 ſtore-houſe of wickedneſſe. Therefore the firſt | 
' thing in repentance, muſt be che rinſing and « lean- 
ſing ofthe hearc. If finnc had beg\inne 11 thy our- | 
; ward man, then ſhould thy retormation allo. But 
' Eves heart was poyſoned betore her eye. And there- 
| fore | do not ſo well like their aduite, that with men 
| mrepentanceto beginne with outward abſtinence | 
| from ſinne ,as the eaſier,and lo by degrees to come | 
| to the inward mortification of it, Hee were an vn- 
 {kilfull Phyſition, that when the headach is cauicd 
| by the diſtemperatureof the ſtomack, would apply 
outward remedies to the head, before hee had pur- | 
ed the ſtomacke, where lies the matrer that icedes 
the Ciſeaſe. The heart as our Saujour reacheth,is an 
evil] creaſurie furcharged with the fuperfluities of al 
' wickedneſſe,and hence owes corruption,and hath | 
' acontinvall eruption in the ourward man. So that | 
1t is impoſſible,the outward man, or ations thereof 
| ſhould bee reformed, as long as the heart remaines 
| ynpurged. Things in themſclues good, comming yet 
from an vncleane heart,are naught. Therefore S:- 
' lomon excellently ſaies, that not onely the pride of 
wicked menseies, and hearts, bur even tl;cir very 
'\ Plowing,that 1s, whatſoever they do in things lawful 
| as eating , drinking, ſleeping, yea inthe leruiceot 
God,is /znnc. Liſten we then rather to the Prophets 
hacer =avcys hah. waſh trin@hea't, andtothe A- 
poſiles, Cleanſe your harts you {mners. Let none think 
| they are reformed enough when they have brought 
their 
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greater, by reaſon thar ſinne in them is fare oreater 
een in 415 t Ilitrength,and vigor : butin tlie godly 

Wanc 15 1$1t Were vemndedin thehead, ani crazed | 
ache! brane, and folefle able ro deceive. Tie crip- | 
ture c2l:s{hmnemth e godly the 1d mar, Now olde ' 


— 


men thatirercady to dote for age are twice clul- 


&ren, and haven: great ſtore of craf. | 
ri 45 mult ceach vs, as we defire in theprofethion | 
c: rch;gion, not eceined by our owne hearts, | 


oO pugetorinſe,andrenew tl;em daily by repen- | 


rance ot fer gr Eleaf finnc to bee harboured | | 


-INC GE dteiue! 
vs inthe end, whar' cu. Es our profeſſion of rcligi- | 
Jon. In14s may be an exampleto vs, His hart was an | 
| euill hart, a coverous hart,cuen inthe greateſt heat | 
[of his following Chriſt , and preachins the worde. 
Thercfore alio it proued a deceittull hare, and at laſt 
betrayed him to the hands of that fearciull tinof 
betraying his Maſter. Neither is there any other 
'reaſon why thoſe forward , and feruent ones 1n the | 
| paradle of rhe {tony grovnd fall away,burthe Want 
\ of a 200d an honeſt heart. wich o: nely they that are | 
bg xedby t! helaſt kind of cround, have. For as an ' 
| honeſt man will nor decciuc another , with whom, 
| ſoncither wil an honeft hart deceiue the mai lim- 
ſelec, inwiom itis. This was the reaſon that 7ha- 
k * and ortertheirfirs of goclinefſe did not laſt, 
| | decaule there wasno true change oi theirnaughty, 
| ard Corrupt he2rts. Remember weethenthe Ape 
| [tles warning, Take heede leaſt there boeimou an en: 
(he eart to depart awe from t; e min? God \Nhere there 
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is an vnſound heart, there will be Apoſtacie in the 
end,whartſocuer ſhowes be made. For an ewl hart 
is alwaics adeceitfull hearr. 

Again this mit further teach vsnotto truſt them 
in whom wee doe dilcerne an euiland vaſound hart, 
let their outward ſhows be neuer fo glorious. For an 
ewll heart will deceine the man himſlelfe in whome 
it 15, much more will it deceiue others. How now 
can any manſately repoſe any coniidence in an vn- 
regenerate frien«!: , or ſeruant, whoſe hearts are e- 
uill, and vnrenewed, though otherwileneuer {o ci- 
uilly honeſt?Whar afTurance can | haueofhim,that 

h ath none oft himſelfe > Or how ſhould [ thinke hee 
' will not deceiue me,who in the end muſt needes de- 
| cctue him{elte? 


Cnar.XXVII. 


Of the vnſearchablenes of the heart, and of (ixe notes 
to diſcouer it by, 


F the two former illuſtrations of the hearts de 
| ceirfulneſle,the 2rextneſſe of it,thar it 15 decert- 
| full abone all things, and the cauſe of itthat itis we: k- 
ed, we hauc ſpoken: The third illuſtration followes, 
Waich is from the »nſearchableneſſe of it. Who can 
know it? that is few,or none,canknownot onely o- 
thers, but not their owne hearts . 
ObiefF. This may ſeeme to be againſt that of the | 
Apoſtle, N# m:n knoweth what & in man, ſent God an 4 
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thouphis, pur poſes, an \ddelires, but the frame and 
! 1otion of his heart hee knowes not, nor yer al. 
waties the qulincs of thole thoughts, wether they 
trend, Waatiecretdeccithes,and lmkes 1nthem.He 
thin&Cs that] ao vt 
ththe errors of ht, 

Le? Agittaroth will the eye, Whici fecing cher 
25S hees not; tele, norticface herein ititan 
ntl, tots it with our hearts, knowing o:hcrtiiings, 
Ver inoran of tliemicines, {tranger s athome. We 
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ow ſtretch we out our plumes? how deſpiſe wee 0- 
thers in regard of our ſelues > when yer, if wee 
thoroughly ſaw the cloſe corruptions of our owne 
hearts, wee ſhouldthinke the worſt better then our 
ſelues. Y ca inour very a hang, 5 God,how 
farre are we from the true humbling, bowing , and 


m— 


we ſaw and felrour pouerty and miſcry, wee ſhould 
ſpeake toGod,as the poore beggerly wretch doth to 
the rich man. T he peore man, (auth Salomon, ſpeaketh 
[-pplications. When a man comes abroad with his 
face tull of ſpots, itis a ſigne that heknowesnot of 
chem, that he didnor vie the looking glaſle, before 
{he came our. A farre more cercainetigne itis, that 
as yet we haue notinthe law ſceenethe faces of our 
hearts, when we can ſo boldly, & impudently come 
both into Gods, and mans preſence,with groſle cor- 
ruptions vnwaſhen out.VV hen /obſaw,in Gods glo- 
ry,aSin a glaſſe,hisowne corruption, how was hee 
preſently meckened? then hee lates the handon the 
mouth, abhorres himſelfec in duſt, and aſhes, and vi- 
lifies himſelfe tothe full. Peter alſo vpon like occa- 
ſion cries out, Depart Lord from me 1 -m a ſinfal' man. 
according to our humvlry is our knowledge of our 
ſclues. The more we {ee our corruption, the greater 
will be our humility. When Pas/\aw the hlthy pud- 
dle of concupiſcenſethat was in him , then was hee 
throughly taken downe indeede. Before,he ſeemed 
[tobe aliueto himſelfe, but this fo gaſtly a fight of 
| the filthy viſage of hisown hart as ar his firſt conuer- 
({f10n it almoftſtroke him dead,ſo long after it made 
him cry our, Jam carnall, Miſ rable man that 1 aw. 
S 1 Ou 
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proſtrating our ſpirits before the Lord. Whereas if | 


Pro,t?.27 


Iob.41.5.6. 


' Luc.s.8. 
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| Our great pride therfore argues great 1gnorace, our 
| lircle humilitybur lictle knowledge of our own harts. 
| Th:wſe. 1. Let vsnot beare out our ſelues too 
much vpon any mans iudgement. For it wee know 
not our {elues, and ſo may bee deceiucd in our 
| 'ſelues, muchleſſe then can others know vs, and 
| fo farre more eaſily may they bee deceiued in vs. 
liudge not my ſelſe,laith the Apoſtle, for though 1 
k;ow nothing by my ſelfe, yet am 1 not thereby tuſtified, 
| Hethat indgech me is the Lord, who is greater then 
our harts. Eucn the beſt haue many lecret faults, 
which they ſpic not, and therfore haue necdto pray, 
: Lord clenſe vs from our ſecret ſins, Though our owne | 
hearts condemne vs not, yet may wee not plealcour | 
ſelues thercin, but ſtill cread we the ſecret deceit of | 
' our harts, ſo vaſt gulfes, that the bottome can hard- 
ly be founded, As Socrates in reading a booke gaue 
this cenſure, thoſe things which I vaderſtood, were 
good, [o alſo, I thinke , were thoſe things | vader- 
ſtood not:1o in iudging of our hearts con:rarily,thart | 
which!haue found our, and do diſcerne in my heart | 
| is exceeding ill, ſo 1 thinke is that alſo, which as yet | 
| I doe not d:\{cerne. By that l:ttle,wee haue alrcadie | 
| found out,ſhould we 1udge vithe reſt. 
| IT. Heere is comfort tor Gods children,who ſce-| 
| ing their owne cortuprions are exceedingly caſt 
| downe, and affrighted with fo fearefull aſight, Bur | 
{we mult learne to diſtinguiſh berweene corruption 
| ſcene,and the ſeerng of corruption, The corruption 
' which we ſec oftereth matter of diſcomfort: but the 
} ſceing of corruption yecldeth great comfort. For 
| heere the Prophettellethivs,that no man can know 
it, 
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it, namely of himſelfe,and by the light of his owne | 
reaſon onely. An argument therefore, that God. 
hath annointed thy cies with ſpiritual] eyc-faluc, 

| when he hath thus inabled thee toſee thy owne cor- | 
ruption. Comfort thy (elte then in this work of Gods 
mercy, and aflure thy ſelfe that that God, who hath 
giuen thee toſee,wil giue thee allo in time, to ſub- 
duc thy ſeen and diſliked corruptions. 

ITI. This muſt ceach vsto trauell with our owne 
hearts, in bringing them ro a fight of their own cor-| 
| ruptions. If we be admoniſhed of ſome man, with | 

| whom we conuerſe, thathe is falſc and hollow, how | 
' will wee labourto finde him out, and detett him? 
' The Scripturehath giuen vs warning of our owne 
| hearts, that they are deepe and deceittull beyond al | 
| meaſure. Doth it notthen ſtand vs in hand tolabor 
| to finde out this deceit, and wickednefle? Vhat a 
| ſhameis this,that man, who flies vpintothe heuens, 
' and deſcends downe into the deeps, and knowes all 
other things, ſhould yet onely nor know himſclfe ? 
that he (ſhould dig inthe belly of the earth for gold 
and filuer,and ſhould not digge in hisowne heart to 
purge outthe drofle, which hath corrupted all chat | 
gold,which grew there at the firſt ? | 

Heere none may diſcourage himſelfe with theſe | 

words,who c49 know 1? torthey argue not an vtter | 
impoſſibility , but an exceeding difhiculty. VWhich | 

ſhould ſharpen our deſires, and indeuours, for the 
| getting of this knowledge. | 


For tirſt, there are certaine diſcoueries , whereby 

| euen others may come to the knowledge of our 

| hearts, inſome meaſure. And ſecondly, inthe word 
| Y 4 of 
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of God there are infallible notes, whereby exami- 
ning our harts,we our ſelues may know them, when 
others cannot ſo well. 

For the firſt. There are ſixe more eſpeciall means 
of triall,and diſcouery of our hearts. 

1. Isthe revelation of Gods word, whether the law 
or Goſpell. t or whereas corruprion lay aſlcepe in 
vs before, the ſound of the word awakens, aid inra- 


the a6;nonirions, and rebukes of the word, then the 
in'quity of Ephraim was diſconered, \aith the Pro- 
phet. Before the Law came, Paul felt ſinne more 
quiet, as if it had beene dead : butſaies he, when the 
law came, then [ine revived. The like our Saviour 
ſhews ofthe Goſpell,that when it comes,irſers men 
rogether by the cares,only becauſe it worketh vpon 
their corruption,which being by this meancs cxal- 
perated,ſhewes itſeltfe. 

2. Is affi(t0n,both priuate and perſonall, as alſo 
publique in the perfecution of the Church. The ſea, 
when itis calme wether,is as ſti]] and quiet as any r1- 
uer : but let the windes once riſe, and you ſhall ice a 
difference. Then you ſhall ſce nothing butraging, 
and ftorming & foaming out mire and dirt. [n peace 
wicked mens corruptions lye hid, then they wil car- 
ric themſelues to God andinan, more moderately : 


gesit. Whey 1 would hane healed Iſrael , namely by 


butler God lay affliction onthem, and then, as Sa- 
than fallly charged /ob, ſee if they will nor ſpir the| 


| very poiſon of their blaſphemy in the face of God| 


| himlelfe. Yea the regenerate man himſclfe would | | 


| hardiy thinke there were ſo much infidelity. impati- 
; ency, frowardneſſe,rebellion,faint-heartedneslouc 


[ 
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| 
of the worlde, and ſuch hke corruptions, as hee ſhall | 
finde and feele by experience inthe day of aftlicti- | 
on. Therefore doth awes call afflictions temprati- |, . 
ons, becauſe they icrue torrye vs, whatisinvs, and | 
| rodiſcouer the hidden corruption of our hearts. As 
Moſes tellech the l{raclires, God therefore humbled De 8. :. 
them with wanrt,to proue them , and toknow what | 

| wasin them, that is, to make knowen. Heere was | 

the triall of 4bra/1ms {ound heart, when God laide | 

that croſſe vpon him, that greeuous commaunde- | 

ment of killing his onely ſore with his owne hands. | Sal 
| Now 1 know;ſaith God, thou feareſt me,that is,as 1u- Py hon 
en expounds it, Now | haue made it known. For | «re 964 fucur 


' $-04 w4note|- 


God is ſaid to know,when he makes vs toknow,and | 


| cave. Opus Om 


inſuch PRE , heetels vs of hisowne working of | «4b, 4:19» 
knowledge in vs, not of his owne knowledge. So we | #929 tmmon (+4 


Derm perks 


ſay aioyfull dey, and [ad weather, only becaule of the | 1.,,,..,...; 
effeas in vs. For didnot God know before that 4- | «(ror +. 


brah:m feared him? yes well enough. But Abreham #7066 1þf0 vey 


gangteil le, Te. 
Oo 


| did not know it before ſo clearely, and certainly. For | 4:»em dic, 
by meanes of this triail hee came to know himſelte, | 745 2n6-ntes 


{ 16s fact, Sic 


For vſually man thinketh he can doe that which in- | 1, gncfere 
deede he cannor, and contrarily. It is then as if God | <4» 94ente 


| cornelc ene; n08 


' ſhould haue ſaid, Now [ haue made the world, and | "nun" 
thine owne conſcience know thou teareſt me : Now | lr. 2% ac cog- 
[ haue giuen thee a thorough trial of rhe integrity | "©" 57 
of thine owne heart. Heere alfo was the trial of /obs | Es 
| good heart. Though in his proſperity he had tria!] of | «2-91 ,9u- 
it by his :nany good workes, whereinhe was as rich | [7,0 
4 as 11 his other riches, yet wee ſee howil inderoufly | + » 1 gae.s 
the Dinell umpeached it as mercenary , Do#h 10% | _ 6 
[ere Go.' for nowghrt, Therefore chat he might haue , ; {:9/c,. 
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a more thorough proote of his integritic, all his 


' how meeke, how patient was he ? no - vemyreg 


outward proſperity was taken from him. And then 


no grudging, bur, the Lortl hath ginen,and taken, blej- 
ſed be his name. He did not then lay ( as Chrylo- 
{tome excelicntly notes ) How {hall the poore do, 
that were wont to beclothed with the fliece, and 
to be fed with the fleth of my cartle ? It not tor my 
ſake, yer for ſuch poore ones my flocks might haue 
becne ſpared. And ſo Jebes graces ſhined more 
glorioutly , when his houſes were ouertkrowne, 
then when the doores ofthem were ſet open tor the 
poore toenter in ; when his flockes were ſtollen 
trom him, then when the poore were {uſteyned by 
them. For then he [ſhewed loue to men - but now 
he ſhewed a more ſpeciall kinde of loue,and obedi- 
ence to God. Foras in the Olympicke games the 
people might farre betrer iudge of the feature, and 
elegancie of the fen(ers bodies, when they were na- 
ked, then when their cloathes were on : {ſo may we 


— 
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then belt iudge of our ſelues, when God hath ltript| 
vs ſtarke naked ofall the garments ot our outward | 
glory, and proſperity. | 
But a farre moreexcellent triall are che common 
afflitions of the Church in perſecution. For as | 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of hereſies, ſo is it true allo of 
perſecutions, that they muſt needes be, that the appro- | 
wed may be made knowne. To this purpole excellent 
5 the ſpeach ofold Saxcon tothe Virgin, That childe | 
is appomted for 4 fione to bee ſpoken againſt that the | 
thoughtes of many beartes may be opened. Therefore | 
Chrift muſt be contradited, and oppoſed by the | 


high; 
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high prieſtes and gouernours of tae people, that ſo 
the hidden hypocrifie of thoſe which before tol- 
lowed him , and cried 0/amme, might bedetetted, | 
as alſo choſetheir peruerle, and vnlound thoughts | 
ot cleauing to Chritt, it he had prooued a tempor: all 
| King, and had brought temporall telicity. Loe 
| then a knite ro open the heartes beliy , the knite ot 
| perſecution. Here was the triall of Nicedermus, and 
loſeph of Arimathes, with whom it fared in their at | 
| tection to Chrilt, as with 19/eh the ſonne of lacob | 
in his affection to his brethren. VW hen he ſaw them : 
inanguiſh, and diltreſſe, then hee could conccale | 
| | his attection no longer, bur cryed out, 1 am Joſeph 
| your brother. Fox abroth '& (aith Salomon, is born: 
| for aduer/ity Namely , then to diſcouer his affecti- | 
on, ifhe have: any. So when theſe two ſaw the vn- | 
| uſt, and cruell dealings of the prieſtes with Chr. it 
their elder Brother, chen, though before they were | 
but cloſe dilciples and one could hardly tell what | 
| to make ofthem, yer then they manitefted them-| 
| ſelues, then their louc, their zcale, and hearty afte- 
| ion to Chrilt brake torth. For as $4/9men Gilco- 
 uered the true Mother trom the falſe, by taking a 
wo ord, to cutte the childe in two ; {o doe perſecu- | 
' tours diſcouer true children of the Church trom | 
falſe, when by the (word of perſecution they {trike | 
{at their Mother, O there bee many of vs in theſe 
| daies of peace, that make great ſhowes. \Vhen the ; 
| fanne comes, it thall appeare whether we be chafte, | 
| or wheate. The houſe built on the fand caries as | 
good aſhow,as the houſe built on the rocke,and in 
acleare ſunſhine day gliſters as gallantly : bur the | 
| windes, | 
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Pro. 15,15. 


_——_— -_ — ———— I EIIENEN ———  —— 


-—— 


Chap. 206. 


| 
by 


OI ts, 


The deceirfulneſſe of mans beart. 


windes, and tempeſts whenthey are vp, will quick- 
lie ſhew-the difterence. When a ſeruing man fol- 
lowes two men walking together , we cannot tell 
who is his maifter, till they part : ſo when the Goſ- 
pell,and outward proſperity go together,it is hard 
ro iudge,whether of them we tollow, til God make 
a (eperation ofrhem by perſecution. A wolte may 
teyne himſelte to bea {leepe, by wearing a {heepes 
Skinne: bur let his fliece bee lhorne, it will neuer 
grow againe, and thereby he will ealily bee diſco- 
uered to be no true ſheepe. For the true ſheepes 
wooll will growe againe after ſhearing. And fo 
will Chriftes ſheepe, after they haue beene ſhorne 
by perſecution. Soa parret can counterfeite mans 
voyce; butler it be beaten, and chen it will tall co 1t 
owne naturall voyee. 

Now as by aMigion we may iudge of our harts 
tor the time preſent, what they are, ſo allo for the 
rime 70 come, what they wil be. Fortmpatiency in pre- 
[ent aduerſity, argues there wilbe im/olency in future 


—_— 


proſperity ;and fo diſcouers that deceit, whereof we 
ſpake, namely, that, if we were in a more plentifull 


' and richereltate, we ſhould be better, then now 


we Arc. 


Diſcouery,' 


Triall is by profterity, nothing inferiour tothe | 


PA former by adverſity. For as ſome like ſnailes puſh | 
out their hornes, till they be touched - fo others | 
with 70nathan followe chaſe well , till they come | 
where honyis. Nay many there are whom afHli- / 
ion hath not detected, that peace and proſperity 
hath. The parable, of the ſunne and the winde, | 
is knowne. Some of thoſe in Lucene Maries 


daies, 
who | 


ba 


| 


| 
| 


' 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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who kept their garments of | t. ith, and 200d con- | 
| Grams talt on, tor all the [hiking of the boiſterous 


| windes, which then raged moſt 1 hercely , yertaiter-, 
| ward, by the flattering raics ofthar ſiveet lunthine, 


wW hich tullowed, were tiſcd to vnbutten them- 
ſclues, and throw oft tneir coats , at leait ro weare 
them more looſely ; How chalt was Daw in his at- 
flictions { Ifan kundred Batlhebae; had then mer | 
him, in the wilderictle, he would not muci me 
beene mooucd. Burt we know, atterward , wien | 
he was at retiin his kingdome how tearctully hec 

was foyled. So that, th: Ir which once thole women | 
| ſangot Sul,and Danid, by way of 10y and congra- | 


| by way of nournng, and lamentarion. Adueriity | 
AT Mayen hs to: ſands, proſperity ten thou- | 
ſands. Theletwo of all others are the ſorclt trial: | 


| 
| and hauc Breltct t>rce of deteting ; ſpecially | 
| Wien they come both together, as 1n the thice 


Cl uaren; Wi at 0! ie, were trycd, both by the 
{we 2ctnelic ofttiic mu'tcke, to iachant their ſenlcs, | 


ang k Y thc rerr OUT ot the i iIrc, C9; pon 41to0- L 
| ' - 4 \ 9 | 
n:(h clicir hearts. _ {0 haue many holy \ar- 

tyres bcen tried boch w res, both by the threate- | 


[ Nit 195, and by th ie fi aſs are promiſes oftheir | 
| 4due Cries, Contrary toth t{od eau incharve 


to Liban, to {peake neither c./! nov 09d to Libob, 
rat is neicher by la.'e: Y. not F, to 20 abGut 9 | 
»mm,; tm backe ac ne. And {us gnoneth n Ka-| 
'& {UUNJNEC Inge. de, wat! 1n botainele trans | 
)ICTRCN WC CAN AC: jUIT OUY 16/4155 \> 10 toe Bap- | 


LLIR neitnger DUCCTOIMmE v it; 13 's erods 2 ON, nor W'Tk | 
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the peoples conceiting of him to bee the Mefliah. 
In Paxland Barnabas allo,(tanding out both againit 
the propoſterous affection of the Zycaomans when 


they would haue deitied them, and againit their 


diuelith rage when they would have ſtoned them, 
In Daniel likewiſe, whom neither the Lioms den,nor 
che kings fauors & honors could any whit corrupt. 


Good gold, put it into the fre, and there it wil be 


urged, and refined : into the watcr,and there like- 
wiſeit will ſhine brighter. So a good man when 
heis in the furnace of affliction, there he will leaue 
much of his drofle behind him : and when he flou- 


ritheth in outward bleilings,they together with his 


inward graces {halbe as a jewell hunge vpon a gol- 
 denearing, hewill veritie Salomons proucrbe, The 
 crowne of wiſe men ts their riches. But the vnſounde 


| Chriſtian is ike to clay.It will quickly be ſcorched, 
'anddriedvpinthehre ; and it will ſome melt a- 


A 


way, and bee diflolued in water. As attiition 
would diſcouer his infidelity, diſtruſt in God, im- 
patience, rebellion &c, ſo a proſperous and flou- 


 riſhing eſtate will bewray his pride, inſolency,con- 


tempt of, and cruelty againſt his poore brethren, 


| belides his-wantonneſle, voluptuouſnes, vncleane- 


'nefle ;all winch lay ſmothered in afflition , like as 


| 


' many corruptions, as cruclty, ambition, luxury, 
[ 


poylon doth inthe ſnake, while he is benummed 
with cold. Leta man handlea ſnake then, and hee 
{hall notfeele his ſtinge ; ſo one would thinke it 
were a harmeles creature. But bring him to the hire, 
and then touch him when he is well warmed, and 
thou ſhalt know hee hath a ſtinge. So oftentimes 


are 
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| the cold ot pouerty, obſcurity, and other ſuch like 


| pin. h:ng crofles. DF! 2er wickedneilc 1Sanintolded, 
and implicite w:ckednetic;lke lome pettilent truite 


In the ud, or bird in tlic thell. Bur let the heate, 


thority once open away to their wickedneſle , and 
| furnilh then w ith meanes, and occalions ot doing 
| wickediy, and then they will vntold their naughti- 
neſlc at larze, and tully ſhewe themſelucs what 
they are. 
was King,and inthe firit beginninges of the king- 


{41d thar Saul reigned but two yeares, becauſe, after 
the two hrft yeares, though hee held the goner- 
ment [til] in his handes, his deceittull heart was dil- 
| couered and he did no longer reigne, but tyran- 
| nize. So was it with Neco alſo tor the firſt tive 
| yeeres, whom rulcand domination diſcouered to 


| areas it were benummed, and trozen in men with ' 


the war.nth, the {unſhine of honour, riches, au- | 


\V hat.an humble man was Saul before he 


dome? but afterward, being confirmed in his king- 
dome, whata tyrant proued hee. Theretore it 15 |. 


' 


Pairs monſter ot nature. So truly 1s it faid \that | 


in placeol ru'e and goucrnment a man will guick- 
licthew himlclfe what ke is. 

the braine : and hard mente the fttomacke. When 
we cannot d:inke of the wine of outward tclicity, 


Strong drinke ti y eth | 


| but we grow drunken, & giddy-headed, and begin | 


When we know not how to 47. '£ Our telicity , but 
it cauſeth a kinde of windinefle, ariiing and Gve!- 
lingofp 1de and amb te min ur minge:, this a 
gueth exceed:ng 2 eu imbeciliic Y 3 
thus is it with molt The y ire vituc 


i play reakes, it is a gne we |) we wee braynes. 
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| to the 1tHlited & hurch 01 God. 


| perity with the foreſt trials of perſecution. 2he) 


In 
| 


- —— — 


ADUN 
trucily iceturne that anfwerc, 


dince of riches and honours , they migh t | 
Teli thoumwet a 
{ be, whats " ineticct i5a5 much ! 
4s cruc!l; _-_ Lion. 
Ib: 315 an cuident difcouc y of a corrupt hearts 
\ ow 45 the emoyment, loa'to ihe POLICY, and ; 
a0pe of imtoying thele outward proiite>, and pleca- | 
{ure15no fmall trill. Many can no to he:trc 
[weete wordes, and flattering promics of preter- 
ment, and promotion, as it were the me 
Nebncvadnoaors mluruments X but, OUCcr | 
with they pre! cently tall downe, and worliup tne | 
Babylomih 1dol. Demers though he had contunucd | 
awhile in ſuffering with Paul, yet when the word | 
tkeattrumper preſented | her iſe inall herglory to | 
his eye, bewitched with her beauty , hee ict Part, | 
and the hopes ctthe world to come, and gr 
| 


mee 1! 
That thou 1 ou!:, 


1 


}NCTC 


}MIC O! 


COIMmCTiINCres» | 


this preſent world. Moſes contrarily , though hee 
mizhteanly haveaduaunced himſc: J bein; gth 1C 4- 
of -pted ſonne otthe Kinge of Agyptes daughter, 
ver h erelinquithed ail his hopes 1m the Court, and | 
torſooke all his pothbilities ot preterment,, & claue | 
Amonoet! ic ma 
ay griguous trials of thoſe worthies in ttc on! d te-| 

| ſtament, it 15 worth the m: king ; n01y TNC Apoſtle | e| 
' hath 1tovncd together the tria] by the ofter ot prol-| | 

were ſtoned, they were howwen a [unter , they were temp- | | 
'tcd, they were fiamewith the ſword. Loc how the A- 

' poitle rankes tt: erempting, and alluring wordes of 

' theaduerlaries, promiling the martyres, il they 


x 
«1 +I? | 
TEST \%. 


— 
———_ <> —_—_—_—_—_— 


—— 


tu 


1hbe decenfulneſſe of mans heart. 


among their bloudy, and boiſterous deedes, how 
he yoaks their tyſing congues, with their terrifying 
ſtones, ſawes, ſwordes. It thenin ſuch a caſe we can 
ſay with Daviel, O king keepe thy giftes to thy ſelfe, and 
with the figg-tree, and olue, /noald / kane my [weet- 
neſſe, my fatn:ſſe toreigne, it tor the conſcience ofthe 
truth we can neglect proterd prohtes, the triall is 
as ſound, as if wee had indured the tortures of 


hard for a hypocrite {o to cary himſelte, but at 
ſomerimes, or other, he thall doe, or ſpeake ſome- 
thing, which inno fort can ſtand , or conſort with 
his thowes of godlineſſe. Though luſt, coueroul- 
neſſe, and other of his (innes are neuer fo cloſely 
couched within in his heart,and he make faire ſem- 
blance ofa.chatt, and contented mind, yer he wilt: 
be blurting out now and then, ſome wordes, or o- | 
| ther, which may yeeld ſhrewd ſufpitions,and pre- 
| [mprions of his vaſoundnefle, or elſe his very ge- 
 ſtures, and countenance wilt bewray rextagr' 4.4 
; ven out of theſe ſmaller things greater may bee ga- 
'thered. As the verbal lic,or lic ofthe mouth is diſ- 
| couered by the diſagreement of the liars mouth 
with it lelte; whence we fay liars. bad neede haue 
good memories, leaſt the latrer part of their tale 
contrary the former : ſo alſo is the reall lie, the lic 
which the hypocrite telleth in ſome of the ations 
| of his life, earying a bow of godlineſſe by thedif: 
agreement of hys lik with it ſelfe. For do but com- 


would recant, abundance of thele carthly thinges, | 


the racke. 
IV. Triall is by the «equality of cariage. It WF, Diſcouery 


pare oneaRion with another , one part of his life 
Z with? 
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| openamong fuch wherethey are Gaily connerfiinr, 
--} Thisthemwisd foreprodbouta founde hext'; whet!! 


| The deceitfubreſſe of mans beart. 


[with anovher; his.cariage he heere with his cariage 

| there, and you thatl ſcerthey agrecihke haspe,, and 

harrowe.: Chus was Sarnon Mages dilcoucred. Phi- 
liprooke himtora good Chrittian, becauſe of his | 
 bapriſme, protethion, hearing &c., Bur all theſe | 
| wereafrerward.prooned ro belies, becauſe of the | 
contradiction ofthoſe wordes, Hereis money for | 
thegiftes of the holy Ghoſt. Thele things do not | 
wellagreeg rabeabaptitsd, to profeſle, to ioyne! 
| ones (clte with the Church ; and to delire (pirituall | 
aces forlucres fake. Aftcr chen Peter had once 
| heard thoſe words come from him , hee {melt him | 
|  0urprelently, Away,thy heart 13 not vpright, Thos | 
| ©. ftalbm be galt of e. 'Fhus many'in (one | 
; companies are holy ,:& conuerling with their bet- | 
ters cary themſelves welty/burin other companies, | 
| or conuerang with theirequals, or inferiours ; are | 


| | riothing the (amermen.: Some dmodyt ftrangers,by. | 


their {peaches and cariage, forthetime purchaſea-! 
| 000dDpinion, who'yer palpably lay themfelues' 


| wewalkewnh fo cnena-tyore, rhar , howſoever' it 
cannot be, but we muſt baue experience of humane; 
| trai'ry, yer we never break our imtoduch wicked & ' 
| verkfull courſes of falthood / wmulbice ar Math lkee;” 

| whith doe giverhely to all:owrformer profeſron” 
| and praiſe, becauſe theycannor ftande in any lort 

with the truth of religion. Nay rarher in our pir- | 
ticular actions we foraryour ſelugs} that neat” 
, on may bee as it were a commentary to interpret 

= lincerity of the cn , incaſe there might bee | 


occafon 


— 
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ED x; The deceirfitneſſe-of mans hears, 


rethinqfibſe mimftery that ſiapticate@totheiudges 


occafioh todoubr thereof. As Chryloltome no- | 


| Bar hole that fad ofeted diſprate rorhe Emperors 


and ſþtike ronndly to theny : bur-when oncethey | 


. | becamtflexible;ind yeelded to theit requett, then 
! they Riſdowne, 2nd kifſed their kriees,and handes, | 
abundantly (hewing both true courage, and botd- | 
| neſs, and true meekeneſle, and mildnefle;: Here | 

both'thar ations were 454- commentary ,icach ty | 
orher. Did any man donbe of their jiberty. of | 
| . 
; ſpeach}, whether it were- nor malapert-{aucineſlc, 
and preſumption 2 Their. humibry in kiffitg the! 
| Iudges knees was enangh to free ittrom thar tulpi- 
' ci8n. *Againe might their humbling of themfelues 
at the magiſtrates feete feeme to ſaudur ot rep bale, 
; and ſeruilea ſpirit ? Theirformer,trulv mynitteriall, | 
| boldnefſe ſufficiently-alſo acquitted xhetn of this | 
' imprrtarion, 'Thus'when rhere is 1d fivcete mpro- 
; portion, and goodly.a harmony betwixt our acti- | 
ons, thatthey are fo farrefrom'contuting,: orcon- | 

\ founding dneanother; thar:they# anſwereione tor | 

'Ajother, itſtifie,an@approut oheanother; this is a 
"p00drriall ofvur vptightnes indeede.! 

5 Is when thoſe are taken away, whichareour 


ſtatues.” When the Indges:ſeemed more dithcalt, | 
thenthey vſet zreatliberty,and boldnes ot tpeach, 


b 4 - 
F !Iilconmemry,}! 


| Cn goP ,and \tryes to vphold vs 1ngodli- R m»cuall off 
4 


"nefle- It 


hen we, whoPpyorm pure, ed backe;, it 
. argterh vnſoundneffe! This were-the {{raclires | 


| deteted by M+/e+ his tiBfence inmthemonnte. . For || 


F 


7 
our cite ff | 
+ ſtains it ond 
* " 


uncle. 


| tHen they feſtto idotitty: So mabwasn good king | \ "717 


| as long as Ichorada lined'; bur aftee his dearh hee 
| NR Ta IF; lhewed 


It 


| 


j Philip. 1. 37. 


"ls decertfulneſſe of mans heart. 
ſhewed himſelfe what he was. Soalfo the Iraclites 


. | while God continued a good iudge amonge them 


werein ſome good order ; yet when the wage was 
dead, they returned and dia worſe then therr fathers. And 
ſo all the time of Jo&waes goucrnement, and the 
goodelders, that ſuruiucd /e/24, they kept them- 
ſelues within ſome compaile. But together with 
them died all the Iſraclites goodneſlſe. Anaher ge- 
neration aroſe, which knew not the Lord, So ſtrangely 
were they changed. And ſo wee ſee it is 1n many 
places from whence the powerfull miniſtery hath 
departed ; how many that betore (cemed very reli- 
gious haue then growen looſe, and licencious. 
Children of good hope, vnder good parents, and 
gouernours, have afterward prooued moſt vngra- 
cious, and vngodly wretches, Sober, and modeſt 
maides vnder the \traiter gouernement of parents, 
comming vnder the milder gouernement of huſ- 
bandes, haue prooucd but bad wiues. And good 
wiues,during the watchtull eye of the carefull, and 


wild, and wanton widowes, So man _—_— 
out ofreligious families into ciuill, 7 SE of ciui 
into prophane, haue left behind them all their reli- 


and diflolure. Here then will be a good triall of our 
ſoundneſle, if in the abſence and loſſe of our go- 
vernors we ſtill continue the ſame that in cheir pre- 
ſence, performing that which Pas wiſherh the 
Philipprans, namely that whether he came among 


them, or wereabſent from. them , yet they would 
; ſtill bold out in their good courſes. 


6 Trial 


—— 


conſcionable busband, haue proucd afterward but | 


gion, and ciuility , and growne openly prophane, | 


—_— 


Ih- deceuful eſſe of mans heart. 


are inwardly tul: ot corruption - but they ſhewe it 
not,only tor wanc of occalton. Asatull veſſell,vn- |, 
lefle it be rapped, cannor fend forth the liquour it 
hath within. And this aſluredly is a notable triall 
ot the ſoundnefle, and diſcouery of the vnſound- 

neſlc 0t our heartes. Nothing for a man to bechaſt 
when no piouocation to vncleaneneſle ; to be tem- 


perarcataleane, and poore table, where he cannot | 
otherwi'e chuſe. Here ts the triall ot chalticy, wi acn | 
wich Zt wecan be chait in Sodome ; of temperan- | 
cy, wi.en with 77mothy wecan live temperately 1n 
4Af:4 1mong the luxurious Ephetians. Here was 
the tall of Joſephs chailiry, that though the occa- | 
Lon were 0icred | :y his owne Miltries to doethe | 
deee,um {uch fecrecy, and ſecurity, yet the tearc of 
God vucr-ruled him. Here was the triall of Dauzds 
git loyall, and taithtull heart to Seu/,that though 

he had him at theaduantage in the caue, yet hee 
(pared h13 lite. Many (ceme to be meeke and mo- 
deraie men, winlethey are well dealt with. Burlet 
ſome in1urie be oftcred them,and the contrary will 
appeare. And indecd the:c15 no triall of meekxne;, 
and patience till we be prouoxed by iniuries. Ir is 
no triail ot hdel:ty ina icruant, not to filch when 
315 Mailers eye15 On bim 5 but v = JDPOTTUNITY 
(erves his turneto play the tiicte, \ C31 C:Gzuid 
purſe his Maiters money without " K NOW 16, \C, 
then to bge faithitull 1s rrue tatclrulncile indelde,. | 
Thyzx . *ſoungnclic r cuery V CLLUEC 15 MAGE iant- | 
telt.: Þor that we are indeed wail: weare wn -crap- | 


| Z 3 tat! 312 
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6 Triall are titre occations to prouoke, and as | os ronery, 
| were tappes to giue a vent to corruption. Many 'tinel'r of oc- | 
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| The decertfulneſſe of mans beart. | 
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ration, By this meanes was ſome vnloundnes de- 
tected in Ezekiah,when in his triall by the Babylo- 
niſh embaſſadours preſence rhe Lord letthim , ro 
try him, (aith the Prophet, awd io (know) a{that ws | 
in his beart. The heart then may know tt (cite, it it | 
obſerue, how it caries it felie in temptation. Soir | 
is faid the Lord ſuffered the Cananites to remaine | 
among his owne people, to prooue them whether 
they would obey his commandements. | 

7 Triallis by our aftections, For vppon whar | 
our heart is ſer, thats our treature. Our great 1o0y 
when thinges goe current with vs in the world ac- 
cording to our heartes d.fire, and (mall ioy in| 
thinges ſpirituall,ſhew plainely what kinde of harts 
we haueto Godward : Whereas Daxzr4, becauſe he 
had made gods fauour his inheritance, reioyced 
more in it, then the worldlings in all their abun- 
dance of corne, and oyle. Our fretting likewiſe, 
and grieving attheloſle of theſe outward thinges 
is an argumentofour volyptuoulheſſe, and loue of 
earthly delights, and ihewes plainely that we haue| 
layd vppe our treaſure on earth. Whcreas 7b, be- 
cauſe he had made God his portion,could be quict 
atthe loſſe ofall at one blow. So our great anger 
for ſmall iniuries donneto our ſe'ues, and itill pati- 
ence inthe greater wronges doneto God , thewes 
whars the account we make of gods glorv. Here 
was anotabletriall of Davids (incerity ; Who was 
45 a mitideafe, dumbe,and wholy ſenſclefle at She- 
meis priuate reproches of his owne perſon : but not 
fo at Goliahs publique reuilinges of Godyand his 
Church. There how full of life and ſpirit,anl holy 


impatience: 
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| The decenfuln, ineſſe of mans heart. 


impatience did he ſhow himlclte ro bee? The like 
{might be ſhewed in our other aftetions. Ofthem 
'then take wee through norice, it wee will rightly 


'wdzcotour owne heartes. Doelt thou teele thar | | 
C rut is thy greatelt 10y, linne thy greatelt (orrow, | 


that when thou canit nor feele the preſcnu2 of the 
ſpirit in tay heart, thou gocit mourning, notwith- 
|  {tanding all other comtortes,: aſluredly as that holy 
| Martyr laid, /f then wert not a wedding childe , thou 
| couldeit nener ſo heartily mourne for the abſence of the 
 Bridegroome. But alas if we examine our ſelues by 
| thisnote, how much im pertection thal we diſcouer 
in our {clues ? How ttrong are our afteRtions, both 
of toy, and griete, in thinges earthly ? how weake 
im thinges {pirituall? Who findeth that hemourn- 
eth for his tnnes, as for the loſle of the firſt borne ? 
David at _Ab/alom s death could crie out, in n- 
twrnll lorrowe, O Abſalom, Abſalom, would to God 1 
had died for thee: But not at Yriahs death, in 
204ly(orrow, 0 Vriah, Vriah, would to God 
had diedfor thee. And ſo|much for 
theſe ſeauen meanes of the 
dilcouery ot our 
heartes, 
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O/ c'rt time notes which the worde of God giueth »f 
an vp11gh: i eart. 


Frerthis diſcouery by the meanes, wee muſt 

L. lay our hearrs totherule of the word,and cx- 

aminethem by thoſe notes which there are giuenof 

an vpright and fincere heart. And thetc are inany. 1 
will name oncly hue, 

1. Aiincercheartis an humble heart. An hypo 
critic aul heart 15 alwates proud, andvaine-glorious : 
AS11 the Phariſees Math. 6. And therefore our Sa- 
wour laid tothem, ow c 1 ye belerur, when ye ſecke 
gl»ry oneof another? Andioin Simon Mag (eeking 
his ownepraile, andprofhit, in the defire of the A- 
poſtolicall gifts. Whom therefore Petey told, that 
his heart wasnor vpright before God. In Jehu like- 
wile we may diſcerne the ſame 1p.rit,when he ſaide 
to 1onadah , Is thy h art wpric ht, mine? preferring 
himſclte before Jonadeb, Whereas ſincerity is al-| 
waics better conceired of another, and very feare- | 
full, and ſa'pitious of itfelte. And ſo it will make a 
Cliriſtian,when he ſces another, ſpecially a /o74 ab, 
toſay to himſelfe, Is my heart vpright, fo asts h:s! 
Againe, Cone, ſaies he, andſcemhat zeale 1 þ 1:16 for 
the Lo:d of hoſts. Yea bur fincere zeale deſircs not 
to beſcen of any,ſaue him who lecth in ſecret. The 
Phariſcesdetire to beeſeeneotinen, becauſe rhiwy 
ſeexe the praiſe ofmen. Their lampes will not burnc 
without this oile. VWind-mils they are, which will 


nor 
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not rurne about to do any 8 good ſeruice, without the 
wind 0 mens prayſes. HeEce it 1s that theyhaue littlc 
zcalmprayer, vnletic it be the publick,tharſo often: 
tation & vaiiy glory may warime their harrs. As in f2- 
{t: g,once 1t fa.cd with one, that inthe monattery 
could faſt whole d nies rogether with caſe butinthe 
deſerthe covld not hold out vntilnoon, but his belly 
would craue prelently. VVhereot when he deman- 
ded the reaſon, this anſwer was returned him, that 
inthe monaſtery the praiſe of men was in ſtead of 
meatto!liim,he ted rhere vpon tt, which ſuſtenance 
tailing him inthe deſert,his falting ſtrength alſo fai 
Icd. Bur vato ſincerity her very obcdience it ſelfe is 
meat and drinke,/o/n.4.34. [n other works, the wor- 
ker muſt haue meat, orclſc hee will not holde our in 
his worke. Bur vnto {incerity, her very wor ke is her 
meate. Hypocriſic, which is ſoone tyred at this work, 
withour the refrethment of humane praiſes, well 
may it ſ:eke for publique theaters: Burt ſinceritie 
hides irſelfe intl:e cloſer, and as in prayer, fo in all 
good duties thurs the doore. 

And as the (incece hart is humble in regard of the 


end,wherat itaims in doing avy good,namely Gods | 


plory,notdaring in any thing-toſeckeit (elte;lo allo 
inthe manner ofd doing; not daring totruſt it (elfe, 
but affected with a thorough lenic of it owne infie-| 
mity, itreſtethit ſclfe wholly:ypon the,power -of | 
God, ru beperfected iiher weakenes | Peter rl 
fare. in thai wherein iishearr was yrdound, and de- 
ceittull, ſhewed tins fpirico; pride, and Os confi-| 
dencein lumielfe. tor 26 could not thinke that 
ſtreng;hWheby be tworhkiioftabd was of Chrilts 
b-caul: 
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| becauſe Chriſt flatly denied him his ſtrength, and 
, Pet rneuerpraiedforit. And yet lo how confident ' 
, he was? Thowegh all men,zet net as though there 114d 
| beene more mn him, then in any cther. Yea he con- | 
rradicted Chriſt admoniſhing him ot his trailty, & 
as Marke notes, the more Chriſt warned him, the | 
more confident and peremptory was he. | 
Laſtly,after the doing of cucry good thing lince- | 
rityſtilremaines humble,and when men would dei- | 
fe vs,it will not accept of any fuch honors, bur ſends , 
| them back to the Lord, asin Damel, & the Apoltles. 
| Andthus, ifwe be fincere, in al things we do, there 
muſt behumility, prepoſed, in regard of the end we 
; muſt look at,appoſed,in regard of the maner of doing, 
| impoſed, after wee haue done, as a curb toreſtrame 
vs,leaſt we reioycenotinthe Lord but in our ſelues. | 
Obtett, Bur this is a hard ſaying will ſome ſay,and | 
ifthe caſe be thus, who then can be fincere? for who | 
| isthere that is not tainted with pride, ifnotin al,yect | 
in ſome of theſe three reſpects ? 
Anf. Iris one thing tor a mans eyero glance to- 
wards athing, another thing to fixe,and fully ro (ct- | 
tleitſelfe vpon it. Thoughrs of pride and vain-glo- 
ry may 79/þ into the hart of a ſmcere Chriſtian: they 
, reff onely inthe heart of an hypocrite; who is ſet on 
' worke onely by themin al his ations, and ſeckes on- 
lyrogiue comtentmentto them. | 
| I addefurtheriffincerity bee not humble in this 
; firſt kinde of humiliry,yer at the leaſt,it is humble in 
| an efter-humility, If rt haue beene oucrſeene inthe, 
doing of any thing in pride, it is twiſe as humble af- 
rerward, becauſe it was not hiible. A notable diffc- | 
rence; 


: 


| 


— 
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| rence berwixtlincerity,& hypocrite. There may be 

: ſome kind of humility in hypocrilie, and of pride in 

| ſincerity : but hypocrifies humiky is followed with 
pride, and fincerities pride with humility. This lat- 

' ter humility is the berter. And here only it is ſeem- 
ly for vertue tocome behinde vice. Hypocriſie 1s 

' proud becauſe itis humble: Sincerity is humbleybe- 

\ caule itis proud. E21m/nendas a Thebane captaine 

the day after his victory, and triumph went drou- 

| ping and hanging downe the bead ; and being as- 

 ked why he did (o, aniwered,yelterdayl teltmylelfe 

roo much tickled with vaingloryztherefore I correRt 

myleltcforit today. Thelame is the ſpirite of the 

fincere Chriſtian,ot the true I{raclite. As you may 

ſce in the example of Ezekiah, of whom itis thus | 

' written. {x heart was lift p—notwithſtending Exe \ , - 

' kiah himibled himelfe after bu beart was lift wp. Ina  :s. 

' fincere heart there rauſt bee either the fore-humility, 

: or the .ifter-humrility which is the moreſeuere of the | 

 twozeither the diredfimg humility, for the right man: | 

' ner, or elſe the corred:n7 humility tor the erroneous 

' manner ofdoing. If wee canfollow the iwing and | 

; {way of our owne proud, and vaineglorious affeRti- | 

ons, without all reſpect of Gods glory,and yer neuer 

| berruly humbled atterward , this is palpable hypo- | 

; crifie, wee haue notlo much as the leaſt dramie of | 

| fincerity : Which is many times more humbled for | 

[ ſuch mixtures, and defilements of good workes , | 

' then for ſome workes {imply euill jn themſelues. | 


KL 
10,323.25. 


| 2. Theſincere heartis a 200d, and boneſt heart, | : The good 


| | | 
as our Saujour calls ir. The honeſt heart is that, | *"* 


which cheriſheth a vniucrſall hatred of all fin, with- 
our 


hawgt 


heat. 
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out exception, andcarrieth a conſtant purpole, and 
| reſolution in nothing willingly to finneagainſt God, 
but to indeuour it ſciterothe vimolt, in cuery good 
way of Gods commandements.VVhatſoener it ſhall 
know to bea finne, it will not purpolcly and delibe- 
rately doe it for all the world, it willnot deeine the 
tructh in varighteouſneſ/e. This note the Prophet 
David giueth. Forhauiag ſaide, Bleſſed are the vp- 
re2v1 in their way 4 heeteacheth vsto diſcerne them 
| by this note, 3 urely they doe momrmmuity.And in ano 
therplace, hee oppoleth ſuch as walke un any croo- 
Pla.,t25-4. |ked waics,tothe vprightin heart. YogoodO Lord to 
thoſe that ere upright in heart : but thoſe that tu; ne a- 
fzae by thetr:crooked waes,&c. It isthe property of an 
hypocrite, to diſpenle with his conſcience, at leaſt 
tor ſome one ipeciall, beloucd finac. As 0b a- 
mong other hischaracters makes this one, that hee 
lob,20.12, | holdes bus wickedneſſe as a ſweete thing tn his mouth oo 
. | bidth & vnder hu tongue, and fauorreih it and wil not 
| forſake it, but keepeth it cloſe 12 hs mouth. Now this 
| honeſt heart, as it hates all {innes, fo at all times, 
| . , 
| Sometimes - the: vnſound cheart will hate ſione , 
p | when there is no benefite by it, but it afterit may 
chance to be benchictaltro our {clues , then we loue 
it. Heere is a notable triall of tincerity , to preterre 
vertue before vice, thea , when in humanc reaſon 
vertue ſhall be the looler, vice t'1e gainer. Tiuisnotre 
| :02.19-29. | (fcoucree falle-hearted 7 bv. He would not downe 
| with the worſhip of the calues, as well as wich B«- 
| «ls, and why? becauſe hee thought that would bee 
daungerous for his kingdome, it the liraclites were 


| | ler go torhe temple at lerulalem, to wotikip. I her- 
forc 


Pial.r I9.3, 


mm. 


Li a 


fore /er#boams pollicic ſtill preuailed with him. By 
this note many arc deteed for vnſound. 
1+ Thoſe thac arm, Foo of ſmall 
matters ſticke not at greater. Like the Phariſes ſtrei- 
ning a gnat, and ſwallowing a camell. H irt- 
call .Sam{{cemed to make a hainous matter of eating | 
the fleſh of beaſts with the bloud. For vnto the peo- 
pie thus offending he ſaid, Tee have dealt wickedbieS. 
But it was rothing with him to ſpill the innocent 
bloud of worthy 19: athan his ſonne : for vnleſſc hee 
had beene hindered, he had put him todeath, Na 
hee was ſo ſcrupulous, that hee would not ſomuc 
asname a guilty man or a ſinner , but in caſtingof 
lors,in ſtead of ſaying, thewe the nocent or guilty, 
he ſaid, bew 1h: vprieht, or innocent perſon , as Tre- 
melts reads it. And yer this man atthe ſametime, 
made no conſcience of cruell and bloudy oathes. 
The Prieſt in the Goſpell, when hee ſawthe woun- 
ded manlye halfe dead, hee went anthe other fide 
ofthe way, fearing leaſt, by comming neere vnto 
hin,hee might contract ſome legall rncleanneſle: 
bur he fearednot to paſſe by withour all mercy and 
compatſhon,hispoore,and diſtreſſed neighbor. The 
Phariſces would not defile themſclues, in comming 
into the common hall on the day of preparation to 
the paſſcouer : but they*ſcrupled not a whit ro im- 
brue their hands in the bloud of the innocent lambe 
of God, Inno caſe would they cart in veſſels vnpu- 
ried : but the meats which they did cate m thoſe 
veſlels were horribly polluted , both wich vniuſtice 
and oppreſſion, inthe gerring of them, and with in- 
temperancie, and riot in the cating ofchem. _- | 
this 
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| chis isthe meaningot thatot our Saviour, Wo bee ro 
opened. | | theontrardfideafthe cup,und plater : burwithineh: 

Loris 12: ine are fallaflntbery , adi reafe; So likewiſe Judas _ 

ncemes/ome- pieces arno liandmuſtgoints rherreaſary,becaule 

[1124-9 | it waxthepriceof the bloud, Vhar a countertei-| 

m.c:c101» 1, tiagotholinefle was this ; mor ro {ufter: the price of 
mop em e's" i blowdtolyein a cheſft,and yerto ſuffer vloud 17 felfeto 

Cn/vents. on ? | he 10 rhe conſcience ? l 

og. | .2..T hisnore likewiſe diſcouereth ſuck for vnſoſid, 

| whoſe conſcience is onely for che greater matters, 

the importants ofthe Law , wercy and magement, 
' Withour any regard of mnt or «7nice ; though theſe 
ally;/be Gods commandements,and ought to bere- 
garded.. A incereheartis like ro the eye wroubled 
- withthc lcaft mote, or like to 'a neace ſpruſe man, 
; that noſoonctfpiesthe leaſt ſpeck or ſpot m his gar- 

' ment; butgets tewaſhed our. Whereas anaſtyilo- 
ven,t bebo: alto beſmeared}; and beloyled, 
hee can indure-1t well enough, Adelicate garden 

' | may not baue the leaſt weede init, though the wrl- 
. derneſle be all ouergrowne with them... And a boxe 

' of pratious ointment may nor haue the leaſt flic in 

; t,thougb abarrell ofpitch haue fyarmes of them. 

: Aſtraicthaoe cannor indurethe leaſt pibble ſtone, 

| _— zwideone may iffdure a greater. An' vn- 

+, - | loundconſcience is large and can ſwallow downe 

Luc,14,to. | anything: Theſincere conſcience isſtrair, and rhe 

pc | leaſt bone, though bur ſuch as are in little fiſhes, 

"ey willſticke in her throat. And certainely, he that i 
vm ji on the leaft, is vainit alſs im much. Indes, be- 
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ing vnfaithful co Chriſtin the matter ofywonie pro- 
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ued alſo, atlaſt, vnfaithfull tro him in themacrer of rs; | 
his /zfe it felfe. And Somos tels vs, how: hee, that | | 


will lye ordinarily in common ſpeech , will lye alfo | f 
: beforethe judgement ſear,when he is produced as a fx 
| witneſſe;as contrarily,he that is a true witneſſe bea-.| k 
| rer there, willnor lye in his ordmary difcourte. For | | 
| this [ rake to be the meaning of that Prouerbe, LA p:o.:..c 


| faithſull witneſ/e will nit lye + but a falſe witnes blow. ©*/ own l. 
, eth forth ler. If a man bee truely fanhfAullm much; | 
he muſtneeds ako befkaithfull inlicele” Þor the ſaree | | 
God tharrequires his fidelity in the one, requires jt | 
alſo in the other. Saint Pawl vpon thi grouhd 'con-. 
firmes his ſinceriry tn amarter of priuatepromile to | 
che Corinthians;ednceminghhiveomming to they, | d 
by his ſincerity inthe preaching ofthe Goſpell, a far | L 
greater matter. God £ witneſ/e,, ſaith hee, that onr | 
| vorde, har is, promiſe of commiing,coweridls you, war 1,Cor,1.18. 
| not yeaduud nay. Why ? for the ſonn: of God ttfat _ IF | 
preaching of him, was wot ye,ord nay. Neplett then 
of ſmallmaters may wſtly bring our obedience. in | 
greatermmantes intofulpicionof ' vifaithfulneſſe, 
| And:tierefiover mais regard mult confetence bee 
made of obedience euen inthe ſmalleſt matrers, & 
thar vntochedvarh, namely that we may approoue | 
our obediencezo be ſound, and free from deceir. For | 
in greater mantervitwefhouttnorſtand our, all rhe | 
world wonld crie (hameof vs: And heere it would 
be hard tofay whether the ſhame of the worlde, or 
conſcience of Gods commandementvrged vs. But 
inlefſermarters, the world rather will cry ſhame of | 
vs.if wedoſtand out. And therefore in our obedi- | | 


encetheere, Gods commandement ſcemeth ro car- 
ric 


} 
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rie the greateſt ſtroke with vs. 

3- Thisnote diſcouereth thoſe alſo for vaſound, 
that having ſome care of outward conformity, yet 
mind not the inward reformation of the heart. In 
this regardour Sauiour cals the Phariſes hypocrites, 
and reſembles them to painted ſepulchres. Art be 
gins, where nature ends. Nature inthe framing of 
mans body begins firſt with the hart, andother tuch 
iaward parts, and then in the laſtplace comes tothe 
face,and the outward parts. Thus is it with hypo- 
criſie,which is an artificiall kind of bolineſle ; be 

ins and ends in the ourward face,and faſhionofre- 
gion : The inward pith, the heare, and ſubſtance 
rhereof ic cannot attaine vnto. Butthe heart, and 
the purity thereof is the ſpeciall thing the ſincere 
Chriſtian lookes vnto- Gods Iſracll is pure in heart, | 
lo that h ſornctimes the hand bee defiled, yer 
then the heart is not alike pojlured, bur ſtillthe cue |! 
Ifaclice may ſay, My heart w ewake, though mine cies | 
fleepe. Whereas the bale lſraclite may ſay coutrari-| 
ly, My beart is a ſleepe thoughiny ciesbeewaking, 
and my tongue be walking, My hart is foule though | 
my hand be neuer ſofine, | 
- A fincere heart is aplaive and open heart, not 
deſirous toſmother,or craftilyro conceal it (ines, ' 
but rather to have tham aide open,and co have the 
conſcicncerubbed and ranſacked. So that with Ds- 
wid it cryeth, Trymee O Lord, and ſceif there bee any | 
wickedneſſe in me, and with the ſame Propher,Jler the 
righteous ſmile me. But an vnſound and creoked hart 
as well as crooked legges, loves to bee bid. Ir hates 


the light; it cannot away with reprehenſion, but 
| repr we 
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wold rather eat of the delinyees of flatteries, againſt 
which the Prophet praieth , Le! not my ſoule eate of 
their delicates, Let me notdelight in their clawings, 
but rather in the blowes of righteous reprehenſions. 
Neicher in any forte can it indure eriall, Guilty 
KRaheldurſt notriſe, when Laban came into her tent 
roſcarch for his Idols. On the contrary, as it argu- 
ed humility in the 11. diſciples, to ſuſpe rhe wort 
by chemſclues, ſo alſo ſincerity , that they were not 
priuy to any ſuch wickednes, when hearing our Sa- 
uior foretell the treohery ot one of them they offred 
themſclues tothe triall ſaying, a#ter is it 1? ts it 1? 
4. A ſincere hartis alwaics moſt feuere againſt lin, 
where nature & carnall reſpe&ts wold teach vs to be 
mildeſt. As firſtro our (clues. Indeed ſincerity cannot 


induren in any,in it ſelfe leaſt of all. An hypocrite 
will not indure the leaſtſin in others, nonor ſo much 

as a moat in his brothers; ſo ſharp is he:in the meanc 

time he can indure a beam in his own eye; ſo indul- 

gent is he to himſelf. 18h could adiudge T hamar to 
the fire: vpon himſelfe yet, being fardeeperin that 
cranſgreſſion,he could pronounce no ſuch ſentence. 
Daxid lay ſnorting in his owne finne , when yet hee 
ſentenced aproportionable ſinne,relatedin the per- 
lon of another. Wherein hee bewraied want of vp- 
rightneſle. It was ſaid of A4ntonte, hee hated a tyrant, 
not tyranny, It may as truly be {aid of an hypocrite, 
; he hareth ſioners,nor ſinnes. For he nouriſheth ma- 
[ny inkim,notwithſtanding the rigor of his zeale a- 
| gainſt other mens {mnes. This is an ill ſigne, where- 
| loeueritis. A good heart is ready rothrow the firſt 
| tone atitſelfe , becing ſlower in cenſuriagorhers, 
| Aa None 
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None can ſay ſo much ggainit it, but it ſelfe will bee | 
ready tofay muct more. | 

And as the ſincere man will no more winke at his 
owae finnes,thenar anothers, ſo neither at theirs, ro 
whom he is tied more by natural] and worldly ref- 
p:&s,the others,to whom he 1s not lo tied. No mo. ec 
at his owne childrens, then at anothers, at his owne 
parents,then at another, at great andrichones,then | 
at the meaner ones,at friendsro whom he is bound { 
for,and depends vpon in hope of kindneſle , then 
ſtrangers that hauenointerelt at all in him. Since- 
rity is tree from partiality. With Ze«t it knowes nei- 
ther father, normother, neither King nor Kzſar, 
[histhe Phariſes, though hypocrites, knew wel] 
cnough when they ſaide, Maſter , wee know thoutea- 
cheſt whe tvay of God intrueth, that is,in lincerity, and 
careſt not for any mans perſon no not for Caeſars him- 
telfe. Tell vs then, whether lawfull to giue tribute 
ro him orno. Heere then was /onathans linceritic, 
when he condemned his owne Father, and that a 
King,in his proceedings againſt David, & detended 
Dawids inocency. Heere was olde /akobs (incerity 
on his death bed, when fatherly afte&tions are moſt 
liuely,ſo deepely cenſu'ing Reuben, Simeon, Leut his 
awac ſonaes. Heere was /ohn Bapiſts fincerity,that| 
he would not be ftilent,nonot at Her-as inceſt. Here | 
was our Saniours ſincerity, that his mouth was not 
topped with the Ph1iiiecs good cheere , but euen 
at river owne tableslaved them out in their owne | 


| ces,as they did him with dithes of mcats. Here was | 


the Bemiamires vnſoundnes, that were ready with | 
the 
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the ſword t ro » defend intheir brethren ſuch prodto1 
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ous luſtes, which they could not but condemne m | 
their iudgements, 8 in others no doubt would haue | 


bin ready tohaue pun: (hed with their tv. ords. T he 


| 
Prophet 1oynerh theſe rwo together, 1 heuartaGod 


| of pure etes,1ad canſt not beholde miqu: fy. SO muit it | 


| be with vs, "it we will be pure & fincere in heart, wee 
; muſt beholdno iniquity,no nor in our (elues,crdtiole 
that are neerelt vnto vs. For {incerity, as it loueth 
goodnescuen inthe greateſt encimy,!o it hateth (in, 
| euen inthe greateſt friend. 
| Laltly,coomitte many other notes ſincerity fim- 
ply reioyceth in goodnes,& 1n goodthings theEſclucs 
and the glory ot God thence ar11ing. Therfore as it 
| grieueth for other mens f1ns,loit retoycerh in other 
| mens obedience. Many are of a contrary ſpirit. They 
| can be grieuedfor their owne (ins, but nor tor other 
mens, Heere it is ſuſpitious,we greene not ſo much 
for Gods cauſc,tor the diſhonour our {ins hath*done 
to him(for then wee thould greeue allo at our bre- 
| thrensfins becauſe they alſo ſtaine Gods glory) but 
' for our own ſake,for fear,or feeling of ſome euil pro- 
' curedto ourelues by our (in:andfuch griefe argues 
rather ſelfe-loue,then any true loue of God.Solike- 
, wiſe they can be cheered when they ſee Gods glory 


(erforth by themſelues in any good work: not alike, | 


' when by others. Nay rather they greeue at thoſe 
good worksot others,if of any marke, wherein they 
'hauchadno hand themſelues. Like thoſe Ephrai- 
mites, that ſaid to /prah, {th rfore went/t than to hgh 
 a741nſt the chilren of c_{mmon, and atdft not call vs* 
But the ſincere Ciuittianyſo God be truly glorified, 
Aa? though 
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though it be without his help,yetreioycerh and gi- 
uerth thankes,nothing leſle, then if himſelfc had bin 
the inſtrument. If any good thing be done, he doth 
not ſtand curiouſly inquiring of the avthour ; of his 
iudgiment,of his affeftions,to find out ſomething to 
imbaſe the work;but is glad that any glory is broghr 
ro God,or good to his Church, and with th aketti- 
uing taketh his part of benefit thereour. Euen as in 
cating of meats, wee aske not where or how it was 
got,burfallto it; and in the ſhambles , the Apoſtle 
willeth not ro inquire whether ithad been ſacrificed 
to the idol or no,but being good mear, and fitto be 
cat, without any more adoe to buy tt. Thus X «tha- 
nielthe good lſraclite didnot ſo ſtand vpon,or ſticke 
art N«ezareth,bur that he would go and try what our 
Sauiour was. And thoughthe Philippick preachers 
preached of enuy,and vaine-glorie,yer for the mat- 
ter ſoundly,thcir corrupt manner, what was that to 
Pan/FthatChrilt was truely preached,he therein re- 
ioyced,and would reioyce. ltisnot then finceritics 
palate,not toreliſh good meat,and wel cooked, be- 
cauſe wereliſh not che covke. 

Thus | haue ſhewed both the meanes to diſcouer 
and notes to trie our falſe hearts by. And of the third 
illuſtrationof the deceitfulneſle of the heart, name- 
ly by the voſcarchableneſlc thereof,ſo much. 
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| - A Cnay. XXIX. 
| þ 
| | 
Certaine penerall wes ariſing out of the former doitrine 
of the keaxtes deceitfulnes, or an exhortation to watch- | 
fulneſje oucr, and acaling wiſely, and ſtrattely with our | 
heartes. 


| Auing by Gods goodneſle thus finiſhed the | | 
whold dodtrine ofthe hearts deceitfulnes, it | 77s, 5. 
remaineth now in the conclulion, that belides | 
choſe particular vies which wee hauealready made | 
ot ſome of the particular branches of this dofrine, 
we {hew alſo the generall which ariſeth trom the 
whole. And they are ſpecially tiue. | | 
| 1. Ifour heartes be ſuch deceivers,it ſtandes vs, 
then in hand alwaies to haue oureyes in our heads, | fulncile. 
and to haue our wittes about vs, hauing to deale 
with lonoblea iugler,ſo full of cunning trickes,and 
{leightes,continually ready to ſnare vs. We walk in 
the middelt ot ſnare, not only neere them, but in 
the very middelt ofthem, incompaſſed with them | 
oneuery hide. Theretore let vs alwaies bee fuſpici- 
ous, and icalous over our heartes, in all place3, and 
vpon all occalions, in our ſolitarineſle, in our com- 
panic, in our buiineſſe with men, in our dealings 
with God, in hearing, praying,meditating ; in our | 
dealings alſ with Sathan, in wreltling with his 
|  temprations. \When the Philiſtimes were going 
; out to watre againit the Iiraelites, they duriinort } ,. 5m. :« 
let Davidgowirh them , they had him in icalou'ic, | | 
| becauſe ofthe loue he bareto his owne Count ic, | | 
Aa 3 and | | 


—— —— — I — —OWS—@—OOnOw ea, 


Chry{. hom. 1 £ 
44 Þ Pp. Ant. 


——— a — 
Lt 


—_— 


' 


ee en. DA_—_— 
— — ——— 


| 4nd therefore put him our of tae armie. Happy 
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were it for vs in our fpirituall Warte with Sathan, 


1t wee could as ealily rid our ſelues ot our naughty, | 


 deceirtull hearte, as they did themliclues of Lauzd. 
\Ve have tarre greater cauſeto ſuſpect our heartes, 
then they Dawid. The acquaintance of the fleſh 
with Sathan, and Sathans intereſt in the fleſh, 
greatcr then the Iſraelites in Dawid. Beiide; that 
they neuer had any experience of Pauzds de:cittul- 
neile, and vntaychtulneſſe, as we haue had of the 
flethes. Therefore I ſay it werewell, it wee could 
wholy cathire this trecherous,and pertidious fleſh. 
Bur lince it lickes focloſe, as that we cannot poſh- 
bly be [hift of it, therefore we mult alwaics hauean 
eye ouerit ; euen as we would haue oueran vntru- 
(tie, pilphring ſeruant,who,not obſerued, wil hich. 
For certainely ſuch is the deceitfulnes of our harts, 
that ifour eye be neuer (o little off them, oft goes 
the yoke ofthe Lord preſently, and they break out 
into ſome vnlawtull liberty , or other. Keepe wee 
then our heartes, as Salomon counſels, tenſed with a 
double gard , as the TIuler his cloſe priſoner. See 
the doores be talt locked. Yea looke to the win 

dowes, as 106 did. It there bee any open paſſage, 
this deceiuer will either let in ſome body to him, 
which l[hould not comein, or els he will out him- 
(eite. If wetall atleepe and neglet our watch, ei- 
therthe Divell, and his ſuggeſtions will enter; even 


_— 


as when the fenſe of a vineyard is downe, then the 
 wilde boare, and all manner of wild beaſts come in, 
and deuour all : orelſe our harrt it fſelte will wander 
| avroad, hkea gadding Pim, in the idle rouinges 
| 


of 


| 
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ot her owne vaine imaginations. T hus then ſhould 
wethinke with our (clues every morning, This day 


| 


[ 


| 


| 


I am to venture into the world, and ſnares cueric | 


| wherelic thicke, and threefould. It I take nat heed, | 


 ealily ſhal] be caught. For what alas is there wher- 
in my heart is not ready to deceiue me ? lam now 
going to prater. My heart will bee ready to thruſt 
in idle,and wandring faniies, vnlesT watch ouer it. 
lam now to giuean almes,or to go to conter with 
my Chriſtian triends. Pride, and vaine glory will 
toile me, vnleſſe I looke well to my (elſe. Iam now 
going to deale in ſuch a controuerlie , with a con- 
tentious, and wrangling man. My heart will quick- 
lie breake out into rage, and diſtemper, and my 
mouth will ſoone ouerlhoote it ſelte, it I holde 
it not as with a bridle. I am going to a fealt. It 
| I put not a knife ro my throate I ſhall calily 
bee ouer-reached by my deceitetull appetite. It 
I let looſe the reines to mine owne corrupt heart 
| I ſhall ſoone offend in exceſle, either of meate, or 
| mirth. Iam now togo torth into the ſtreete. And 
| how many are the temptations ready to incounter 


' me? euen cuery thinge I either ſee, or heare. It 1 
| ſee my enemie, in what danger am I of wrath, and | 
' malice ? if my friend, flourithing, ot enuie ? poore, | 
of diſdaine?ifa beautifull woman,of luſt ? It I keare | 
'rotten ſpeach , how ready am I to bee corrupted | 
'withit ? ifreuiling, and inmwrious , how ready am 
;to be prouoked with it? This is the cautelouſneſle | 
; wemult vie in all our occaiions whatſoeuer. For | 
all places are full of thele (nares, the ſtreere, the | 
houſe, the bourd, the bedde, the cloſer, vea the | 
| Aa 4 Church, | 


Pro. 23, 1, 
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Church, che pulpit, T he exhortation of P.w{ to 

:.T.mes | Timathir, [Vatc” thoa in all thinges, 13 needtull ; be- 
c:ulſe tie heart, deceirtull abouealithinges, 15 allo 
decertullinallthinges, cuen in the belt things that 

' may be. And therefore Chritt bids vs take heede 
to 0ur heartes, euen in our alme3,in our praiers,and 
| other che hohielt ſeruices, we can pothbly pertorme 
for caet; imthen nares will bee fer for vs. In theſe 
 actio:s we had ncede thur the doore ot our heartes 
that our mindes iteale not away trom God. Neucr 
then truſt crhou this heart of thine, that it Will bee 
' well ordered,anJ kept in good frame,though thou 
cry avcalwaileslo heauy a hand and narrow an 
eyc ouer it. No,it/thou looke not thus {traightly 
tO it, it will ve gone asa wild-horſe, ita man once 
let gocthe bridle, as hee is watking in his 10urny. 
And then when he is once gone, hee will not bee | 

; gotten againein haſt ; but a man muſt ſpend as 
| much timeinrecouering of him, as would haply 
' haue been ſufficient to have diſpached the whole 
 tourny. So will it fare with thy heart,ittoncethou 
. lergo this bridle of watchtulnetſe. It will run out 
ſo farre, that it will bee long ere thou wilt catch it 
 againe. Ir will be fo frozen, that it will be long cre 
'thoucan bring it to me:e. Ir will bee ſo looſe, 1nd 
1dle,thatit will belongere thou can(t worke it vnto 
' true deuotion. And thou mult ſpend as much time, 
; nay more, in ſeeking to regaine thy heart againe, 
'and to bring 1t into temper, and tune, for the ſer- 
| vice of God, then would haue ſerued tor the good 
performance of the ſeruice it felfe. But aboue al! 


_ 
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thinges ſce thou truit not thine heart with ſuch 


6 | thinges | | 
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thinges as may bee dangerous occaſions of euill. | 
Looke better to it then ſo. Be as tearetuil of this, as 
thou art of giving a knite to aciuilde, ora ſword to 
a mad-man. Thine cye cannot bee quick enough 
tor thy heart then. Tne mad-man wilſpeake ſome- 
times lo loberly, and vie ſuch tare periuaiions to 
be vntertered, and promile that he will be ſo quiet 
&c. Butno looner 13 he looſe, but he plaies reakes, 
woundes, {}aies,deitroies whatſoecuer 18 in his way, 
yeacuen aim that looſed him.So likewiſe deale our 
hearte, with vs . They can flatter with vs, & 6 why 
{ſhould wetroubicour ſeiucs ſo much,alwaies to be 
looking tothem?and why ihould we deale fo hard- 
ly with them, alwaics ſo to keepethem in, as a bird 
ina cage ? to hold them lo ſhort of all liberty? why? 
they haue better gouernement of themſclues, then 
that we need to feare them ſo &c. But when once 
they haue gotte tree, then they ſerue vs likethe 
mad-man, ſo that we ſhall rue that time, that cucr 
we gaue them ſuch liberty. | 
| 2. Thisdeceitfulneſſe of our heartes muſt cauſe | . ve. 7, 
vs often to renew our couenant with God, and by | vb» cn 
folemne vowes, and proteſtations of our repen- |; /. 
rance, as it were with {trong ropes, to binde, and | 
hold faſt theſe fugitiues. Ita man be knowneto be 
| 4eom:non deceiuer , wee will never take hy, word 
' torany thing : but if wee muſt needesdeale with 
| him, we will be (ure to have his hand and ſcale,and | 
, the belt ſecurity we can get. So wile, and wary are | | 
| we inthe matters of this life. Well, thy heart 1s tar 

more cunning to deceive thee, then the craftielt 
| tox that i to Ouerreach his neighbour, Be not now 
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ſo imple as to belecue every ligh, cuery wiſh and 
' word, euery motion, and 1aclination ot thy heart. | 
For how then , as I hauc ſhewed betore, doe our | 
Cup.21. | heartes dealelixe Zarah when hee was to be borne, | 
make many good profers of comming torth out of| 
their linnes as it were the darkneſle of the wombe, 
into the light ofgrace, but they recoile preſently ? 
Euery light occaſion is in ſteade of a Perez vnto 
| them. And yetlotheſillineſſe ofmen ; to belecue 
| their hearts that areſo light of faith. They thinke 
| verily when they feele ſome fitte of good aftetion, | 
O now I haue gotte the victory, linne {hall never 
ſo preuaile againſt me asit was wonte ; when yet 
the ſame houre, it may be, ſeesthem in worſe take- 
1.S:1.24.17,| ing, then euer before. Saul, though, afteted with 
18.19. Dawids apologie, he acknowledged both Dawids in- 
| nocence, and his owne vniuſtice, and though with 
; teares, with good wordes, Ay ſonne Dawid , with 
| 800d praiers, The Lord render thee 200d, he witneſſed 
Verſ.z;, | good will to Dau, yet forall this Daurd trulted | 
' him not, but kept himſclte in the hold ftill. For | 
ſhortly after Saul was hunting after him againe. | 
' And though then allo he ſeemed to relent , & pro- 
1.5471. 25.21. miſed Dawid peace, Come azaine my ſonne Danid,1 will | 
| doe thee no more harme, yet tor all that Dazid hearke- 
' ned not. For what heede is to bee taken ro a talle, 
and fickle-hearrted mans wordes ? Our heartes be- 
' ing as fickle, and inconſtant in their relenting afte- 
| tions towards the Lord , as Sawls was toward Da- 
vid, ſhould wetruſt them any more in ſuch fittes, 
then Dauiddid Saul? No : but, lince euen the ftron- 


geſt bondes are to weake too hold ſuch {lippery 
| heartes, 
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heartes, that they (11de not aut ot our hands,there- 
fore, caulethem to enter into ſolemne couenant | 
with the Lord, as thoſe in Nehemiah, Eſra, and the | ,, _ 
Chronicles. Thus did Dawid, 1have [worne, (aith hee, | 11; 16. ;, 
| and will performe it, that 1 will keepe thy ſtatutes. In &- | 3 15-18. 
| vill chings, to which prone by nature, wecan bind | 17155 
our (clues by oathes, and vowes, when wee feele | 
our ſeJues dilpoled vnto them, as to reuenge, when 
the iniury is trelh, and our hotre bloud is vp : how 
much morethen ſhould wee doethe like in good ? 
The diuell ſees that wrath isa fire ſoone our : ther- | +1. 1.» 3, 
fore he will rlouriſh it with an oath : how much | 4/445 
more [hould-we nourith the hre of zeale, and good 
afke&tions, which haue no tuell from within vs, as 
anger hath, and (oare farre more cahily extinguilh- 
ed? how much morel lay thould wee maintaine, 
and vphold in our ſelucs all good thinges with this | 
proppe ofan oath, and couenant-(triking with the | 
Lord? And here ſce that thou regiſter, and recorde | 
'inthy accountes-bookethis thy covenant, that ſo | 
| when thy deceitfull heart thalbe offering to ſtart a- 
| fide, and giue thee the {lippe, thou mateſt preſent-_ 
ly recall it, and keepe it in with putting it in minde 
of this couenant. W hat ? didit not thou , on (uch a 
rime, hen thou wert humbled vnder the hand of. 
| God,” and haddeſt ſome good deſires kindled in | 
thee by his ſpirit, did!t nor thou then folemnely | 
giuethy faith to God, and by the ſtraiteſt bondes | 
ofthy vowe, and oath firmely knitte thy ſelte vnto | 
| him, and wilt thou ſo ſoone be offering to makeeſ- 
capes from him ? Hatt thou ſo ſoone forgotten thy 
couenant ? Thou talſe fugitive, but yeſterday walt | 
thou | 
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thou brought hometathy maſter,then thou hum- 
| bled{t thy felfe vnto him, ſoughtett reconciliation, | 
| promiled(t moretaithtull ſeruice.And yer art thou 
| now offering ſo quickely to take thee to thy heeles 
| againe ? 
3 ve, for 3- This deceitfulneſſe of our heartes mbſt reach 
wparchend a1 V3 Wiſedome, to take them at the vantage, when at 
zood oppor-| any time we tindethem in a good moode, in any 
mT well affected, or diſpoſed to any good _ 
| Thou haſt this wiſedome 1R the thinges ofthis lite. 
Having to deale with alight, and inconſtant man, 
when thou hndeſt him 1n the good vaine, then 
| thou wilt be ſurecolay hold of that opportunity, 
| and to take him thenart his word. For thou know- 
| eft, thar it thou ſhouldett let him goe on neuer ſo 
lirtle longer, within an houre, or two, he would be 
otanother minde. Aſluredly thy heart is far more 
variable, and vncertaine, then the fickleſt man that 
can be. Doeſt thou then fcele ar any time, that 
thy heart is warmed with good motions, inlarged 
with good aftetions, lifr vp to heauen in ſpirituall 
meditations, doeſt rhou feele any ſparkled of the 
heauenly hre ; take thou the bellowes preſently, 
blowe till they flame, cherith, and make much e- | 
'uenof the ſmoaking flaxe. Now is the time for 
| ' thee, now I fay, in this floate of good affeftions, | 


| whenthy heart is ſo well prepared,to fail to praier, | 


to confethon of thy linnes, to reading to all the | 
good exerciſes of repentance, and inuocation, and | 
ina word tothe doing of that good worke forthe | 
which motions, and delires areriſen in thy minde. 


For how often haue the beſt of vs beene beguiled 
here? 
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here? tothinke we (ſhould do afterwards that which | 
in preſent we purpoſed,and deſired, and within an | 
houre,orleſle,all our heat is gone,our affetions are 

growne chil, and coole, our heats heauy, our fpirirs | 
dcoulic, and dead,and fo our ſelues wholly diſabled 
for the dooing of that wee thought. And why ? be- 
cauſe we ſtroke not the iron whiles it was hot, wee 
held not ourhearts faſt when we had hold of them , i 
we vſcdnotthe meancs tokeepe them ſtill in good 
frame, and temper. Ando all our good thoughts | 
yaniſh,and come o nothing. Excellentlie David, 
My heart © God w prepared. What ? ſhall I ſuffer now 

other occaſions to cal me another way?No:forthen 

allthatlife and vigor which nowl fecle,wil be gone: 

but 1wid ar:iſe,avd give thanks, and fo, I will ariſe and 

pray, ariſe and confeſle,&c. Oh if we would go ro 
prayerinthis {pring-ride, as it were,of good affeti- 
ons,how then,asthe Prophet ſpeaketh, ſhould wee 
poure out apraier? how would the rivers of repen- 
ting teares ouerflow? whereas,negleCting this occa- 

ſion, our praiers come but droppinely from vs after- 
ward in the cbbe of our affections. It cannot be ſpo- | 
kenhow little a thing will diſtra and vnſettle our | 
hearts. They are like ro glaſſes, that will bee hurt 

with a little breath , and vnro muſicall inſtruments, 
that will bepur out ef tune wich the leaſt diſtewper 
of the aire. And therefore we had not need preter- 
mit the opportunity, when we feele them wrought 
vpo in any ſortby the holy ſpirit of God. What good 
impreſſ:ons would they nor recciue then, beeing fo 
ſoft and tender? whereof afterward they will not be 


capable, being returned co their former hardneſſe? 
Do! 
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doc {uch gueſts ſecke lodging inthy heart? Oh wel- 
' come themin the kindeft manner,lay hold of them, 
and by thy kinde andreſpectiue viage ofthem, con- 
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 vpon them, thatthey couldnot get out againe,and 
' fo we ſhould haue more of their company then now | 


* Tiediuwſeeſmonkem, 
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de | 


Do then good thoughts, & deſires offerthemſclues, 


[ 


{traine them,as they once our Sauiour, toſtay ſtill 
with thee; what is this kind intertainment, wee are | 
to ſhevy chem, bur che intertainement of our pray. ! 
ers, reading, and conferring of the worde ? If wee | 
would doe {o,after once good affeftions are entred 
into our hearts,wee ſhould cuen locke vp the doore 


we hauc;in ſtead of viſiting vs now andthen, they | 


— 
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would become daily gueſts, and ordinary reſidenti- | 
aries w.th vs. Salomon bids vs eſtabliſh eur thoughts by | 
counſell, This Prouerbe hath his truth euen in holy 
and ſpiritual thoughts,the which alas will loonfaile, 
vnleſle wee ſettle and confirme them in our harts, 
after the ſpirit hath once entred them into vs, doe fo | 
pegge and hammer them in,and driue them downe 

lo deepe by the vic of good meanes, as that we may | 
not eaſily looſe them atcerward. Art the ht riſing | 
then of a good thought, pray with Dawid , becauſe | 
rhou feareſt the deceittulnefle of thine heart, knit | 
my heart, thisfalle fickle fugitiucheart, alwaicsrea- | 
dy to ſteale from thee, knititO Lord, andrie it faſt 
wnto thee, thatas it is now with thee,fo it may ſtil re- 
maine with thee, andagaine with the ſame Pro- 
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| phet in the behalfe of his people,when they were lo | 
well diſpoſed in their chceretull offcring to therem- | 
' ple,0 Lord keep this for ener thus frame of the thoughts 
of thy ſeruants hart. And frame his mind tow ras thee. 


This 
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This counſell-raking with God in praier,isthe onely 
remedy againſtthe deceitfulneſle ofour heart, for | 
the preſeruing and eſtabliſhing of all good thoughts | 
| and deſires. : CRT 
4. The deceitfulne(le of our hearts muſt cauſe vs fan cx:mi 
daily tokeepe an audit in our owne conſcience,cuer | #5" of ou 
| and anon calling them to their accounts. Atruſty | 
ſeruant,an Eleazar,we will let goon,and recken bur | 
{cldome with him. Bur a Gehez: , one that is bur of 
ſlippery fidelity, hadnced bereckned with eucry day. 
The miſerable expericnce then which we hauc had | 
of the falſnes of theſe harts fo oftE deceiuing vs,muſt | 
makevs to be very ſtraic andſcuerc in examining of | 
them. $4/omon nor obſcurely intimates thisto be the | 
cauſe of our harts deceittulnes, that we do not take 
this paines of a (tri triall. Every mans water are 
pure im his owne eies: but the Lord trieth the hearts, 8& 
ſoſces theirſecretdeceit, which wee percciuenor, 
becauſe we ttie nor. Let vsneuer therefore let rec- 
konings runne on, but euery day let vs make all e- 
| ven, Fer vs chaſtize our ſelues cucery morning, exa- 
mine ourſeluer cuery cuecning , euen in the {hi]l - 
lence of thenight,as we lie waking on our beds. In | 
the matter of disburſement of money tor the repai- 
ring ofthetemple', 7-/ah gaue charge thatnorec-. 
| koning ſhould be made with them, into whole lids 
the money was dcliuered ; fo: (ſaith hee) they deale 
faithfull». Indeedeitfour hearts dealr faithfully with 
vs, wee 1.ſo might {pare this labour of daily count!- 
calting. Þ!tbecauſe both the word of God, and our 
owne expc:ience hauecſufficiemly diſcouered their 
vnfcich{ulneſſe, theretore wee contrarily muſt ſay, 


| 
| Let | 
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2.Kinos 22.7 


P7al.y1. 


V Vie, for ex- 
hortation to 
| fincer:ty, 


- | rrary grace. Vee, that 
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Let there be daily, yea hourely recknings kept with 
our hearts, for they deale exceeding vnfaithfully. 
The muſfitian becaule his inſtrument quickly growes 
out of tune,cuen whiles he is in playing, therefore c- 
uenthenhe will be tuning of ir, as ſoone as hee ſpies 
che leaſt iarring in any of the ſtrings: ſo muſt wee in- 
rermixe the correftion, and amendment of our 
hearts, (which is done by firit examination) toge- 
ther with their vic, and imployment,and not to bee | 
like the fooliſh mower, that ſtill mowes , andneuer 
whets his ſth. | 
Laſtly ; ſince all our hearts naturally are ſo full 
fraught with guile, being ſo immeaſurably and vn- 
ſearchablie deccitfull , as heere the Propher tca- 
cheth; it muſt cauſe vs in the hearty bewailing , and 
 coiffelling of this _—_— to {triue for the con- 
y the mercy of God pro- 
feſle religion more ſincerely,are ready to thinke our 
ſelues wronged, if we be called hypocrites, and de- 
ccitfullpeople. No, let vs make vic of ſuch imputa- 
tions, and profit by the railingsof our enemies. For 
they lay noother imputarion on vs, then heere God 
himfclte doth,ſaying, The heart of man, without cx- 
ception of any, « decertfull. So that the heart cuen 
of the moſt holy , and regenerate is ſtill in partde- 
ceitull, as inpart it is wicked. Let vsnot thendeny 
that in our ſclues, which the God of truth hath laid; 
vpon vs, but let vs rather ſearch our this priuic, and 
cloſe hypocriſie of our hearts, and having found it, 
purge them of it. Praying with the Prophet, Renue 4 | 


—_— 


right ſpirit in me,labouring for that ſame truth inthe 
inward parts which God fo loucth, that ſo wee may 
with, 


— — ————_ _—— 


— o— __ 
—— —_ 


| 
| 


The deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. 
with Apeles,be approued in Chriſt, and with Natha- 


both evcanes and motives. 
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Motiues vnto, and meanes of ſincerity, 


He motiaes to incite vs vntoſincerity , and (in. 
glenes of hart are many,& powertull,through- 
out the whole booke of God , ſome whereof 1 will 


vrge at thistime. 

[. Sincerity is the girdle, whereby all other gra- 
ces arcticdcloſe vnto vs, Sothe Apoſtle inrhe def- 
cription of the ſpirituall armour, cals it the girdle of 
truth. And therefore heere allo is true that wee ſay, 
vneirt,vnbleſt, Heis but a looſe man , that wants 


— 


| ſtorme comes they will eaſily bee ſhaken off. From 
| hims that hath not ſhall be taken away that he hath.From 
' him that hath not the gift of /ncere /ant7;fication 
| ſhall be taken away thoſs 

| ie, and ſuper ficiaryillumination, yea his ſhoves allo 
of true ſanCtification. Not onely that hee hath (hall 
be taken away,butthart allo which heſcemes ts hane. 
| The figgetree that onely made a ſhow with leaues, 
' hauing no fruir, m end, being curſed, lolt rhe leaues | 


: 
i 
= 


| 
| 


[ 
| 
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this girdle. Lethis 99; and graces bee neuer ſo ex- 
cellent,yetthey (it but looſe about him, when a 


Rom, 16. 


, #iel, true lirachtes, in whome no guile, euen | lon, 
, the //reel of God, pure in heart. The which, thatwee | ©#'* 
' may attaine vnto I will heere ſer downe certaine, 


| 
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e common gifts of an ower- 
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| to, wherewith it deceiued our Sauiour , and v wholly 


withered, Gods gifts in an vnloung heart, cOmrary] 
aS it were to their owne nature, being peruerted to! 
wrong ends, doe cuen (igh vnder our abuſe, & God | 
hearing their groanes giues them the wings of the 
Eagle, to fiye away from ſuch viuſt poſſeſſor rs. 
How fearfull arethe examples of manywnſciid pro- | 
feſlors, who notwithſtanding all cheir goodly flouri-| 
thes, have yet vaniſhed at laſt ? they have bin {trip | 
arke naked of all , their right hand hath forgot it 
«ill, their righreyc hath bene darkened,their arine | 
withered, they haue mouldred away , and become 
meerenothings, vaſauory ſaltht fornothing bur the 
dunghill. Chriſt hauing  tolde the Church of Sardis 
that hir graces wereready to dye, giues this rea-} 
lon thereof. For 1 haue not found thy workes per-| 
felt before God. Therefore they are ready todie, be- | 
cauſe tainted with the infeAtion of typocrilie. Had 


'not /ud4as many excellent graces of praicr, prea-' 
| 


 ching, miracles, &c? yet, toralmuch as they Watt | 
ted che [alt of ſincerity to oreſerue them from putre- | 
faction, both he andthey miletably rotted,& came 
,to fearefull deſolation. His heart became ityc,and | 
table forSathantolodge in, & to begerthat mon 


| (ttrous concepriono' 4% and trecherous villa- | 
| nie. Sorhat whatthe Plalmiit ſpeaketh concerning | | 


| the wicked mans temporall eſtate, may truely bee 
ſpoken concerning the hypocrites {pirituall eldate. ] | 
(aw him like the tre(h lawrell jſpre ading hunſel! e, & 
fourithing- butlo the roote being corrupt with hy- 
| pocrific, he could not hold our. Inq ure tor him,and 
 torbis many graces, his grearkngwicedge , his bur- 
nuvg 
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ms 


—— 
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ning zeale , his forward alaccity , &c. and lo their, 
place cannotbe found. The body when the ſoule is 
once gone,may not long (tay above ground. It muſt 
| needs be buried. So the hypocrites graces wanting, 
| lincerity, Which is the very ſoulc,& lite of all (grace, | 
they are but a ſtinking carrion, and what ſhould an 
; odious and ouglic loathſome carcaſc doe, but bee 
| thrown into the pit? Standeth it not vs then in hand! 
| ' to looke to our {clues that we be vpright inheart, if 


— ——— — — 


| 


| we would enioy the ſweet comfort of ourfinall per- 
| ſcuerance ? For,as cxcellently Bradford, the wav of 
Chriſt is the ſiraight way,ando ſtrait, that asfewe | 
| canfindit,& few walk init,ſo nonecan haltinit but 
| muſtneeds goe vpright. For as the ſtraitneſſe will 
ſuffer norecling to tis fide or that lide, foif any ma 
halr,hee is like co fall off the bridge into the pir of c- 
rernall deſtruction. An vnſonnd horſe that hath 
| fomeſecrer faulr, may carrie as good a (hew asthe| 


ſoundeſt, and at the firſt for a mile , or two will tra- | 


 ue!l as frethly and cheerefully,as any,bur atlength 
| hetires,and giues ouer. Sois it with an vnſound,& 


 deceitfull Chriſtian. Norwithſtanding all hisfaire | 
beginnings,and hopetull entrances , yet hee conti-' 


nuesnot. Let an apple ſeeme neuer (o beautifull it 


ir be rotten at core,it wil quickly putrifie. The houle | 
built onthe ſand cannor ſtand alwaies. It a tempeſt | 
ariſe, downe it goes, itfalls, and the fall thereof is 


' Matrk,,o, 


'great like that of lerulalem, "which though it were 
"a moſt glorious and godly city, yet it was wholly ru- 
ined, andlcueclled with the ground , mt a ſconc left 


| B b $55) befocc 


vpens fowe, So great is the fall of theſe ſandy Chri- | 
| {t1ans,that it euen aſtonitheth them that knewthem | 


In epiſt, 


Luc,19. 44. 
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before,when they ſtood flouriſhing in their pride,& 
beauty. Sothatheere alſo we may tranſlatethoſe 
words of the Prophet from the outward goods, and 
apply them to the inward graces of the wicked. 0 
how horrible and ſuddenly are they conſumed? I how haſt 
ſet them, and their graces too, in /lippery ground, 1s « 
dreame they vaniſh ec. And as they inthe Prophet 
\ lament Tyr and S1den , with the like lamentation 
; may wee bewaile thepittifull ruines of the vnſound 


| Chriſtian, Thou haſt beene in Eden,the garden of God, 
| 25 one of the farreſt trees thereof, Euery pretious ſtone | 


| was tn thy earment, the ruby the ropaze the diamond, 
| Cc. But alas al.rs theſe great ones that were r'uth:d 
with purpie and /ilke. For 1 one houre ar »{ theſe »1- 
ches came to deſolation. Y elterday flonr.ining like one 
of che gallant lillies,putting do:vne Salomon in al li;s 
glory, and alas rody caſt into the fiery ouen of hel. 
The many gourds ot-excellent graces ſprouted vp 
ſuddenly, and grew mightily , and vnder their ſha- 


For the worme of a deccitfull hart in one night hath 
as ſuddenly conſumed them all. So that now ye arc 
worle then eucr before; as /oxah, after the perithing 
of his gourd,troubled nor only with the ſun,bur alſo 
with the Ea(t-wind. The winds of the Diuels temp- 
tations ſhall be let loo{e more hercely to inrage the 
skorching funne ofthine owne concupiſcenſe , and 
corruption; tree hiberty (hal be given to thy former- 
ly reſtrained corruption; and forafmuch as thou wall 
alwaes a ſowe,power of recntrance ſhall be graun- 


— - 


dow,yclatretoycing : bur alas with Jonas his toy. 


| 


ted tothe impure {pirit with the company ot ſeuen | | 


waric, that as once he did thole Gadaren ſwine, he | 
may 
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may carrie thee headlong into the filthy, and miry 
 ſeaof thine owne fleſhlineſſe there to wallow and 
' tumble as before thy cleanfing. God hath threat- 
' ned, and he will be as good as his word, to ſpuc out 


; the luke-warme out of his mouth. Thinke not now | Reue!, ; 16. 


| that God will bee like thee , that as thou cateſt vp 
thy vomit,ſo he will his,and ſuffer thee , after thou 
art once vomired, to come into his ſtomack againe. 
' Nay, becauſe hee law, thou waſt ſuch a dogge that 
; thou wouldſt retumeto thy ſinne, which thou had(t 
' vomited,thereforehath he ſpued thee our for cuer; 
| toreach thee by his example in ſpuing thee out,how 
| thou ſhouldſt hauec ſpued thy (1n out, namely with- 
| out adeſire of euerreturning to it againe, as the 1{- 
| raclires to their forſaken Zgypt. Such lIfraclires, 

that after their departure from Agypt , carry yet a 

dipoſition of returning, in the wildernes mult they 
| dic, into Gods reſt neuer muſt they enter. O milera- 
| ble caſe ofthe hypocrite,which is lodeſperate, and 

imremediable! The fall of the ſandy houſe ſaith our 
Sauiour & great. Heerein great, becauſe ſo quaſhed 
in (ſhivers, that it cannot bee reared vp againe, and 
' thecurſeo: Gods ſuch vponit, beeing fallen that 


 likelericho, and leruſalem it is irrecdihable. With | lab:.6.46) 
my whole h:art have 1ſourht thee, laith Dauti, ſuffer | Pial,r19,o, 


' , menitto wander fron thy commundements, Infinua- | 
ting thereby , that ſuch as doenot ſecke God with | 
their whole hearts,thart is in {ingleneſle of heart, vn 
fainedly, God will {uffer them to wander in crooke.. 


| 


— — —— = — — 
_ — 


Math,7, 27, 


_ Ce es 
ee ee ne ie, A LS -— wr mw ws woo ——_ 


blind waies,and that ſearctally, and irreturneabhe , »., 


| To the hike purpoſe is that in tne ſame Pſalm, Zet m1 * 
| heart be 2;pright in thy ſtatutes, thit 1 may newer bee : 
| B b 3 ſhane 
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aſhamed. Thoſe thenthat are nor vprightin heart 
God owes them a ſhame, and will afurcdiy pay | 


| it vnto them. Is it not a ſhame for 2 man in! 


good trade to prooue bankerupt, and tune! 
begger ? will he not beaſhamed to looke any body | 
in the face, that knew him betore ? to ſurely 151 | 
with the deceitfull Chriſtian when he 15 thus tal-| 
len away ; being now made a milerable ſpectacle, | 
andz it werea monſterto be pointed at with the | 
finger, that as the true [ſraclice is noted out with a | 
Behold, tor imitation, Behold a true Iſraelite in whom no 
ewile, ſo he with a Behold, for deteſt ation , beho!d the 
man that tooke not God for his ſtrenoth. \\ nat a ſhame 
this, when it wilbeſaid, was not this the great pro- 
teſlour, the carnelt preacher ? and lo now with De- 
ms he hath imbraced the preſent world. Did not 
Adams apoltalte hll his face with ſhame ? Howloe- 
uerſometimes this kind of men naue taces of wain- 
ſcotre, and foreheades of brafle, yer their conl(ci- 
ence, I dare ſay, is aſhamed, to {ce God diſcouer 
their hithy nakcdneſle, by taking away their very 
{howes of grace, and bringing their ſecret wicked- 
neſle to light. I conclude then this hit motive 
with the wordes of our Sauiour who'c it 1s. T ze 
heede of hypocriſiz. For there is nothing h:dde that tal 
not be reuet ed , nar couered , that ſhall not bee knowen. 
How righteous, 6 Lord, is this thy ind gement vp- 
on hypocrites ? They arenot that, they /eeme, and 
arethouzht to be: Therefore at laſt they lia!) Jens 


, and be thought to be that , they are. 


2 Sincerity isthe higheſt perfection attainable | 
in this life. That which is wanting inthe meaſure 
of 
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of obedience,and holinefle is made vp in the truth, 
and ſoundnefle thereof. Theretore Peter, beeing ! 
| asked of the mea/wure of lus loue to Chrilt, loueit thow | 
; me more then theſe? an{wereth only concerning the | lob.2z x5. 
| xrth ; being asked ot the quantity, ; 1nſweareth onely | 
Concerning the quality, Lord thou knoweſt that | lowe 
; thee, For the quantity,it matters not ſo much with 
thee : None louesthee {bv much as he ought: bur 
for the ſincere quality , wi1:h 15all inall with thee. 
as for that, I appeale to thy lelte. Hence it 15 that 
wher the ſcripture ſpeaketh of perfection ir is to be 
vnder{tood of (incerity, in the feeling of imperfe- 
ion, and in an earnelt deliring, and aſpiring after 
perfection. Thoſe that in one place are ſaid to bee | 1 Chron.14. 
perfitte, in another, by way of expolition, are ſaid | 33+ afterward 
to be vpright. _— 

3- \Where lincerity is, there God both coners | 
and cares all other infirmittes. As hypocrilie drow- 
neth many excellent graces, and cauſeth God to 
take no notice of them fo contrarily lincerity ma- 
ny groſle infirmitiez, and by drawing theeye of 
God to it ſelte, cauſerh it ro winke at them. How 
' many anfirmiries ſcaped trom the good Prophet 
' Daui4? his numbring the people, his counterfei- 
ting madneſie, his collulion with Achyþ , his rath 
| anger, and furious (wearing, and vowing the death | 
' of Nabal, and his vniuſt dealing with good poore 

Mephibeſheth. Theſe things were linnes, yet linceri- 
|ry was a veyle vnto them. Becauſe lincerity was 
; not ſo ſhaken in his other ſinnes as in his murther, 
and adultery , God that tooke ſome ſpeciall notice 

of this laſt, would rake none at all of theother. 
Bb 4 The | | 
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| 
| | Fac heart of Dav44, ſaith the ſcripture, Was upright 
4 all ti *nges [aue 1m the matter of V1). Wren at Heſc- 
7 Khai?s pattouer there had been ſome want in ſome 
of the people their preparation,yet Hezekiab Chari- 
| t1»ly preſuming of the incerity, and honeity of 
bY i*- | their hearte?, prayes thus for them , The good Lo1d 
©  * bemaercifullto bi that prepareth hts whote heart to ſeexe 
the Lord God, though he be not clenſed accords to the 
| ' purification of the [anttaarie. Lo how lincerity pre- 
 uailed againſt the defect of legall purification , be- 
| ing more poweifull ro drawe Gods bleſling then 
| the other his curſe. Some of Aſaes inrmirics hau- 
| ing been mentioned by the holy Ghoſt, as thar the 
| high places were not taken away, yet the conclu't- 
'on 1is, le his heart was wpright towards the Lord all his 
| utes, Lo how all other his infirmities are couered 
| with the mantle of lincerity. Contrarily in /ehs, 
| we may obſerve, how the holy Ghoſt atrcr a large 
| deſcription ofmany excellent things done by him, 
| | doeth at laſt as it weredraw a croſſcline, and blor | 
| out ail ſpoken before with this conclulton ; But Je- 
»King 10.31. | by regarded not to walke in the law of the Lord with ail 
| hx heart. Lo how ali other his graces are butted in 
; the graue of an vnſound heart, Great wertues , not 
 {weerned with ſince: ity , are no ornament AO VS : 
And great infirmitzes, not ſoured with hypocrilie, 
| are no great deformities. Thoſe God acknowledges 
not : thele God mmputes not. 
| ; 4 Neitherdoth God couer onely, butin time 
| | curealſo lincerities impertectios; gining it ſtrength 


| i King. 15.14. 


| anddaily increaſe ofgrace to preuaile againſt them. 
;.Clo.a6s: | For the eres of the Lord behold all the earth to fhew him 
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| ſel/e flrong with them that are of wpricht heart. How- 

ſocuer they may be weakein themſelues, yerthey | 
} thall tcele God; ttrengrh pertiting it ſeltein their | 

 wenkneſſe. For as it is in the Plalme,with the uprivbt | Pial 18.25. 
thow wilt bee wprizht ; thou wilt not faile him in his 
| nzede. No,Tbe Lord w neere to them that call upon him, 
( 1hatcall upon him imtruth,he is neere with the power- 
tull preſence of his ſpirit, to helpe them in all their 
needes, to relieue, & ſuccour them againltalltheir | 
infirmities , and temptations. Whereupon the | 
Pſalmiſt prates, Do 2004 0 Lord to them that are true 
in heart; yea and aſſures vs out of his owne experi- 
ence that God # goo4to !/rael, even in the middeſt of | Plal 73.2. 
affliction, and temptacion, but to what Iſrael ? to | 

the pare mheart, And Paul promiſeth ſuch as are fim- | gn. 16, 19. | 
le to ew, that is fincere-hearted, that they (hal not | 2 0, 
alwaies be held caprive vnder their infirmities, bot | 

{ar length Sathan (hall be trod vnder their feete. It | 

is the wont of the Lord to reward the lincerity of | 
a little grace with abundance of greater graces. A- 
thamel, before his coming ro Chrift, could haue no 
great knowledge, yet being a true Iſraelite, void of 
| guile, Chriſt further inlightrens him, giues him the |\ 
| (1ght ofthe true Meſhah, not only bodily, bur ſpi- , \94n-1-49-50. 
ritua'l, indues him with true faith, and promiſes | 

him (t1!] greater matters. Alas the weake and dim | 

| knowledge thatthe poore Eunuch, and Cornelius 

| hadinthe myſtery of 2odlineſſe : yer becauſe ac- 
cording tothat poore meaſure of knowledge they 
had, they worlhipped God lincerely, an Euan ze- "BY TRIER 
; iſt was ſent to the one, and both an Angel, andan | 
| Apoſtle to the other, bringing the reward of their | | 
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lincerity in their handes, the clearer light of the 
Goſlpell, anda tullerlargeſle ot {pirituall gittes. For 
as the curſe of God 15 vpon hypocrilie to decreale, 
and deltroy a great deale, a great (tocke ot grace, 10 
the bleihng ot God is vpon (incerity ro increaſe the 
little ſtocke, the two mites, the graine of mutterd 
ſcede of ſincerity. So that as in the outward eltare, 
ſoalſoin the inward it is true which the Propher 
ſpeaketh of the true child of God. A liule wnis the 
righteous i better then great ricnes to the wicggys- For 
as Gods curſe blowes vpon the great re 
wicked men,ſo that they often fall into decay, an 
are forced, as the Pſalmilt ſayeth,to come.,and bors- | * 
row euen of the godly man, who ispoorer, that is, 
hath not ſo much, as they , ſoalſo 1s it in the ſpiri- | | 
tual riches ofthe hypocrites g graces compared with | 
che vpright Chrittians. Their great gitres they | 
haue proſper not, in the time of their trouble they | 
are glad to borrow as it were of poorer men, to | 
craue comfort,and reliefe of meaner Chriſtians,nor | 
ſorichly gifted as themſclues, like as the foolilh vir- 
ginsinthe parable for all the great blaze of their | 
lampes were faine to begge oyle ofthe wile. Hence | 
itisthatthe vpright mans little portion of grace is 
better then the greater (hare of the hypocrite ; be- 
cauſe itthriuves in his handes, and by his good hul- 
bandry quickly riſes, the ſecret curſe of God , as a 
moath, eating vp, and waſting the other. Is not a 
little ſpringe, better then a great pond ? yes. For i in 
ſummer, when thegreat ponde is dried vp, the lit- | 
tle ſpring ſtill holds out, and does vs ſeruice. $0 is 


it with the graces of fincerity. Though they are 
but | 


»- 
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bur little as the oyle in the cruſe, and the mealein 


the barrell ofthe Sareptan widdow, yet they hauc 
ſuch a ſpringe, that as (he held our in the famine, 
when many of better eltate,in all likelihood, perilh- 
ed, {0 when theproude hypocrite that had ten ta- 
lents, is broken and hath brought his ten talents te 
none, yet the humble tincere Chriſtian, that had 
but two talents, continues (ti]], and hath brought 
his twoto foure,; his hue talents toten. And whats 
the reaſon ofthis increaſe ? Euen his tincerity. Be- 


| cauſe thou haſt been fauthfell laith our Sauiour, mma lu- 


tl", I will maxe thee ruler ouer much. Surely Dawid, as 
a!l other Chriſtians, had no great ſtocke ro beginne 


; withall : for che kingdome of heauen,in the firſt begin- 
ni:1g515 but as a grarme of muſterdſeede : yet,in thort 


— > << 


{pace ot time, that his little, faichfully imployed, & 
wiſely husbanded, brought ſo admirable an in- 
creaſe,thatthe pooreprentile got before the richeſt 


' Merciantes in this kind , euen*the teachers them- 


Luc, 19. 17. 


Math, 12. 


 ſelues,and the graue ſages, and ancient fathers,that | 
| had of along time known? him that was from the be- 
' a:nninz, were of his old acquaintance, and were im 


— — 
- 


Chriſt long before Him. | the other day a poore puny, 
a freſhman, have now got more underſtanding, then all 
my teacher« tor all their great reading, yea then all my 


' auncients, forall their long experience. But how 


: 


| 


might this come to paile? Berauſe / kept thy preceptes, 
namely in lincerity. 7h 1hadfith he,namely the 
grace to remember the name of God inthe night, 
ro make his ſtatutes my longes in the houſe of my 
pilgrimage &c. becauſe 1 kept thy precepts. 

5 Sincerity as it |cJens tomething oureuill, ſo ir 
amphlities 


' Tohn. 2. 14+ 


| Rom 16.7. 
| Plal. 1ig. 99 


| 1009. 
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Hh STE 9 
| | amplifies andaddes to the glory of our good atti- | 
ons, cuen ſuch asare but of the lower ſort. There | 
| ' is not the meanelt ation whatſocuer, which (1nce- 
 ritie, will not ſera fairegloze vpon, and procure it 
| that grace inthe eyes of God, thatin ſomereſpects 
' it ſhall be matchablecuen to workes farre greater, | 
| intheir ownenature. A poore labouring man that 
| lives by his handes bauing beene faithtull in that 
| place, and performing lincere obediencetherin to 
' God, may haue as much comfort on his death- 
| bed, as the beſt miniſter, and magiſtrate, whoſe (er- | 
uice yetis1n it ſelfe ftarre more honorable. Yea if 
lus 11cerity in his calling bee greater then theirs is 
in theirs, his comfortalſo ſhall begreater. For God 
regardes not ſo much the matter, as the forme of 
our obedience, nor ſo wuch the thing that wee do, 
as theaffetion wherewith we doit. Where lince- 
rity 1s, there, in the meaneſt workes that are, toge- 
ther with them, the heart is given to God. And | 
themorea man giues of his hart to God, the more 
acceptable is his worke. The widdowes mite could | 
weigh butlight : but her hart weighed heauy. And 
ſo her heart being put to her mite gaue it weighta- 
| boue the greater, but farre more hartleſle, largeſſe 

| ofthe Phar.ſe. Sincerity is to our workes, as ſpirit 
1$to our bodies, maketh it farre better, then a grea- 
ter, wherethereis more fleſh, bnr leſle ſpirit. O | 
rare and excellent vertue of (incerity which can 
make light drammes, and barly cornes as mathe | 
and ponderous, as the huge talents. YVhereas con- 
trarily the want of ſincerity maketh talents as light 
as feathers, Hypocriſie, ſuch is the filth ot it, _ 

eth 
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{th the pureſt metals, and turneth very gold, yea Se 


pretious ſtones into rultie iron ; Contrarily, lince- 
rity in an excellent kind of aic2ymieturfieth iron in- 
to gold, and as once our Sautour water into wine. | 
Hypocrilie cauſeth the molt glorious workes of 
almes, prayer, preaching,with great indignation to | 
be reieted:hincerity the poorett workes,of keeping | 
ſheepe, ſweeping the houſe, &c. with great favour | 
ro be accepted. Sincerity then 1s all inall. A lin- | 744-7 o/ in 
| cere Rahab, is better then an vnſound Judas. As in | T0 
| the naturall body to vic S. Awufiens compariſon, | bopcrns eral 
' the caſe ofthe ſound finger is fater then of the blin- | ?. 
diſh eye. The finger indeede is bur a little ſmall | 77557 
thing, and cannot do ſuch ſeruice as the eye, itis | f:emultum po- 
not of that admirable nimbleneſle, and quickneſle, | *”>© # dons 
| nor cannot guide, and dire the whole body, as | :,meg;, & /« 
theeyedoth. And yet it is better to bea finger, ; 
| and to be ſound, thenrgbeaneye, &ro bedimme, |; 20 
| and darke, ready to fall out of rhe head. Better in | +: & eX:464- 
| gods familie to beataithtull doore-keeper, and fo | 7 5136: 
| to be ſure to hold our place, then to be an vnfaith- | © 
' full teward, and ſo with him in the Goſpel], to bee | 
thruſt cut, and come to the danger oft begging. 
 Whenwecometo die, it is not the greatneſſe, or | 
'the multitude of thoſe good works which we haue | 
; done, butthe good diſpolition of an honeſt, and 
{incere heart in the doing of chem that muſt then 
| ſtand vs in ſteade. The Pſalmiſt pronounces them 
| bleſſed rhat are vpright in their way. Hee maketh 
_ | nochoiſe of the way, he doth not fay, Bleſſed are | 
| they tharare vpright inthe way of the miniſtery,or 
| the magiltracie, but ſpeaking indifferently of any 
way 
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way aliowable by the word, beit neuer ſo {i1mple, 
or meane, he ſaith bleſſed are the vpright in their 
way, whatſotuer it be, be it but to be adrudgeina 
kitchin, yet he that is vpright in this way is bleſſed, 
as contrarily he thar is not vpright ina tairer, and 
more glorious way, as the way of Apoitleſhyp , 1s 
curſed. God lookes not ſo much to the way, as to 
thy foote in walking in the ways Let the way be | 
neuer ſo meane yet no diſcomtorrt, 1t thou walke in 
it vprightly:ler it be neuer ſo glorious, yet no com- 
fort, if thou walke in it haltingiy. Therefore Eſct1ah 
being ſ{troken with that thuderbolr ofthe ſentence 
ot death, what was his comtort? Euen this,the con- 
ſcience of his {incerity, 0 Lord thou knowe#t 1 haue 
walked with an wprizht heart. This was his only re- 
tuge. Though thoſe good workes hee had done 
were in regard ot his calling ot the higheſt note, the 


| 


reltoring otthetrue worthig of God , the purging 
; of the defiled temple, and prieſthood : yer he doth 
| not comfort himlelte with theſe ſo worthy works ; 
, O Lord thou knoweft I have clenſed thy ſanua- 
| rie, erectcd thy worlhip, repaired the decaied wals 
of Ieruſalem, renued the glory, and beauty of thy 
; $10: no; but without initancing 1n any particu- 
lars, he had done, he mentions only the manner of 
doing, his {incerity of afte&tion in all his doinges. 
I batce walked before thee with a perfect heart. So how 
many, and glorious were the workes of Paul, his 
miracles,his preaching, planting of Churches,con- | 
ueriion of {1nners, ſuffering of perſecutions. Yet | 
reviewing his life, what was his chiefteſt comtort ? | 
Let vs heare himſelfe ſpeake. Thi is our retoyeong, | 

nor | 
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notthart we haue caſt out the Diuels, healed the 
licke, clenſed the lepers, by the thunder of my 
[preaching cauſed Sathan to fall downe from hea- 
| uen like I1ghrning ; (no none of all theſe were his 
| comfort : ) but, that in {anplicitie , and godly purenc(/e 


Chriſt reioycing in their vitorie over the Diucll 


may reioyce in as well as they, namely that their 
names were written in heaucn. 

6 The ſpeciall hatred , and antipathie thatis in 
God againlt deceitfulneſſe {hould bea ſtrong mo- 
rive vnto lincerity. There can be no vnion betwixt 
God, and the hypocrite, in regard ofthe great dil- 
{militude of diſpolitions. God is lingle; And he 
ts double : having a heart and a heart, and there- 
tore cannot be as Vaud : man according to Gods 
heart. The hypocrite” is crooked, and God 1s 
' ſtraight : And how will you compact together, 
and make cuen ſtraight and crooked ? How can 
there be triend{hip betwixt them that are euery 
way of contrary diſpolitions ? But where there 15 
likeneſſe of manners thereealily will hearts be glu- 
ed , and rivyceied together. Now the vpright in 
heart are according to Gods one heart, and ther- 
fore, a3 Salomon ſaics, they are hes delight. Thc Lord 
ſo lonerh thetruth in the inward partes, that kee 
himleife with his owne mouth will commend, yea 
and admire the truglſraclie. Behold a true 1/raclite, 

ſaid 


— 


we haue bad our conuerſation in the world. Hence it. 
was that the Apoſtles when they returned to 
dere ex 8 quod 
werechecked, and bidden to reioycenotinany o- ; A 
ther thing, then in that which euery lincere Chri-|,.,/' 
ſtian, though neuer ſo meane, and contemptible, | 
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(id our Lord of Nathaniel, Though fincerity lurke 
(with Saul,and earenotfor being beheld, yet God 
\bringes it forth to light, and biddes others behold 
it. Sotrue is that of the Apoltle,that the true Iewes 
praiſes of God. Was it thought ſuch a matter for 
Achilles to haue the Poet Homer deſcriber of his ver- 
tues?O the glory then of the lincere Chriſtian that 
(hall have God himlelte the trumpetter of his prai- 
(cs? But he loathes, and abhorres the hypocrite, 
\cuen as the ſtomacke doth lnkewarme water , hee 
diltates him as-much as he doth the groſſeand 0- 
pen offendours, Therctoreitis that he yoakes them 
with ſuch in their puniſhment. Do good s Lord to the 
true in heart. But theſe that tarne afide by their crooked 
wates, them(that is hipocrites)the Lord ſhal lead away 
with the workers of iniquity ; yea and reprocheth 
them with their name, when hee inflictes the pu- 
nilhment, Depart ye workers of iniquity. Therefore 
itisalſo, that when he would threaten a man a grie- 
vous puniſhment indeed, he faies hee will give hims 
his portion with hypocrites. And indeede the hypo- 
crites puniſhment muſt needes bee very grieuous, 
lince he muſt be ſpewed out of Gods mouth. Now 
the baſeſt placesthatare, we thinke good enough 
to caſt vp our gorge in. So odious is the Juke- 


theift, and openly prophane, and ſcandalous Epi- 
cure, as who-would not rather haue an open, then a 
(ſecret, and friend-like enemie. Chryſoſtome ſaies 


wr fuce;:ibieg | well, that ſhe isa worſe woman that in hypocriite 


dedinn: wr hom, 


—_ her face with teares, that ſhee might bee 
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warme hypocrite in the eyes of God, that in ſome | 
regards hecan better away with the ftarke cold A- | 
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iudged an humbled penitentiary, then (he that 
beaurifies it with painted colours, that ſhe might 
be reputed afaire and louely creature. And in the 
fame proportion of reaſon wee may (ay that God 
more hateth the popith phafilaicall pininge of the 
body by counterfeit taſting , then the Epicuriſh 
pampering ottbe body with gluttony, and belli- 
cheare. Soout of conceir is God with hypocrite. 
And this he thewes moſt apparantly , in that hee 
willnotindure he ſhould come neere him in an 
ſeruice, or ſacritice of prayer, orpcaiſe. For his 
ſhirpe noſeealily diſcerneth, and is offended with 
the (tinking breath of his rotten lunges, though 
his wordes be neuer ſo ſented , and perfumed with 
ſhewes of holineſle. 

7 And as in other regardes God thinkes him 
vnhteto come neere him, ſo ſpecially in the fun&i- 
on of the miniſtery. Some ſuch indeede haue 
come neere him,as [#44 among the Apoſtles. Bur 
often hath he caſt them our with reproch, as vnſa- 
uory faltinto the dunghill. Whatſocuer their other 
lufKciences , and inablements may bee, yettheir 
want of a ſound heart makes God hold them vn- 
worthy of this honorab'e calling. For this is the 
ſpeciall thing required of the d1/þoſers of Gods ſecretes, 
that euery min bee found farthfull. Therefore when 
Simon Magus would haue been medling heere, $:- 
mon Peter thruſt him away,& told him plainly,cbou 
haſt no part, or fellowſhip in this miniſtration. And 
marke the reaſon, why ; for thine heart « not ri2ht in 
the ſight of God, Butthough all, with this Symonare 
notthus kept out, yet God ſhewes his diſlike of 
Cc them 
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{them ſome other waies, either caſhiering them 
with great diſgrace, or elſe making both them,and 
their miniltery vile, & contemprible. For the Lord 
will be [anitified tn them that come neere him , it not in 
the /incerity of their ſa#ification, yet certainely in 
the /cuerity of their condemnation, 

8 And as the hypocrite is thus vnhitte for God, 
ſo alſo for all good men, to haue any thing to doe 
with ; ſuch blemiſhes are they, and indeed the very 
| botches of an y Chriſtian ſociety. Lydia deſired Pal 
and Sus vpon no other condition to enter into 
her houſe, then this, if rtkey had judged her faith- 
tull. And Dauid,hauing prayed for the ſweet com- 
pany, and commnnion of the godly , Let ſuch as 
f eare thee turne onto me, and ſuch as know thy teſ{imo- 
nies, immediately addeth another praicr, Let my 
heart be wpright in thy ſtatutes, that I may never bee aſþa- 
med. Inlinuating thereby thar hee [ſhould be vnhir 
for the company of Gods children, vnleſſe his heart 
were vpright. As therefore in the former ſpeach he 
praied tor the company ofthe godly, ſoin the lat- 
ter for that which might make him mecte for their | 
company, ſo that he might hold out in that bleſ- 
ſed fellowſhip , withour being aſhamed , when in 
theend tor wantof lincerity he ſhould bee ſhaken 
off by his copanions. And again the ſame Prophet 
deſ-ribing what kind of Court he would haue whe 


— 


he came tothe kingdom, baniſheth from it the de- 
ceittul perfon,& maketh choiſe only of the faithful. 
| Minecies ſhall be to the faithfull of the land, that they may 
' awell with me. Hee that walketh in a perfect way be ſhall 


| [erne mer. There ſpalino deceit) ull perſon dwell within my 


| houſe. 6. Againe 
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9 Againe hypocrilieis {o loathed by God, that 
he grudgerit the lealt ſucceſle in any thing it goeth 
abour. 1akobs ſonnes hauing trecherouily (old their 
brother would yet couer their linne, as witha lie, 
ſo witha feined, hypocritical conſolation of their 
mournetull old father. But with all their wordes 
could not they in the leaſt ſort cheere him vppe. 


ned. Hence itis thatthe bleſhng of God 1s not lo 
viuall, nor fo large vpon the labours of hypocrites, 
though neuer ſo well qualified, as of lincece prea- 
| chers though otherwiſe of meaner giftes. If thou 
| 211 tur8 onto me theuſhalt convert, faid God to leremy 
And this 1s giuenas the reaſon of Iohn the Bapritts 
ſo great ſucceſle in conuerfion otſoules, becaule he 
[hold haue the ſound,& powertul ſpirit of Elz.us. He 
(ball conwert , (aith the & ngell ro Zecharie,many of the 
chil ren of 1ſrael to their Lord God. W hy ſo? For he ſhall 
go before hin not m the ſpirit of hbypoeriſue but in the |; irit 
& power of Elias.S9 where the good hand of God is 
noted in the ſucceſle of Eſraes iourny, this reaſon is 
 giuen therof,cuen Eſraes faithtnll, and honeſt heart 
to Godward. He came to leruſalem according to the good 


| 375 


| Ger, Fs 3 Ss. 


| 
| 


T hey were but m1erable comforters , becaule fey- 


| Ter. 5, I9. 
Luc, 1, 16. 


hand of his God that w.azs pon him. For Eſra had prepa- (, . 
| red his hart to ſeeke the law of the Lord, and to doe it (oc. | 


to. Well, bur this ſometimes befals lincerity for | 


irfurthertriall ro be denyed ſucceſſe. God forbid 


 yetthat any one ſhould be judged an hypocrite for 
want of ſucceſſe. This would argue want of charity 


& iudgmenr?but loſce the miſery of an hypocrite in | 


the want of ſucceſſe,and the happines of the ſincere 
profeſſor in the ſame caſe. Forthe one bath com- 
Cc 2. fort 


OO RO ——— —_— — —_———— — ———— 


— ” — 


[i:1.7. 90.10. 


— O——  — 


—_———  —_ 


him, orin his preaching. The hypocrites ſucceſſe | 
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fort in the conſcience of his ſincerity: the other is | 
vexed, and tormented with the guilt of his vnſound- 

nes , and taketh this puniſhmenc, as atuſtrebuke 

thereof. The vnſound miniſter ler his paines be ne - 

ver ſo great, hispreaching neuer ſoprofitable,yer,if 
it take not, hath iuſt cauſe to lay the blame nor vp- 

his hearers, but himſclfe. For well may hee thinke | 
with himſelfe. How ſhould I looke that god ſhould 

grace words comming from a corrupt, andimpure 

heart with the attendance of kis holy fpirir ? Bur | 
fach miniſters, as in the want of ſticceſſe, are 
priuy to themlclues of their owne ſ{tncerity , they 
may ſay with Paul, 2. Corinthians 3.4.5. If our 
Goſpell bce hid , it & hid to them that periſh. Why ſo? 
| For we preach not our ſe'nes, but Chriſt leſs the Lord, 
and our ſelues your ſerwants for leſws ſake. Marke how 
the Apoſtle alleagerh his ſincerity 1n the diſcharge 
of his miniſtery as a reaſon of comfort, when it pre- 
uailednot; aſſuring himſelte vpon this ground thax 
the fault wasin the hearers themſelues, andnot in 


then is cither none at all, or comfortleſle, and fo us. 
good asnone. For all the ioy of his ſuccefle is daſh- 
ed withthe conſcience of his own hypocriſy. Wher- 
as the ſincere Chriſtian as he is vnder the promiſe of | 
ſuccefle,andſo ofren hath it: ſo when for iuſt cauſes | 
Godfees irnorfitto accompliſh this his promiſe, be- | 
| ingonely concitionall, yet then hath he more com- | 
fort in his ſucceſſeleſſe ſine: rity,then the hypocrite for | 
hislife can hauc inhis moſt ſucceſſeful and bappieft 
hyporrifie. Yeathe ſincere Chriſtian being a behol- | 


| derofhis fucceſſe oftens carries away al the comfort. | 
thereof. | 
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thereof, when the miſcrable hypocrite himſelfe is 
lefr drye and deſtitute. The ſucceſle of a good work 
done in fincerity is ſpecially comfortable tothe wor- 
ker himſclfe, aboue that it 1s to others. Contrarily, 
that comfort which is in the ſucceſle of an hypocri- 
ticall good worke is wholly others, the workeman 


himſelthath not theleaſt ior. Hence S. Pal chough | Phil, r,r8. 


the falſe Apoſtles were his aduerſaries,and preached 


of enuy. rovexe him,and thought little of prouiding |; 


marter of comfort for him, yethe reioyccd in their 
preaching,and the fruit thereof. Whereas yer they 
themlſclues,preaching onely of vaineglory and con- 
rention,could not hauethe leaſt comfort thereby. 
11. Laſtly; In all dangers, trialls, remprations,/#z- 
cerity makerh vs valiant and couragious, begerting 
in vs the rrue manly, generous and heroicall ſpirits, 
cuen that LZion-like boldnes ſpoke of in the Proverbs. 
[r isnot put out of countenance with the falſe accu- 
ſations of flanderous tongues. It throweth them off 
as Paul did the viper vahurt, yeain a holieskorning, 


{ it laugheth atthem;asthe wild afſein Job doth at the 


horle and the rider. Nono.The breſt-plate of w_ 
reouſnes,the brazen wall of a good conſcience fea- 
reth noſuch arrows. It ſaith with Pav/, 1 fa/e n9t for 
mans indgement. Though mine <«nerſary ſhouls write 
4 booke agamit mew. uld [ not take it vponm) ſpontier 


| Prou.28,1, 


1,Cor,a,z. 
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and bind it 5 2.rowne vitomee ? laith lob. Y ca fur- | To>31-35039. 


ther ſaich that holy man, 1 w:{{rell himihe number of} 


wy gaings, | will acquainthim with my whole lite, 
let him picke whathce can thercout, (o little doe 1 


know by my ſ{clte: O the confidence of /incerity : ver: 


yet turther,/ will come vneo him, not as a guilty trem- 
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 andimboldened with the might, &right ofhis own | 


 power,walkes ſecurcly,and without feare. O the no- 
| ble ſpirits of ſincerity! And indeed cuery true Chri- 


ian, being a ſpirituall Prince, hath the ſpirits ofthe | 


| Phil,z,s. | beſt Prince,as having that Princely priuiledge of a 


a good conſcierice within, the peace wherof, as the 
| Apoſtle ſpeaketh , is in ſtead of a guard againſt ad- 
| uerſary power. Shallnow ſuch a Prince,ſo guarded, 
regard the enmity of any? feare threatenings of any, 
| rhough neuer ſo mighty? No. Well may others fear 
| | him, as H:rod and Saw/proud tyrants did, the one 
; Jobn,his poore miniſter, knowrze (aith the Scripture, 
| he was a inſt man and holy the other Vauid, his poore 
Mark,6,zo. | ſubic forthe ſame cauſe : but hee teares none bur 
1.Sars. 18,14, | God ; neither yet him flauiſhly. God hath not ginen 
| Tim, | 9506 fpirit of feare ut of power and lone 05+ of a ſound 
; min1,(aith the Apoſtle ; oppoling the ſpirit of feare 
| rothe ſpirit of foundnefle and ſincerity. And indeed 
| a5 there is nothing more bold then a ſaund conſci- 
; ence: ſonothing more baſe, or ſooner abaſhed, then 
| an vnſound conſcience, deſt:tute of this fincerity:E- 
{ liah inhisragshad theheartto go meete Afb in 
; his robes, and Daridin tht 1niddet of all hs repro- 
' ches had the face roproteile the name of God be- 
Palm,irz. | fore Kings and Princes,withou: euer bein” blanked 
 attheir preſence. For, let a man bee neuer ſo much 
 deieted, this (inceritie will revive, and refreſh his 
ſpirit,anJputnewlite into him. Contrarily Peter, 
' when heruſhcd,inthe pref union of his deceitfull 
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| Epapn7re, ' dubble guard,the guard of the Angels withour,& of 


hare | 


| 
| 
| 
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| heart, intodanger, without this fenſe and fortifica- 
tion, how daſtardly a coward ſhewed hee himſelte? 
See how ſinall a thing danted him ; euen the words 
of a pooreſillie wench. Who yer atterward, cloa- 
thedgvith this armour, was fo ſtout , and manly, 
thatnot the high Prielt himſclfenor all his priſons, 
nor pnniſhments what{o-uer,could any thing appall 
him ſo in the afflict.ons ſent by God, © the releefc 
that then ſincerity y<cids within , when all other 
things faile vs ! This caulſeth vs to lifts vp our heads 
with toy; when otiers are atthcir very wits end for 
feare. The hypocrite inpeace , and ſecurity may 
ſeemeſtrong and valorous; but let God by ſome at- 
fiction dragge him out as ic were by the eares from 
his lurking aole , and conuenc him before his tribu- 
nall, and thouſhair not ſee any thing more abieR 
or hartleſſe. Then is that of the Prophet verified, The 
ſinners in Sion are afraid,a feare is come among the hy- 
pocrites, Who among vs ſhall dwell with the devouring 
fre? who amone vs ſhall awell with the everlaſting bur- 
nings ? Butthe ſincere heart cuen inthis caſe holds 
| Our confident, and comfortable. When Chriſt ſee-| 
; medtoſerhimſclfe againſt Peter, and to call the | 
truth of his profeſſion into queſtion, with that three- 
| fold pinching demand, Simon loweſt thou me? Peters 
( Faithfull heart ſtill held it owne, and ouercame in 
; that wreſtling , Zord thow knoweft 1 loue thee. O the 
| boldneſſe of ſincerity, that dares make God the 
' udze, when hee makes himſelfe the accuſer! When | 
10b had againſthimnor onely the diuell his cnemy , 
puſhing at him with his poyloned weapons, bur c- 
uenhis owne friends,{curging him with their cungs, 
Cc4 yea 
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yea his owne wife a thormepricking him in the eye, 
va lis owne God,miſerably lafhing his naked ſoule 
with ſcorpions, what was it that rclecued him a- 
gainſt alltheſe, but the cemembrance of hisowne 
vprightneſle 1ntl:c come of his life by paſt 2 gAnd 
therefore he laid, 77ti{! 1 dye Imiff ever take away my 
innocency from my le elfe. My heart ſhall not reprowe mee 
for my dates, Who now would want ſuch a compa- 
nion,fuch a friend 25 tincerity is, and that ſtickes fo 
cloſe vnto vs,and yecldeth fuch ſweet comfort,cuen 
in our ſoreſt trials,and hardeſt ſtreights? 

He:ethen happily ſome , fecling the want of this 
ſoneceflary a grace, will inquire concerning the 
Meanes to attaine thereto. 

The fir ft me.:nesis for a man alwaies to poſſeſle his 
heart with the apprehenſion of Gods preſence, and 
{oro keepe it in his feare continually, #o wake as E- 
noch did with God,as being in his eye, and with Mo- 
ſes (eeing him that is invitible.alke before me , laith 
God to tbraham, and be vpright. Firlt, Walke before 
me, (et thy ſelfc in my preſence,behold my all ſeeing 
eye,that ſeethin the darke,cuenin the darkeit cor- | 
gers ofthe heart, and then bee wpright. This appre- 
henſ10n of Gods preſence will quaſh, & cruſh cuen 
the very firſt nfings of hypocriticall thoughts. ; 
What? God ſces me,and ſhall I dare to dallic with 
him? {f but a man, nay if bur a child could looke in-| 


to iny heart, I durſt not deale dubdelie, and deccit- 
tully. How then may dareto do ſo, when the God | 
of heaven is preſent, and beholds me? Hypocritic a- 
riſerh from the ſecret Atheiſme of the heart, wherc- 
by he ſaith. Tuſh none ſeeth. And inthis regard 4- 
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Pr and Sphirs, apaire of noble hypocrites are B 
'ſaidto temprGodin their hypocriſie, thatisro make 


—  - 


triall ofhim, whether he were preſent euery where 
orno,and ſo knowing all things were abletoreueale 
theirhypocriſic. And for the fame cauſe did Petey 
cell them,that they lied norio men , but toth: holie— 
gboſt, becaule they thought they were out of Gods 
hearing,andonely Pcrer,and tney with him , heard 
them. I herefore the Church in the Pſalmes ſhew- 
eth how they were kept in their ſincerity, from dea- 
ling falfly in their coucnant with God; becauſe they 
remembred that God would {carch it,as becing the 
ſearcher ofthe heart. And S. Paul notably joynes 
rheſetwo together , Vee make nos merchandiſe of the 
word of God, Weplay not the huckſters with it : but 
45 of ſincerity,as of God in the ſight of God ſpeak wee 15 
Chrifl.It is impothible for a man to ſpeak as in Gods 
preſence,andnot to ſpeake {incerely. 

A ſecond meanes is diligently ro review all our 
workes of obedience, as pne God did his of creation 
and to obſerue the peace and comfort of conſcience 
which we finde,when we do good things with good 


<< m. 


hearts, ason the contrary the trouble and difquier 


| of mind when we do o:herwiſe. And withall, when 


we takegurſeluesthus tardie, ina holy indignation 


to take reuenge of our ſcJues, iudging aud condem- 


ning our ſelues before the Lord. Thevery thinking of 
the after-reckonings we muſt come to, when wee 
haue done our wotke , will make vs take heede how 
wedoit. For who is there that vſeth for all his acti- 
ons,at the daics end tocallhimſfelte ro a ſeuere cr: a- 
mination,as the hard Maſter doth his leruants , that 

muſt 
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' muſt notneedes, inthe very middeſt of his ations 
| reaſon thus with himſelte 2 Anon all this which 
| now [doe, muſt very narrowly be looked ouer, if it 
| benot done faithfully and fincerely, I ſhall ſmart for 
| itthen;zO the wrings and ſecret pinches which mine 
| owne guilty heart will giue mee ; yea the laſhes 
| which by mine owne couenant, Iam tied to giue 
; my ſelfe, incaſemy worke bee found blurred with 
| hypocriſie? It ſtands me in hand therefore to looke 
' toit, that though my worke by reaſon of my weake 
skill, be but meane,yet it may becleane, though ir 
| be nor fine, yet it may notbe foule,being ſoyled,and 
| lubbered with the " cn of a rotten heart. 
| - Athird meanes is true humiliation of ſpirit. For 
where this is,there muft needes be the deniall of our 
And where there is true deniall of our ſelues, there 
15 not hypocrifie;whichreſtifieth a man cuen in ſce- 
| king Gud to ſeeke himſelte,and in preaching Chriſt 
ro preach himſelfe. And therefore the Apoſtle op- 
poſing his owne fincere, tg others deceitfull prea- 
 ching, ſaith, We preach not our ſelues,but the Lord le- 
' ſs. This is the ground of all vnſoundnes in religion, 
this want of humbling and denying our ſclues. For 
hence it comes topaſle, that wee are ſo caried and 
 {waied,cuen in our beſt ations, with the rgſpe&s of 
| our owne praiſe, and profit. Therefore S. Zuke notes 
ehacthe wiſe builder, that is the fincere Chriſtian, 
| dirges deepr, namely in a deepe humiliation of his 
, one ſoule, whereas thee fooliſh builder,that is the 
| hypocrite; builds without a foundation, that is, enters 
; vpon the profeſhon of religion without euer being 
trucly humbled, and caſt dowue for his ſinnes. And | 
hence 
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hence the building comesro "I vnſound, becaule | 
' vnfounded. Thar the heart rhen may ſtand vpright |= ef 47 in 

before God,itmult firſt as it were make itſelfe croo: | [77,,.. * ” 

ked inſtooping and bowing it ſelfe vnder his migh- 
tichand in the exerciſes of hnmiliation. Thar the | 
heart may be whole, it muſt firſt bee rent and bro 

ken. Corrupt and impure gold cannot be defecated 
and rid of the drofle, till it be molten, and diflolued. 
Vnſound bodies full of vitious humors cannot come 
to any good eſtate,till they be well empried by pur- 
| gation.Crooked things cannot be made ſtrait with: | 
out the wringing of the hand. Humiliation is that 
which melts vs,pnrges vs, wrings vs,and ſo makes vs ; 
of drofſic pure,of foggie ſound , of crooked ſtraight 
Chriſtians. Doeſt thon then defire to bee a ſincere 
Chriſtian indeede, a true diſciple of Ieſus Chriſt, ro 
be freed of all vnſound mixtures? thou muſt firſt be 
broken and battered in peeces, by the humbling | 
hand of God ; thou muſt remember thy Maſters 
rule, 7any man will bee my diſciple, let him denie him- 
ſale. 

Laſtly; fincerity being oppoſed to mixture, as the 
notation of the word teacherth, that which clenfeth 
our hearts from the defilement of ſuch mixtures, 
wuſt negges make vs ſincere. Now it is. faith which 
purgeth,and purifieth the heart. Faith then appre- 
nending the ſincerity of Gods love in Chriſts death 
| to vs, and beholding there how Chriſt gaue his hart 

to be pierced for vs, cannot hut make vs returne the 
| Eke ſincerity ofhcart and affetionto God. Thy lo- 
' win; kindn's,(2ith Dawid, w eucr before mee, namelic ; 1 Calm, 26,31 
' by rhe apprchenſion of my faith , therefore hane 1 
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walkedm thy truth. So Paul (heweth that it was this 
loue of Chriſt towardFiim , which by his faich hee 
apprehended , and applied to himlelfe, that made 
him deale fo fincerely, and ſeeke onely Gods glory, | 
cuenthen,whento the world, he might ſceme to be 
madde of pride, and vaineglory im preferring him- | 
ſelfe before the falle Apoſtles. 1/Leiher we be madae 
ſaith hee, we are madde ty God. That is,when I thus 
commend my ſclfe , and boaſt of mine owne mini- 
{tery againſt others,and in ſo doing ieeme madde to 
you, yertthen [ reſpett not my ſelte inſo doing , but 
onely God and his glory ; or whether wee are in our 


wiſer, we are it t9 you. Wee doe itfaichfully for your 
good. Now marke whatit was which made him to 
doc ſo. For the loue of Chriſt conflraineth vs , be- 
carſe we thus indge that if one be deal for al, 
then were al dead. And he died far all, 
that they which line ſhoula net 
henceforth liue to thems- 
ſelues, but to him 
that died for 


them, 
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| 
| Cnar. XXXI. 
| The anſwering of the obiettion which the deceitfull heart 
of man might gather out of the former doctrine of the 
heartes deceitfulneſſe. 


Verſ. 10. 7 the Lord ſearch &c, 


T2 verſedependeth vponthe former, asaſe- 
cret preuention of an obietion which vpon | | 
occalion of the tormer dodrine of the heartes de- | 
ceitfulneſſe the wicked Iewes might make againſt | 
the Prophets threatnings, inthis manner. lt the 
heart be fo immealureable, and vnſearchably de- | 
ceittull,thac none can know it, then we trult ro do 
well enough, tor all the inward wickedneſle, and 
hypocrilte of our heartes. For ifnone do know it, 
then nonecan punithir. The Lordes anſwere »Þ, 
as it he ſhould more largely thus haue ſpoken. Nay 
{ loft a while, you runne to faſt. The heart cannot 
| be knowne ofany creature, but Ithe Lord, rhe cre 
;arour , have a priuiledge aboue all creatures, | 
' throughly, and pertectly ro know the inmolt cor- 
| ners of your heartes. And therefore neuer thinke 
| that the cioſeneſle, and ſecrecy of your corruption 
| {hall free you from punilhment;f$r my knowledge 
| of your hearts i5 notan idle, and vaine knowledge, 
/ but therefore doe I know them, thar, thereafter as | | 
ſhall ſeetheir inward ſoundneſle, or falſeneſle, (ol 

, may diſpenſe my rewardes, and puniſhments ac- 
| cordingly. This is the cohzrence. | 
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The ſence. Search, andtry. | That is, moſt exatt- 
ly know. A metonymie of the efhcient. For by 
ſearching, &trying perfet knowledge is attained. 
And withall an anthropopathy , that is a manner of 
| ſpeach, whereby God, for our better vnderſtan- 
ding, 15 made attettcd like man. For God needes 
| not any ſearching, to come to the knowledge of a- 
| ny thing, as mens ignorance doth: But becauſe 
| mensknowlegde is belt there, where the greateſt 
| triall, and ſearch hath beene made,therefore vnder 
this phraſe it pleaſeth che Lord to lignihe his full, 
| and abſolute knowledge. Heartes,and reines. | That 
| is, both thoughtres , and afteftions,the raines being 
the ſeate of the ſtrongeſt aftetion, namely that 
which is for generation. So Pro.23.1 5.16. My 
ſonne if thou be wiſe, my heart ſhall retoyce, and my reime.s 
ſhall leape for toy. 

To give. | Either reward or puniſhment. Accor- 
ding to bs wairs. Sometimes the word way is taken 
more ſpecially for ſome ſpeciall courſe in the ca- | 
riage ot ſome particular action ; as Num. 22. 33. 
lad. 4.9. More commonly, tor the generall cou e, | 
| and cariage ofour whole lifes, as P/al. 119.1. Math. | 
| _ 22.22- | 10. 5. $0 here. Ldrcordeng tothe fruite of his workes. | 
Mae ach If his workes be good fruite, then reward, if cuill, | 

then puniſhment. In the wordes thus opened I 
coni1dertwo poſhtes. 1. Gods knowledge of our 
heartes, which is ſer forth by the exad#neſſe thereot, | 
| | both in regard ofthe maner, in the wordes ſearch | 
| | and try, and in regard of the matter, Hearts + reines.. 

| 2. Theendof his knowledge, That 1 may gine Oc. 
To beginne with the ftr(t. Ir is the conſtant do- | 
Arine | 


| > _ deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 


| &rine of the ſcriptures euery where that it is pro- | 
per to Godalone of himſelte, hrowehly, and exactly * 
ro knowe the lecretes of the heartes of men. And | 
| theretore denying this knowledge to all others in | 
the former verſe, 14/ho can know it ? here he chaleng-| 
eth it to himſelfe, I the Lord know it. But 1lay, | 
1. Of himſelfe. Becaule by revelation from him, o- | 
thers may know. As Chriſtes humanity 10h. 2 24. 
But Ieſus did not commit himſelfe to them. For he knew 
them all. And had noneede that any ſhould teſtifie of man. 
For hee knew what was inman. Soalſo the Prophets. 
As 1. Sam. 9.19. 1will tell thee(ſaith Samuel to Saul) 
all chat s in thy heart. No maruaile, when God had | 
told him before. Thus Eſpa law the hollow , and 
hypocriricall heart of Gehezs, ( Went not mine heart 
with thee in the way) and Peter of Ananias, and Zap- 
hira. So inthe prinutive Church there were ſuch | 
as had the /prrit of diſcerninz. Bur that phraſe of the | 
ſpirit of diſcerning [heweth that they diſcerned not | 
mens hearts of themſelues , bur Þy a fpeciall worke 
{ of Gods ſpirit diſcovering them totheireyes , and 
that vnleſſe they had plowed with Gods heyter, | 
they could neuer haue tound out the ſo ſecret my- | 
ſteries of deceitfull heartes. 2. I fay that God | 
only knoweth the heart exa7ly and certamely. Be- | 
cauſeman, and Angels may know it conzetturally, | 
and by way of ghetling. Pro.20. 5. Counſel in the | 
heartof man is lus deepe water but 4 man 0fonderſtan- 
dme will draw it aut. Here even naturall wiſedome 
| is compared to a bucket, which 1s ab'e, being let 
downe into the deepeſt well,to bring vpthe ware-s 
thereat.. Sorhough tic heart of many men betuil | 


of | 
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ot deepe deceit, and can cunningly couch naughti- 
| ne(le, yet a wiſe man by obſeruarion of their coun- 
| tenance, geſtures, ſpeeches , and ſuch like outward 
| lignes will go neere todiſcouer them. And there- 

fore Salomon atterward in this caprter, werſ. 26, ha- 
; uing laid that a wiſe King ſcattereth the wicked , and 
| cauſeth the wheele to turne over them, Eecaule it might 
' be ſaid, how can hedoſfo, lince wicked men haue 
' ſo many couers for their wickednes to hide it from 
, theeyes ofthe world ? he addeth, as anſwering this 
Pro. 20, 26.17 obiection, The ſoule of man & the light of the Lord, and 
it ſearcheth all the bowels of the_ belly. So tharpe is | 
 thenoſecuen of narurall ſagacity thar ir isablero | 
 \mell out, and ferret out wickednefle, even when it | 
| lurkes in her ſecreteſt holes, viing thoſe meines 1 | 
 ſpake of, of diligent obſeruation, inquitition, of ) 
_ comparing, and laying ſpeeches, and actions toge- | 
ene prey ther, and ſuch like. But now Gods eye needes no 
66d. Ee forms ſuch ſpeRacles to looke into theſe blind corners of 
wdet, 19, the heart. For hee hath a fiery, and flaming eye, 
Tatar, que Which is both the orgere, and the weane of ſecing, 
minimeclandr, miniſtringlightto it ſelte, ro diſcerne all thinges. 
Cm /* Whence it is, that,as the Plalmiſt excellently ſath, 
» videar. 176 he knoweth our thoughres, « farre off, long before 
enmeſtqui %- there goany outward lignes inthe tace to _— 


—— 


pot 9 So | them. According to that which the Lord ſpeaket 


of himſelfe concerning his knowledge of the Ifrae- 
Pal. 139-2+ | lites heartes; know hi thowghts euen now , what hee 
Deut.31.21. | Pi doe, before 1br'ng him into the land which 1 ſware. 
Whereas the wiſeſt men know them onely when 
they are neere at hand, when they arc ready to 


breake outat our faces, eyes, mouthes. So that in' 
this 
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| this regard wee may iuſtly vie thatot the Prophet, 


Aml God neerc hand only , &notalſoa tarre oft. 
Yes Lord thou muſt needes bee a God a far 


who knoweſt our thoughtes ſo tarreoff, euen be- | 


fore we know them our ſelues, yea before cuer we 
had any being our ſelues. Whereas we pore-blind 


creatures cannot ſee the heart, vnleſle we may pore 
vpon it, having it laid neere our eyes in outward | 
lignes; and yet neither then can we ſec it otherwile | 
then the man in the Goſpel ſaw men walking as 
trees. Thou ſceſt the deceits of the heart, with an | 
vnerring and vndeceiuing eye. \Ve with an vncer- 
taine, and erroneous. As our heart 1s deceitll, fo | 
our eycallo in ſeeing, and iudging of the deccittul- | 
neſle thereof, ſo that it cannot, when it isatthe 
clecrelt, giueany infallible, definitive ſentence con- | 
cerning any mans heart, buronly probable, by! 
way of diuining: Burt in this comefturall know- 
ledgethe angels ſpecially excell, by reaſon their | 
cies pierce deeper then ours,cuen to the light ofthe | | 
inward partes of our bodies, as well as ot our out- | 
ward,thogh yetin the outward they areable to ſee | 


| far more,then we. Hence Dauid tor his wiſedome 1n 


tinding our of ſecrets copared to an angell of God, | . | 
by th e woman ot Tekoa. The Diuell therefore may | 
be ableto giuea (hrewsd getle at our thoughtes,the | | 
rather for th it he himlelt often luggelteth thoghts | 
vnto vs,& hath liberty gtuen him to come though 
not into the priuy chamber, of the ſoule, vet into | 
the outward chmaber,the tantie,& rowork vpon | 

thoſe phantaſms, which ther he tinds.Neuertheles 

' kecannotdirealy , and certainly ſer downe what | 
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| knowes the ſecrets of the heart. There is indeede 
' a great mingle mangle, and contuſton ofthoughts, 
| eucn as there is of droſle, and good metall in liluer 
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our owne ſecret thoughtes be, bur (till this dodtrin 
remaineth true , onely God of himſelte , exactly 


and gold, which lie ſo confuſed together, that to 
theeyeof man the droſle 1s not diſcernible. But 
whenthey are in the turnace,and fining potte,then 
we may ſee them both diftintly. That which is 
the furnace to the gold, the fining pot tothe liluer, 
rheſame, ſaith Salomon,is the Lordes flaming etc to 
the heart of man; euen in the middelt of the great- 
elt {hagHes , and contukons, it is a notable diltin- 
guther,cleerely diſcerning the bad from the good, 
the baggage, and refuſe from that which is good | 
and fine, though they be neuer ſo troubleſomely 
jambled together. And no marueill; for euen hel, 
(a place farre deeper, then the hearr Zuke. 8. 31. 
farre vaſter, and wider, being of ſo infinite receit, 
thatableto hold all the damned ſoules and bodies, 
Eſay. 30. 33+) 4nd deftrudtion , (the infinite paines | 
ofthis hell ) which ( as the Prophet ſpeaketh of | 
heauens ioyes) eye hath not ſcene, eare hath not 
heard, northe hartot man onceable to apprehend 
the thouſand part ofthem ) are open 791%: eyes of the 
Lord, how much more then the heartes of th: children of 
men. And hereotthe ſcriptures giue a double rea- 
lon. 

1 Gods omnipreſence. It a man could bein any 
place where God were not, hee might cſcape the 


| light of his eye. But, can any man ( (aith the Lord ) 


hide him/elfe m ſecret places that 1ſhall not ſee him. Doe | 
n03 
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not 1fill heawen and earth. This reaſon David perſu-. 
eth notably P/al. 1 39.throughout. 

2 Gods torming ofthe heart. He that made the 
eyclhallnotheſec? the care, (hall not hee heare ?* 
the heart [hall not he vnderitand ? Artificers know 
the nature, and properries of their workes : And 
{hall God onely be ignorant of his workman{hip? | 
This reaſon alſo Dawd vrgeth in the ſame Plalme, | 
verl.12.13.The darkeneſſe hideth me not from thee. 
| For thou hajt poſſe(/ed my reimes, then haſt conered mee in 
| my mothers wombe. 

{ Totheſe2.realonsIadde a 3. namely that God 
isthe preſeruer,and vpholder ottheheart. AcZ.1 
In him we line, mooue, and have our beemy. Which is 1s 
to bee vnderſtood as well of the motions of the 
mind in thoughtes and delires,as of the body. The 
mind is borne vp by God, euenintheat of think- | 
ing, farre otherwile chen the earth bearcth vs in 
walking. Theretore it cannot bee but God muſt 
needes perceiue the motions of our mindes, euen 
as the ſenſclefle earth, it it had ſenſe, muſt needes | | 
; percetue the motions of our bodies, 
| Thevle, 1. This ferueth to aſſure our faith, that | 
 theſcripture is the word of God. For it is proper' 
 onely ro God to know the ſecretes of our heartes, 
; Bur the the ſcriptures doe notably lay open the | 
| cloſe corruptions ofþur heartes vnto vs, infomuch | 
as we muſt needes bFHorced with the enbelecuing, | 
1diot to fall downe on our taces, and to ſay, = erty 
| God& here, it is he that ſpeaketh. And as the wo- 
man of Sam2ria, when the heard Chriſt liner! 
her ſecret 2dulterv, then ſhe gave ouer wrangling, | 
Dd 2 and 


, 


—O—  — - 


Pli.1:9.12.13- 


AG 17, *T, 


— - 


ee pe 
= 


th 0 "I ——_—— —_—_ 


292 | The decertfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| and wentto herneighbours, ſaying Come and ſee a 
| man, that hath to! me all that euer I haue done, 1:5 not hee 
| the Mefſiab? © wee, (cing our hearts fo l1uely deci- 
| phered vnto vs in the {criptures, may in like ſort 
| cry out one toanorther, come, and [cea booke, that 
| rels vs all that is in our heartes. Mult not this needs 
be his booke who only knoweth the heart? Belides 
, that as the (criptures do detect our thoughts in ge- 
| nerall,ſo ſome particular mens in ſpeciall. As, what 
| was Hamays proude thought, when the King asked 
kim what ſhould bee done to the man hee would 
honour , what was Afcals deſpighttull thought, 
when the ſawe her husband dancing , what was 
| Saul; murtherous thought, when Dawid played on 
[the harpe before him , what was Felix couetous 
thought when he talked priuately with Pa/, what 
| was the Phariſees detracting thought , when the 
; woman wiped our Sauiours teete at the table. Theſe 
perſons had fo much wit as to keepe their owne 
counſell, and in many ofthem {ſhame muſt necdes 
be of torce to keepe then trom blabbing rheir own 
ſecrets, and vncouering their owne filthy naked- 
nelle. How then is 1t poMible for vs to imagine how 
.the writers of thoſe hiſtories ſhould come to the 
knowledge of ſuch ſecret, otherwiſe, then by the 
| reuclation ofthe ſpirit of God ? 
| 2 Thismukteach vsin confeſon of onr linnes | 
, not to conceale any thing, but to poure out our 
'foules like water, for God hath adarting, and picr- 
, Cing eyetharſcesthe very bottome of our heartes. 
| This vie 1ofu4 made of this doctrine to Achan, 


lol. 7.19.” | when God by lot had derected him, My ſonne give 
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glory vato God, namely the plorie of his omniſci- | 
; ence, thouſecſt already the depth of his knowledge | 
| is greater then the depth of thine owne deceitfull | 
| heart, confeſle thy finne therefore vnto God, cuen | 
' thewhole circumitance of the matter. A maleta- | F* + 1419em 
| tor would nor conccale any thing from the iudge, | [129 
| if he were certaine the judge knew all, Andintruth | «by jus Lamane 
| when wee goc abour totude any thing, weerather | you BY 
| hide God from our ſelues, then our ſelues from God, we | |; imme, «115; 
| put out our owne cies,not Gods. | *+Lemcorfue- 
{ II. Thismwuſt caulevs to bee ſincere and con- | |; 14mm 
| ftantin all the duties ot godlineſle. 1.7heſc2.3:4 {We | nm me nbs, = 
| handled not the word of God deceitfully , wee ſpeake not | {1% 5110-2 
1.1 ae!,2,7 4. 
43 they that pleaſe men, but God which trieth the hearts. -—_ 
| Sotlie Church Pſal.44.18.19-20.21. After thepro- 
| tcfſhonot their integrity euen inthe midſt of heavie 
| perſecutions giucth this as the reaſon of this their fo 
doing, If we haue forgotten the name of our God, and 
holden w/þ our hands to a ſtyange God, ſhould not God 
ſearch this out , for hee knoweth the ſecrets of the heart, 
When ſomething we are to doe muſt belubie ro 
| the cenſure of ſome ſpeciall wiſe, indicious man , a- | 
| las how doth the tharpeneſſe of his judgement 
' Skare vs, and what care, and circumſpection v 
; wee in fach caſes? well all our actions whatloc- y 
, tier muſt come vnder Gods ſcanning, and they | 
' muſt abide thg, cenſure bf that pure and ſeucre | 
 eyethar cannogÞdchold the leaſt iniquity. And ſhall 
wenothing reuerence.orreſpect this eye?Shall wee 
take no Earc how to pleaſe it ? C:yhat wee could but | 
bring our ſelues once to giue that reſpect to Gods 
eye which we doe to mans. It is true indeede the A- 
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| poſtle condenerh eyeleruice in ſeruants to their ma- 
ſters.Bur yetthis eye ſeruice ro men ſhall condemn 
| our want of eycſeruice to God : & would to God by 
| cheirexample, we could learn to perform eyeſcruice 
to God. The (eruant though he worke idly, and la- 
| zily, when his maſters eye 15 off him, yer painefully 
when itis on him.Gods cye is alway on vs,and ther- 
fore if wee had that reſpe of our heauenly maſter, 
which of our carthly, we thould alwaies pertorme 
obedicnce tohim. Eyeſcruice, performed to God, 
muſtneeds be laſting, & continuing ſeruice. It thou 
canft finde atime when Gods cyc is off thee, I will 
then giue thee leaue togiue ouer thy worke , orto 
worke vntowardly: but (1nce Gods eye is alyaies on 
thee,why is not thy eyealſo alway on him,as Enochs 
was; why walkeſt thounot as in the preſence ofthis 
God? Why laboureſt thounot in all thy ſeruicesto 
approue thy ſeclfeto this eye that ſeeth in ſecret, and 
isable by ir owne chriſtall brightnefle to diſcouer 
the ſmalleſt more of hypocriſie in the blindeſt nook 
of thy hart? chat ſo when ic ſhall come to rake a view 
of them, it may giue witneſfe rothem, and acknow- 
| | ledgerhem, though not, as once thoſe folcly his 
waein the creation, for very good, yet for good in 
» part, for good {incerely,though not good perfealy, 
Thys vic David made of this dofrine to himſelte, 
Pſal.119.168. 1 have keptthy precepts , namely con- 
{tantly, and ſincerely, for a// my waies are before thee. | 
| I'V. This muſt reſtrainc vs euen from ſecret (ins, 
; which we might commit without the priuify of any 
other. For whereſocuer thou art, there is an eye 
that ſees thee, ancarcthar heeres thee, a hand that 
regiſters 
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regiſters tHy aQions. By this argument Sa/om.n de-' 
horceth from adultery , which for the moſt part is. 
commitrred inthe night./0b.24,15. becauſe all the 
waics of men arc open,&naked to Gods eies. Vhat 
horrible Atheiſme doth this argue,thatthe preſence | 
| of alittle childe (hall hinder vs trom the dooing of. 
| ſome wickedneſſe when Gods prefence cannor?bur | 
as our Sautour ſpeaketh concerning killing , fol of 
ſeeing, teare not them that can ſce the body onely, 
but 4 him that can ice the ſoule aiſo,ro whome 
night and lig!1t, day and darkneſle all one,who can | 
as calily ſee thee inthe dead daiknes of the night, as | 
at high noone in the cl|cere(t ſunthine,as well when 
the candle is out,as whenTighted, him [ ſay feare. lt 
wee did belecue this vbiquity of Gods eye, how | 
would it quaſh the very firſt rifings of euill thoughts 
in ourheatts? The eye of man drawes from vs a care | 
ot our outward bchauiour , why then ſhould Yor 
the eye of God draw from thee a care of the inward | 
behauiour of thy hart? ſince God ſees thy heart, bet- | 
ter then manthy face, and vnderftands thy thoughts | 
better then man thy words. Little children, when in | 
the middeft of their diſorders they ſpye once their | | 
fathers eye, they arc huſhed preſently. Soſhould 1# | 
bee with vs when _ forgerfulneſſe of this all-| | 
| 


ſeeing eye of our heauenly Father continually over- | 
looking vs, our hearts haue begun to breake loole, 
and to ſport themſelues in vaine, and idle thoughts, | 
anddefires ; then ſkould wee conſider thagall this | 
| while Gods eyc hath beene fixed on vs 3 Wretches | | 
then that wee are that haue had our Fathers cyec to | 
bee a witneſſe of our miſdemeanour ! Then in this | 
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caſe ſhould this ſpiritual eycof God worke the ſame 
effect in vsgyhich oneethe bodily eyoof Chiiſt, in 
Peter. It A ould cucendat(h Vs, and ſhame vs in the 
middeſt of our ſinne.If being in the ſight & preſence 
| of our betters, whoſe grauity and authority clay- 
meth ſpeciallreuerence at our hands, wee yet, not 
knowing of it, haue beene otherwilc in our (peech 
and behauiour,then became vs , wee no ſooner lee 
them,bur are aſhamed preſently,8 are ready to cry 
them mercy.Should wenot dothe like much more, 
when wee haue offended & greeued the holy eye of 
the Lord with any vndecent behauiour, though bur 
of our hart only ? Should wenot ſay as once Jakob in 
Bethel, (ſince Godis prefent in all places,as well as 
in Berhel, though not with fo ſpeciall a kind of pre- 
ſence) Surely God is heere,and I was not aware of it, 
V. This muſt make vs "take heede of deceiving 
our ſclues,with vaine pretences, in ſhifting off good 
duties, or in excuſing our finnes. It wee canfind but 
the [caſt ſtarting hole, it wee can get butthe fillieſt 
pretext by the tingers ends, how glad are wee of it? | 
how faſt doe we hold it? But alas Gods eyc can Cca- | 


þ moi theſe figge-leaues,itcan eaſily terch 


— 


adam out ofthe thickets. The anatomiſt doth not | 
lo cleerely ſec the inwards of the body he hath ope- 
ined, as God doth the ſ(ceret deceit of oiirhearrs, | 
 chough neuero fairely cloaked andcoloured, Away | 
; then with all daubing. Benordeceined (aid the A-! 
»oſtle gp thoſe, whole witrte could hind our Jurkt ng.) 
holes enough for their wickedneſle in defranding 


' Gods miniſters, God willnor bee mocked. And excel- | | 
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and wilt not thou preſerue them thatare led to be laine? | 

If thou ſay, Brholde we know not of tbe that pondereth | 

the hearts doth not he underſtand it: > 

V I. This doctrine is full of ſweete comfort, and : 

that in ſundry caſes. 1.1n the peruerſe judgement ot | 

men often vnder valuing of* vs, and depreiſing vs tar | 
beneath our inferiours, As the Corinthians did Par! 

vnder their thallowneaded verbaliſts,not worthy to | 

carry his bookes after him for ſound and ſubſtanciall | 
learning. Our comfort heere is this, that God ſeeth | 
not as man ſeeth, iudgeth nor as man 1udgerh, by | 

the /ceine of the eye,by the hearing of the eare,by our- | > San 
ward apparances. Whenceit comes topaſle , that 
when the falſe and iniudicious eye of nan, too too | 
much affe&ted with outward ſhowes hathprete rred | 
bold Threſoes before their betters,that cannorin like | 
pompous oftentation ſer forth themſelues, and hath | 
adiudged pieemincnce rather ro E//b1bs outward | 
perſon,then Devids inward parts, yet God comming | 
after renerſeth andrepealcth this vnrighteous iudg- | 
| ment, thruſting downe proud 1gnorance trom the | 
| headoftherableto the toore,and lifting vp humble | 
| knowledge from the toote to the head.” Thus Paul. 
| relieued himfelfe win he was thus diſparaged by : 
' the Corinthians. 1p«f/e not ſaith hee to £ wazed of” 

' you. I meaſure not my ſelfe by any mans iudgement. | 

He that indgeth mee. i the Lord. Wherefore as wee | 

| haue noreaſon tc flarterour ſelues , when men flat- 

ter vs, fo neither alwaies to diſcourage our felues, 
; when men diſcourage vs. As mens praiſes muſt nor | 

| tickle vs,ſo neither alwaies their arſpraiſes trouble vs, | 

For true, both praiſe and diſpraile is from God, who 
| {earcheth | 
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ſearcheth the heart, and trieth the raines. Heed not 
then mens judgement ouermuch, but againſttheir 
blacke coles, comfort thy [elte with Gods white 
ſtone. 2. Here hence alſo we may gather comfort 
in talſe imputationsand fſlanders. As this was /obs 
comfort in the aſpertioff of hypocriite , my witneſſe 
1s in heauen, and my record on high. 3. It ſteedeth 
alſo tor comfort in the preuailings of the wicked a- 
gainit vs, and that vnder colour of right, Plal. 7.9. 
0 let the malice of the wicked come to an end. But pride 
thou the tu#t. For the righteous Lord ſearchetl; vt, an 
and the reines. And therefore hee ſeeth the innocen- 
cie, and (incerity ofthe one, the fraud, and hypo- 
crilic of the other, notwithitanding all their good- 
lie wordes. The etes of the Lord looke downe from hea- 
wen to ſhew himſelfe firons to them that are of aperfitte_ 
heart, namely intheend at lealt, euen when they 
are molt weake in theſelues,to giuethe the victory. 

Fourthly Burt moſt cordiall is that conſolation 


' which this do&rine miniftreth in our temptations, 


and inward conflicts with Sathan, and our owne 
conlciences, crying ont againlt vs, that we are not 
that which others, and our felues have thought, 
that wee haue not ſo much asRhe leaſt dramme of 
any goodneſle. And indeede, in temptation, our 
lins often preſent themſelues in ſuch a multitude, 
that they wholy intercept from our eyes the ſight 


OY 


ov 


ofgrace. Yet here, in the defe&t of our owne know- 
'edge,we mutt comfort our ſelues with Gods, and 
fay with Ezehih, in that his gricuous triall, O Lord 
thou knoweſt | bawe walked with a perfit heart before thee. 


| Thus Peter,when Chriſt lay grating vpon him with | 
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that threefold interrogation, Simon loweſt thou mee, 
thereby renewing the bitter memory ot his three- | 
told deniall, and in cfteQ ſaying thus much, How | 
can I thinke that thou who halt ſo often denied me 
' doeſt loue me? he yer (luſteined himſelte yrith this | 
meditation of Gods knowledge ; Lordihou knowe/t 
all thinges, thou knoweſt that 1oue thee. The Apo- | 
ſtle ſheweth Rom. 8. 26. that ſometimes, in the cx- 
tremity ofafflition, we are ſo confounded in our 
ſelues, that though indeed wedo pray in our ſecret 
lighes, and (obs, yet we perceiue not that wee pray. 


— - — 


| | what we pray, the fleſh with her murmurings makes 
| ſucha dinnethat we can hardly heare the voyce of 
the ſpirit mixing with the fleſhes ro aringes and 
repinings, his praying lighes and ſobbings. But 
becauſe a poore ſoule would hence diſcomfort it 
ſelfe, and thinke what good will ſuch confuſed 
prayers doe mee , which | ſcarſediſcerne my lelte ? 
the Apoſtle anſwereth notably , oppoling to this 

| obiefion the comfort of this doctrine of Gods 
knowing the heart. But he that ſearcheth the hearts he 
| knoweth the meaning of the [pirit. Marke how he op- | 
poſeth Gods knowing of our mom to Our owne| 
not knowing. As if hee ſhould ſay. Let not this | 
trouble thee, that thou canneſt not perceiue that 
thou praieſt. Do not therefore thinke thou cant 
nor, chu doeſt not pray. For though thou know 
not what it is thou prateft, yer God the ſearcher of 
the heart}, who is greater then thy heart, he know- | 
eth, and approueth alſo thy praier. Diſcourage not 
then thy ſelte ouer-much in the want of feeling of 
grace” 


<4 
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For (oI take it that text may be read, wee know not | Rom. 8.26.27. 
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| grace in thy ſelfe. Remember that God ſees, as 
| that euill, ſo alſo that good, which ſometimes thou 
 ſeeſt not in thy ſelfe. And therefore as thou ough- 
| teſt notto bee ouer confident inthenot feeling of 
' finneinthy lelie, but to lay with the Apoltle,thoveh 
| know nothing ( that is no euill ) by my ſelfe , yet Tam 
| not thereby iuſtified ;{0 neither to bee too tarre deje- 
| ted in the nor feeling of grace, but by like propor- | 
' tion to ſay, Thouzhel know no good in my ſelfe, yet am 1 
' not thereby condemned. So much of the tirſt point, 
| Gods knowledge ofthe heart : The ſecond follow- 
; eth, the end ofthis knowledge, That 7 may giue toe- 
| uery man according to his wates eve. The which words 
| we will con(ider firſt in their reference to the tor- 
| mer, ſecondly, apart by themſelnes, 

| Ouroftheformer conlideration we learne 

| 1 That good and euill thoughtes, and delires, 
| in Gods account, are good and euill workes. For 
| God here ſayeth hee taketh through notice of the | 
; heart, that he may recompence men according to | 
| their workes. Thereby implying, that if he did 
' not ſee the heart,there muſt needs ſcape many wic- 
| ked thoughtes, & delires vnpunithed, many good ' 
onesalſo go vnrewarded ; and fo hee ſhould not be 
able to giue to euery work his proper recompence, | 
; namely to the inwarde workes of the heart, the. 
| rms to and deſires thereof. Concerning euill 

| thoughtes, Peters ſpeach 1s excellent to S1mhon Ma- 
| 215. Pray to God that if it bee poſſible the thought of 
| thy heart may be forginen thee. Forgiueneſle preſup- 

| poſeth deſert of puniſhment gpuniſhment an euill | 

| worke meriting it: for punithmentsare only awar- | 


ded | 
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ded to workes. For good thoughtes and delires 
Pauls (peach is excellent, 1? is God that worketh both 
to will and do: >. It Eoth be his owne workes , the 
de.ireas well as the deede, he mult needes loue,and 
like both the one, and the other. This maketh a- 
gainit chem, that make no bones of euill thoughts, 
as though no other cuill workes then ſuch as bee 
outward. 2. It ſeructh for comfort to the children 


helpes, or otherwiſe, tor the performance of fome 


ber, how highly God apprizeth good purpoles, 
and delires, accepting, and rewarding them, when 
they cometo him, as it they came accompanied 
with the deeds themſelues. Dauid did but coucciue 
a purpoſe to build God a houſe. God rewarded it 
| with the building, and eltabliſhing of Dawids houſe 
2. $499.7.16, he did but conceive a purpoſe to con- 
feſſe his ſinne. Gods eare was in his heart, before 
Dawids contethon could bein his tongue P/al.32.5. 
The poore beggers that haue wanted toode tor 
themſelues Chriſt yer thall ſay at the laſt day, yee 
| have fed me, when I was hungry, onely in regard 
| of their ſtronge affetion, it they had hadabiity 

; The prodigall child, when he was but cenceiuing a 
| purpoſe of returning, was preuented by his father 

| firſt comming to him Zuc. 1 5.20. and 1/2y. 65. 24; 

| God will anſwere v5 before we call,that is,in our pur- 
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ot God, diſabled ſometimes by want of outward ! 
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kind of outward obedience. Theſe muſt remem- 7 


' poſe of praier. O ſivecre comfort ! when wee ad- 
| drefſe ourſelues to prayer in our priuate meicati- 
| ons, and bethinke owr ſelues ofour {undry wantes, | 
| we purpoſe with our ſeluesto begge ſu.h,ind f1-!: 
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things. Whereof yet haply we forget ſome inthe 
vocall praier. Shall any good ſoule now think that 
the memories weakneſle ſhall any thing preiudice 
herin this caſe? no,thy purpoſe of asking the thing 
torgortten was a moſt cftectuall asking ot it,and vn- 
ro thee belongeth the comtort ot that ſaying. 1 4ll 
heare before they call. 

2 That God eſteemeth of the goodneſle ot our 
outward workes by our hearts. Theretore here he 
ſaith that he firſt ſearcheth the heart , before he re- 
compenle the worke. It God judged of workes on- 
ly by the outward matter of them, there needed 
then no looking into the hearr, tor the inſt diſpen- 
ling ot rewardes,and puniſhments. Now there are 
two thinges more eſpecially in the heart, whereb 
God judgecth of our workes. 1. Faith, which clen- 
ſeth the heart, and maketh it a good treaſury, fir for 
a good man to bring forth good thinges, which 
alſo propoundeth vnto vs, and vrgeth vpon vs the 
commandement of God preſcribing the good 
| worke to bee done, whence that title of the / we of 
; faith, and whence alſo our obedience is called the 

obeatence of faith. 2. A \incere afteftion chiefly re- 
| petting Gods glory, and the Churches good 1n 
' that wee do. Thevle 1. Againſt the Papilts, that 
; vpon ſuch places as this would found the doctrine 
| ot merit.But here God ſaies helookes into the hart, 
| when hee would reward the outward worke. So 
|thatthe e1sno worthineſſe in the outward worke | 
ir ſelfe, but it is ſomerhing within the heart , which | 
| procureth the reward tothe qutward worke, and. 
' that is ſpecially asI ſhewed faith in the bloud of Te- 
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| ſus Chriſt. 2. Againſt the workes ofmorall, and c1- 
vill men ; which though beauritulin the cies of the 
world, are yet detormed before God , becaule they 
neither low out of a pure fountaine of a purged 
heart, nor are referred to 1uſtendes. Let the c1uill | 
man then know, that when hee preſents God with | 
his outward righteouſnes, looking tor ſome re- | 
ward, the dunge of his ſacrifice thall bee throwne 
in his face. For God will looke into his heart, and | 
finding it vnbapriſed, he will bidde him looke into | 
the rocke, whereout his workes were hewen, and 
into the hole, wkereout they were digged, & then 
aske him , how that can bee cleane, which hath fo / 
impurean originall? 3. Againſt hypocrites that 
with their leaven ſoure the beſt workes they doe. 
IfGod in judging of good workes did not looke 
to the heart, an hypocrite might ſpeede as well , as 
the beſt Chriſtian. But heere wee lee the affection, 
and diſpolition ofthe hearte 1s all in all with God. 
We indeed iudge of the heart by the worke : God | Gen. 44 | 
contrarily judgeth of the worke by the heart. Wee | | 
firſt approue the worke, and then the workeman. 
But God firſt hath reſpe& to Habel, and then to his 
| facrifice. Though the matter ofthe worke be never 
(ſo good, yet the corruption of an vnſanttified hart 
| will marreal!, and change the nature of it. And as 
it will be noexcuſe 5efore God, when the matter of 
the workeis ill, to plead the goodnefle oft the hearr, 
ſo neither, when che heart is naught, to plead, that 
| the :narterofthe worke is good. Wherof we haue 
| notable examplesFE/. 58. inthe Iewes vrging God - 
with their faſting, and yet ſent away empty; and in 
thole | 
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| thoſereprobates Math. 7. alleadging their preach- 

ingin Chriſts name, cafting our of Diuels , &c. bur 
| receiving that fearefull anſwere, Depart from mee yee 
| workers of iniquity, 1know yee not. Loe preaching it 
ſelfe though in Chritfts name , becauſe yet not for 
Chriſts name, is, with God, but a worke ot iniqui- 
ty, and hell fire is thereward of it. So Cars out- 
ward workes in lacrihcing were the ſame with his 
brothers, and yet Saint John laies Caines workes were 
ewill, and _Abels 2ood. And God himlclte faid to 
Cain, If thoudoeſt well , ſhalt thou not be accepted ? as 
though, for all his ſacrifices , hee had not | well 
as yet. And ſo thelewes ſacrifices are in indignati- 
on reiected with a, who required theſe thimzs ? becauſe 
indeede God did not require bodily exerciſe diuor- 
ced trom the ſpirituall,the ſhell without the kernel, 
the huske without the corne, the carcaſe without 
the ſoule. Hence it is that the Lordecalleth the 
lewes incenſe and facriftice though commanded by 
bimſelte, their owne wares. Andin another place his 
owne ſacrifice, the ſacrifice of fooles. For as 2Martiall 
ſaid to Fidentine the booke thou readeſt is mine, but 
when thou readett it ill, then it begins to bethine : 
ſo may God ſay to hypocrites ; Theſe workes of 


—IES 


thus correptly , then they are your owne. I will 
acknowiedge them no longer tor mine. I ſcethen 
that it 15not ſafe for vs toreit inthe outward work, 
but that we had need to looke to our heartes in all 
the ſermices we pertorme. For God will locke to 
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praier, hearing &c. are mine, but when you goa- , 
bout them thus vntowardly, and perfourfne them 


| our heartes Ih judging, and in rewarding. And 


that 
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that which God moſt lookes to in rewarding : that 
had wce need molt looke to in pradtiſung. As the 


workeman in the doing ot any worke will bee moſt 
carefull inthat part of it , wherein he knoweth the | 


eyeof him, tor whom he worketh, will be moſt c«- 
r10:5, It God, when thy prater (hall come to bee 
weighed in his ballances, ſhould then ſpecially 
ſtand vpon thy tongue, vpon thy phraſe of (peach, 


thcein hand in praying, ſpecially ro minde theſe 
thinges. Burt linceir is the aftetion ofthy heart he 
wil! avoue all thinges make inquiry ot, conlider 
then what atolly it 1s inprattiſing,to bee moſt dili- 
gent in that, whereof God in examining wilbe mot 
regardlefle, and to bemoft negligent there, where 
we (hall be ſureto finde him molt trict, & ſevere. 
And withall conlider thine owne miſery , who de- 
priueit thy ſelte both of mans , and Gods reward. 
For the very matter of thy worke will make thee 0- 
dious to the world, as carefully flying the very 


apparance of good, as the Apoſtle biddeth vs to | 


fly che apparance of cuill. But the corrupt manner 
of thy worke will make thee twiſe as odious to 


God, to whom alwaics fained ſanttity w double ini- þ 


wity. Withall confider, what a griete it muſt needs 
ro thee, atthe laſt day , to ſee others mites recei- 
ued tortheir lincerity , & thine owne talent refi- ſed 
tor thy hypocrilte; to lee others cups of cold water 
mercitully rewarded, and thine owne giuing the 
a of Chriſts bloud, the waterand bread of cter- | 
nall life, ſeuerely punithed. | 


4. This muſt reach thee when after long out- 
Ee ward 
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ward pratiſe of godlineſle,thou findeft not the true 
reward of godlineſſe,then to enterinto thine owne 
hart by examination,and toconſider whether thou 
art not guilty ot hypocrifie or no. For true godlineſ/e 
i grrat gaine: and God alwaies is iuſt, giving men 
according to their workes , but yet meaſuring the 
workes by the heart. Jf chen thou doing workes out- 
wardly good,receiue no anſwerable reward,doe not 
therefore challenge God of vniuſtice, / as thoſe 
lewes, wher: fore have w: faited, and thou ſee\l it not?) 
but thy (elfe of vnſoundneſſe of hart. Which corre 
thou,and thou then ſhalt ſec there will bee no cauſe 
for thee to complaine of the Lord. 

V. Heere allois comfort to thoſe that haue with 
good hearts done many good workes which yet arc 
ill taken, andillrewarded of men. Men cannot ſee 
our hearts, and therefore what marucll, if they doe 


{not alwaies reward vs according to our workes. If 
the wicked [ewes could have ſecne how louingly & 
| tenderly Chriſts heart was affeQed ro them , they 
| would better hane rewarded his miniſtery,then that 
| he hould haue needed tocomplaine, / have liboured 
' in vane, 1 hanue ſpent my ftrength cc. But our comfort 
is, ſo as was Chriſts, that «wr woxke, thongh nener fo 
much reieedot men # yer w:th ox Gol , intime 
to berewarded of him. Becau!e he ſeerth our lound 
and faithful] hearts, and that torhis ende, thar hee 
may reward vs according to our workes. The duery 
of reprehenſion Chriftianly performed 1s a good 
worke, yet how diſtaſifullto the reprehended , and 
how thankeleſle an office? yet wee muſt nor bee dif- 
couraged though by the yerformance of this ductic 
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we purchaſe illwill at mens hands. For God ſeeing 
the integrity of our heart will reward vs according- 
ly, cauſing vs atlength co find more fauour, even} 
with the reprehended themſclues, then thoſe that 
hauc clawed or flattered, Pro. 28. 23. 

Now I come to conſider the words in themſclues, | 
obſeruing three points in them , the rewarder tic 
rewardea,the rule of rewarding. 

1. The rewarder,God. That / may gine, & c. Here 
we learne ; 

1. That God hath an infinite treaſury both of re- 
wards, and puniſhments, who giucth to cuery par- 
ticular man his iuſt portion,cither ofthe one, or of 
the other. He is an vnemprtiable fountaine of good- 
nefſe that cannceuer be drawne dry. His rewarding 
of one doth nordiſable him for rewarding another, 
neitherdoth hee ſo ſpend himſfclte in conferring his 
bleſings vpon any , that they which come after 
ſhould need to ſpeake vnto him, as Eſasto /ſaak , Is 
all gone? haſt thou neuer a bleſſing left behinde for 
vs 2 Gods reward is not like the bleſſing of 1/aet, 
which could bee beſtowed onely on one. For God 
himſelfe the rewarder, is alſo the rewarde,and there- 
fore as he rels Abraham,an exceeding great, aninfi- 
nitereward, able to ſatishe infinite worlds, His iu- 
ſtice allo,being as infinite as his mercy, cannot bur 


ee 


furniſh him with like variety ofiudgements, that as | 


in heauenthere are many manſions, and princelic 
pallaces, ſoin hell alſo many priſons, many dunge- 
ons; and ashis cheſts and coters are full of pretious 
pearles and iewels, ſo his quiuers of peſtilent arrows 


preparedfor the ribs of the vngodly.Sothatweneed 
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| nat feare that of our Tehouah , which they of their 
wie. | Jupiter, thatif, as often as men (inne, the thunder- 
--« b-n.s, | bolts ſhould flye abroad, he would quickly be vnfur- 
{uma | mſhedotweapons- The viethen is as co terrifie the 
"er,exiw | Wicked, [otoincouragethe godly. Itisa comfort to 
»p.reimerrs | ſerue ſuch a maſter,as beſides his willingnes, is alſo 
ty able toreward vs. Therefore we fee how kings ſer- 
uices in this regard are moſt ſought afrer. Never 
then grow wee weary of ſerving this maſter with 
whom is ſuchplenty of reward, whole is the earth, 
and thefulneſſe thereof, the heauens and all their 
furniture, and at whoſe right hand is tulneſle of 
pleaſures for euermore. Who may ſay vnto vs of 
all other baſe maſters, as Saul of Dazid, Can the_ 
ſons of [hi gine you vineyards, andorchards?Can they 
make you c'ptaines oner fifties and oner hundreths?o, 
can the Deuill, the world, the fleſh inſtare you into 
the felicity of my choſen? can they make you Kings, 
and(cr you inthe chayre of eſtate? The ſeruice of 
God is a reward ſufficient to it ſclfe , and farre from | 
hisſeruants is the baſe minds of mercenarics. Ne- | 
14.1126, | vertheleſle itisfir, with Aoſer, to quicken our dul. 
CO.11.26. = . 

nes with the conſideration of the great recompence 
of reward. 

2. That whoſocuer bce the inſtruments either in 
our rewards,orpuniſhments, God ftill is the cheete, | 
both rewarder,and puniſher. T hat I may gixe. The | 
vie wherof is, both to teach vs thankfulneſſe ro God, | 
| when rerarded,and patience, when correfted by men. | 
| It may be thou haſt deſerued well of thoſe men, that 
| | 


deale vnkindly with thee. But yer conſider whether 
inthe ſame thing whercin thou haſt deſcrued well 
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of man, thou haue not deſeruedill of God, becauſe | 
happely in theſe ducties performed ro man, thou 
haddeltnoreſpe& of God. Itfo,then acknowledge | | 
that God kath found out thy ſinne, complaine not | 
of mens vnkindnes,and injuſtice. God is iuſt inthetr , 
intuſtice. lc is he chat thus puniſherh thee. | 
3+ That whatſocuer be the worke for which we 
expe areward,itis God that muſt reward it. This 
muſt reach vs in the workes of the ſecond table, ' 
which reſpe@ man, to haue an eye vnto God, and. 
ro performe them as vnto God, and fo in ſerving of | 
man to ſcrue God. Foritis Godthat muſt reward | 
them and that (as I ſhewed) doth reward them, c- 
uen then when men reward them. For it is hee that | | 
inclineth cheir hearrs thereto. How then can we ex- 
pe a reward of God there, where wee haue done 
him noſeruice? If in ſeruing of men thou haſt fer- 
ued thy ſelte, and ſoughrthy ſelfe ratherthen God, 
when thou commet forthy reward, Gods anſwere 
willbee; let him reward thee whom thou ſerued(t. 
Thou ſcrued(t thy ſclfe,reward thy ſelfethen,ifrhou 
wilt; for Incuer reward any ſeruices but mine owne. 
Had wee not thenneede in all duties done to men, | 


' 
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todoe them as vnto God, leaſt otherwiſe as wee 
looſe mans,ſo alſo Gods reward, Burt do them vnto 
God, and then we arc ure,ifnotof both,yer of the 
beſt reward, and wee take a very ſafe courſe for our | 
ſcluest For euen the beſt men may prooue vnkinde, 
and vnthankfull vnto vs. But God cannot but abun- 
dantly recompence the ſeruice done to himlſelte. | 
The duties of louc & liberality done tomen , which | 
 ſomeot thole ro whome they were done had hap- | | 
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pely forgot, yer Chriſt remembers at the laft day, 
onely becauſe they were done as to himſeſe, Atarh, 
25 . 40. Terhaue done them unte mee. There is the 
caulz: of the reward. This is Pazts counſell io Chri. 
(tian feruants yoaked with crucll heatherith ma-| 
ſters, to be obedient vnto their maſters, acoording | 
cothe fleſh,as vnro Chritt,ſerumg the Lord and not 
men, and chat vpon this conſideration : !/i:t/cener | 
good thing any man Goth the ſame ſhalt he receiue of the | 
Lord, whether he be bond or fee, Seruants in fuch ca- | 
les are readyto obiect. Why ſhould wee haue any 
care topleate them, thar hane ſo little care to plea- 
{ure vs,nay thatareready rodo vs all the diſpleaſure 
they can ? Yea burtorthis cauſe they had neede fo 
muci the rather ro mnake c5n{cience of racir duetie 
even to the full , becaute by this meancs they ſhall 
prouide anotable remedy againſt their maſters in-| 
mries, namely the bountifull reward of God him- 
telte. Thy matter wrongs thee: what then?wilt thou 
therfore wrong thy lelfc!ne denies thee his reward : | 
wilt thou therioreincreale thy puniſhment ? and as) 
chough this were not cnough,depriuec thy ſelfe alto 
of Gods reward? Leb.ns tyranny could not tyre out 
lakob m the courle of ins taithtulneſle, and behold in 
the ende the Lord himle!te inſpire of Labens teeth 
richly rewarding him. 

11. Circumſtance is the perſons rewarded. Euery 
man,of what degree locuer. 


| 1. Marke heere Gods vnpartiall dealing. Among 

men,groſle vices of great ones are winked at,and c- 
| minenc verwesofmeane ones are not heeded, But 
with God neither ſhall thy greatneſle helpe thee | 


from | 
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the world.God is noreſpetter of perſons. They muſt 
not looke for a chaire aud cuſhion , when they ap- 
pcare before Gods tribunall. Nay thou mult then 
| be ſiripritarke naked of all outward pompe. God 
will put no difference berwixe thee, and the pooreſt 
Lazarus, He indges every man alike. 

2. Hencel gather that there is a particular pro- 
uidence taking notice of men and their actions in 
(peciall. For Gods rewards are proportioned to his 
knowledge. 7 know the heart that I may reward. Burt 
| he rewards cucry manin particular. Therefore alſo 

he knowes him,and all his waies. Particular rewards 
| argue particular knowledge. Terrible is this tothe 
| wicked, but moſt comfortable to the godly. It the 
' King take notice of ameaner man, he will bee ready 
| a tolay in admiration, W hat,doth the King 
| know me? Bur let the pooreſt Zaz47, rhat is withall 
; the childe of God , know for his comfort, that the 


' 


rs 1 Oro 


 him,and that forhis good. Ir is not with our God as 
with their idol that hath noleylure co attend (mal- 
ler matters, He isnotlike Baal, that purſuing his e- 
nemies cannot heare his friends,norlike Diane, that 
becing preſent at Alexanders birth couldnot at the 
{ſame time preſerue her Ephe/ianteinple tro the hre. 
[I[. Circumſtance followes, the rule of rewar- 
ding, according totheir owne waies, &c, Heere we 
learne,, That God proportions his rewards and pu- 
'niſhmentsro ove workes , as it were the line to the 


rom puniſhment , nor thy baleneſlc hinder thee 
fromreward. This muſt humble the great ſtates of 


qr 


| great King and mighty God takes ſpeciall notice of | 


De 11411114 deor. 
l.2. C ancrnne 
Tirens,qut © 
in hiſtoria dit 
1ſjet qua nettTe 

nets Alexan. 
dey erat, radery 
Ds.ne Evbeſia 

templum defla- 
grawſſe, 44i%- 
wit minime id 

eſſe mrendum, 
qued Diana i 


| piadu adeſſe 


rule. This proportion hath ſundry branches. 
We, Ee 4 1. The 


_—_ 


in party Olym- 


dy l1ſſer abſu- 
iſſet dons, 


| 


— 


EEE OI IRS 4. EALEDALS L2G Dean a 


» 


he ——_ —_—_— 


| The decertfulneſſe of mans beart. | 


| I. Theeuillof finne ſhall have evill of puniſh- 
' ment in hell, the good of obedience, the good of re- 
ward in heauen. Mat.25. 2. Asour workes are bet- 
| rer or worſe, ſo (hall our ioyesin heauen, our paines 
| inhell be more orleſſe. Capernaven exceeding So- 
| dome and Gomorrein ſinne,ſhall fecle alſo an cxceſle 
' of puniſhment, and the wilfull ſeruant ſhall receive 
| more ſtripes then the ignorant. So allo the greater 
' our zeale , paines and trauell hath beene in Gods 
' cauſe, the greater (hall bethe waight of our glory. 
| The twelue Apoſtles ſhall have twelue ſpecial! 
thrones at the day of iudgement,and whereas other 
wile men ſhall but ſhine with the brightneſle of the 
Dan,1z,;. | firmament, they that turne others from their cuill 
 waies,with the brightneſſe of the farrcs; that ſowerh 
liberally (hall reape literath. And euery good worke 
Phil+517- ! added rothenumberof the tormer, helpeth to fur- 
' ther our reckoning in the day of the Lord. Slcepe is 
(weete, cuento him that hath paſſed the day more 
eaſily, bur the {leep of the labouring man,jit is ſweer 
 indeede. So alſo though that ſleepe in Avrahams 
boſome be {weet cuentoſuch as haue lived a more 
quiet and eafie life heere, yet cuen there alſo, the 
{leepe of the labourer will be ſpecially ſweer. The 


412 
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we haue ſweat, and ſuffered heere for Chriſt, the 
| {(weerer ſhall wee finde thatreſt, and repoſe in hea- 
'nen. The Martyrs ſhall bee pillars in the houſe of 

God. Apoc.3.12. Our Sauiour in his anſwere tothe 
; petition of the two brerhren, ſeemes to imply , that 
| there ace fome, for whom places of preeminence are 
prepared, asit were to fit athis right hand, and _ 
; neither 


i — 


greater our toyle and trialls have beene, the more |. 
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neicher doth this doCtrine of vnequall degrees of 
heauenly glory any more fauour merit, thenthe vn- 
equall degrees of grace in this life, which oftentimes 
the Lord proportions to our deſires, and endeuors in 
the vie of the means,the wider we open our mouths, 


meaſure we meate to him inpainefull and heedefu}l 
heating of his word, with the ſame will he mealure 
tovs inthe diſpenſation of his grace ; Neither yer 
dothourhearing of the word , deſiring opening our 


if the danger ofthe doctrine of merit hinder vs not 
from holding that which is indeede apparent to our 
eyes, that according to the degreesof grace, and. 
ſanRificatio God diſpenſeth many of his rEporal re- 
; wards inthis life,as a greater good name,greaterin 


| 
| 


the more abundantly hee will fill vs, and with what | 


mourhes wide, merit that which they obtaine. And | 
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' wardreuerence and honour inthe hearts of mento 
ſi uch as excell in mortification aboue their brethren, | 
| why ſhould it feare vs heere ? lince the one drawes | 
| merit with it no more then the other. 4. Beſides | 
; this generall, there is alſo a ſpeciall proportion, 
| agreeing to the workes in ſpectall, in ſuch manner 
| that a man may almoſt readuhe linne in the punith- 
| ment, the vertue in the reward. The midwiues buil 
the houſes ofthe [{raclices by preſerning their chil- 
| drencontrary to the Kings bloudy edit. God ther- 
| fore buile them houſes. Dauid purpoſed to build 60d 
| a houſe : God preſemily promiſed ro build his houfe 
' for euer. Ebedmelech(aued leremwes life : God there- 
fore gaue him his owne life for a pray. So hee hath, 
ny ed corecompence our zeale of his glory with 
is zeale of ours, 1 will honour them that honour me, 
neither! 


———— 
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neither doth God keep this proportion in actiue on-| 


| 


| 


1a924,39% | ly, butalſoinpaſhue obedience. Heere loſephs ex-| 


ample is moſt remarkable if wee compare his ſuffe- 
rings and rewards together. In {ted of his brethrens | 
hatred he got (trangers |- ue, his brethren that ſould | 
him as a flaue,adored him as a Lord.ln ficad of the ' 


| priſon , hee met with a throne. In {tcad of iron fet- | 
| rers,he found a chaine of gold, in ſtead of the labor | 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| madefit to poyſon the Agyprians, Pharaoh had in- 
| fe&ted them with bloud of innocents , God turnes 


of his hands, aring on his hand, inſtead of theparty 
coloured coat, his brethren ſtript him of, the prince- 
ly roabes Pharaoh pur vpon him, in ſtead of the vn- 
lawfull pleaſure of adulcery, the lawfull comfort and 
contentment of an honourable inarriage,in ſtead of 
beeing aſeruant in the prilon, becing halfe a Souc- 
raigne inthe Kingdome. The like meaſure keepes | 
he alſo in puniſhment. 4bſa/s» 5 haire,hispride, be- 
came his halter. The waters which Phar40) appoin- 
ted todeſiroy the Hebrew babes , were afterwards 


them into bloud: and intheir colour ſhewes the ty- 
rant the colour ofhis finge. Fhar20h flayes the Ica- | 
elites children : God afterward flewe his, and all | 
the Zgyptians firſt- borne. Brues denied Lazarus | 
crummes of bread; 4braham afterward denied him 
a droppe of water. Thoſe that will not hearken to | 
the ſweet and familiar voyce of God,ſhall be ichoo- 
led by the ſtrange language of crucll ſtrangers ouer- 
ropping them. The Agyptians had vexed the Ira- 
elites with much wearineſle, and thirſt , in overbur- 
_—_ them with labour: God therefore by depri- 
uing themofche vic of their waters, afflited chem 
with | 


_ 


| 


| 


: 


, 


| 


| 
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with the fame thirſt, and with the {ame wearines in 
going about and ſecking for water. Sal becaule he | 
llew thole that did weare the Ephod, therefore God | 
would nor anſwer him either by /rim or T humming : | 
& his owne hands reuenged vpon himſelte the inno- | 
cent bloud of others, The wicked becaule in this life 
they lay to God, asit is in /ob, Depart thoufrom vs, 
therefore in the lifero come, God ſhall ſaytothem, 
depart from me ye curſed; 44ams deſire of the god- 
head was paniſhed with mortality and mitery: And | 
vnto himrhar in Eſay vaun:s hinſelte faying, 1 wil 
aſccnd aboue the hright of the clonds, avd will be like to 
the moſt high , the Lord will haue this anſwer to bee 
made, Thuſh:lt be breur2ht donneto the graneto the 
es of thx put: Hypocrites performe temporary obe- 
dience, God onely giucs them a temporary reward |; 
heere inthislife Math, 6. verily they have their re- 
ward, namely heere in thislife,they thall haue none | 
heercafter. So A%abs temporary humiliation obrai- | 
nedtherejourmng of a temporal Iudgment. Hypo- | 
crices allo pecforme an imperte obedience, they | 
will doe tome few things commanded , but nor al: | 
God ſeruesthem in their owne kindcehe giues them | 
lome few of his meaner blefjings , bur denies them 
principall : Whence that excellent exhortation, | 
2.10hn$. Looke to your [elues that wee looſe not the 
things wee haue don: ,, but may rcceine 4 fullreward. 
There is then a ple»4ry reward to afull, and a partial 
or hai{erewardro a ſcanty andhal/e obedience. Thus 
lehixcs obedience in deſtroying Ababs houle was re- 
compenced with Gods blefhng vpon his houſeto 


the fourth generation: anſwerable to his curſe inthe | 
ſecond | 
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ſecond commaundement vpon the wicked to the 
fourth generation as in /or@w Whoſe poſterity ts not 
remembred till the fourth generation in the Gene- 
alogie Math. 1. But yet becauſe Jehwes obedience 
was not lincere, it was not rewarded : ſo as 15 true 
obedience, whoſereward is far aboue the puniſh- 
ment. Euen to 1000. generations. Sothat euen in 
rewardes, as well as in puniſhments, God will put 
a difference betwixt an J/raelste and an «Egyprian; 
that as gods childrenare not ſmitten ſo as their ſmi- 
ters the wicked; becauſe their diſobedience 1s not 
ſo tull as the wicked therefore they haue bur balte 
a puniſhment ; So the wicked are not rewarded as 
are the godly ; becauſe their obedience is not 10 
perfit, and compleate, therefore they haue but 
balte a reward an{werable to their halfe obedience. 
Againe hypocrites giue God an outward obedi- 
ence, without the inward aftetion. So God giues 
them his externall benefites, but without any hear- 
tie loue, or affetion vnto them; Looke how they 
ſeuer their hearts from God, in their obedtence , 10 


andequall is the retribution of divine juſtice. The 
vie. Firſt againit the papilts vrging their dorin of 
merit out of this, and ſuch like places ; but here we | 
ce, all the propber teacheth 1s a proportion be- 
twixt our workes, and wages, betwixt our paines | 


| and pay, tbatis betwixtthat we do, and that wee | 
' receiue. And therefore he maketh our workesto | 


be the rule,not the cauſe ofthe reward. T he rule is 

not the cauſe ofthe line drawen by it.Neither doth 

God here lay,that | may giue toeuery man for, but, | 
accer- | 
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according to his workes. Surely if good workes, as 
they cteach,ſhould be meritorious, then as it is vn- 


ges, when h1z worke is don : ſo alſo ſhould it bee 
in God, it hedid not preſently recompence cuery 
good work of his ſeruants,a5 ſoone as it were done. 
And as the hire of the labourers detained crieth a- 
 gainſt the couctous oppreſlors, fo by like reaſon 
{huuid the reward of our obedience, ſo long otten- 
times deterred, cry againſt God. Euen this one ar- 
gument is enough to ouerthrow merit, Gods {low- 
neſſe as 1t were in rewarding his childrens (eruices, 
and that liberty which hee taketh to himlelfe for 
the times of the reward. And therefore here hee 
ſaith, T hat I may giue to euery man according to 
his workes, without making any mention of the 
time when, leauing himſelfe tree tor that. Vee ſee 
that in paying of wages to ourſeruants, wee limite 
our ſelues to ſett times, as to the quarters, or halte 
yeares end, becaule it is a matter of deſert : but in 
our giftes, and gratuities , wee doe not (otic our 
ſelues, but giuerhem when we thinke good And 
if there were any ſuch worthineſſe in our workes, 
what need then that modeſty, of the holy men in 


| ſcriptures, who when they haue de'ired their faith- 


fullſcruice might bee remembered with Gods re- 
ward, haue withall delired it might be rememb red 
with Gods torgiueneſle ? as Nehemiah, Remember me 


. 6 my Gol concerning this, and pardon me accordim? to thy 
| great mercy. Our beſt workes then need forgivings, 
| and that which needes forgiuing merits not g'uine. 
| Our Sauiour when he would have vs craue daily 

bread, 


—— 


juſtice in man, to detaine the labouring mans wa- | 
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bread, as owr bread , due to our obedience by gods 
promiſe, then withall he would haue vs crauetor- 
giueneſle, for the wants of that our obedience, and 
to adde vnto, giue vsthis day our daily bread, and 
torgiue vs our treſpaſſes. Secondly , againit our 
looſe proteſſors,promiling to themliclues, though 
living, and lying in their linnes, the reward of glo- 
rice. Noe, as thou ſoweſt thou mult reape, and as 
thou brueſt thou muſt drinke. If thou ſowe tares, 
neuer looke to reape wheate. If thou brue with 
crabbes, neuer looke to drinke milde beere. As 
our Sauiour comparing the man to a tree, the 
workesto the truites, ſais, Car men gather figges of 
thornes, thiſtles of grapes, ſo 1 comparing our workes 
to trees, their rewardes to the fruites , lay the like, 
Thinke you euer of the thornes and thiltles of co- 
uetoulſneſle, pride, vncleanneſle, blaſphemy, ſwea- 
ring, prophanation of the ſaboathes,cuer to gather 
the ſweete figges, or pleaſant grapes of glory, and 
happineſſe? will this gall, and wormewood cuer 
make pleaſant drinke ? will theſe wild , and ſowre 
grapes euer yeeld {weete wine? o that we could (c- 
riouſly lay this to heart, that wee mult all appeare 
before Chriſt, to receiue according to that which 
here we haue done, whether good or euill, that he 
that ſoweth to the fleth ſhall of the fleth reape cor- 
ruption,and hethar ſoweth ofthe ſpirit lhall of the 
ſpirit reape lifeeuerlaſting. Then would we begin 
preſently toreaſon with our ſelnes. Alas how poore 
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ill? Is it true indeede that according to the quality 
of our workes weſhalbe iudged ? Alas,what other 


| 
| 


| 


how barren am lin good workes, how fruitfull in | 


workes 
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workes can I preſent the Lord with, belides the 
workes of death and darkeneſſe? If rhele had the 
promiſe of reward, then were my cale good, Exa- | 
mine thy heart my brother , and thinke with thy 
ſelte : Thus long haue | liued, but what good haue 
l done ? either to my ſelfe, or others. \Where are 


my praiers, faltings, humiliations, meditations, 
wel (pent Saboathes, well gouerned children and 
(eruants ? where are the workes of mercy to my 
brethrens,cy their ſouls,in holy admonition,repre- 
henſton, exhortation ; or bodies in miniſtring re- 
leife to their neceſhties ? How can I looke for the 
penny that haue ftood idle in the market place all 
the day long? for the crowne that refuſed torunne? 
for a good croppe in harueſt,that would not ſowin 
ſeede time ? Let vs no longer deceiue our ſelues. 
That which Salomon (peaketh of ſloath in the 
thinges ofthis lite, is true alſo of ſpirituall (loath. 
He that being ſloathfull in winter will not plowe, 
(hall begge in ſommer , and haue nothing ; as wee 
may ſee in therich glutton begging water of Zaza- 
rs to coole his tongue, and 1n the foolilh virgins 


begging oyle ofthe wiſe. It were madnes to ſecke 
tor tithes in woodes, for apples and peares in the 
ſeas. But what madne: to ſeeke heauen in hell, glo- 
riein ſhame, light in darkeneſle, to thinkewe {hall 
tindeeternall ite in the way of wickedneſle. 1hy 
[eeke ye the livin? amonz the dead? (aid once the Angell 
to thole women. But why ſceke yee lite in death, 
why ſecke ye that eternall life , among thoſe dead 
workes of 11 kenetle ? No glory honour and immorta- 
litiecan be found of any but ſuch xs ſeeke it by continuance 
wm 
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in well doing , Rom.2.7. If thou goe about to ſecke 
Gods kingdome, ſeeke Godsrighteouſnes. Sofecke 
it, and finde it. Orherwile thou docſt bur rake a 
great deale of paines to goe to hell. If thou pray thy 
tingdome come, pray allo, thy will be done, Gods will 
mult bee done of thee, before his kingdome can 
come to thee. I11I. Since the degrees of glory here- 
after ſhall bee according tothe degrees of grace 
heere, itmuſt teach vs, it wee would then ſhine in 
glory, now to ſhine in grace. Naturally wee affe& 
preeminence, andprecedency in all things. Take 
the aduantage of this thy corruption,to ſhake off all 
ſpirituall floth, vic it as a goade in thy fide ro make 
thee ſweat againe in Gods worke. Double paines 
(hall bring thee double pleaſure, double dill;gence 
| double delight, double holinefſe , double honour: | 
who would bee a common ſtone in the building , 
when he might be apillar? who would bee a doore- 
keeper,or porter in a houſe, when hee might bee a 


lives. God rewards not according to our good,or c- 
uill worke, but according to our workes, to the or- 


| dinary courſe ofthem. One euill worke ſhall nor 
; prejudice thee, who walkeſt inthe ordinary rract of 
| good workes; nor contrarily, one good worke ſhall 
| not proiit thee who makeſt an ordinary trade ofdo- 
| 1ng eull workes, V. This muſt teach vs, faithfully 
| to walke before the Lord inthe diſchatge of our (c- 

uerall callings,withour any carking care, or diſtruſt- 
| full chought raking,for any of the comforts of this 
life. All the cares that belongs tovs is how to doe 
our worke well. The care of the reward of our works | 
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will looke farre better to reward our worke, And 
| this is thatwhich our Sautour tcacheth ; when to 
thoſe whinings, What ſhall we eat , what ſhallwee put | 
| on, hee appolcth a contrary care of ſecking Gods | 
| kingdome, and righteouſnes: forthen it they would | 
| take careto worke the worke of God, thereward of | 
| God ſhould not bewanting. Othenthatin ſtead of 
taking thought how to get this or that good thing | 
| promuſed,wee could once take thought howto doe 
this or that good thing commanded, and fo doing 
| our duerie, reſt vpon God im the beleefe of this do- 
QArine; that hee rewards euery man according to his 
workes. Qur Saujor forbidding his diſciples oucr di- 
ligent care inprouiſion of thels outward things, not 
ro gather {iluer or gold, giues this as a reaſon why 
he ſo forbids them, The — & worthy of bis wa- 
ges. Theforce of which argument conſiſts in this 
doArine of Gods iuſtice in rewarding well that 
which is done well. Forthe diſciples might obieR, 
| True, the labourer is worthy of his wages, but the 
| vnthankfu)l world is vnwarthy of our labours, for ir 
' detaines the wages dueto our labours. 
| Therefore this ſpeechof Chriſt is founded vpon this 
holy juſtice of God,that cannot, whatſoeuer be the 
 vnkindnes and iniuſtice of the world, ſuffer good ſer- 
uicesto go vnrecompenced. lt is therefore asit hee 
' hadſaid. Mind you the worke of your miniſtery,ler 
youronely care be how to fulfill it. Donor diſgrace | 
God fo much as to trouble your ſchues with the | 
thoughts of your maintenance, asthough God was | 
lo vniuſt, as not to giue good wages to good work- | 
men. 


| 


aur 


is Gods, Looke we wellto doc our worke, and God | WE 
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men. VI. Heereis great variety of comfort. 1. Art 
thou diſcouraged with the meanneſle of thy good 
workes ? Thou art no Preacher to conuert ſoules, 
norich man to giuealmes, to build Colledges, &c. 
but onecly a poore ſeruant keeping ſheepe, going ro 
plough,&c. Heerefor thy comfort remember that 
God rewards cuery one according to his workes, 


| 


withour making any. curious choyce of workes. But 
' as5he will punith-the Teaſt euill worke, cuen an idle 
; word: Math.iz. fo will he muck} mpre reward the 
lcaſt good worke: euen acup of cold water Mat. 10. 
cating not onely of ourhony , but euen of our ho- 
ny combe. Cantic.5.1. for his mercy to vs isgreater 
then hisiuſtice. Yea at the laſt day notice will bee 
taken of inferiour ſort of workes, as giving a peece 
of bread,oc a ptece of cloath; when workes far more 
glorious, as preaching,praying, martyrdom arenort 
named, yet theſe are mentioned, Afz/.25. Neither is 
this withoutreaſon,for rhe baſeneſſe,or the meane- 
neſle of the matter doth eſpecially ſhew the kill of 

the workeman. For where the matter is excellent 
thereitlendeth ſome helpetothe workman, where 
it is otherwile, there nothing but the bare and na- 
' ked cunning, and arrifice of the workeman is to bee 
| ſecne. We will not ſo wonder at him that maketh a 
| good Image ofgold,as at him that makerh as good 
of meaner matter. So to ſee zeale, faith, loue in 
preaching the word, in gouerning a kingdome, and 
luch like workes,is notſo admirable,as in the poore 
and ſeruile offices of vnderlings, as in keeping of 
i(hcepe,ſweeping the houſe,&c. 2. Artthou trou- 
bled at the worlds vniuſt and prepoſterous _—_— 

ing 
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ding of workes, iuſtifying che wicked, condemning 
the godly ,xecompencing Johns preaching with the 
priſon, 4erodi.cs daughters dancing with the pro- 
miſe of halfe a kingdom; (to that, as Ceſar once laid, 
/t were briter to bee Heroas ſwine then ſorne, becauſc 
he killed his ſonne in that maſſacre of Bethlem,when 
his ſow was ſpared : ſothou likewiſe thinkeſt, thou 
maiſt as well ſay, /t were better to be Herads minſtrell 
then miniſter, player the preacher, dancer then dotGor, 
becauſe of his minions dancing recompenced with 
his preachers head) comtort yetthy ſelfe with this, 
that God one day will deale otherwiſe , nay let this 
perverſe Iudgement of the world be an aſſurance ro 
thee, that there muſt needs be a day of Gods righte- 
ous [udgements. It is true, we may ſay to the world 
as Chrift to the Iewes, many good workes baue 1 
done among you, for which doe ye floneme, yerletvsnot 
waxe weary, though after our ſowing, ſtormes and 
tempeſts, and the pinching culde of winter doe fol. 
low, for in due time wee (hall reape if wee faint not. 
God isnot vnrightzous to forget the labour of his 
ſeruants. There are 4.kinds o! rewards: firſt of good 
for good: ſecondly,of cuil for cuil: thirdly, of good 
for euill : fourthly, of cuillfor good; the two former 
are therewards of iuſtice, the third ofmercy, the 
laſt of iniuſtice, and therefore is not incident to 


God. God forbid then that any ſhold ſay with thoſe 


_—_ ——— 


in Mlachy, It is 1m vaineto ſerue the Lord, Hear thou 
God ſaying, Behold 1come quickly , end my reward « 
with mr. When Mordecay had performe4 a worthy 


{cruice to Aheſoweroſb, in the diſcouery of a daun- 


| 


gerous treaſon,he had nochis rewardpreſcatly: but 
Ff2 . yer 


p_—_ ti. 


Aug an P/a, 
I 19.1 7o 


Apoc.23, 


d.—— 
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Malach , 3. 
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| not that good thou delireſt > Remember that God 
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yet his ſeruice was regiſtred,and ſo after ward, when 
| compenſed. So Mzlachy teacherh vs that there are | 

bookes of remembrance written for them that feare 
the Lord. Inthemvall our good workes arc inrolled. 
Our labour then ſhall not be loſt. Not fo much as 
our teares bur they are botled. Men may forget vs, 
as Pharaoh did loſeph, Exodw.1.and the Sechemites 
Gideon, Indg, 9.17. but God will not ; Our reward is 
ſure, though not ſoſpeedy,aswee deſire; God heere 
aſſures vs of reward: the time hee determines not. 
3. Dothit trouble thee,thatthy good workes worke 


rewards vs according to owr workes , not according 
to his owne worke, Now the ſuccr/ſe of our workes 1s 
| his worke, not ewrs. Do thou thy endeuor to dothat 
which belongs to thee, toperforme the duety requi- 
red,with an honelt heart;zif there follow no ſucceſle, 
thou artneucrthe worſe worker. The good Orator 
alwaicsperlwacesnot, the good captaine alwaies! 
Quercomes net, the good Phiſitian alwaies heales 
not, the good preacher alwaics conuerts not. Jr is 
enough itthou doethart which lies in thee : Then 
wharſocuer thy ſucceſſe bee on earth, ſmall or great, 


the King looked vpon the records,it was royally re- 


aſſuredly thy reward 1s great in h:aven.Nav,theleſle 


the ſ#cceſſe, the greater ſhall be thereward,ſo thou | 
bec patient. For now vnto thy aZ#zze obedience in! 
well doing, thou addeſt pane in patient ſuffering; 8&! 
double obedience muſt needs haue more then a fin-\ 
gle reward. 4. Art thou greeued at vncomely fights 

 toſce ſeruantsonhorſeback, and princes walking on | 
 foor?! ta ſec.ſeruants taibaue rule ouer Princes,that | 
t Ty "I is, | 


— 
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is,the wicked flouriſhing in their pompe, and pride, 


to tyranniſe ouer the gudly? doſt thou ſce the w/ ip | 
which is molt ſeecmely tor the fooles backe, to be held | 
in hu hand,to atflict the backes of others ? doſt thou { 
ſee that aſles, in {tead of a halter, are ſer our with | 
golden bridles? are theſe things prickes in thine eics 
as once in Pauids ? com'ortthy telte inthe medita- 
tion of this doctrine. Grudge nor that the wicked 
are rewarded according to their workes. Grudge | 
not , their externall obedience proportionable | 
reward in the outward things of this lite: God here- | 
in does no otherwiſe, then as ſometimes noble cap- | 
eains,who hauc honoured their enemics,when they | 
haue fought valiancly; ro pur ſome ſpirits into their | 
owne ſouldicrs; orthen ſometimes parents doe, re- 
warding cheir ſcruants diligence and dutifulneſſe, | 
thereby to prouqgke rheir owne children. So ſhoul- | 
deſt thou interpret Gods temporal rewards giuen to | 
the vnſound obedience of the wicked, his enemies | 
his ſlaues, as a ſpurre hee puts into thy {1de his owne : 
ſou:dier, his owne ſonne : for if thon wilt do thy du. 

ty as thou oughteſt, how much more maiſt thou al- | 
fure thy ſelfe of a farre greater 1cward, For Gods 

bounty is not as manies, like tothe rivers, who are | 
preater further off, then neerer hone, at the head, 
and well-ſpring where they fir{t riſe, Withall, confi- 
der theſe mens damnation{leepeth nor. The day of 
wmdgement haſteneth,w!':erein the godly,in this life 
ſtanding atthe barce,ſhall fit on thrones, and judge 
theirludges, binding nobles with chaines,and prin | 
ces With izticrs uf iron. Though in this life Niues | 
ſcaſt w:ulc Lezerw is without, begging : yetia the 
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life ro come (lo a change ) Lazarus (hall feaſt ar 
Gods table, or on Gods bed, lying in _Abrehoms, as 
once lehn in Chriſts bolome , Diues in the meane 
time looking ouer, and begging. Then ſhall Goc 
make good that which heere he ſpeakerh of rewar- 
ding cucry man according to his workes. Then, and 
not before thall the equalitie of Gods rewards fully 
appeare. Sorfie of the wicked indeed euen in this 
life herewardeth with condign puniſhments, 
leſt his prowidence, but nor all, leſt his p.74- 
enc: and promiſe of the laſt iudge- 
ment might bee called 


into queſtion, 
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